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ADVERTISEMENT. 

« 

X N fubtnitting the following work to the publict it is 
mcumbcnt on the author to ihte the fourccs of his inform- 
ation : 

In tbejtrft Wtfmf,the hiftory of Spain by MakiakAi has 
been his principal guide ; in the revolutions cifcdcd by the 
Arms of the Goths and the Saracens, he has preferred the 
narrative of Mr. Gibbon ; and in di(Ungui(hing the an- 
cient and modern names of places, he has had recourfe ta 
Monficur D*Anvillb. 

In the grtatffl part rf tht fecond v$hmip he has adopted 
the hiliories of Charlbs the Fifthi and of America by 
Do(Slor RoBBRTSoN i and the hilbry of Philip the 
Second by Dodor Watson, 

In tkt third v^lumi, his materials have been more various : 

Dr. Watson's Hiftory of Philip the Third i 

Gbddes's Mifcellaneous Tradts ; 

Anecdotes du Compte Ouc d*OLiVARis; 

Hifbire Gcnerale d*£fpagne ; 

Chronologique de THiftoire d*Efpagne ; 

Memoires pour fervir & THiiloire d'Efpagne fous k 

Regne de Philippb V. ; 
Mercure Hidorique ic Politique ; 
Memoires du Marechal Due de Berwick ; 
Memoires pour fervir u rHiftolic du l8 Siecle^ par 

M. de Lamberti; 
IiuM£*s Ijidory of England ; 
RussELL^s Hidory of Modern Europe; 
And Voltairb*s Ages of Louis the Fourteenth and 

Fifteenth, 
> He 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



He mud. alfo acknowledge the aflidance he has derived 
from the Travels of Mr. Swinburne, and the more recent 
Journey of Mr. Towns end. 

In the perufal of this work, the reader will probably 
obferve, that feveral circumilances have been (lightly paifed 
over which may be thought worthy a more copious de- 
tail ; the author has only to reply, that he hopes none of t ho 
principal events which regard Spain have bden omitted ; and 
where the tranfa£lions of .upwards of two thoufand years 
are to becompnfcd withia three odavo volumes, to be con<- 
ciibi is not a matter of choice, but of obligation. 
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Spaln.'^Auguftus plans the entire reduBion of it."^ 
He penetrates into the mountains of Cantflbria and 
Aftttria. — SubmiJJion of the Cantabrians and Afturi^ 
ans.'^^Revolt of the Cantabrians.'— They are con^ 
queredby Agrippa. — Divifion of Spain into thepro^ 
vinces of Tarraconenjis, Lufitania^ and Beetica. 



VyN the wcftern point of Europe, a fertile re- 
gion extends from the ftraits of Gibraltar to the 
Pyrcnean mountains, above five hundred and 
ninety miles in length, and, frogi the Medker« 
rahean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean^ five hundre4 
and eighty miles in breadth. The Phccnicians, 
who firft difcovered this wealthy peninfula, be* 
ftowed on it tJie name of Spain; they were at- 
traded to its coafts by the fame fpirit of nautical 
adventure that afterwards impelled the Spaniards 
to explore the fouthern continent of America; 
and more than a thqufand years before the birth 
of Chrift, beneath their aufpices, the city of 
Gades arofe on a promontory of the ilUnd of 
Leon, which was feparaced by a narrow channel 
from the' ancient province of Boetica, and foon 
became the emporium of commerce. 
A c Eight centuries appear to have 

clapfed before the cftablilhment of 
the eolony of Gades fcem? to have excited the 
open jealoufy of thp natives. .At the expiration 
of that term^ the Phoenicians fopnd themfelves 

involved 
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Involved in an uofuccfTatful firuggle with the fe- 
rocious tribes' which inhal^itcd Bcstica ; and con- 
fcious of their declining ftrength, they called tof 
their afliftance the Carthaginians^ who, themfelvea 
of Phccnician extraftion, embraced with alacrity 
the kindred caufe. The interefl: of the latter 
confpired with the refentment of their allies ; and 
a ibort time after the conclufion of the firft Punic 
war^ Amilcar, the father of Hannibal^ difcmbarked 
the forces of Carthage on the neareft coaft of 
Spain « 

He found a warm, but genial climate ; the air 
purci the foil fruitful^ and refrelhed by frequent 
rivers; the mountains abounded with copper^ 
and with the more precious metals. But they 
were defended by numerous tribes of barbarians^ 
whoj although they confented to acknowledge 
the authority of different princes, were united by 
fipiilar purfuitSi and fimilar tempers. Bold, fub- 
t\e^ and fanguioaryi they difdained the arts of 
peace^ and devoted themfelves to the toils of war. 
Their hours were alternately occupied by the 
care of their arms and their horfes j and deprived 
of thefe, the martial Spaniards regarded life with 
indifference. Their garments were ftained with 
various colours, their bodies {^tinted, and theii" 
long hair decked with ornaments of iilver and 
gold. At the diftance of above twenty centuries, 
the fame hereditary difpofition may be traced 3 
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the haughty fpirits of the men fcorned, or thcrr 
indolence rendered them averfe to the fervile la- 
bours of agriculture ; and where ever cultivation 
was neceflary^ the ungrateful duty was abandoned 
to a female hand* 

The religion of the barbarians of Spain was 
fuited to the rude and ignorant fiate in which 
they remained at the invaiion of the Cartha* 
ginlans : they acknowledged and adored one fu- 
preme Being, to whom their vows were paid, and 
their altars erefted ; deep and venerable groves 
were coniidered as the chofen refidence of the 
\ieity, or the places more peculiarly adapted to 
"^s worfliip ; and human facrifice was deemed 
the mod facred and acceptable offering. 

The jealoufy and hatred of Rome, had firft 
prompted Amilcar to afpire to the reduAion of 
Spain. On that theatre he hoped to reftore the difci* 
pline of the armies, to recruit the exhaufted cof- 
fers of Carthage, and to enable her to contend with 
fuccefs with the miftrefs of Italy. Nor was he dif* 
appointed in the bold and laborious enterprife. 
The riches of the country were the recompenfe 
of many a bloody and perfevering conflift. From 
the fhores of the Mediterranean he ilowly ad- 
vanced towards thofe of the Atlantic. In nine 
years of inceflant warfare he fubdued the pro- 
vince of Bcctica, which correfponds with modern 
Grenada and Andalufia i and penetrated into the 

country 
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country of the Luiitanians, which is now the 
kingdom of Portugal. The Luiitanians fiipplied 
their deficiency in arms and difcipline by their 
native craft and courage. Though they were in- 
capable of preferving their independence, they 
revenged the lofs of it ; and on the banks of th^ 
TaguSi Amilcar was encompafied, opprelTed, and 
flain. ' ^ 

His brother Afdrubal fucceeded to the com* 
niand of his army and the execution of his de* 
figns ; Icfs able in war but more refined in ne* 
gociation, he conciliated the affeftions of thofe 
flates which Amilcar had endeavoured to fubduc* 
Lufitania admired his addrefs and acknowledged 
his influence. The Callaici who flill perpetuate 
their origin in Gallicia, the tribes who occupied 
the modern countries of Leon^ the two Caftilles^ 
Murcia, and Valencia^ were prevailed upon to fub* 
znit to his authority; even the Celtiberians, the 
moft powerful of the barbarianSi who pofTelTed 
the prefent province of Arragon, and whofe name 
defcribes their defcent from the Celta^i and their 
fituation on the banks of the Iberus, had confent- 
ed to receive the Carthaginian yoke, when the 
progrefs of Afdrubal was arreflcd by private re*» 
fentment, and he l>imfelf fell a vi&im to the dag* 
ger of a fervile afTaffin. 

The fetters of Spain were riveted by the hand 
of Hannibal, the glory and the Ihame o£ Car- 

B 3 thage; 
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thage ; and who at the early age of twenty-fivtf 
ye^rs furpalTed in military fkill his father Amilcar, 
and in political addrefs his uncle Afdrubah 
Two years were confumed in fccuring the con* 
quells of hid predeceiTors, and in the beginning 
pf the third he led his forces to the iiege of Sa* 
guntunij a city which had been founded by the 
Greeks on the fhores of the Mediterranean^ and 
on the borders of Valencia; the Saguntines con- 
fided in the proteftion of Hercules, and the alii* 
ance of Rome. But their hopes of divine affift* 
ance, and their expectations of mortal fuccour^ 
were equally vain ; and it was by their native va- 
lour, and the ftrength of their walls, that they 
were enabled to baffle during eight months the 
efforts of the befiegers. The fall of a lofty tower 
at length difclofed to the Carthaginians the fecret 
avenues of the city ; but even then their avarice 
Was difappointed by the invincible refolution of 
frantic defpair of tl>e inhabitants ; and the Sagun- 
tines fetting fire to their houfes, involved them- 
fclvcs, their families, and their efFefts, in general 
deftruftion. 

Beyond the ftream of the Iberus, and between 
that river artd the Pyrenean mountains the Vaf- 
cones and Ilergetes pofTeiTed the fame diftrifts as 
compofe at prefcnt the kingdom of Navarre and 
the provihce of Catalonia. They had heard of 
the fate bf Saguntuih, and their conftemation was 

revealed 
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rtvealed in their feeble refiiUnee ; they ful7mitte4 
to the victor, and SpMo tranfienUy acknowledged 
the dominion of Carthage. The terror of arn^f w^i 
probftbly improved by negociatiQixj the fame 
qualities which rendered Hannibal the idpl of hi« 
foldiers, enabled him to reconcile the j»rring Pftf- 
(ions of hoftile and rival nationq ; wbep be prefv* 
Qied to meafure the ftrength f nd fortune of thf 
African republic with th9fe of Romei twenty 
thoufand Spaniards with alacrity marched beneath 
his (landard^ traverfed with him ^he Pyrcneap 
c)9untainS| and the Alps; and claiined their ft^f^ 
10 the danger apd glory of the bloody fi^ldf 9^ 
Tfebia, of ThrafyiDcne^ and of Can^si. 

It wa$ nat folely on the affeftiop? pf gpain (h^ 
Haonibal relied for her Qbediens.e dyripg hi? abr ^ 
fence. Fifteen thoufand Afriean9 were ^efr under 
^ command of his brother Afdriibali tp feeurf 
and proteA the country from the moi)th of tb^ 
Bopti^y to the bankf of the Ibe/us ; and ten thpvr 
fimd infantry And one thoufjind hprfe were entruftf 
^ed to an officer of die name pf Hanno who, awed 
th« turbulent hordes between the Iberv^ aod tbf 
Pyrenees. 

Thie precaution wa* the oatural refyljt ^ thf 
fagacity q{ the chief who adopted it. 9^9QiP 

iSc^rce was infornwd of the defign of Hannibal ty 
pei^trafie into Icalyj before Ibe prepared tp de- 
jprive him of tlie refourcei whieh .he might draiir 

B 4 from 
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from Spam, by tranfporting the war into that 
country. Cneius Scipio at the head of a formida* 
ble army encountered in the country of the Her- 
getes the troops of Hanno; the Carthaginians 
were defeated; and from the Pyrenean moun- 
tains to the Iberus, the tribes and cities of Spain 
fxibmitted to the authority of Rome. 
A. c. io4» Thfe forces of Cneius Scipio were 
»9^* , . fwelled by the junftion of the troops 
of his brother Publius, who with the title of pro- 
conful was appointed to the conduft of the Spa- 
nifh war. The kindred chiefs extended their enter- 
prifes beyond the fiream of the Iberus, reftored 
the walls of Saguntum, and during feven yean 
6f martial toils maintained the afcendancy of 
Rome. The Edetani who had feized the mo- 
ment of their abfence to revolt, were feverely 
fchaftifed, and their capital, the modern city of 
Lerida, was abandoned to the i^apacity of the 
Roman foldiers. Within the hilly diftridt of Lu- 
fitania, Afdrubal eluded the purfuit of his ene- 
mies; but he was forced to relinquiih the open 
country to their arms ; and the Scipios already 
revolved the total reduction of Spain, when they 
pcriflied by their own temerity. Elated by a fe- 
ries of vidory, they divided their forces to im- 
prove their advantages more rapidly. It is pro* 
bable the natives had always regarded their pro- 
grefs with fecret difcontent; they embraced the 
i • moment 
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moment when their troops were difunited; to 
the north of the Iberus, on the frontiers of the 
Suefletani^ Publius was deferted by his allies^ and 
oppreffed by the forces of Spain, of Carthage, and 
of Numidia ; and as Cneius returned to avert, or 
avenge the ftte of his brother, the levity or trea- 
chery of his barbarian followers involved him in 
the fame deftrudion. The Celtiberians retired 
from his (tandard ; and his fcanty band of Ro- 
mans was encountered and overwhelmed by the 
hofts of their enemies. 

The chaftifement of the Spaniards, x. c. 195 
and the expullion of the Carthaginians, '5'«- 
were committed to the kindred hand of Cor- 
nelius, the fon of Publius Scipio, That' hero, 
who was afterwards better known by the furname 
of Africanus, was when only twenty-four years old 
invefled with the proconfular dignity, ind ap* 
pointed to the command which had been held by 
his father. He found the Romans incamped be- 
hind the ftream of the Iberus, and though under 
the conduft of Lucius Martins they had furpri- 
fed the Carthaginian camp, their late fuccefs had 
not effaced the remembrance of their former dif- 
.afters. They were taught to contemn the feeble 
protection of the river by the example of their 
new general ; from its banks to the province 
of BoBtica their adventurous valour was refpedted 

by 
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by the barbarians^ and they traverfed the extent 
of Spain without encountering an enemy. 

On a peninfula which ftretches towards the op^ 
pofite continent of Africa from the ancient coun- 
try of the Conteftani^ and the modern province 
of Murcia^ New Carthage^ whofe name fuffici- 
ently reveals her founders, had under the infiu«> 
ence of commerce and civil adminiftration arifen 
to opulence and grandeur; and had been efta* 
bliflxed by the Carthaginians as the feat of their 
government, and the repofitory of their arms and 
treafui*es. While Scipio invefted the city by land^ 
the Roman fleet under Laslius blocked up the 
mouth of the harbour ; on the fide towards th9 
Tea the garrifon had trufted to that element for 
their protedtion, and a low and narrow wall was 
rather defigned to repel the waves than exclude 
the en|^y. The retiring tide left the water ford^ 
able at the foot of the rampart ; and Scipio was 
no fooner apprifed of the circumfiance than he 
prepared to avail himfelf of it. Five hundr^sd 
chofen foldiers were animated by the example of 
their chief; with venturous ftepa they explored 
in filence their courfe; fcaled th^ wall; and 
while the attention of the garrifon was diverted 
by a feigned attack from the land, they were 
aftoni(hed by the tremendous found of the Ro* 
man trumpets in the heart of the city. A mar- 
tial band under the command of Mago in vaia 

endea- 
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endeavoured to maintain the citadel againft the 
ardour of the aflailants : they were compelled af- 
ter a fhort rcfiftance to furrender at difcretion, 
and the accumulated riches of New Carthage be- 
came the prize of the vidors. 

In the redu^ion of New Carthage the Spaniards 
had admired the enterprliing genius and daring 
valour of Scipio ; in the ufe of viftory they were 
forced to applaud his generofity and ixioderation* 
Among the captives a beautiful virgin who was 
betrothed to Allucius, a prince of Celtiberia, was 
prefented by the Roman foldiers to their general 
as the mod acceptable reward of his martial la- 
bours. The gallantry and chaftity of Scipio might, 
in a rude and unpolilhcd age, have inftru&ed the 
Romans, and muft have conciliated the regard of 
the barbarians. He turned from the alluring 
charms of the fair, and reftored her in fefcty to 
her royal lover, whofe alliance was the immediate 
ponfeqiaence of hrs honourable forbearance. 

The virtues of an invader are probably the moft 
dangerous inftruments he can employ againft the 
people whofe conqueft he meditates. The union 
of the ilates of Spain might have prolonged at 
Jeaft the term of their independence ; but the ge- 
ftcrbfity of Scipio had been difFufed through the 
various tribes of the Celtiberians ; the greateft 
part of the country from the Iberus to the Sucro, 
declared in favour of the Romans ; and the na- 
tive 
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rive bands o( Alluclus^ under the condud: of their 
prince^ marched beneath the banners^ and exulted 
in the dependent title of the auxiliaries of Rome* 

Not far from the ihores of the Mediterraoean 
where a branch of the Iberus winds towards the 
Pyrenean mountains^ the Lacetani occupied part 
cf the prefent province of Catalonia. Turbulent 
in peace^ but bold and ardent in war^ they were 
diflinguiihed by the fame features as mark the 
modern Catalans* Jealoufy of Rome, or grati* 
tude ro Cartbage had fixed their prince in 
the interefts of the African republic; and in 
the deftrudion of Publius Scipio the name of In* 
dibilis had been tranfmitted to Italy as the mod 
formidable of the barbarian chieftains of Spain. 
Steady in bis enmity or attachments, he fiill prop* 
ped the declining caufe of Carthage ; and Afdru* 
bal might be urged by his refolution to await the 
approach of the Roman army. But the conteft 
was fatal to the hopes of the Lacetanian prince^ 
and the Carthaginian chief; the undifciplined 
valour of the Spaniards, and the rapidity of the 
Numidian fc^uadrons, were incapable of difcon- 
certing the lleady order of the Roman legions ; 
Indibilis and Afdrubal fled ; and the recal of the 
latter to join the forces of his brother Hannibal 
in Italy, left Scipio to eftablifli his afccndancy in 
Spain. 

The Spaniards in the alliance of Carthage were 

afe<» 
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m fecond time defeated near the Boetis ; and Au* 
rinX) a city of lower Boetica^ was taken and plun« 
dered by the vidors. But the fpirits of the Spa* 
niards were reftored by the intelligence that Sci* 
pio had pafled over into Africa ; they had fcarce 
time to refume their arms before they were a(lo«- 
niflied by the rapid return of the Roman general. 
The city of lUiturgis^ which was iituated near the 
modem town of Andujar^ was aflaulted and 
ftormed by Scipio; and Aftuto^ which has dwin- 
dled into the infignificant village of Cazlone^ was 
reduced by Lucius Martius. 

In the country of the Edetanij and probably 
not far from the city of Lerida, twenty thoufand 
Spanifli infantry and two thoufand five-hundred 
cavalry under the princes Indibilis and Mardo- 
nius were affembled to defend their own inde- 
pendence^ or to fupport the fortunes of Carthage. 
They were attacked, broken, and llaughtered 
by the Romans ; the fate of Indibilis and Mar- 
donius is buried in obfciirity, but feventeen thou- 
fand of their followers perifhed on the difaftrous 
field; the open country fubmitted to the con- 
queror; and Scipio impatient to expel the Car- 
thaginians from Spain, inftantly formed the fiege 
of Gades, within the walls of which the remnant 
of their armies was united. The fortifications 
of that city yielded to the machines of the befieg- 
ers^ and the triumphant eagles of the Romans 

were 
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were difplnf ed from the Pyrenean mountaiaa to 

the mouth of the Boetis. 

A. c. issf When the republic of Carthage fuol^ 

<9s« beneath the fuperior virtue or fortune 
of her rival, the peninfula of Spain was yielded 
by the vanquiflied party to the vidors ; and Rome 
tmpofed on that country' the name and condition 
of a dependent province. 

It is the ob(ervation of Seneca, that where-* 
foever the Roman conquers, he inhabits ; axkl the 
maxim was confirmed by the numerous colonies 
which foon diflfufed thcmfelves over the face of 
Spain, The lofty fituation of the city of Tarra* 
gona proteded it from a furprife, and in an age 
when the art of war was but little known, enabled 
it to defy the attacks of a numerous army* Its 
vicinity to the Mediterranean Sea was peculiarly 
happy for the purpofes of commerce in peace ; 
mnd permitted the Romans, by a ihort and fafe 
navigation, to pour their forces in war into Spain^ 
without being expofed to a dangerous and te« 
dious march through the hoftile and barbarous 
fiates of Gaul, and acrofs the rugged and in- 
hofpitable heights of the Pyrenees. It foon af- 
fumed the fplendour of a capital, and became 
the feat of government for the province of citerior 
Spain, which occupied the northern part of the 
peninfula from the Pyreneant to the mouth of 
the Durius or Duero. 

The 
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The province of tilUritMr Spain comprired tht 
reft of the peninfuU^ which included the modern 
eountries of Portngali Grenadai and Andalufia. 
The firfti which had fcarcely felt the impreffioa 
of the Roman armii was difttnguiflted, as we have 
already obfervedi by the name of Luficania ; and 
the two latter were afterwards confounded in the 
general appellation of Boctica. 

It is not to be fuppofed that a j^^ q^ ,^^^ 
people fond of independence» and in* •4i« 
different to dangeri would long endure with 
patience the yoke of fervitude. In hither Spain 
Semproniusi who, with the rank of pr«cori com* 
manded a Roman army, was fuddcnly attacked 
tnd deftroyedi with all his forces ; and in furthter 
Spain the flames of revolt biased forth with more 
open violence* But the lame fpirit of difunion 
continued to render abortive the firugglcs of the 
Spaniard!. Marcus Porcius, whofe furname of 
Cenfori was the fruit of his aufteriry in that office^ 
landed with two legions at Rboda, a port of Cata« 
Ionia which flill fubfifts under the kindred ap- 
pellation of RofcSi and in a variety of conflicts 
reftored the afcendancy of the Roman armies. 
His fucceflbr,Fulviu8 Floccus, rcducctl theVacciei^ 
whofe capital is ftill recognized on tlic borders 
of Afturia by its former name of Palantia. In % 
bloody battle the Celtiberians paid the penalty of 
their rsflinefi ; and their chaftifcment Teemed for 

amo« 
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a moment to intimidate the . hiaughty fplrits of 
the barbarians. 

An hardy band colleded in the mountains (till 
preferred the freedom of thofe barren regions to 
the fubjedtion of the fertile plains beneath ; the 
opprefiion of the Romans foon fu^moned them 
from their recefles to avenge the injuries^ and af* 
fert the liberties of their country : LucuUus^ who 
in the quality of proconful governed hither Spain, 
had been received in)to the town of Pauca on arti- 
cles of capitulation ; but he bafely violated the 
conditions he had fubfcribed ; and was no fooner 
admitted within the gates, than he let loofe the 
rage and avarice of his followers ; and of twenty 
thoufand citizens, fcarce five hundred efcaped to 
accufe his cruel perfidy. In further Spain the 
prsetor, Galba, difgraced the Roman name by a 
repetition of tlie fame fanguinary fraud : a con* 
fiderable number of the Lufitanians had offered to 
fubmit to the authority of Rome ; the prsetor af^ 
fedted to liflen with compaffion to their difbrefs, 
and promifed them in a more fertile region thofe 
advantages which their own country denied them ; 
but they were fcarcely feparated before they had 
reafon to repent their fond confidence in the Ro* 
man faith ; they were attacked, defencelefs, and 
difunited ; and the few who efcaped ferved only 
to inflame their countrymen with an implacable 

deteftation of Rome, 

The 
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The love of freedom^ and the thirft a. c. hu 
of revengei had aiTcmbled a nutne- '^^* 
rous army of warlike Lufitanians, who re- 
taliated on the Spaniih territories of Rome 
the injuries that had been inflidled on their 
countrymen ; but in their march through Tur« 
ditania, or modern Andalufla^ their impatience 
betrayed them into the midft of a rugged and 
mountainous country, the defiles of which had 
been occupied by the Romans. The difficultiea 
which prefented themfelves on every fide induced 
them to treat with Vetilius, who had fucceeded 
Galba in command ; and the Roman leader rea* 
dily promifedi on condition that they (hould ac» 
knowledge the fovereignty of Rome, to affign 
them lands that would fupply a neceflary fubfift* 
ence to their induftry. The recent fate of their 
countrymen could not but infpire them with 
fome diftruft ; the moment of hefitation was im- 
proved by the remonftrances of ViriatuSi who in 
the obfcure ftation of a private foldier, poflefTed 
the talents of a general, and the foul of an hero* 
•* Remember,** exclaimed he, " the perfidy of 
'^ LucuUus, and of Galba ; refped my counfels, 
^* and I will engage to deliver you from the 
** fnare in which you are entangled." The tone 
of confidence he aflumed awaked new hope in 
the defponding bofoms of the Lufitanians ; they 
committed themfelves to his fuperior genius, and 

Tox.. I. C their 
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their obedience was rewarded by immediate fafe* 
ty. While with a thoufand horfe he oppofed an 
extended line to the Roman legions^ and menaced 
in appearance a general engagement^ he direfted 
the reft in fmall parties to purfue feparate add 
unfrequented paths, which he himfelf had ex* 
plored in fearch of game, or of fpoil; and to 
rendezvous under the walls of Tribola. His or* 
ders were executed with promptitude and fuccefs ; 
and no fooner was he aflured of the retreat of 
his infantry, than he followed with his horfe their 
foocftepSi with a fwiftnefs and dexterity that 
eluded all purfuit. 

The Roman hiftorians have laviihed on Viria* 
tus the opprobrious terms of rebel and robber ; 
they have reluftantly confefled his fkill an^l cou* 
rage ; his temperance atnd chaftity in private, his 
faith and generofity in public life. His youth 
had been devoted to the tolls of the chace ; and 
iti an age and country where the limits of juftice 
land property were llightly traced, he might deem 
It no ignoble deed to defpoil by his iingle firength 
the Roman of that wealth which he had extorted 
from the oppreiTed natives of Spain. If thefe 
practices in a more enlightened and civilized pe- 
riod have reflcfted fome diihonour on his charac- 
ter, they were effaced by the general integrity 
he obfervcd when poflcffcd of^ power. The fpir 
rit of the hardy hunter, or licentious rover, foon 

emerged 
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emerged from obfcurity tnd difgracc ; by his Ute 
fervices he was eft«bU(hed in the commMd of the 
trmy thtt he had preferved ; his fuperior fame 
tttrafted to his ftandard a crowd of Lufitanians 
inured to danger, and cnsmoui^d of indepen« 
deoce ; his authority was founded on the moft 
foltd baHsi the free fuffVagcs of his countrymen , 
and Rome muft have acknowledged, that he rofo 
to power by the fame qualities as Romulus at- 
tained it i a more daring valour, and a more fa- 
gucious mind. 

1'hofe qualities were confccratcd to vindicate 
the independence of Spain, and to check the ra- 
pid progrcfs of Roman dominion ; his head and 
hand equally contributed to his glory. He 
feems to have poflfeifed the peculiar art of di- 
recting fuccefsfuUy the impetuous valour of his 
countrymen againft troops not lefs brave, and 
better difciplined, than themfelves. With him 
flight was the frequent prelude to vidory ; and 
he was never more formidable than when he ap* 
peared to dread or to fhun his adverfary. 

The firft who felt his arms^ and was enfnared 
by his arts, was Vetilius himfelf, who, impatient 
of the triumph that had evaded his grafp in Tur- 
ditania, prefled forward to feize it under the 
walls of Tribola ; but as he urged his march 
.with inconfidei*ate ardour through a country em- 
baraiTcd by woods, and broken by mountains, 

C ft he 
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he was fuddcnly aflailed by the fierce and nume- 
rous bands of Viriatus. The legions confeiled 
the impreflions of furprize and fear, and were 
confounded by the rapid and defultory attacks 
of tlieir enemies ; they fled ; and of ten thou- 
fand, near one half periflied in the adion or pur- 
fuit. Vetilius himfelf fell alive into the hands 
of the vidors ; but the barbarians, accuftomed 
only to efteem their captives in proportion to 
their vigour and adtivity, regarded with con- 
tempt his age and corpulence. Some refent- 
ment might be infpired by the remembrance of 
the perfidy of Lucullus and Galba ; and the fword 
of a Lufitanian deprived Viriatus of the glory 
of detaining in chains a Roman general. 

Viriatus would have ill deferved the reputation 
of fagacity, had he in the pride of victory neg- 
leAed the means of improving it. The arms of 
the legionaries were diftributed among the com- 
panions of his fortune. The renown of his at- 
chievements allured frefli thoufands to his ftand-« 
ard ; and at the head of a numerous and zealous 
army he beheld himfelf capable of undertaking 
more important enterprifes. 

Ten thoufand foot, and thirteen hundred horfe, 
had landed in Spain from Italy, under the con* 
duA of the praetor Caius Plantius, to fupport the 
authority of the republic. They were joined by 
the troops which had furvived the defeat of Veti- 
lius; 
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lius; and by the Spaniards who dill owned the 
influence^ or dreaded the arms of Rome. In 
their inarch from Tarragona towards the banks 
of the Tagus^ they were harafled by the attacks 
of Viriatus ; and four thoufand who had been 
detached from the main army were furrounded 
and cut off by the Lufitanian chief. Encouraged 
by this fecond proof of the valour of his foUow- 
ers^ Viriatus afpired to a more honourable vie* 
tory : he met^ in an open field of battle, the le- 
gions and allies of Rome. The ardour of the 
latter was probably chilled by the fight of the 
kindred enfigns of their adverfaries; and they 
might defert without ignominy a field where vie* 
tory would have only ferved to have riveted their 
own fliackles. The former were broken, dif« 
perfed, or flaughtered ; the remnant fought iheU 
ter within the walls of the neighbouring cities 
that were retained in fubjedion by the ftrength 
of their garrifons ; but the open country hailed 
Viriatus as the deliverer of Spain ; and his name 
was the fubjed of triumph from the Iberus to the 
Boetis. 

In the hour of calamity and defeat, the forti* 
tude and refources of Rome were moft con* 
fpicuous: Viriatus had fcarcely eftabliihed his 
triumph over Plantius before he was informed of 
the approach of Claudius Unimanus ; yet the fate 
of Unimanus was the fame as that of his pre* 

C 3 deceflor 
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deceflbr ; tind vanquiihed in battle^ he efcaped 
with difHcuky from the purfuit of the vidors. 

The fortune and renown of Viriatus were re- 
vealed in the appointment of a chief to oppofe 
him^ who was defcended and allied to an il* 
luftrious race of heroes. Quintus Fabius Emilia* 
nus was the brother of the younger Scipio^ afid 
was invcfted with the dignity of conful when he 
was named to the conduA of the war in Spain. 
The virtues of Scipio Africanus were yet frelh 
in the memories of tlie barbarians ; and the love 
of freedom might at leaft be checked by efteeni 
and gratitude. Several tribes of hither Spain 
followed willingly a leader whofe name was ftill 
the objed: of their veneration. Yet Viriatus was 
neither daunted by the reputation of his adver- 
fary, nor difmaycd by the levity of his country* 
men. He frequently defied him to battle ; and 
the confulate of ^milianus expired without his 
being able to obtain any decilive advantage over 
his antagonift. In the quality of proconful his 
militaVy command was prolonged a fecond year ; 
and although the Roman writers alTert that he at 
lad vanquiihed in battle the Lulitanian chiefs 
yet the flrength of the latter appears to have been 
unimpaired ; and he defeated, the two enfuing 
years, Quinftius and Servilianus, the fucceflbrs 
of ^milianus. 

The example and Mgociations of Viriatus had 

been 
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been extended into bithr Spain; and he had 
projected an extenfive confederacy throughout 
the tribes of the Spaniih peninfulai which proba- 
bly might have prefcribed bounds to the am* 
bition of the Roman republic ; but he was fenfi- 
ble that it was alone in the hour of tranquillity 
that he could firmly eftabli(h his authority, and 
recruit the exhaufted ftrength of his country for 
the arduous deligns he meditated : he feized the 
moment of profperity to negociate an advanta* 
geous peace* The fears of Servilianus were im^ 
proved by the addrefs of the Lufitanian; and 
a treaty was figncd by the former, and ratified 
by the fenate of Rome ; by which Viriatus waa 
acknowledged as the friend apd ally of the Ro- 
man people, and the Lufitanians were confirmed 
in the independent poflefiion of thofe regions 
which at that time they had either a&ually 
aequired or retained. 

It is difficult to difcern at this diftance, what 
were the limits of the new dominions of Viria* 
tus ; yet we may naturally conjecture that they 
embraced the greateft part of further Spain. 
Arfa, which he had fixed on as the future capital 
of his kingdom, was fituated at no great diftance 
from the banks of the Anas, and about half way 
between the modern cities of Cordova and Al- 
cantara ; nor 19 it probable that the prudence or 
policy of Viriatus would have fufTered him to 

C 4 have 
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have eftablifhed the feat of his government oa 
the utmoft verge of his territories. 

While Viriatus was intent on the arts of peace^ 
and the exnbellilhments of Arfa^ he heard with 
aftonifliment the hoftile found of the Roman 
trumpet. The haughty fpirit of Rome had been 
wounded by the late treaty ihe had fubfcribed ; 
and her reputation was mortally injured by the 
perfidy with which ihe broke it. The govern- 
ment of whatever remained to the republic in 
further Spain had been allptted to Quintus Ser« 
villus CcepiOj who preiTed the fenate for per- 
xniffion to renew the war againft Viriatus. That 
aflembly was lefs attentive to the honour than the 
aggrandifement of the republic; and without 
any previous intimation of hoftilities^ Coepio^ at 
the head of a numerous and well-appointed army^ 
rapidly advanced towards Arfa. 

Surprizedj and unequal to reiiftancei Viriatus^ 
on his approach^ abandoned with indignation his 
capital^ which he was incapable of defendingi 
and retired within the mountains of the Carpe* 
taniy who inhabited the country which is known 
at prefent by the name of New Caflille. He was 
purfued and encompafled by Coepio; but the 
fame arts which had delivered him from the 
arms of Vetiliusj were again pradtifed with fuc* 
cefs againft Ccepio. His followers difperfed them* 
felvcs by unfrequented paths through the woods 

and 
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tnd mountains ; and though the weaknefs of the 
barbarians allowed them not to challife the per* 
fidy^ the fkill of their commander enabled them 
to elude the vengeance of Rome. 

The aflertor of his country's freedom was not 
indifferent to her happinefs ; and the lawlefs ro- 
ver whofe glory had been eftabliihed in war, 
fighed for the tranquil blefllngs of peace. He ne« 
gociated ; but he ncgociated in arms ; and per- 
haps Viriatus never appeared more truly great, 
than when with a ilender band haftily alTembled 
he obferved and harafled the march of the Ro- 
man legions, and taught Ccepio to refpedfc his 
genius in the hour of adverfity. In every de- 
fultory confli& he maintained his wonted af- 
cendancy; and after every fuccefsful adtion he 
renewed his propofals for peace. The Roman 
conful affected to liften with pleafure to the terms 
that were offered; but beneath the appearance 
of a treaty, he cheriihed a dark defign as in- 
jurious to his own honour as to that of Rome. 
Open and magnanimous, the mind of Viriatui 
readily afcribed the fame virtues to others as he 
himfelf was poflelTed of. If repeated inftances 
of Roman perfidy might warn him to guard 
agatnft the artifices of that republic, the confciouf- 
nefs of his own fervices allowed him not to adopt 
the ilighteft precaution againft the treachery of 
his countrymen. But the deputies, whom he 

had 
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had entrufted with the conduft of the negocU* 
tion, were corrupted by the gold and fplendid 
promifes of Coepio ; they agreed to aifaifinate 
the defender of their country; and they per^ 
formed the engagement with infamous fidelity. 
Viriatus had deferved^ and he confided ini the 
affedion and attachment of his followers; the 
tent of the Lufitanian chief was unprotected by 
guards or fentinels^ and open to accefs at every 
hour to the meaneft foldier ; he was the vidticn 
of his honeft boldnefs ; and^ invincible in arms^ 
he periihed by domeftic treafon. At midnighti 
as in his armour he fnatched a Ihort and neceflary 
repofe from the toils and cares of his (lation, he 
was aflailed by the daggers of the confpirators j 
their weapons were plunged into his throat, the 
only part expofed ; and he inftantly expired^ 
molt probably ignorant of the ingratitude and 
treachery of thofe whom he had loved and 
trufted. 

In every age and country the fame abhorrence 
of vice has prevailed, though not to the fame 
degree : the treafon may be loved, but the traitor 
muft be detelled ; and when the aiTafTins of Viria- 
tus prefented themfelves before Ccepio, and de- 
manded the promifed reward of their crime, 
they were admonilhed by the anfwer of the con- 
ful bow little fidelity can exift in the confederacy 
of guilt : he told them they might retain in fafety 

what 
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ifvfaat they had already received ; but infultingly 
added, it was only from the juftice of the Roman 
fenate they mud expe^ft any further gratification. 
The Lufitanians lamented the lofs» and ho* 
noured the memory of their much*loved general. 
His funeral was folemnized with barbarian mag« 
nificence ; but their weaknefs allowed them not 
to fulfil the duty of revenge, which, in their fa* 
vage ftate, the tribes of Spain would have deemed 
the mod grateful offering to the ihade of the de- 
ceafed hero. Their unanimous fufirages called 
to fupply his place Tantalus, who poilibly was 
recommended by the fame love of independence, 
but who certainly pofifefled not the fame ability 
as his predeceiTor. He funk beneath the difficul* 
ties of his fituation. The very ground which 
had been the theatre of glory to Viriatus, was 
the fcene of difgrace and humiliation to his fuc* 
cefifor : he had ralhly undertaken, and haftily 
abandoned the fiege of Saguntum ; in their re- 
treat the Lufitanian army were entangled within 
the pafles of the mountains ; and the fuperior 
genius of their former general was acknowledged 
and regretted in their vain efforts to extricate 
tbemfelves; by a difgraceful capitulation they 
were firipped of their arms, and were difperfed, 
by the policy of the vidtors, to different and dif- 
tant colonies; the cities on the banks of the 
Boetis returned again to their obedience; the 

Roman 
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Roman eagles were difplayed in triumph through 
the weftern and northern diftrids of Spain ; Ju- 
nius Brutus pafTed the Duero^ and penetrated to 
the coafl of Gallicia ; from the utmoft point of 
Cape Finifterre the Romans caft a look of 
aftoniihment on the vaft expanfe of the Atlantic 
Ocean ; and on their return^ Rome might liften 
with admiration to the fabulous tales of her 
cnterprifing fons^ who boldly affirmed they had 
beheld in thofe remote regions^ the fun yield to 
the approach of nighty and fink into the weftern 
main, with a mighty and tremendous noife. 

The lofty fuperfirudure of dominion which 
had been ereded by the ambition or patriotifm of 
ViriatuSi fell with him who had planned it; 
and from the death of that chief the Lufitanians 
beheld their fertile fields laid wafte^ and their ci- 
ties reduced to aihes. Yet every want was com- 
penfated^ and every calamity atoned, by the en- 
thufiaftic ardour of freedom. In the diibint re- 
celTes of their mountains they ftill breathed the 
pure air of independence; and to the Roman fe- 
nate, which endeavoured to impofe on them the 
ignominious badge of tribute, an high-fpirited 
people more tenacious of their honour and their 
liberty than their property, boldly replied, that 
'* their anceftors had left them fteel to defend 
'^ their poflefEons, inilead of gold to redeem 
"tbem/' 

WhUe 
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While the Luficantans cherifhed the ^ c. 141^ 
(acred flame of freedom amidfl their ■^** 
barren mountains, its fire had been felt and 
confefled by the Celtiberians, whofe fituation 
expofed them with more facility to the arms 
of Rome. Near the fource of the Duero, and 
probably on the confines of hither and further 
Spain 9 arofe the city of Numantiat and the ac- 
curate eye of a modern geographer has fixed its 
fituation a little above the prefent city of Soria. 
Numantia had liftened with attention to the aD- 
chievements and remonftrances of Viriatus, and 
while that chief vindicated the independence of 
Liufitania^^ Numantia aflTerted her native right to 
the free and equal condition ihe had known be- 
fore the intrufion of the Romans; the fame caufe 
was embraced by the neighbouring city of Ter- 
mes, which ftill prefervcs her name without her 
population* Their youth fallied from their gates, 
repulfed in open fight the difciplined valour of 
the Romans, and inflamed the fpirits of their 
countrymen by the liberal di(tribution of the 
fpoil. Intimidated by the approach of Quintus 
Pompeius at the head of thirty thoufand veterans, 
they condefcended to treat of fubmiffion; but 
they rejedlked with contempt the rigorous and ig- 
nominious conditions which would have defpoiled 
th^m of their fortifications and their arms. 
'* Brave men, exclaimed they, aever quit their 

** arms 
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'^ arms but with their lires/' Indignation and 
defpair fupplied the want of numbers ; vanquilh- 
ed in battle^ the Roman general was compelled 
to accept of a treaty by which they delivered up 
the Roman prifoners and deferters^ and engaged 
for the payment of thirty talents at different 
periods. 

A. c. 141, ^^ when Viriatus was no more, 
"** and the imprudence of Tantalus had 
confined the hopes^ or at leaft the refiftance 
of the Lufitanians within the limits of their 
mountains, the cities of Numantia and Termes 
were expofed to the whole weight of Roman 
ambition and refentment. The fenate had flernly 
.refufed to ratify the treaty that had been fub* 
fcribed by Pompey, and without reftoring the 
hoftages, or refunding the money, inftantly dif- 
played again the fignal of hoflility. The Nu- 
mantians beheld from their walls the approach 
of the Roman army under Popilius Loonas; 
and difdaining the advantages of their ram* 
parts and iicuacion, they ruihed forth «to an open 
encounter. Their happy temerity was rewarded 
with fuccefs ; and the remnant of the Roman ar- 
my that cfcapfed their fury, preferved during the 
remainder of the campaign an awful diftance. 

The fucceeding fpring the Roman enfigns 
were again difplayed within light of Numantia, 
and tht inhabitants of that city again fallied 

fonh 
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forth to engage their adverfaries ; twenty thou- 
find Romany were flaughtcrcd by four thoufand 
Numantians; and the conful Hoftilius Manci- 
nu9| with the wretched fugitives from the difaf* 
trous fieldi were furroundcd by the vidori on 
every fide^ They were prcfcrvcd from famine 
or the fword by a treatyi which was ratified by 
the moft folemn oaths of Mancinus and his prin- 
cipal officers. The conditions of it have been 
buried in ftudied filence by the Roman hifto- 
rians : and the oblivion to which they have con- 
figncd it| and the fituation of the vanquiihed 
armyi flrengthen the conjcdture, chat the inde« 
pendence of Numantia was formally expreflcd^ 
and was the fiipulacion tliat ranfomcd the lives of 
Mancinus and his foldiers. 

The Numantians were again defrauded of the 
fruits of viftory by the perfidy of their adverfa* 
riesi and the treaty concluded by Mancinus was 
violated by the Roman fenate with the fame fa* 
cility as that which had been fubfcribed by Pom- 
pcy. Yet they afiefted to difgulfe their breach 
of faith beneath the appearance of rigid jullicc; 
and by the authority of that alTembly, Mancinus 
was delivered in chains to the rcfcntment of the 
Numantian'8. Thcfe, with becoming magnani- 
mity, rejected the proffered viftim. ** It is not,** 
faid they, " the facrifice of a private man that 
•* can atone for a breach of the public faith/* 

The 
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The avarice of Emilius Lepidus, who had been 
appointed fucc^fTor to Mancinus^ had prompted 
him to undertake the liege of Palantia^ the capt* 
tal of the Vaccasi ; and he incurred the double 
difgrace of abandoning in hade an enterpriic 
that had been concerted without juftice. His 
•retreat did not efcape the vigilant and adive re* 
fentment of the befieged ; he was purfued> over- 
taken^ and defeated ; and fix thoufand legtona« 
ries expiated with their lives the guilt of their 
general. 

If the Spaniards were elated by fuccefs, they 
were foon convinced by mournful experience of 
the viciiiitudes of war. The city of Palantia was 
befieged 9 and compelled to furrender by Cal» 
phurn Pifo ; that of Termes was probably about 
the fame time obliged to acknowledge the fove« 
reignty of Rome ; the Lufitanians were dill con- 
fined within the fortrefles of their mountains ; and 
the Numantians could not hear without Tome 
emotions of fear that a fecond Scipio Africanus^ 
who rivalled the martial fame of the firjl^ was ap- * 
pointed to conduct againfl: them the flower of the 
Roman legions. 

It is not probable that the pride of Rome fuf- 
fered her to dimlnifli the account of the number 
of her enemies; and by the confefiion of her 
own hiftorians^ the Numantians capable of bear- 
ing arms exceeded not ten thoufand. But they 

were 
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Were united by the f^me hopes, and the fame 
danger ; and had their adverfaries prefumed im- 
mediately to oppofe their ardour on the field of 
battle^ the remembrance of former vidtories 
might have been the prelude to new ones* But 
Scipio, though at the head of fixty thoufand fol- 
diers, declined the inaufpicious walls of Nu« 
mantia; and fuifered an year to elapfe in re- 
ftortng and confirming the difcipline of his fol- 
diers before he ventured to approach that city. 
His march was retarded by the attacks of the 
Nutnantians; but their impetuous valour was 
compelled to yield to the (leady courage of the 
Romans. When upbraided by their countrymen, 
that they had fled before thofe whom they had 
fo frequently vanquiftied j— " The Romans/' 
replied they, ^* are indeed the fame iheep, but 
" they have got a different fliepherd/' With a 
figh of defpair and indignation they beheld their 
fields laid wafte by the invaders ; and their laft 
retreat within the walls of Numantia, was foon fol- 
lowed by the clofe blockade of thatxlevoted city« 

The city of Numantia arofe on a lofty hill, and 
Its walls, of three miles in circumference, were 
manned by four thoufand brave and vigorous ci- 
tizens, whofe minds were fortified by the love of 
liberty, and the contempt of death. Could any 
honourable terms of peace have fatisfied their 
enemies, they would have willingly fubfcribed 
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them. The intolerant fpirit o€^ Rome demanded 
the furrender of their arms, their city, and their 
perfonsy to be difpofed of at the difcretion of the 
fenate ; and the Numantsans preferred a glorious 
death to a life of fervitude. They fallied from 
theu: walls^ and defied the hoil of their befiegert 
to battle. But the prudence of Seipio reftrained 
hii foldiers within the lines, and the Numantians 
as they returned revolved in anxious horror a 
lingering fate by famine. One hope remained, 
to roufe in their defence the martial tribes of 
Spain* Five aged warriors, each attended by his 
fon, undertook to penetrate the works of the be« 
fiegers; they pierced the Roman lines, hewed 
down the guard that oppofed them, and efcaped 
be£3re the Numidian horfe could be afiembled 
for purfuit. But the attempt was more honour- 
able to themfelves than Serviceable to their coun- 
trymen ; the emotions of compaffion were over- 
whelmed by thofe of fear ; and of the numerous 
and powerful fiates of Spain, one city alone 
yielded to the noble ardour, and aflumed their 
arms for the relief of Numantia. 

The walls of Lutia have been levelled by time 
or policy ; and no monuments remain to mark 
the fpot on which they flood. Yet one generous 
aAion has immortalized her fame ; aod when Aa 
embraced the finking fortunes of the NismantiaDSt 
file refcued ber own namio foe ever from ohUvton^ 

But 
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But before her y#Qth could buckle* on their ar- 
moufy they were furprifed by the appearance of 
Scipio at their gates. The Roman general had 
been apprifed of their defigni and with a fele£fc 
detachment had preiTed forward to vengeance. 
Lutia was incapable of refiftdnce ; and four hun- 
dred of the noUeft youths were the miferable vie* 
tims to the implacable feyerity of Scipio. Their 
right hands were lopped from them ; and their 
mutilated appearance warned the neighbouring 
nations how dangerous it was to provdke the 
wrath of Rome. 

In the grief of the Numantians for the fate 
of their generous allies, was mingled fome con« 
cern for their own fafety. Each hour diminiihed 
the fcanty flock of their provifions, and aug* 
mented the number of their enemies. Their 
councils were influenced by famine and defpair ; 
and the deputation which ifllied from their gates, 
folicited Scipio to fecure their future fidelity by 
receiving their fubmiffion on honourable terms, 
or to allow them the means of a glorious death 
in battle. The cold and laconic reply of the 
proconful, that they muft furrender at difcretion, 
determined the Numantians. Sword in hand 
they fallied forth on their opprellbrs, and their 
bloody defpair was gratified by the carnage of 
their enemies. Their ftrength was exhaufted by 
the unequal confli(ft j but their fpirits were far 
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from fubdued. They that weit driven back into 
the city^ fee fire to their houfes, and with their 
wives and families ruibed on deftrudiom Fifty 
alone were with difficulty raviihed from the 
flames to adorn the triumph of the viftor ; and 
after defying the power of Rome for fourteen 
^ears^ Numantia was confounded in an heap df 
alhes by the indignant rage of her citizens. 
A. C. 1389 'I^be refiftance of Numantia may 

7^« be coniidered as the laft memorable 
firuggle of Spain for independence ; and though 
the Cantabrians and Afturians, in the moun- 
tains of modern Bifcay and Afturia^ long cbe- 
rifhed the facred flame of freedom^ and^ confi- 
dent in their native faftnefles, often invaded 
the fertility of the plains^ and braved in their 
craggy retreat the refentment of Rome, yet their 
enterprifes were confined to tranfient and pre- 
datory incurfions. The greateft. part of the pe- 
ninfula acquiefced under the Roman yoke ; and 
it was only in the civil diflenfions of the republic, 
that her name in the courfe of an hundred years 
attrads our curiofity« 

When the party of Marius was 

' *' '* overwhelmed in Italy by the fupertor 
genius or fortune of SylUi the remnant found 
an afylum in Spain. The name of Sertorius 
is ranked with that of the mod celebrated 
commanders of antiquity; and the mildnefs 

of 
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of hU civil tdAiinidration endeared hinv to 
the Spaniards, who had long been accuftomed 
to groan beneath the rapacity of the Roman pro- 
confuls. Yet Sertorius was himfelf diftingutlhed 
by a quick and lively jealoufy for the dignity of 
the republic. He was the enemy of the ufurpa* 
tion of Sylla, but not of Rome. Heaifumed 
himfelf the enligns of a Roman officer; he be- 
ftowed 00^ three hundred of his companions the 
title of Senator ; and if he condefcended to treat 
with the mountaineers of Lufitania and Cantabria 
as allies, he fcorned to violate the fovereignry of 
Rome, or to delude the Spaniards with the hopes 
of independence. 

Sertorius was the victim of domeftic treafon ; 
and the tribes of Spain who had embraced his 
caufe were expofed to the refentment of Pom* 
pey, who commanded the army of the republic* 
In his return to Rome, that general, in his pre« 
tenfions to a triumph, reckoned up eight hun« 
dred and feventy-one towns which he had re-^ 
duccd ; and though many of thefe might be 
little more than walled villages, yet fome proba« 
bility muft be allowed to the aflertion, fmce un« 
der the reign of Vefpafian, Pliny exhibited a lift 
of three hundred and fixty Spaniih cities. 

It is probable that Pompey ufed 
his victory with moderation, fince * ' ''^' 
in the ftruggle for dominion between himfelf 

D3 and 
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uid.CEefar, Spain appears to htve fupponed 
with ardour the fortune of the former. The 
banks of the . Segra were the theatre of a long 
and doubtful conteft between the lieutenants of 
Pompey and Casfar himfelf, The commanding 
genius of the latter efiabliihed his triumph ; and 
Spain profefTed a reluctant fubmiflion to tho 
conqueror. 

When Pompey was no more, hia 
memory was revered, and his fons 
were protected by the gratitude and affedioii 
of the tribes of Spain. The ftandard of op- 
poficion was again ereded in that province, 
and the martial natives joined with alacrity the 
IfgioDs which fiill adhered to the Pompeiai> 
party. Their growing numbers, an.d rapid pro- 
grefsy demanded the prefence of Caefar. He 
landed at Saguntum ; and in the plains of Munda, 
which, at fome diAance from Malaga, ftill pre- 
feive their aacient name, encountered a refiihiiKc 
not unworthy the conqueror of Gaul. The day 
waSf however, unfavourable to the Tons of Pom-« 
pey ; the flight of the eldeft ferved only to pro* 
traA a few weeks a miferable and inglorious 
exiftence; he wai purfued, taken, and ilain t>y 
Quintus Didius, the admiral of Cxfar; but the 
vounger gained the flielter of the Celtiberian 
>untuns i and was enabled, by the fidelity of 
the 
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tht fearkft inha|pkaiits» to elude the «aive etunitf 
<^ the viAor. 

Spain was far from acknowledging in the dtfai*- 
troufi field of Munda, her own fortune. Q^lotus 
DidiuSy who had difcmbarked without caution 
on the coaft of Lufitania, was furrounded and 
killed by the natives ; and hia death might be 
coniidered as an acceptable Sacrifice to the ihade 
of the elder Fompey, The cit^ of Munda en« 
4ured a long and bloody fiege ; and was at length 
taken by aflaukj that of Cordova refufed to 
open her gates but to Cefar himielf. Hifpaiis^ 
which boafted its foundation from Hifpal^ one of 
the ancient princes of SpaiQi and ftill fubfifts un- 
<kr the name of Seville, confented to receive 
a RoQun garrifon; but the inhabitants, in the 
night, admitted a party of Lufitanians ; and the 
jRomans were attacked and ilaughtered by the 
'Citisens, and their .new allies. The walls of the 
guilty city were infti^ntly aflailed by Casfar; the 
JJuiitanians were alluned from the fafeguard of 
the ramparts by a fiditious flight of the befiegers ; 
und while they indulged their ardour in the pur- 
fuit, they were encompafled, and broken by the 
Roman eavalry ; the citizens, unequal alone to 
the defence of their fortifications^ threw them- 
felvea on the clemency of the conqueror. But 
though Caefar confented to fpare the lives of a 
proftrate peoptei he rigidly required and exafted 
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the riches they were pofleiTedof ; and the attach- 
ment of Spain to Pompey was atoned by the 
heavieft contributions. 

From the moment that the Roman eagles had 
been difplayed throughout that peninfulai the 
Spaniards might juftly complain of the infatiate 
avarice of their new mafters ; and their affiduous 
labour in the mines could fcarcely anfwer the iiw 
ceflant demands of Rome. The firft Africanus, 
after the expulfion of the Carthaginians, tranf- 
mitted to the treafury of the republic fourteen 
thoufand three hundred and forty pounds of fiU 
ver; Lucius Lentulus collected forty-four thou- 
fand pounds of filver, and two thoufand five hun#> 
dred of gold ; Manlius twelve hundred pounds of 
filver; Cornelius Lentuliusi in two years ad* 
miniflration of hither Spain, amafled fifteen hun*> 
drcd pounds of gold, and two thoufand pounds^ 
of filver ; while the diligence of his colleague 
extorted hom further Spain, in the fame fpace of 
time, fifty thoufand pounds of filver. Within 
nine years, a fum equal to five hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling flowed from Spain into the trea* 
fury of Rome ; and it is probable that the wealth 
.which was diverted from the public channel by 
the avarice of individuals, was not much lefs. 
Yet thefe drains were far from exhaufting the 
country ; mention is made by Strabo of a mine 
pegr Charthagena which yielded every day twenty^ 

fiv« 
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fire thoufaod dracbtns of filver, or about three 

1 

hundred thoufand pounds a year ; and according 
to PUnyj twenty thoufand pound; weight of gold 
was annually received from the provinces of 
Afturiay GalUciai and Lufitania. 

The total redudfcion and prefcrva- 
tion of fo wealthy a country could * »*^* 

not but excite the attention of the Romans ; 
and foon after Auguftus had ejctinguilhed all 
competition by the battle of Adium, and efta* 
blilhed himfelf the undifputed mafter of the 
Roman world, he vifited Spain in peHbn, and 
fixed his refidence in the city of Tarragona. 
The predatory incuriions of the Cantabrians and 
Afturians were the pretence for a war, which. pro* 
bably was firft fuggefted by avarice; and the Ro« 
man legions were attraded into the mountainous 
diftriAs of modern Bifcay and Afturia by the re» 
port of the precious metals with which they 
abounded. The natives defended their treafures 
and freedom with a valour worthy of their an- 
cient renown. But the conteft was too unequal 
to laft long; twenty-three thoufand of the Canta« 
brians were furrounded by the* Romans and com* 
pelled to furrender. Ten thoufand of the moft 
vigorous were incorporated among the legions, 
and condemned to employ their (brength and cou- 
rage in the fubjedion of their countrymen; the 
reft were fold into fervitude; hut their 4c^pdii^ 

dif- 
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difappftinted the avarice of their purdurus; aitsl 
the greateft part embraced with abcricy a volun- 
tary death. The fate of the Aftunana was fcaroe 
lefs terrible; two Roman arnues entere'd fnun 
oppolite fides their country, explored their retreate 
with perfevering caution, and involved' them in 
a general confiagration. The temnant that had 
efceped from th« fire and the fword implored the 
ckmency of the vitftora. From the northern ex- 
tremity of the Pyrenees Co Cape Ortegal, the 
fierce tribes of Cantabiia and Afturia confented 
to receive the Roman yoke; a bridge of ftone 
vas thrown over the Iberus to preferre the knore 
ready communication betweenthe provinces; and 
the cities of Cxfar Augufta and Augufta Emerita^ 
which Hill fubfift under the names of Sacagoflk 
and Merida, were founded by Auguftus on the 
northern «Ktr<mity of the country of the Edetani^ 
ind on the bankf cf the river Anas. 

The fanguinary chaftifenient of the Cants- 
briane had not broken their independent fpirits; 
and five years had fcarce elapfed from their late 
defeat/before they again rofe in arms, and at- 
tempted to throw off the Roman yoke. Tbeic 
ir fummoned to the encounter Agrippa, the 
ited general, and fon-in-law of Auguftus ; 
ut a hope, or even a defire of pardon, the 
brians with tumultuous cries rufhed to the 
e, andthe Roman legionsttiruQk from thefirft 
efforti 
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efforts of their rage. They were rallledy and con# 
(duded to vidory by die example of their chief; 
and after a long and bloody confliA, the barba* 
rians yielded to the fuperior difcipline and anqi 
of their adverfaries. Yet Agrippa confeflcd of 
the many engagements he had commanded in# 
this had proved the mod fevere and obftioate; 
and his vidory was purchased by the lives of 
his braved legionaijies. Though dear, however^ 
it was complete ; and the Cantabrians were never 
again able to face their enemies in the field. 
Their ftrong holds were difcovered and forced 
by the indivftry of the viAors ; their caftles weve 
levelled $ they were compelled to defcend from 
their mountains^ and cultivate the plain. They 
were taught to prefer the flow but certain advan* 
tages of agriculture to the precarious fucceffs of 
predatory adventure ; and about two hundred 
years from the firft invafion of Spain by the Soi* 
piosy the arms of Agrippa eytinguiihed t4ie laft 
fparks of independence throughout that great 
peninfula, and reduced it to the humble condi«> 
tion of a province of Rome. 

In an age that had been diftinguHhed by a ra<* 
pid fucceflion of the mod uncommon revolu- 
tions, it is not furprifing that the prudence of 
Augudus fliould divide the power of his lieute- 
nants^ and endeavour to difarm the ambition of 
9n individual from afpiring to empire. It was 

this 
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this jealoufy that probably fuggefted the new ar-^ 
langemem of Spain» which was diftributed into 
three provinces, Tarraconenfis, Luficania, and 
Boetica* Tarraconenfis correfponded nearly with 
biiber Spain , and embraced the modern coun<> 
tries of Gallicia and the Afturias, Bifcay, and 
Navarre, Leon and the two CaftiUes, Murcia, 
Valencia, Catalonia, and Arragon ; it occupied 
all the northern part of the peninfula from the 
foot of the Pyrenees to the mouth of the Duero, 
where Lufitania commenced; from the Duero the 
confines of Lufitania were extended beyond thofe 
of the kingdom of Portugal, to the mouth of tho 
Anas. From the Anas Boetica ftretched along 
the weftem extremity of Spain, included the city 
of Gades and the rocky height of Calpe, whofe aa* 
cient name is loft in that of Gibraltar ; its boun* 
daries were marked by the mountains of Orofpeda^ 
or Sierra Morena, which invelope the fource of 
the Boetis, and by the city of Urci on the confines 
of Tarraconenfis. Yet even broken and disjoint* 
ed, the different provinces of Spain were ftill ca* 
pable of relieving the poverty or of fati^fying the 
avarice of their refpedtive governors ; and the ad- 
minifiration of them for near four hundred years 
was deemed by the Romans the moft defirable re** 
ward of their fervices* 



CbapUr 
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State of Spain until the rei^n of GalUcnus.'^InvaJtopi 
of the Franksr^Is ufurped by Conjlantine in the 
reign of Honorius.^'ts betraytd or abandoned t$ 
ihe Sueviy the Vandals^ and the Jlani.'— Their de^ 
vacations. — They are attacked by Adoltbus.-^Deatb 
of Adolthus. — Atchievements of frallia.^Rxtir^ 
pates the Alani. — Fanquijhes the Fandals and tbi 
Suevi^^^Refiores Spain to the Romans.— 'Exploiti 
of the Fandals.'-^Tiey defeat the Romans.— They 
plunder Majorca and Minorca. — They depart for 
Africa. — Devajations of the Suevi.—Theodoric 
king of the Goths marches to the relief of Spain.'—' 
His victory over the Suevi^ who retire into GaUid4^ 
'—Euric tbefucaffor of Theodoric completes the re* 
dufiion of the greatejl part of Spain.— 'He isfuc* 
ceeded by Alaric, who is killed in battle by Clovis^ 
^^Reign of Amalaric.'-^AdminiJlration and reign 
of Tbeudes.^—The Vifigoths ele8 Theodigele.^^He is 
ajaffinated. — Civil war in Spain.*^Athanegilde with 
ire ajfijlance of the Romans obtains the crbwn.^^ 
He is fucceeded by Liuva and Leovigild.^—Lecvi^ 
gild carries on afuccefsful war with the Romans in 
Spain.— His fons Hermenigild and Recared are de* 
dared princes of the Goths.— Submijfwn of the Can* 
tabrians, (^c— Marriage and converjion of Herme* 
nigild.—He rebels againji his father.'— Is tw«# 
quifhed and imprifoned.—Efcapes from imprifon* 
ment.^^Civil war.— Hermenigild is ag(tin mad$ 

captive^ 
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captive.^'^He negociates with the Romans.-^He U 
put to diath.'^ExtinSion of the kingdom of the 
Suevi in Spain.^^^CharaSler and death ofLeovigiU* 
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ROM the divifion of Spain by Auguftus, to 
the acceffion of Gallienus during more than two 
hundred and feventy years^ that country in the 
humble condition of part of the Roman empire, 
enjoyed or abufed the advantages of wealth and 
luxury. Twenty-five colonies which had been 
eftabliflied by the care or interefl of the parent 
ilate^ foon diffufed throughout the moft remote 
diftrifts of the peninfula the bleflTngs of agricul- 
ture, and the monuments* of public fplendour. 
The rapacity of a needy or avaricious governor 
might tranfiently interrupt the generalhappinefs; 
but the wounds which his adminiftration could 
inflidt were foon healed ; the internal refources 
of the Spaniards reftored their wonted profperity; 
the grape and the olive were tranfplanted into 
Spain, and have flourifhed on the banks of the 
Tagus and the Bcetis; and the advanced (late of 
Spaniih hufbandry under the reign of Tiberius has 
been elegantly defcribed in the treatife of Colu- 
mella, who was himfelf a Spaniard. The aque- 
dui^t of Segovia, and the ftupendous bridge of 
Alcantara which was thrown over the Taguft by 
the contribution of a few Luiitanian communities, 

evince 
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evince the fpirit and ability of the provincials to 
projeA and execute the moft ufeful and noblo 
undertakings ; and tbe curious eye of the travcUet 
may difcover at Tarragona, in the ruins of th« 
palace of Auguftus^ of the circus^ and the am- 
phitheatre^ the ancient magnificence of thoft 
ftrqdtures. 

Tet it was not only by the works of art and 1 1« 
bour that Spain was diftinguiflied above the crowd 
of Roman provinces ; in the elegance and vigour 
of literary compofition, ihe afpired to rival the 
parent flate. Her pretentions to philofophy were 
fubftantiated by the two Senecas, who were born 
at Cordova; the fame city might in the birth of 
Lucan boaft an epic poet, deemed by the too 
fond partiality of his admirers, not inferior to 
Virgil; Florus was the offspring, and has been 
ftyled the ornament of Spain; and Biibilis, the 
native city of Martial, has gradually been cor- 
rupted into the name of Banbola; but dill fcrves 
to mark on the banks of the Xalon, the fpot where 
that writer firft indulged the fportive fallics of 
his pointed wit. 

To obtain the palm in fcience and literature 
W2(s no ignoble ambition ; yet, in every age, the 
prejudices of mankind have preferred the tro- 
phies of the warrior td the filent but more ufeful 
labours of the fcholar. The toils and dangers of 
a military life can only be compenfated or con* 

temned 
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temncd by the hope of immortal fame. The 
generous palSon was felt and difplayed by Spain. 
Her fons urged in arms their pretenfions to, and ' 
obtained the honours of the triumph. Their 
natties were infcribed among the moft illuftrious 
of the confular fenators ; and Rome ratified with 
tranfport the adoption of her emperor Nerva, 
when he chofe from Spain a fon and fucceflbr. 
Trajfln was born at Icalica, which at pccfent fub- 
fifts in the name of Old Seville ; and his country- 
men might exult in a fovereign whofe virtues 
have been deemed not inferior to thofe of the 
Scipios. The native place of Hadrian was the 
fame as that of Trajap. The younger Antonine 
was atfo of Spanifh extraction ; and Spain might 
JLiftly claim fome glory from the luftrc and happi- 
nefs which, during their various adminiftrations, 
her Tons diffufed over the wide extent of the 
Roman world. 

But when the gathering clouds of che 

north burft on the Roman empire, Spain 

was fhaken by the violence of the tempeft, and 

involved in the general night of darknefs and 

calamity. The union and clofe confederacy of 

the modern kingdoms of France and Spain a few 

years fince were confidered as dangerous to the 

ence , of Europe ; but the name of the 

■'ranks was firft revealed to the Spaniards ' 

hoftile and deftru£Uve invafion. From 

the 
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the banks of the Rhine they, penetrated through 
the rugged paflcs of the Pyrenees; Tarragona, 
the flourilhing capital of a peaceful province, 
was facked, and almoft deftroyed ; during twelve 
years they extended their dcvaftations over, the 
opulent and defencclefs peninfula ; nor did they 
abandon it until it was no longer able to fuppl/ 
their prodigal rapacity. The veffels which com- 
merce had coUedted in the ports of New Car-^. 
thage and Cadiz fervcd to tranfport them into 
Mauritania. But the traces of their blind fury 
and devouring progrefs were long after their re- 
treat to be difcerned; at the beginning of the 
fifth century of the Chriilian sera, Ilerda and 
Lerida dill remained in ruins; a few wretch- 
ed peafants, the fole inhabitants of thofe once 
magnificent cities, reared their cottages amongft 
the fragments of palaces ; and amidft the broken 
columns of Roman fculpture, might juftly accufe 
the vvarlton rage of the barbarians. 

Though bent by the ftorm, yet the grandeur 
of Spain was f^Ct from extinguilhed ; the cities 
of Merida, Corduba, Seville, and Tarragona, 
ftitl maintained their ftation amongft the moll il- 
lufirious of the Roman world; and though an 
hundred and fifty years of peace had not totally 
bbliterated the footfteps of the Pranks, yet her 
natural produ^ions had been improved by in- 
genuity and indufti^ ; her ports were again filled 
VOL. I. E by 
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by innumerable veffcls; her fertility and trade 
attracted the admiration and envy of the moft 
diftant nations ; that martial fpirit which had 
enabled, her fo long to refill the arms o^ 
Rome, feemed tranfiently to revive ; and an 
hardy and faithful militia guarded with native 
valour and vigilance the important paffes of the 
Pyrenees ; and repelled the frequent attempts of 
the Germans. 

When the feeble fway of HonofriuJ 
encouraged the ambition of his generals 
and ^lieutenants to ufurp the imperial purple^ and 
their rival claims confumed in civil difTenfions 
that flrength which might have been fucccfl- 
. fully oppofed to the fierce myriads of the north, 
Conftantine, who had been acknowldged by the 
armies of Gaul and Britain, atchieved alfo tho 
conqueft, or received the fubmiffion of Spain. 
The only refiftance he encountered was from the 
private zeal of the family of Theodofius.' The 
four brothers, after an unfuccefsful effort to main- 
tain their ground at the head of the ftationary 
troops of Lufitania, retired to their eftatcs, where 
they levied and armed, at their own expence, a 
confiderable body of Haves and dependants, and 
occQpicd the ftrong paffes of the Pyrenean moun- 
tains. They were encompaffcd and oppreffed 
by the promifcuous band of Scots, of Moors, • 
and Marcomanni, who had been allured into his 

fervicc 
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fervice by the liberality of Conftantine. Yet the 
reign of the ufurper was fliort ; and before his 
death he was mortified by the revolt of Spain, 
ivhich, at the influence of his general, Gerontius, 
inveftcd Maximus with the imperial purple. The 
fame fate involved Conftantine, Maximus, and 
Gerontius ; and they were overwhelmed by the 
fuperior fortune or genius of Conftantius, the 
general, and afterwards the brother-in-law of 
Honorius. 

The mercenary troops of Conftantine 
who had been intrufted with the defence 
of the pafles of the Pyrenees were, on the death 
of that ufurper, induced, either by the confciouf- 
nefs of their guilt, or by the hopes of rapine, to 
abandon their ftation ; and about ten months be- 
fore the fack of Rome by the Goths, the Suevi, 
the Vandals, and the Alani poured through the 
ftraits of the mountains. It is doubtful whether 
they were invited by treachery, or attradled by 
negligence ; but their irruption was followed by 
the moft dreadful calamities : the barbarians exer- 
cifed their indifcriminate cruelty on the fortunes 
of the Romans and the Spaniards ; and ravaged 
with equal fury the cities and the open country. 
The progrefs of famine reduced the miferablc 
inhabitants to feed on the flefh of their fellow 
creatures ; and even the wild beafts, who multi- 
plied without controul in the defert, were exafpe- 

£ z rated 
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rated by the tafte of blood, and the impaiiener 
of hunger, boldly to attack and devour their bu~ 
man prey. Pcftilence foon appeared, the m- 
feparable companion of famine ; a large pro- 
portion of the people was fwept away ; and tbcr 
groans of the dying excited only the envy of 
their fur-viving friends. At length the barbarians,, 
fetiatcd with carnage and rapine, and afflifted by 
the contagious evils which they themfelves had 
introdticed, fixed their permanent feats in the de- 
populated country. The ancient Gallicia, whofe 
limits include the kingdom of Caftille, was di- 
yided between the SuevI and the Vandals ; the 
Alani were fcattcred over the provinces of Cartha- 
gena and Lufitania, from the Mediterranean tO' 
the Atlantic Ocean ; and the fruitful territory of 
BoeticAwas allotted to the Silingi, another branch 
of the Vandalic nation. After regulating this 
partition, the conquerors contrafted with their 
new fubjefts fome reciprocal engagementi of 
protcdion and obedience ; the lands were agaia 
cultivated ; and the- towns and villages were 
- — in occupied by a captive people. The greateft 
: of the Spaniards were even difpofed to prefer 
r new condition of poverty and barbarifm to 
ferere oppreflions of the Roman government, 
there were many who ftill afli:rted their nx- 
: freedom ; and who refufcdi more cfpecially 
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in the mounttint of Gallicla^ to fubtnit to the 
barbarian yoke* 

Such, according to an eloquent hidorian of 
that country, was tlie miferable date of Spain, 
v^hen the fame means were employed to reftore 
ber to the fubjedtion of Rome, as had been^ex- 
crtcd 10 wre(t her from it. Adolphus, the btothei^- 
in«law of the renowned Alarici had been unanU 
jiiouily chofen to fucceed to the vacant throne of 
the Goths. He pfofeifed his intention to em- 
ploy bis fword not to fubvert, but to re^eftabliih 
and maintain tiie profperity of the Roman em* 
pirc; and he was confirmed in his attachment 
to the caufe of the republic by the afcendancy 
which a Roman princefs had acquired over his 
heart and underibnding. He adniired his cap^ 
tive Placidia, the daughter of the great Theo* 
dofiusy and the fifter of the emperor Honorius. 
Flacidia yielded without reluAance to the defires 
of a conqueror young and valiant ; and ber mair- 
riage with the Gothic king was celebrated in the 
prefence of Italy. Adolphus marched againft 
the tyrants beyond the Alps ; and Honorius* a^ 
cepted from his hand the grateful prefent of the 
heads of the brothers Jovinus and Sebaftian, wh4 
iiad aflumcd in Gaul the imperial purple. 

It is probable that the Roman cmpe- a. D. 414^ 
fw regarded with jealoufy the mill- ♦'^^ 
tary fervices of his brother-in-law ; and the pru* 

£ 3 denae 
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deuce of his couafellors was difplayed in the re- 
moval of Adolphus from the peaceful plenty of 
Italy. The Gothic king was perfuadcd to tura 
his vI6:orious arms againft the barbarians in Spain; 
and to undertake the conqueft of that peninfula 
.4s. the ally of Hononus. From Gaul he palTed 
the Pyrenees ; and furprifed, in the name of the 
emperor, the city of Barcelona. But he had 
fcarce time to exult in bis fuccefs> before he fell 
the viftim of domeftic treafon : he had im- 
.prudently received into his fervice one of the 
followers of Sarus, a barbarian chief, who had 
boen facrificed by Adolphus to a long and here- 
ditary enmity ; the death of Sarus was avenged 
,by that of Adolphus, who periihed in his palace 
■of Barcelona by the hand of the daring alTaffin ; 
-and Singeric, the brother of Sarus, in the mo- 
.ment of conftematioo ufurped the Gothic throne, 
put to death the children of his predeceflbr, and 
compelled Placidia to attend on foot through 
the ftreets of Barcelona the triumph of her con- 
fort's murderer. 

A. D. 41s, The cruelty of Singecic probably 
*''* haftened his dcftruftion ; fevcn days af- 
lis ufurpation, be alfo in his turn periihed by 
refentment of an individual; and the Gothic 
tre was, by the choice of the nation, commit* 
o Wallia. . From Barcelona, the new mooarch 
;hed in arms through the modem provinces of 
Valencia, 
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Valencia, Murcia, and Grenada j and from the 
rock that is now covered by the fortrefs of Gib- 
raltar, he revolved the invafion of the oppofice 
coaft of Africa, He was diverted from the entcN 
prife by a violent tempeft, and by the remon- 
firances of the imperial court ; and in a folemn 
treaty Wallia engaged to imitate the example of 
Adolphiis, and to draw his fword in the fervice 
of Honorius. The barbarian princes of Spain 
were animated by the fame paflions, and were 
excited by the fame pretenfions ; the flames of 
war blazed forth from the foot of the Pyrenees 
to the mouth of the Boetis. The contending 
chiefs are faid ^ to have addrefled their letters^ 
their ambalTadors, and their hoftages, to the 
throne of the weftern emperor, exhorting him to 
remain a tranquil fpedator of their cbnteft, the 
events of which muft be favourable to the Ro- 
mans by the flaughter of their common enemies. 
The fuperior genius and fortune of Wallia efta* 
bliihed his triumph ; yet it was not until the va- 
lour of his Gothic followers had been approved 
in three obftinate and bloody campaigns, that his 
competitors acknowledged his claims to conqueft« 
The province ofBoetica, which had been the 
fcene of devaftation to, became the grave of 
the Silingi. Lufitania was flrewed with the 
ilaughtered Alani, whofe king periihed on the 
fatal field. The remnant of the Scythian wander* 

£ 4 en 
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ers who cfcaped from the fword of the Goths» 
ranged themfelvct under the fUndard of tbe 
Vandals and the Suevi ; yet neither tbe kindred 
firength of the Vandals, nor the more defperate 
courage of the Suevi, could avuil them agaioft 
the martiftt ardour of Wallia. After a variety 
of unfuccefsful engagements, the promifcuous 
herd of tbe barbarians were driven into the 
mountains of Gallicia. A broken and intraift- 
aWe country oppofed the purfuit of tlie vic- 
tor ; and within a narrow compafs, it might be 
rcafonobly cxpeded that the mutual jealoufy of 
the rival warriors would precipitate their deftruc- 
tion. The mofi wealthy cities of Spain recom- 
penfed the toils of the warlike Goths; and it is 
probable that Wallia indulged bis followers in 
an ample privilege of rapine, before be fulfilled 
his engagements and reftored his Spanifli con- 
quefls to the obedience of Rome ; even then the 
natives regretted the fidelity with which he exe- 
cuted conditions he had fubfcribed; and they 
aSsTtcd that the violence of their barbarian con- 
querors vat to be preferred to the Aeady and in- 
defatigable extortion of their Roman governors. 
A. D. 4>i, Honorius had in perfon triumphed 
*•>■ for the advantages that had been ob- 
tained by the conduct or courage of Wallia ; yet 
1 fliort lime elapfed between his celebratioa 
ic conqueft and his final lofs of the kingdom 
of 
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ef Spain. The Vandals^ on the retreat of tht 
Gotha, had emerged from their faftnefles in the 
mountains of Gallicia. The Suevi who had pre« 
fumed to oppofe, were the early faerifice to their 
valour and renown ; they quitted the ungrateful 
country between Leon and Oviedo, to revel in 
the plenty of the plains of Beetiea; the ap* 
proach of Caftinus with a numerous army of 
Goths and Romansj excited their ardour, rather 
than awakened their fears ; the degenerated Ro« 
mans probably fled ; and if the Goths afierted 
their former reputation, their obftinacy only 
ferved to fweil the llaughter. The prefump« 
tuous Caftinu9 found fhelter in the walls of 
Tarragona; and it is iQoft likely that he foon 
pafTed over into Italy. Seville and Carthagena 
opened their gates to the victorious Vandals; 
and the veflels which the northern warriors 
found coUeded in the port of the latter, tempted 
them to undertake a new, and not lefs profitable 
enterprife. 

The name of the Baleares was limited to the 
two iflands of the Mediterranean oppofite to the 
ihore of Valencia, which, from their different 
extent, obtained, and have preferved the ex- 
preflive appellation of Majorca^ and Minorca. 
They had been early occupied by^ the Phoe* 
nicians ; had, from the time of Scipio Africanus, 
been conquered and poflelTed by the Romans ; 

and 
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and duriag the irruption and bloody contcft of* 
the barbarians, had became the afylum to the 
moft opulent Spaniards, wJio had retreated thi- 
ther, from the icmpeft of war, with their families 
and moft valuable effeifts. The thirft of plunder 
allured the Vandals to furmount their native 
averfion, and to commit themfclves to the perils 
of the fea. They probably availed themfclves 
of a favourable wind ; and, with a fteady breeze, 
they might in twelve hours accomplifti a naviga- 
tion of fcaice fourfcore miles. The wretched 
fugitives, who truftcd to the proteiSion of the 
elements inftedd of arms, were ftripped of the 
remnant of their former opulence ; and the Van- 
dal fleet, laden with fpoil, fleered back its 
fuccefsful courfe into the ports of Spain. The 
barbarians renewed their depredations ; but their 
aftive rapacity bad already exhaufted the coun- 
try ; and they liftened with pleafure to the 
invitation of the governor of Africa, whofe per- 
(bnal refentment folicited them to the invalion 
of that province. The veflels to tranfport them 
acrofs the flraits of Gibraltar were furnifhed by 
Spaniards, whoanxioufly wiftied for their 
rture, and by the African general, who im- 
ntly awaited their arrival ; yet before he 
ed the coaft, Genferic, the king of the Van* 
admonifhed Spain, by one inflance of tre- 
lous vengeance, how dangerous it was to 
provoka 
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provoke his refentment. Hermanric, the king of 
the Suevi. bad defcended from the mountains of 
Gallicia, and prefumed to ravage the Spanilh 
territories, which the Vandalic monarch was re- 
folved to abandon* Impatient of the infult, 
Genferic purfued the hafty retreat of the Suevi 
as far as Merida, precipitated the king and his 
army into the river Anas, and calmly returned to 
the fea-ihore to embark his vidtot*ious troops. 

The retreat of the Vandals was far 
from atchieving the deliverance, or ' * *^ • 
eftabliihing the tranquillity of Spain. The Suevi 
deplored their monarch and the braveft of their 
warriors overwhelmed in the waters of the Anas ; 
but they reviewed with pleafure the numbers 
which dill furvived in the mountains of Gallicia. 
They gradually ilTued from their dark recefles, 
and indulged in the plenty of the plains. About 
thirty years from the departure of Genferic, their 
increafing flrength, under their king Rechiarius, 
afflided the provinces of Carthagena and Tarra- 
gona, and threatened to extinguifh the feeble re- 
mains of the Roman dominions in Spain. The 
emperor of the weft was moved by the cries of 
the oppreffed Spaniards; but the effeminate Ro- 
mans would not have prefumed to have met 
in arms the hardy emigrants from beyond the 
ftream of the Elbe. The chaftifement of the latter 
was intrufted to a kindred hand. The filler of 

Theodoric 
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Thcodoric the king of the Goths had been mar* 
ried to the king of the Suevi ;. but tlie GothiQ 
prince preferred the tics of public, to thofe of 
private connexion : as the ally of Avitus he de- 
clared, unlefs his brpthcr-in-law immediately re- 
tired from the imperial territories in Spain, ho 
would arm in fupport of the pretenfions of Romp^i 
His menaces were derided by the fierce Rechia- 
rius; '' Tell him/' replied the haughty king of 
the Suevi, " that I defpife his fricndlhip, and his 
^' arms; and that I (hall foon try whether he will 
" dare to expedk my arrival under the walls of 
** Tbouloufe.'* The martial impatience of Theo* 
doric allowed him not to wait the promifed at- 
tack of his adverfary ; and his policy might fug-i 
gcfl to him to keep Rechiarius involved in all 
the difadvantages of a defenfive war. But though 
he undertook the expedition, as the obedient fol- 
dier of the emperor of the weft, he was not in- 
different to the motives of intereft or ambition ; 
and he privately ftipulated for himfelf and bis 
fucceflbrs the abfolute poiTeflion of his Spaniih 
conquefts. At the head of a promifcuous army 
of Vifigoths, Franks, and Burgundians, Theo- 
doric paifed the Pyrenees ; and on the banks of 
tiie river Urbicus, about twelve miles from Afior- 
ga, he was encountered by Rechiarius ; but the 
fortune or the numbers of the Suevr were uiv* 
equal to the contefi; a people whofe dexterity 

and 
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-«nd valour bad challenged the admiration of the 
firfi Casfafy and' whofe arms the itnnrK)rtal gods 
themfelves had been deemed incapable of refifl:* 
ingy fcomed readily to yield ; and fuch were the 
bloody confeqoences of their refolotion, that 
their name and kingdom appeared for a while 
extirpated by the vidory of the Goths. Braga^ 
^eir metropolis, was compelled to open her gates 
to the vidor ; and though the lives of her citi- 
xens, and the chaftity of her virgins were re** 
^fted, the moderatioh which fettered his cruel-* 
ty and lull was incapable of reffaraining avarice* 
The greateft part of the clergy and people were 
fold into fervitude ; and the churches and the al* 
tars were confounded in the general pillagej^ 
From the former renown, and the fubfequenc 
conduit of Rechiariua, it is not to be fuppofed 
that he quitted ingloriouily the difaftrous field ; 
and his flight to one o( the ports of the ocean, 
might be Simulated by the hopes of returning 
from the ftore-houfe of the north with new fwarms- 
ef martial adventurers to avenge the fate . of his 
ilaughtered fubjefts ; but the obfiinacy of the 
winds oppofed his efcape ; he was delivered tp 
&is implacable rival. In the moment of triumph 
Tbeodoric either forgot, or was indifferent to the 
domeftic peace of his filter, in the execution of 
Itechiariits ; aod th^ latter, without murmuring, 

fub-* 
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fubmitted to the mortal itroke with a firmnefs 
worthy of the nation he had ruled over. 

The Suevi had been vanquifhed in battle, and 
confined again in obfcurity to the mountains of 
Gallicia ; and the natives of Spain neither hoped^ 
nor endeavoured to Hop the progrefs of the con* 
qucror. Without meeting with any refinance, 
he penetrated as far as Lerida, the principal town 
of Lufitania ; but he was diverted from the en- 
tire conqueft of Spain, by the intelligence of a 
new revolution in Italy; Avitus was no longer 
cnjperor ; and the intereft and honour of Theo- 
doric were deeply wounded by the depofition of 
his friend and ally. He pointed his march again 
towards the Pyrenees; and in his retreat were 
difplayed the marks of his difappointmcnt. The 
city of Aftorga was doomed again to feel his pre- 
fence; the Goths gleaned with induftry what 
had efcaped them in their former pillage ; and 
they reaped a new and plentiful harveft in the 
fpdil of the wealthy city of Palentia. 
A.D. 463, The conqueft that had eluded the 

^•** grafp of Theodoric was feized by the 
hand of his brother Euric. He was ftained with 
fratricide ; but in an age of violence, his martial 
fpirit atoned for his want of moral virtues. He 
wielded the Gothic *fceptre with vigour and fuc- 
cefs ; and Sp^in was firft doomed to feel the weight 
pf his arm. He pafled the Pyrenees^ at the head 

ci 
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of a numerous hoft; and occupied by force or 

fraud, the powerful cities of Pampeluna and Sara« 

gofla,* But the warlike nobles of the province of 

TaiTaconenfis refufed tamely to yield to the inva- 

. der ; and in a field of battle they prefumed to 

maintain with bloody obflinacy their independ* 

cnce. They were vanquiftied, rather by the fu- 

perior numbers^ than the valour of their adverfa* 

ries ; and Euric^ animated by vidory, penetrated 

into the heart of Luiitania ; but he flill refpedted 

In t)ie mountains of Gallicia the hardy warriors 

of Saxony ; Roiimund^ who reigned over the 

Suevi, had married the daughter of Theodoric; 

the ties of blood might prompt him to avenge 

the murder of his father-in-law ; but the more 

powerful diftates of policy and intereft warned 

him to decline the conteft with the Gothic king. 

A mutual league of amity was projedtcd and fub- 

fcribed; and the Suevi were fufFered to remain 

in the pofleffion of Gallicia, whilft the reft oi 

the extenfive peninfula of Spain acknowledged 

the independent authority of Euric. 

A country which forms one of the ^^ p^ ^^^ 
moft confiderable ftates of modern Eu- ^^s• 
tope, was incapable of fatisfying the ambition of 
Euric ; he difdained to fix the feat of his fovc- 
rcignty in Spain ; he repaffed the Pyrenees j and 
the fouthern provinces of Gaul were the reward 
of his addrefs and valour. When Odoacer, furnamcd 

the 
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the Mercenary, ofurped the kingdom of Italy, he 
refigned.to Euric all the Roman conquefts beyond 
the Alps as far as the Rhine and the ocean. The 
prodigal donation was confirmed without any lofs 
of power or rerenue by the fenate ; and under 
their new fovereign, the Gothic king might 
afpire to the dominion of Spain and GauL His 
court was eftabliihed in the modern city of Bour« 
deaux ; and the crowd of ambafladors and fuppli- 
ants who waited before the gates of his palace, at- 
tefied his influence and renown. 'The Heruli of 
the diftant ocean, who painted their naked bo- 
dies with its ccerulean colour, implored his pro- 
teftion ; and the Saxons refpeAed the maritime 
provinces of a prince who was deftitute of any na- 
val force ; the Burgundians fubmitted to his au- 
thority ; and the Franks, who had provoked his 
enmity, received from him the conditions of 
peace ; the Vandals of Africa fought his friend- 
Ihip; and it fupported the Oftrogoths of Pan- 
nonia againft the oppreflion of the neighbouring 
Huns. His nod excited or appeafed the favage 
tribes of the north ; the great king of Perfia had 
recourfe to the wifdom of his counfels, or the 
weight of his mediation ; Rome, fo late the tnif- 
frefs of the world, was anxious to conciliate his 
favour ; and the effeminate Italians who dwelt on 
the fhores of the Tybcr, were defended by the 

king^ 
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king of the Ooths who reigned on the banks of 
the Garonne. 

In the full pofleffion of power and profperlty^ 
Etiric expired ; and the throne of the Vifigoths 
was inadequately filled by the feeble youth of 
his fon Alaric. The Franks^ beneath their mo« 
narch CloviSi from the neighbourhood of the 
Meufe and the Scheldt the Mofelle and the 
Rhine> had extended their conquefts to the 
fouthern banks of the Seine. Syagrius^ a noble 
Roman I who ruled with the authority at leaft, if 
not with the title of kingi over the city and dio* 
cefe of SoiiTonsy with Rheims and Troyes^ Beau* 
vais and Amiens, had been vanquiflied by them 
in battle, his dominions feized, and himfelf 
compelled to feek refuge in the court of Alaric* 
The timid counfellors of that prince yielded to 
the menaces of Clovis, and their own fears ; and 
Syagrius was bafely delivered up to the im« 
placable vidof* 

The unworthy conceifion, indead of conciliat-i^ 
ing the friendlhip, ferved only to inflame the 
ambition of the king of the Franks* The Vifi- 
goths had embraced the dodtrines of Arius, who^ 
in the myftcrious and abftrufe queftion of the 
Trinity, reverenced the Son, but denied him to 
be equal to the Father. The Franks had been 
influenced by the example of their fovereign^^ 
had been purified in the baptifmal font from the 

voir. I. F errors 
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errors of paganifm, and endeavoured to atone for 
tKeiir tardy converfion by their zeal for ortho* 
doxy. The guilt of Arianifm in Alaric was 
heightened by his poffcffion of the moft fertile 
provinces of Gaul'; no ties nor treaties, however 
facredy coUld bind a priace whofe ambition ^vas 
fandioned by the name of religion ; and^ in the 
momertt of peacci and alliance, Clovis Irufhed for* 
wafds to furprifc and opprefs the king of the 
Viirgochs. 

Though Alaric was deftitute of mili- 
' ^^^* tary experience, in perfonal courage he 
was not inferior to his afpiring rival. The Vifi- 
gbths, long difuf^d'to war, refumed their arms^ 
and ranged' themfelves round the ftahdaird of 
their youthful king ; but their valbur was in vain 
oppofed to the difcipline and veteran Intrepidity 
of the Franks. The decifive battle was fought 
6n the banks of the Clain, about ten miles to the 
fouth of Portiers ; the Goths were totally' routed, 
and purfued with cruel flaughter. Alaric, dif- 
daihihg to fiy, ruflied againft his royal an« 
tagontft, and obtained an honourable death from 
the hand of Clovis. Aquitain fubmitted to the 
viftor;'his winter quarters were eftabliihed at 
Bourdeaux ; in the' enfuing fpring Thouloufe 
furrendered ; land the fiegc of Aries was formed 
and clofely prefled by the Franks. The king- 
iSom of the Vifigotbs in Gaul wa) fhaken to iea 

fbunda** 
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Ibiihdations ; and its total 6vcrthrow. was ' folely 
irverted by the policy or generous pky of Theo* 
done, the Oftrogoth i who^ with the concurrence 
of the Roman emperor of the eaft, had delivered 
Italy from the ufurpation of Odoacer the Merce- 
nary, and ereAed in it the feat of his own in- 
dependent fovereignty. The Oftrogoths marched 
with alacrity to refcue from deftruftion the kin- 
dred warriors encompafled in Aries ; with the 
lofs of thirty thoufand men, Clovis was com- 
pelled to retire from the walls of that city. 
Theodoric declsred himfclf the protedtor and 
guardian of the infant fon of Alaric ; the weighty 
mediation was refpedted by Clovis ; yet he ftill 
-retained the greateft part of his late acquifitions ; 
and from the Garonne to the Loirfe, the ample 
province of Aquitain was indilfolubly united to 
the French monarchy. 

Amidft the tempelt which had agi* a. d. 509, 
tated Gaul, Spain had enjoyed a tran- ^**' 
fient fufpenlion from hoftility ; but her peace 
was wounded by the unhappy fate of Alaric; 
and after the fiege of Aries, the chiefs of the 
Vifigoths conveyed with faithful care their infant 
monarch Amalaric acrofs the Pyrenees, and efia- 
"bliihed his court in Spain. But the authority of 
Amalaric was difputed by the ambition and ma- 
ture years of his baftard brother Gefalaic. It was- 
•in Gaul that Gefalaic firft credited the ftandard of 

F % oppofition; 
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oppofition ; defeated and expelled by the But'' 
gundians, with a martial band of barbarians^ 
whom his perfonal qualittefj or fplendid pro* 
mifcs> had attached to his caufe, he explored the 
pafles of the Pyrenees^ and occupied the city of 
Barcelona. He was driven thence by the general 
of Theodoric, who had followed on his fteps to 
defend the throne of Amalaric. VanquIOied in 
battle, he efcapcd with difficulty to Carthagena ; 
and with a few adherents pa0ed over into Afnc*. 
He was enabled, by the liberality of the Vandals, 
again to penetrate into Spain ; and within four 
miles of Barcelona, a battle was fought which 
finally cxtinguifhed his hopes and life. His 
death on the field, or in the purfuit, left Ama- 
laric without a rival ; but his feeble years were 
incapable of fuftuning the weight of govern- 
ment; and the virtues of Theudes, a noble 
Oftrogoth, were coftfeffed by the Vifigoths them- 
felves, who committed to him the proteAion of 
their youthful king, and the adminiftration of 
Spain. 

A. D. jta, During the time that the reins <^ 

S30- government were held by the hand of 

Thwid^i- the profpcrity of Spain atcefted hit juf- 

btlity ; but no fooner had Amalarie at- 

manhood, than Theudes retired from 

lation he had occupied, probably not 

fiS^ybuc certainly withoub,* flrugf^e. 

The 
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The marriage of Atnalartc with Clotilda, the 
daughter of Clovis, feemed to fecure the amity, 
and foon provoked the hofliiities of the Franks 
and Vifigoths. The orthodox Clotilda defpifed 
her Arian conforti and her intemperate piety 
fummoned her brother to the invafion of her 
huiband's dominions in Gaul. The Viiigoths 
who had attempted to ftem the torrent of the 
Franks^ were overwhelmed by its fury ; and de- 
feated in battle, Amalaric himfelf efcaped with 

. difficulty to the city of Narbonne. It is doubt- 
ful whether he periihed by the cruelty of the 

« viAors, or, on his return to BTarcelona, the con- 
tempt of his fubjedts prompted his afiaffination ; 
but his death finally clofed the line of the firft 
and great Alaric. The throne of the Vifigoths 
in Spain, which hitherto had been confidered as 
hereditary, muft hereafter be regarded as ele&- 
ive ; and a people who had already experienced 
the illuftrious qualities of Theudes, were im* 
patient to avail themfelves again of his juftice 
and moderation; and, by their unanimous fuf- 
firages, proclaimed him their fovereign. 

Even the wifdom and firmnefs of a. d. 530, 
Theudes were unequal to the difficul-^ ^*'* 
ties and dangers that arofe on every fide. The 
fons of Clovis had purfued their viftorious career 

r from the banks of the Garonne to the foot of the 
Pyreneei ; thofo mountains which feparate Spain 

F 3 firom 
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from Gaul, were incapable of proteding the for- 
mer ; the pafles were either /orced or betrayed } 
and the Franks penetrated to the walls of Sara<» 
gofla. The inhabitants of that city ranfomcd 
their lives with their wealth ; and the invaders^ 
encumbered with fpotl, ilowly pointed their 
march back towards th/s Pyrenees* The pru« 
dence of Theudes had refifted the ardour of his 
fubjefts ; and he had refufcd to commit to the 
chance of battle the independence of Spain ; but 
he watched and improved the moment of retreat: 
his fquadrons hung upon^ and repeatedly aflailed 
the rear of the Franks ; and it was only by the 
facrifice of the greateft part of their plunder, that 
the fons of Clovis were permitted tp repafs in 
fafety the Pyrenean mountains. 

While Theudes was occupied in repelling 
the invafion of the Franks, a revolution, as 
fudden as extraordinary, had overthrown the 
kingdom of the Vandals in Africa, and re** 
fiored that opulent province to the obedience 
of the Roman emperor. The king of the 
Vandals had in vain folicited the afliftance of 
Spain, agatnft an enemy whofe pretenfions might 
extend to all that once was comprifed under the 
name of the Roman world ; and the refufal of 
Theudes, which has been afcribed to fupinenefs, 
may be accounted for by the hoilile enterprife of 
the Franks. ^ But no fooner was Spaia delivered 

from 
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from the Gallic inundation, than the eyes of 
Theudes were turned on Africa. Qn the oppo* 
£te point to Gibraltar, th^ fortrefs of Ceuta, in 
the kingdom of Fez, is dill maintained by mo- 
dern Spain^ In the time of Juftinian, it had ei- 
ther been acquired by treaty or by force by the 
Vifigoths ; but when the Roman genius pre- 
vailed over that of the Vandals, it had been re- 
duced by Belifarius, the renowned general of 
Juftinian, and whofe vidories have entitled him 
to the appellation of the ibird Africanus. The 
recovery of Ceuta was the objeA of the prepara- 
tions of Theudes ; a narrow ftrait of about 
twelve miles, through which the Atlantic flow^ 
into the Mediterranean Sea, divides alone the 
continent of Africa from the peninfula of Spain; 
the expedition was conduced by the king in 
perfon ; and Ceuta was in veiled by the joint for- 
ces of the Spaniards and Vifigoths.. But though 
an Arian, the piety of Theudes was difplayed in 
the Arid obfervance of the fabbath as a day of 
reft and devotion ; the befieged, lefs fcrupuloius^ 
availed themfelves of the holy forbearance of 
their adverfaries; they fallied from their walls^ 
and fpread terror and flaughter through thp 
camp, which was engaged in fervent prayer. 
The lofs of the Goths muft have been confidera- 
ble, fince it induced Theudes to saife the fiege 
aiid return into Spain j he did not long furvive 

F4 his 
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his difgrace ; he was (tabbed in bis own pali 
by an alfaffin^ whofe motives have eluded the 
diligence of hiftory ; he languiihed a few days 
after he received the wound ; and n)aintained in 
his laft moments, the chara&er of Chriftian re* 
fignation and forgivenefs^ by freely fubfcribing 
the pardon of the guilty author of his death. 
A. D. 54t> '^h® Viligoths^ on his deceafe, again 

^^^' aflerted their right of free election j 
md their fuffrages filled the vacant throne with 
Theodigild, who had diftinguifhed his valour in 
the invafion of the Franks ; but the renown of 
the foldier was flained by the luft of the tyrant ; 
and the wives and daughters of his moft iU 
luftrious fubjeds were violated by his brutal paf* 
iion. He fell a vidtim to a confpiracy of jealous 
hulbandSi after having exercifed or abufed the 
regal authority about a year and five months. 
A. D. 5501 The confpirators, in a tumultuous 

^^7* afTembly, raifed to the throne Agila^ 
who was probably aflbciated in their injuries and 
refentment ; but great part of Spain refufed to 
ratify their choice. The city of Cordova was the 
Jirft to arm again ft the partial elc&ion ; and her 
inhabitants fallying from their gates, attacked 
and defeated Agila, who, at the head of a nume* 
rous army, had advanced to befiege them. The 
flame of difcontent was fanned by the breath of 
Athanagildcj a noble Croth| who improved to his 

own 
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own advMtage the riiing difafTedion. But hit 
iiafle to wreft the fceptre from the hand of his ri- 
'val, betrayed him into a meafure unworthy of his 
<>wn famet and injurious to the intereft of his 
country ; he folicited the affiftance of Juftinian ; 
and engaged, in return for his fupport, to cede 
to him feveral cities on the ihores of the ocean 
and the Mediterranean ; the Roman troops that 
were difpatched to his aid, enabled him to tri« 
umph in battle over Agila ; the latter had fought 
refuge after his defeat, within the fortifications 
of Merida ; but he foon experienced the fate of 
unfortunate princes ; and the citizens of Merida 
fecured the pardon and favour of Athanagilde^ 
by prefenting to him the head of Agila. 

In the city of Toledo, Athanagilde fixed the 
feat of the royal refidence ; and, by a juft and le« 
nient adminiftration, reigned in the hearts of his 
fubjefls. The tranquillity of his government 
was interrupted by the rapacity of thofe he had 
invited to his protedion. The Romans, from 
their fortrefles, opprefled the country round; 
and the cries of his people fununoned Athana* 
gitde to arms. It is probable that he prepared 
with reludance to march againii: an enemy to 
whofe valour he was indebted far. his crown ; yet 
aofooner was the war commenced^ than he a£ted 
in it with vigour and ability ; he wreited feyeral 
of their faftneffes fh)m the Romans ; but the lat-* 
.M ter 
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ter were fortified^ in many of their impregnable 
ftations, by perpetual fupplies from Africa. Op^ 
pofite to that continent they dill maintained their 
ground, and waited an opportunity to inflamer 
the civil and religious factions of the barbarians. 
Seventy years elapfed before this painful thorn 
could be extirpated from the bofom of the mo- 
narchy ; and as long as the emperors retained 
any Ihare of thefe remote pofleffions, their va* 
nity might number Spain in the lift of their pro* 
vinces. 

Two daughters, Brunchant and Goifvintha^ 
who were married to the princes of Auftrafia and 
SoifTons, and became famous for their vices or 
misfortunes, were the only iifue of the nuptial 
bed of Athanagilde ; his reign had continued 
eighteen years, when in his palace of Toledo he 
bi*eathed his laft ; and the zealous wiihes of the 
orthodox writers of that age have afierted, that 
before his death he abjured the errors of Arian« 
ifm, and embraced thd pure do&rines of the 
catholic church. 

A. D. 567, Five months of • anarchy ferved to 
•5*"5* endear to the natives of Spain the ad- 
vantages of a temperate monarchy ; the eyes of 
the nobility, in the choice of a fucceflbr to 
Athanagilde, were dire£ted acrofs the Pyrenees* 
Some remains of the Gothic kingdom in Gaul 
bad yet eluded or withftobd the ambitious enter* 

prifes 
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prifes of the Franks; and Luiva, to whofe 

f^overnment they were entrufted, muft, in the ar« 

duous (lation) have difcovered no common abilU 

ties, fince at a diftance, and without intrigue, 

tliey recommended him to the* throne of Spain* 

The moderation witli which he received the in* 

telligence of his eledion, was the bed proof that 

he deferved it ; he dill remained to watch ovet 

the fafety of the provinces of Gaul ; and he pro^ 

pofed, and obtained the confent of his fubjefts, 

to aflbciatc in the royal dignity his brother 

Leovigild. Fraternal aifcdion might Hrft have 

prompted his choice; but Spain confcfled that 

the virtues of Leovigild deferved a crown ; and 

after Luiva was no more, the whole dominions 

of the Vifigoths were united under the fway of a 

prince who in peace merited the love of his pco« 

pie, and in war extorted tlie admiration of his 

enemies. 

The moment of enterprife had been feized and 
improved by the Romans ; and during the fuf* 
penfe and confufion of an interregnum, their 
arms had advanced from the fliores of the fea in- 
to the inland country. Their banners were dif* 
played on the walls of Medina Sidonia, in the 
province of Andalufia, and from the towers, of 
Cordova which overflmdow the dream of the 
fioetis* But their pride was foon broken by the* 
vigour of .Leovigild. After an obdinate refidf 

ancei 
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ance, he entered Medina Sidonia as a conqueror ; 
and the Haughcer of the rebellious inhabitants 
flruck terror throughout the principal cities of 
Spain. Yet Cordova; confident in the flrength 
of her walls, and the valour of her citizens, ven- 
tured to brave the refentment of her fovereign. 
It was not until after a long fiege, and that the 
dexterous introduction of gold had cooled the 
ftrdour, and dtflra£led the inclinations of her in- 
habitants^ that the gates were opened to Leovi- 
gild. But the furrender of Cordova determined 
the fubmilfion of the other cities ; the imperial 
garrifons were expelled ; and the Romans were 
again confined to their fortrefles on the coafts of 
the fea. 

It was the natural dcfire of Leovigild to peN 
petuatc the crown in his own family. To fortifjr 
his title, he had efpouTed Goifvintha, the widow 
of Athanagilde ; but his hopes were repofed on 
Hermenigild and Recared, his two fons by a 
former marriage. He intimated the necelfity of 
providing againft the fame anarchy as Spain had 
experienced after the death of Athanagilde ] his 
wifhes were underftood and gratified ; and Her- 
menigild and Recared were called to the cer« 
"on by the title of princes of the 

illy country of Bifcay, and in tht 

»f Orofpedsj which, with the modem 

name 
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name of Sierra Morena^ envelope the fources of 
^he Boetisy an hardy race of freebooterSi the 
d^cendants of the Cantabrians, ftill preferved 
the manners and tone of independence* They 
were reclaimed to civil life and obedience by the 
perfevering courage of Leovigild ; and the Sue* 
viy who had prefumed to pafs their limits in 
their fupport^ were compelled to appeafe the re« 
fentment of the vidtor by their immediate fub^ 
million. 

But the fatisfa&ion which Leovigild derived 
firom the fuccefs of his military labours wai im« 
bittered by female paffion and religious rancour. 
His eldeft fon, Hcrmenigildi who, with the 
royal diadem^ had been invefted by his father 
with the principality of Boeticai had contracted 
an honourable and orthodox alliance with a 
Merovingian princefs^ the daughter of Sigebertp 
lung of Auftraiia^ and of the famous Brunchaut. 
The beauteous Ingundis^ who was no more than 
fixteen years of age^ was received with refpedt, 
.but was foon expofed to the perfecution of the 
Arian court of Toledo. Her grandmother^ Goif- 
viocha, whO| by her fecond marriage with Leovl- 
gild^ was doubly bound to her proteftion, be- 
came her md^ implacable enemy. The Gothic 
queen is reprefented as deformed in her perfon, 
blind of one eye, fierce, vindidive, and in- 
«;Korable; and to her averHon to the religious 

principles 
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principles of Ingundis, might be added her cnry 
of a young and charming princeFs, whofi features 
and perfon were the objeAs of univerfal admira- 
tion. Ingundis refufcd to facrificc die faith ihe 
had been educated in to the menaces of Goif- 
vintha; who, incenfed by her refiftance, feized 
her by the hair, inhumanly dafhed hef againft 
the ground, kicked her till ihe was covered with 
blood, and at laft gave orders • that (he ihould be 
itripped and thrown into a bafon, or ii(h-pond« 
Love and honour might excite Herme'nigild to 
refent this injurious treatment of his bride ; and 
he was gradually perfuadcd that Ingundis fufi- 
fefed for the caufe'of divine truth. Her tender 
complaints, and the weijghty arguments of Lean- 
der, arcb-biihop of Seville, accomplilhcd his 
converfion; and the heir of the Gothic monar- 
thy was initiated in the Nicenc faith by the fo^ 
lemn rites of confirmation. 

The bigoted fpirit of Goifvintha allowed not 
Hcrmenigild to hope that he might cultivate the 
new dodrines he had efpoufed in humble (ecuri- 
ty ; and it is probable that the zeal of the Ca- 
tholics' of Spain urged him to violate the duties 
of a fon and a fubjeft. He drew the fword 
againft his fovereign and his father ;* and his 
rebellion was fupported by the powerful and 
orthodox nation of the Vafcones, who inhabited 
the modern kingdom of Navarfe. Yet Hcr- 

mcnigUd 
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enigUd was perfuaded foon after to fubtnit^ by 

the remonftrtnces of his brother Recared; he 

^was fent a prifoner to Toledo; and Leovigild 

entered in arms the country of the Vafcones. 

His fuccefs is attefted by the city of Viiftoria* 

iBrhick he founded ; and his feverity may be con* 

je£tured from the numbers of the inhabitants 

who quitted their native feats ; the country was 

indeed recovered by Leovigild ; but the people 

fiill refufed to fubmit to his government ; they 

pafled the Pyrenees ; poflefled thcmfclves of, 

and multiplied in^ part of Aquitain ; and, with 

fome little corruption, ftill preferve their origia 

in the appellation of Gafcons. 

While the martial Vafcones occupied the at* 
tention of Leovigild, his fon Hermenigild had 
eluded the vigilance of his guards, and cfcapcd 
from Toledo. He had perhaps flattered him- 
felf^ when he furrendcred to his father, that he 
ihould have been foon reftored to his' confidence 
andafie^on; but he found Iximfelf a prifoner 
in the midft of a city which he might regard as 
his future capital; and expofcd to the infults, 
and d^eadly machinations of his mother-in*law, 
Goifvintha. He had no fooner regained his froc^ 
dom> than he prepared to defend it by the fword. 
Notwithftandiiig the emigration of the Vafcones, 
the Catholics of Spain were yet numerous j the 

cities of Mcrida, Cordova, and Scyilki ftrenu- 

oufly 
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oufly efpoufed the party of Hertnenigild ; and h«- 
invited to his alfiftance the orthodox barbarUas, 
the Suevi, and the Franks ; but the formidable 
confederacy was broken by the aftive vigour of 
Leovigildi the palles of the Pyrenees were 
ftridly guarded againft the Franks ,- the march 
of the Suevi was intercepted by the Gothic king 
in petfon ; and they were conftrained to retire 
within their own limits. The fieges of Merida, 
Seville, and Cordova, were fucceffively formed, 
and prelTed with ardour. Their obftinacy long 
protraAed the civil war; and it was not until 
they had experienced the extreme mifcry of fa* 
mine, that they confented to open their gates. 
The walls of Cordova had been the laft refourcc 
of Hermenigitd ; and when that city furrendered, 
he became the captive of an exafperated father. 
Leovigild was fiill mindful of that facred cha* 
ratfter ; the life of his fon was fpared ; and he 
was conveyed in chains to Tarragona. From 
the place of his imprifonment he contrived to 
keep up a dangerous correfpondence with the 
court of Conftantinople; his ambaflador wai the 
arch-bifliop Leander> who had been the inftru- 
ment of his converfion ; he folicited the Romans, 
who polTefled Africa, and a part of the Spantih 
coaft, to the conquefl of his native land ; bis 
gelation reached the ears of Leovigild i and 
: reliefs prince was removed from Tairaggjiaa 
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to a ftrong tower in the city of Seville; an Arian 
bWhop was fcnt lo him, to perfuadc him to cm- 
l^racc once more his former faith i but the con- 
ftancy of Hermenigild was inflexible; and he 
refufed to accept the Arian communion as the 
price of fafety and freedom. In his 'declining 
years, Leovigild might be jealous of the future 
fpiritual welfare of his people; his holy fears 
might be improved by the addrefs of Goif« 
vintha ; he commanded the execution of his 
Catholic fon ; if his rigour was fatal to the life, 
it was favourable t6 the fame of Herhaenigild ; 
and the ftubborn rebel> and undutiful fon, was, 
by the admiration of the orthodox clergy of his 
dge, tranflated into a martyr and a faint. 

The tardy repentance of the parent was 
drowned by the found of the trumpet. The 
Suevi had often provoked and appealed his re* 
fentment ; but the hour of clemency was paffed ; 
and the monarch who had (lernly reAfted the 
emotions of nature, was not likely to yield to the 
fuggeftions of pity. Policy and ambition foiti« 
fled Leovigild againft the fubmiffive profeilions 
of the Suevi ; and the latter, diftradted by do- 
meftic fadtion, were incapable of withftanding 
the torrent of the Goths. Their hereditary 
prince, Eboric, had been depofed by the enter- 
prifing genius of Andaca ; and the ufurper An- 
daca was in bis tuni overthrown by the llronger 
*voi. I, G arm 
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arm of Leovigild, His head was fhavcd; and 
that rcftlefs fpirit which could not be fatisfied in 
the condition of a fubje&, was for ever confined 
within the walls of a monadery. But the power 
of the Sucvi in Spain was finally broken and ex- ' 
tinguiflied ; Braga, their capital, averted the hor- 
rors of an aflkult by a timely capitulution ; and, 
with the exception of a few fortrefles on the 
coafl, which were, held by the Romans, the 
whole Spanifh peninfula wis united under the 
dominion of Leovigild. 

The conqucil of the Suev! of Spain, was the 
laft of the military labours of Leovigild. But it 
was not only in war, that his adminillration was 
entitled to praife ; and in the hour of peace, his 
fubje&s confelTed and dreaded bis fevere and 
equal juftice. He revifcd the laws that had been 
neglefted from the death of Alaricj repealed 
fuch as had become ufelefs ; and promulgated 
new ones, adapted to the temper and genius of 
his people. He introduced difcipline into his 
armies, and regularity into his finances ; and 
watched with jealous care over the regal dig- 
nity. He endeavoured to fubdue the bold and 
free imagination of his fubjefts by a ftudied 
oflentatiun ; and Leovigild was the Brft of the 
th kings who was diftinguiflied by the 
lour and magnificence of his robes; but 
ver ihte he mig.ht alVume in public, in pri- 
vate 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. 8j 

Vatt he maintained his wonted fimplicity; and 
his frugality and temperance were the fources of 
his wealth I and his vigour in old age. A fhort 
time before his death he is reported to have re- 
conciled himfelf to the catholic church ; and 
Leander, arch-biihop of Seville, who had been 
fo inftrumental in the converfion of the fon, is 
faid to have influenced that of the father. The 
fumour was readily embraced by the policy of 
Recared ; but the improbable tale has been re- 
je^ed by the mod judicious hiftorians ; the rebel 
ambaiTador to the court of Conftantinople would 
fcarcely have been chofcn by the fovereign of the 
Goths a$ his fpiritual director ; nor is there fuf« 
ficient reafon to doubt but that Leovigildi in the 
eighteenth year of a profperous reign, expired of 
dlfeafc, in his capital of Toledo, in the firm and 
fteady perfuafion of the truth of Arianifm* 
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.Chapter the Third, 



Riign of Recared.-^Tbe Catholic church is eflabli/hed^ 
''^HisviElory over the Franks* — Councils of Toledo. 
His death.'^Reigns of Liuva, fFlteric, and Con- 
demar.'^AcceJJion of Sifebut, — He perfeeutes the 
Jetvs.-^He is fucceeded by his fan Recared the fe^ 
cond.-^Death of Recared, and fuccejfion of his bro* 
iher Suintilla.-^He expels the Imperialifts.'—Hi 
is dethroned by Sifenand.^^ElellioH of Chintila to 
tie throne.^^Perfecution againjl the Jews renewed^ 
'^Reigns of Tulga, ChindefuinthOf and Recefu^ 
intho.'^IVamba is ehofen king.^^His exploits.—^ 
He regulates the national councils.'— Triumph over 
the Saracens by fea.^^ Singular manner of his depo^ 

fttion.—Ufyrpation ofErviga. — He rcftgns thefcep-^ 
tre to his fon-in-latv Egiza. — New code of laws 
promulgated by the Ftfigoths. 



A. D. 5«5. A H E prudence of Lcovi^ild had 
^'®' fmoothcd the afcent to greatnefs for 
Recared ; the Gothic nation rcfpedled their for- 
mer obligationi and ratified it by acknowledging 

their 
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their new monarch ; but the edifice of Arianifni 
vrhich the dcceafcd king had cemented by the 
blood of Hermenlgild, was overthrown by his 
favourite fon and fucceflbr, and on its ruins the 
Catholic church was iirn;&ly eftabliihed through- 
out Spain* 

More cautious or more fcrupulous than his bro- 
ther^ Recared had in (ilence concealed the ortho- 
dox faith he had imbibed ; and inflead of revolting 
againft his father, fie patiently expected the hour 
of his death ; inftead of condemning his memory, 
he pioufly fuppofed that the dying monarch had 
abjured the errors of Arianifm, and recommended 
to his fon tha converfion of the Gothic nation* 
An invafion of the Franks delayed the execution 
of the defign ; but no fooner had he repelled the 
foreign enemies of the ftate, than he turned his 
thoughts to the care and regulation of its reli- 
gion. To accompliih that falutary end. Recan- 
ted convened an affembly of the Arian clergy and 
nobles, declared himfelf aCathblic, and exhorted 
them to imitate the example of their prince* The 
laborious interpretations of doubtful texts, or 
the curious purfuitof metaphyfical arguments, 
would have excited an cndlefs controverfy ; and 
the monarch difcreetly propofed to his illiterate 
audience two fubftantial and vifible proofs, the 
teftimony of earth, and of heaven. The earth 
bad fubmitted to the Nicene fynod ; the Romans, 

G 3 the 
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the Barbarians^ and the inhabitants of Spain^ una- 
nimoufly profefled the fame orthodox creed ; and 
the Vifigoths refilled, aln:ioft alone, the confent 
of the Chriflian world. A fuperftitious age was 
prepared to reverence, as the teftiniony of Hea- 
ven, the preternatural cures, which were perform- 
ed by the fkill or virtue of the Catholic clergy ; 
the baptifinal fonts of Offat, fituated on the 
northern banks of the Boetis, oppofue to Seville, 
which were fpontaneoufly replcniflicd each year on 
the vigil of Chrift ; and the*mimculous Ihrinc of 
St.Martinof Tours, which had already convci'tcd 
the Suevic prince, and the people of Gallacia. 
Thcfe proofs of Recared were probably fupported 
by an obedient and Catholic army; the Arian 
clergy appeared convinced; and the general cfta- 
blifliment of the Catholic religion in Spain was 
applauded and decreed. 

Yet the prejudices of mankind are not eafily 
eradicated ; and thofe of religion have been found 
by experience more deeply rooted than any other* 
The Arians in fecret lamented the fall of their 
faith ; their indignation was probably increafed 
by the infulting triumph of the victorious Catho* 
lies ; and an open infurredtion, and fecret confpi- 
racy were the immediate confcquenccs of their 
difcontent ; the firft was broken by the vigour of' 
Recared and his generals ; the lafl: was diJTconcert* 
cd by the timidity or treachery of the confpira* 

tors. 
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tors. Yet the Arians foon after refumed their 
projcds of revenge and dominion ; and they were 
fupported by the riches, and animated by the 
exhortations of Goifvintha, the widow of Atha- 
nagilde, and Leovigild. 

The perfecution of Hermcnigild might have 
recoiled on the head of Goifvintha, had not 
Recared been influenced more by generofity than 
refentment ; but the Gothic king refpedted the wi- 
dow of his two immediate prcdecefTors; he buried 
every hoftile or jealous emotion in the afliduous 
duty of a fon-in-law ; and his behaviour towards 
Goifvintha was not only the admiration of his 
own fubjefts, but was the theme of praife among 
the neighbouring nations. Could the heart of 
the Arian princefs have been fufceptible of gra« 
titude, it muft have been penetrated by the kind- 
nefs of Recared ; but fhe had been accuftomed 
only to indulge the ftemer paflions of hatred and 
revenge ; and every gift feemed polluted by the 
hand of the Catholic donor. She had confented 
to embrace in appearance the orthodox faith ; and 
ihe was readily perfuaded by Ubila, an ^rian bi- 



fliopj and the aflbciate of her treafonable deHgnSi 
that her guilty compliance could only be effaced 
by the deftrudtion of him who had extorted it* 
The confederates fcized the moment when the 
irruption of the Franks into the provinces of the 
Vifigoths on the other fide the Pyrenees, cmbar- 

G 4 raflcd 
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raffed the cpunfels of the court of Toledo. Bue 
the intention of Goifvintha and tJbiU were re- 
vealed by the remorfe or perfidy of one of her 
affociatcs; rage ordefpajr ^t the detedtion of hrr 
crime, extinguiihed the feeble reiriains of the life 
of the Gothic queen ; yet the fubfequent con- 
duct of Recared proves that flie ftill might have 
hoped for pardp^. He remembered with rcfpeft 
the holy charafter of Ubila ; and thf Arian b|-* 
Ihop ip the mild fentence of exile, muf^ havo 
lamented h}si own guilt, and applauded the cle- 
mency pf his fovereign. 

From the detcftion of domeftic trcafon, thp 
attention of the Gothic kin^ was recalled to 
check the progrefs of foreign invafion. Sixty 
thoufand Franks deluged the dominions of the 
Vifigoths in Gaul, and had difplaycd their hoftile 
iland^rds in tbe neighbourhood of Carcaffone, at 
a frnall dift^nce fro^i Narbonne. As they in* 
dulge^i in fccurity and intemperance, they were 
fuddenly attacked ^qd routed by a tpartial band of 
Vifigoths ; and fij? thoufand Franks we^c llaugh- 
tercd by thre^ hundred Vifigoths. Such indeecj 
lire the partial ^nd exaggerated accounts of feve* 
fal of the Spaniih hiflorians ; it is poilible thp 
vanguard of the army of Recared might amount 
to no more, and the honour of the vidtory might 
be afcribed to thofe who led the attack ; but wc; 
learn from the teftimony of a more accurate wri-r 

ter. 
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tcr, that the Franks were deluded by a feigned 
flight to purfuc with inconfiderate ardour ; and 
that In the moment of tumultuous triumph they 
were fuddenly affailed by the trefh troops of their 
adverfaries, and were incapable of rallying, or 
retrieving the effedts of their imprudence. 

Inft^ad of being elated with his vidtory and 
afpiring to new conquefts in Gaul, the king of the 
ViiigothS| in the hour of his fuccefs confenred to 
negociate an .honourable and equal treaty with the 
Franks. The internal regulation of his kingdom 
Aill claimed his unremitting attention ; and the 
finn eftabliibment of the Catholic church was the 
conftant objeft of his peaceful labours. While 
the laurels of Carcaffone were ftill frelh in the eyes 
of his fubje<ftS| he fummoned a general council at 
Toledo ; the five metropolitans of Toledo, Seville, 
Merida^ Braga, and Tarragona, preiided in it ac« 
cording to their refpedlivc feniority. The aflcm* 
bly was con^pofed of their fpffragan biihops, who 
appeared in perfon, or by their proxies, and a place 
was afligned to the moft holy, or moft opulent of 
the Spanifh abbots. The flability of the Catholic 
church was fecured by new canons or decrees, 
and the moderation and wifdom of the alfembly 
gradually recommended it to the fupreme influence 
in the adminiftration of Spain. From the reign 
pf Recared to the irruption of the Moors, fixtcen 
pational councils were fuceeifivcly convened ; and 

th^ 
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the regular difcipline of the church introduced 
peace and order mto.che government of the ftate. 
During the three firft days of the convocation, a* 
long as they agitated the ecclefiaftical qucftions 
of doArine and fubjeftion, the profane laity were 
excluded from their debates, which were con- 
duced however with decent folemnity. But on 
the morning of the fourth day, the doors were 
thrown open for the entrance of the great olEcers 
of the palace, the dukes and counts of the pro- 
vinces, the judges of the cities, and the gothic 
nobles ; and the decrees of heaven were ratified 
by the. confent of the people. The fame rules 
were obferved in the provincial aflcmblies, the 
■annual fynods .which were empowered to hear 
complaints, 'and torcdrefs grievances; and a legal 
government was fupported by the prevailing in- 
fluence of the Spanilh clergy. The bilhops might 
labour to exalt the mitre above the crown ; yet 
the national councils of Toledo, in which the free 
fpirit of the Barbarians was tempertd and guided 
by epifcopal policy, eftabliihed fome prudent 
laws for the common benefit of the king and the 
people. 

icy of the throne was fupplied by the 
e bilhopand tlie palatines; and, after 
f the line of Alaric, the regal dignity 
ted to the pure and noble blood of 
Tiie clergy, who anointed their law- 
ful 
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ful prince, always recommended, and fometimes 
pradtifed, the duty of allegiance ; and thefpiritual 
cenfures were denounced on the heads of the im- 
pious fubjedts who ihould prefume to reiift his 
authority, cenfpire againft his life, or violate, by 
an indecent union, the chaftity of his widow. But 
the monarch himfelf, when he afcended the. 
throne, was bound by a reciprocal oath to God 
and his people, that he would faithfully execute 
his important truft. The real or imaginary faults 
of his adminfftration were fubjeft to the controul 
of a powerful ariftocracy ; and the bifhops and 
palatines were guarded by a fundamental privilege 
that they ihould not be degraded, imprifoned, 
tortured, nor punifhed with death, exile, or con- 
fifcation, unlefs by the free and public judgment * 
of their peers. 

After the converfion of Recared had removed 
the prejudices of the Catholics, the coafts, both 
of the ocean and Mediterranean, were ftill poffeffed 
by the eaftern emperor, who fecretly excited the 
people to rejedt the yoke of the Barbarians, and 
to aflertthe name and dignity of Roman citizens. 
Their intrigues provoked the refentment of Re- 
cared; and they were taught by the arm of a 
warrior to refpeft in future the fandity of their 
treaties. But the moderation of the Gothic king 
was fatisfied with protecting his dominions from 
infult, without afpiring to extend them by con- 

queft. 
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I / qucft. He flopped in the middle of Ins career of 
\ / y'l&OTy; he folicited Gregory the Great, who had 
\/ lieen rajfcd, both by his liberality, and his rude 
A but pathetic eloquence, with the holy title of 
/ V pope, to the independent adminiftration of the 
/ ^*tl5f61ated city of Rome, to negociate a new treaty 
bet\treen the Greeks of Conflantinople and the 
Goths of Spain. The fame conditions which had 
exifted between Juflinian and Athanagilde were 
the bafis of the aUiance between Maurice and 
Recared ; and if the cautious Spaniards might 
applaud the prudence of their fovercign who deli- 
vered his country from the calamities of war, the 
more daring fpirit of the Vifigoths accufed the 
patience of their prince whofe forbearance fiiffered 
them ftill to be iiifulted by the fight of the rival 
banners of imperial power. 

Yet however Recared might be dclirous of 
peace, when it was no longer to be maintained on 
jiift and honourable terms, he invariably aflerted 
the qualities of fortitude and vigour in war. The 
Gafcons might remember with fecret indignation 
the perfecution they had fuftained under the ad- 
miniftration of Leovigild. But the acceffion-of 
a Catholic king muft have extinguilhed their re- 
ligious enmity; and it was the defire of reclaim- 
tile fields on the fouthern banks of 
which impelled them acrofs the Py« 
e invafwo of Spain, They were en-, 
countered 
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countered and defeated by Recarcd; but the 
mercy of the vidlor was again difplayed ; and the 
Gafcons who had cfcaped the fvvord on the field 
of battle, were permitted to repafs in fafety the 
Pyrcnean mountains. 

The reign of Recarcd, though charadlerized by 
juftice, by wifdoni, and firmncfs, was gloomy and 
lempeftuous. The Arian clergy neither defired 
to forget nor to forgive the humiliation of their 
fedt ; and thfe name of Argimond, who was cham- 
berlain to the king, ftamps the third confpiracy 
againft Recared. The clemency of the monarch 
was unequal to thcfe repeated inftances of revolt 
and ingratitude ; he might feel as a man, but he 
punilhed as a- fovereign ; the head of the traitor 
Argimond was Ihaved, a mark of the deepeft in- 
famy among the Viiigoths and Barbarians ; he 
was publicly whipped, his right hand cut off, and 
on a mule he was cxpofed to the derifion of the 
city of Toledo ; his fufferings were terminated by 
his execution ; and the aflbciates of bis defigns 
y^cre condemned to expiate their guilt by death. 

This laft adt of neceffary feverity a. d. 6xe, 
clofed the adminiftration and life of ^"* 
Recared ; three fons by different and doubtful mo- 
thers were theiffue of his marriage or his amours* 
The pretenfions of primogeniture were acknow- 
ledged bj'the reft in the eledlion of Luiva ; but hi$ 
fubjeds had fctrce time to contemplate with plea- 

lufc 
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furc xhe opening virtues of their new monarchy be- 
fore be was defpoiled of his crown^ his liberty^ and 
his life. The particulars of the confpiracy are in- 
volved in obfcurity ; but the author of it was Wi- 
teric^ a Gothic nobleman^ whofe treafonable ambi- 
tion had been pardoned by the father, and was now 
fatal to the fon« The murderer ufurped the 
throne ; but he was permitted only to enjoy aihort 
time the harvefl of his fuilt. The indignation of 
his Catholic fubjedts was inflamed by the fufpicion 
that he had privately embraced, and intended to 
reftore the herefy of Arianifm ; he was fuddenly 
attacked and aflinffinated in his palace ; and his 
mangled body, after having been expofed to the 
infults of the pcTpulace, was thrown amongft thofe 
of the common malefadlors. 

Of the Gothic chiefs whom refentment for the 
fate of Luiva, or concern for the Catholic church 
had excited to the punifhment of Witeric, the 
jiame of Gondemar was mod diflinguiihed. His 
pious zeal was confefled in a national aflembly 
by the orthodox clergy ; and the crown was the 
tribute of their gratitude. His virtues fanftioned 
their choice. The imperialifts who had attempted 
to avail themfelves of the late revolution, and to 
extend their narrow territories, were broken by 
his valour, and driven within their former boun- 
daries ; but whilft his age and abilities promifed a 
long and profperous reign to his people, he was 

feized 
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feizcd and carried of by an epidemic diftcmpcr^ 
the fecond year after his elevation toroyalcy^ 

The fuffVages of the Goths were a.d,6m 
united by the merits of Sifcbut, and ^*'' 
the fceptre was again placed in the hand of an 
hero. He refumcd or furpaflcd the dcfigns of 
his predcceflbr ; and afpircd to the glory of ex- 
pelling the Greeks of Conftuninople from Spain,. 
After quelling fome domeOic commotions ia 
Afturia, he marched in perfon to the contcft ; 
in two decifive engagements the forces of the 
impcrialifts were routed and almoft dc(lroycd ; 
amidft the carnage of the field the generous 
and companionate mind of Sifebut lamented 
the confequences of his own victory. The im« 
palHoned cxclamationi ^' Unhappy man that I am 
*^ to fee fo much blood fpilt through my meansl'* 
will be the fubjed of more juft admiration than 
his martial acchievementSi however fpUuuUd ; 
even thefe may be confidered as reftoring the in* 
dependence of his country. The throne of Con- 
ftantinople was fhaken by the formidable ho lis of 
the Perfians and the Avars ; and Heraclius, op^ 
prefled by the great king and the chagan^ was in* 
capable of affording any fuccour to his fubjcdi 
in Spain* He readily fubfcribed a peace that was 
diftated by Sifebut ; the imperial forts and terri- 
tories on the coufts of the Mediterranean were 
re-unitcd under the authority of the Vifigoths ; 

and 
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and on the fide of the Atlantic ocean the preten* 
(ions of the eaflern empire were comprefled whhiil 
the modern province of Algarve. 

The triumph of Sifebut over tlie enemies of 
his country had been chaftened by pity^ but bis 
heart was fortified againft the cries and lamenta- 
tions of the Jews, by fuperllition. If we may ere* 
dit the afTertions of that miferable people, they 
had been firft introduced into Spain by the fleets 
of Solomon, and the arms of Nebuchadnezzar* 
They had l?een multiplied in that country by the 
policy of Hadrian, who is reported to have tranf- . 
ported thither forty thoufand families of the tribe 
of Judah, and ten thoufand of the tribe of Benja* 
min. The wealth which they accumulated by 
trade, and the management of the finances, invited 
the avarice of their mafters ; and they might be 
opprefTed without danger, as they had loft the 
ufe and even the remembrance of arms ; yet the 
general charader of Sifebut allows us to fuppofe . 
that he was rather influenced in his perfecution 
by religious, than avaricious motives. Ninety 
thoufand Jews to preferve their wealth or lives, 
confented to receive the facrament of baptifm ; 
the fortunes of the moft obdurate infidels were 
confifcated, their bodies tortured ; and it feems 
doubtful whether they were permitted to abandon 
their native countr}% The exceffive zeal of the 
Catholic king was moderated, even by the clergy 

of 
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of Spain, who foletnnly pronounced an incon-' 
fiftent fencence ; that the facraments ihould not 
be forcibly impofed ; but that the Jews who had, 
been baptized, Ihould be conftrained for the ho- 
nour of the church to perfevere in the e:(ternial 
practice of a religion which they diibelieved and 
detefted. 

The perfecution of the Jews is the only error 
which tarnifhes the glory of the reign of Sifebut. 
Though he might deteft the calamities of war, 
the glory or incerefts of his nation prompted him 
to carry his arms beyond the natural confines of 
his kingdom. He paiTed the (traits of Gibraltar 
and reduced the fortrefs of Ceuta, and the city 
of Tangier. He had fcarce returned to Spain 
before he was feized by a mortal difeafe. And the 
Viiigoth writers of a fuperfiitious age, who have 
pafTed with indilference or dwelt with fatisfa&ion 
on the mafiacre of fo many thoufand Jews, have 
afcribed his death to the judgment of heaven, for 
his having prefumed to depofe the profligate but 
orthodox biihop of Barcelona. 

The renown of Sifebut fecured the a., D. 6«i. 
tranquil fucceffion of his fon Recared ^3'* ^ 
the Second ; but the young prince, who is flip- 
pofed to have refembled his father, had fcarceiy 
received the crown before he expired, and the 
national council was fummoned to a new eleftion. 
In an aflembly which conlifted of Catholic clergy, 

YOL. I. H tht 
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the memory of Recared the Firft was ftill revered 9 
tnd their pious gratitude was dtfplayed in railing 
to the vacant throne SuintiUa, the fecond Ton of 
that monarch. The valour of Suintilla as a fub- 
jc£t| bad been approved agalnft the rebeltious 
Afturiani; and in the condition of a king, it wa* 
not fuffered to languith in the luxury of the pa- 
lace. A few months had hardly t>een devoted CO 
the works of peace, and the revifat of the laws* 
before the formidable irruption of the Gafcont 
iummoned the new monarch to arms. The pro- 
vince of Bifcay and the kingdom of Navarre wer* 
blafted by their prcfence ; and their hoftile pro- 
grefs to the ftream of the Ebro was marked hf 
dcvaftation. On the banks of that rivec they 
were aflonilhed and awed by the prcfence of the 
Gothic king, who at the head of a numerous and 
difciplined army hod prefled forwards to the re> 
lief of hit people. Difmayed by his aftivicy and 
vigour the Gafcons endeavoured to retreat ; in a 
tumultuous march they reached the foot of the 
Pyrenees ; but the palTea of thofe mountains were 
:upied by the forces of Spain which had 
in their rear. Their camp was aiTailed 
and clouded by defpair ; their deputiea 
tbemfelves at the feet of Suintilla, con- 
temerity, and implored his clemency, 
aflion of the king might induce hiin to 
Bufion of blood ; and his prudence snuft 
have 
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have fuggefted the uncertabty of battle^ and 

the viciffitudes of war. A fafe retreat was tU 

lowed to the Gafcons; but it was t>urchafed 

by the reftoratton of the fpoil they had ac« 

quired; their march acrofs the Pyrenees was 

gently preflcd by the fquadrons of Spain ; and a 

ilrong fortrefs was ereAed by the caution of Suin« 

tilla to prevent their return. The ground on 

which it arofe is variouily fuppofed to be covered 

by the modern town of Fontarabia, and the city 

of Valladolid ; but the fituation of the former on 

the coaft of the fesi-and the edge of the Pyrenees^ 

marks the fpot which nature Degle&ed, and which 

art has conftrufted as the barrier of Spain againll 

the ambition of France. 

Within the narrow limits of the province on 
kingdom of Algarve, theimperialifts had lamented 
their decreafing influence and waining ftrength } 
yet even the fenfe of the danger which impended 
over them could not fufpend their domeftic diflen- 
fions. Their little territory was divided between 
two go vernors^whofe jealous and rival fwaydiftra£t« 
ed tt^ir own councilsi and invited the arms of 
their enemies. If the hoftile enfigns of Suintilla en« 
forced their tardy union, their rafhnefs precipitated 
their dtftru£lion« They ventured to quit their 
. fortifications, and to encounter the fuperior numw 
bers of the Goths in an open field of battle ; at 
bioody defeat was. the confequence of their prew 

Hi fumption; 
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fumption I and Suintilla improved the advanttge 
with ardour and dexterity. Moft of the imperial 
fortre&s were furprifed or fubmitted^ A new 
governor who was difpatched by HeracUus to re- 
trieve the errors of hii predeceiTors, found fcarce 
any thing left to defend. Yet the Grecian band 
that he cotnmanded might have remembered in 
,cbe hour of battle that they once had been diftin- 
gutfhed by the name of Romans. The effcAs of 
military pride or defpair were eluded by the ad- 
drefs of Suintilla. He proclaimed his unwilling* 
nefs to deftroy fo many gallant menj whofe valour 
flill might be ufeful to their country. He offered 
tbem a fafe retreat, and vefleli to tranfport them 
to Conftantinople ; in the interval of negociation 
the ardour of the foldiers evaporated ; the lov« 
of life again revived in their bofoms ; their gene> 
ral probably participated in their emotions, or 
yielded to their wiflies ; he fubfcribed the treaty, 
embarked bis followers, and the peninfula of Spain 
wai united under the fole authority of Suintilla. 
A grateful nation Hftcned with alacrity to the 

A 5f ihgif viftorious monarch. The fon of 

was by the fuffragei of the Gothic noblea 
i in the royal dignity of bis father. But 
meafure which promtfed to eflabliOi more 
le throne of Suintilla, and to tranfmit it 
tfterity, was the caufe of its rapid fubvcr- 
Liccefsbad either changed o/,i:evj»Ied his 
natural 
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nttural difpofition i and tlM counfels of his confort 
and his brother GaiUn united to inflame his pridci 
tind ftimuUte his rapacity. Haught}% voluptuous, 
and avaricious^ from the proteftor he became the 
fcourge of his people ; the renown of his former 
achievements was ftill remembered with terrot ; 
and he might long have trampled on the patience 
of a proftrate nation^ had not compaffion or ambi- 
tion excited Sifenand, who was intruded with 
the government of the Gothic territories in Gaul, 
to eredt the ftandM'd of revolt. Thofe territories 
could furnifh but a flender band of warriors for 
the relief or invaiion of Spain ; and the liberal 
l^romifes of Sifenand prevailed on Dagobert, the 
king- of France, to contribute his aid to the over^ 
throw of the tyrant. At the head of a promif* 
cuous army of Goths and Franks, Sifenand crolTed 
the Pyrenees ; and Suintilla with the approach of 
danger refuming his wonted vigour, advanced to 
MgAg« him in the neighbourhood of Saragofia* 
But he was deferted by his troops, his courtiers^ 
and his brother Gailan;he heard the name of 
Sifenand proclaimed in his camp; and abandoning 
all hopes of refiftance, by an hafty flight he endea'» 
voured to preferve his life. 

With liberal gifts and a promlfe to a. d. ^31, 
fulfil the conditions he had fubfcribed, *^^' 
Sifenand difmifled the Franks who repafl*ed the 
Pyrenees; and ftrong in the affci^ions of his coun* 

H 3 trymen, 
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trymcn, purfucd bis peaceful progrefs to the royal 
city of Toledo. He was there fdcmnly acknow^ 
ledgcd, and anointed as king; but the life of 
Suintilla was guarded by the naemory of his former 
fervices ; and the arm of rcfentment was checked 
by gratitude. 

• The fuccour of Dagobert had been purchafed 
by the promife of a fountain of maffy gold, tho 
gift of the patrician Mtius to Torrifmond the king 
of the Vifigoths, when the valour of the latter 
wrcfted the viftory from the Scythian hoft and 
their celebrated monarch Attila, in the bloody 
plains of Chalons. It had acquired a double 
value with the Goths, as the facred tcftimony of 
their glory ; but Sifenand had hardly featcd him- 
felf in the throne before the golden fountain was 
demanded by the ambafladors of Dagobert ; the 
menaces of the king of France prevailed over the 
murmurs of his own fubjeds, and the coftly me-* 
mortal of Gothic fame was delivered to the French 
envoys. The indignation of the Goths was not 
confined to vain complaints ; the ambafladors 
were way4aid, attacked in their return, and.com* 
pelled to furrender the precious objeA of their 
miflion. A long negociation enfued ; and the re^ 
fentmcnt of Dagobert was at length appeafed, and 
the wiihes of the Goths gratified, by the payment 
of a fum of money equal in value to the moau« 
m«Dt of the courage of their ancedors* 

It 
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It was hot until three years after Sifenand had 
cxercifed the regal authority^ that in a national 
council at Toledo^ the depofition of Suintilla was 
formally confirmed^ and his pofterity with that of 
the perfidious Gailan deemed incapable of ever 
afcending the Gothic throne- Two years after-* 
wards the death of Sifenand himfelf fummoned the- 
Gothic clergy and nobles to exert their judgment 
ID the choice of a new fovereign. 

The name of Chintila is firft re- a. d. 63!. 
vealed by his promotion to the throne ; ^39* 
and his reign of fix years is only marked by his 
edidt for the total expulfion of the Jews from 
Spain. It is not eafy to difcern at this diflance 
what event provoked the fury of the king and 
the people againfi: that unhappy race. But it is 
probable that the ufurious advantage which they 
might derive from their wealth, expofed them 
to general hatred. The royal decree of Chintila 
which commanded all his fubjeds to profeis the 
Chrifiian faith, was the fignal of perfecution and 
exile to the Jews. Yet the Goths were unwilling 
to deprive themfelves of the induftrious ilaves^ 
over whom they nught exercife a lucrative op- 
preffion. The Jews ftill continued in Spain under 
the weight of the civil and ecclefiaftical laws^ 
which in the fame country have been faithfully 
trtnfcribcd in the code of the Inquifition. The 
Gothic kings and biihops at length difcovered 

H 4 thdt 



«4 HISTORY OF SfAIN. 

that injuries will produce hatred^ and that ha- 
tred will find the opportunity of revenge. A 
nation the fecret or profelTcd enemies of Chrifti- 
anity flill multiplied in fervirude and dlftrefs ; 
and the intrigues of the Jews promoted the njad 
fuccefs of the Arabian conquerors. 
A. D. tfjs, Yet however one feft might com- 
*'*■ plain of the feverity of Chintila, we 
may fuppofe from the vowa of his fubjc&s for 
his life and profperity, that the general tenor of 
his adminiftration was mild and beneficial. Even 
when he was dead, and flattery was no more, 
they acknowledged his virtues in filling the va- 
cant throne with his fon Tulga. The feeble 
youth appears to have been incapable of fuftain- 
ing the weight of royalty ; his charadcr pre- 
fents a blamelefs void, unmarked by vice or 
virtue; the bold and reftlefs Goths required the 
fway of a more firm and nervous arm; by a 
confederacy of the principal nobles, the fceptre 
was transferred from the hand of Tulga to that 
of Chindifuintho ; the life of the former was re- 
fpeded ; but the ceremony of fhaving his head 
precluded him according to the cuftom of the 
Barbarians, from re-afcending the throne ; and 
an obTcure and tranquil exiftence was permitted 
him within the walls of a monaftery. 

lad not chilled the ambition or vigour 

iifuintho ; and the new monarch vin> 

dicated 
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dicated in arms his pretenfions to ibe crowiu 
The chiefs who prefumed to oppofe his eledion 
were cruihed in the field, or executed on the 
fcafibld ; his authority was recognized in a gene* 
raL council at Toledo ; his fon Recifuintho was 
received as the partner of, and the fucceflbr to, 
his power; and after a reign of eleven years, 
<ii(lingui(hed equally by the praife of the warlike, 
the learned, and the pious, the death of Chin- 
difuintho dropped the reins of government into 
the hands of his fon* 

During the life of his father the abilities of 
Recifuintho had been difplayed in quelling a 
domeftic infurredion, and in chaftifing the Gaf- 
c6ns who had again paflld the Pyrenees ; and on 
his acceffionr to the undivided adminiftration of 
Spain, thofe who had been intimidated by the va« 
lour of the prince, were conciliated by the ad« 
drefs and clemency of the king* Twenty-four 
years his fubjedts felt and applauded his wifdom, 
. his )uftice, and his moderation ; and his deceafe 
at the expiration of that term fummoned them 
to the melancholy and arduous taik of providing 
a fucceflbr, who might not fuffer from the re- 
membrance of Recifuintho's virtues. 

The fuperior talents and qualities of a. D. %iu 
Wamba united in his favour the fuf- ^•®* 
frages of his Gothic peers ; but the power which 

was 
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was theambiciouf hope of many was flighted by the 
only perfon who appeared worthy of it. Wambt 
long refufed to accede to the wiflies of the aflem* 
bly ; and his fubfequent conduct attefts the fin- 
cerity of his relevance. He yielded to the pa* 
triotic reproach^ that he preferred his own peace 
to the intereft of his country ; but when he con- 
iiented to wear the crown ^ he defired the council 
CO recoiled, that he complied with their, and 
not his own, inclinations. He had fcarce received 
it before he was feniible of the cares to which it 
expofed him* The turbulent inhabitants of 
Kavarre and Afturia refufed their contributions^ 
and armed againft the ftate ; and acrofs the Py** 
renees, Hilderic, Count of Nifmes, aflumed the 
cnfigns of royalty, and afpired with the title of 
king, to the independent government of the Go.- 
thic provinces of Gaul. While Wamba prepared 
to march againfl the rebels of Navarre and Afturia, 
he diredted Paul, a veteran and ikilful general, to 
pafs the Pyrenean mountains,, and reduce the 
revolted Hilderic. The abilities of Paul were 
worthy of, but his fidelity was unequal to, the 
important truft. In a fecret council of the 
chiefs of Catalonia, his ambition was inflamed 
by the aflurances of their fupporjU The timid 
Hilderic fhrunk at his approach, and coniented 
to rank himfelf among his dependents ; the city 
•f Narbonne received him as her fovereign ; and 

his 
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his ufurpation was proteAed by the fonnidablo 
alliance and fuccours of the Franks* 

It was on the frontiers of Navarre that Wamba 
was informed of the perfidy of Paul, and the 
revolt of Catalonia* His officers adviled him to 
return to Toledo, and ailbmble the (Irengtb 
of the Gothic nation. But he rejected their di* 
iatory counfels ; and his reludance in afcending 
the throne was not more fignai than his refolutioa 
in the pofleflion of it* Depending lefs on the 
number of his forces than the celerity of his mo- 
ttonsi he penetrated into and laid wafte the re* 
^elltous countries of Afturia and Navarre. Hit 
rapid and deftruAivc progrefs ftruck the inhabi- 
tants with terror; they implored his clemency ( 
and their pardon was fealed by a folemn oath to 
arm their martial youth in bis defence. Strong 
in this reinforcement, Wamba haftily travcrled 
Arragon, entered Catalonia, prefented himfelf be» 
fore, and was received into Barcelona, and halted 
before the walls of Gironne. Paul might either 
have confided in his own a<5tivtty, or have been 
unwilling to expofe that city to the calamities of 
a liege, when he inftrudted the bifhop to ac- 
knowledge of the competitors the iirft who ap* 
peared before the gates* Three days repofe re- 
cruited the fbrength of the followers of Wamba; 
and in four divifions hit army attempted and 
^rced the paifta of the Pyrenees, and united 
. . . under 
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under the walls of Narbonne. The garrifon of 
Nafbonne were animated by the prefence of Wt- 
timir^ the friend and favourite general of Paul; 
and in the caufe of rebellion they xUfplayed a va^ 
lour the moft obftinate ; the gates were at length 
burft open, and the walls thrown down by the 
impetuous aflailants ; a church was'thelaft re- 
treat of Wititnir ; but he entered It as a warrior 
and not as a fuppliant ; yet he was incapable of 
obtaining the honourable death he fought; he 
was dunned by the ^gment of a beatn { was 
taken alive, and publicly fcourged through the 
ftreets ; but the ignominious puniihment was the 
immediate eflfe&s of the rcfentment of the lieu- 
tenants of Wamba, who, however he might him- 
felf fecretly approve, was far from publicly au* 
tTiorizing their conduft. 

Within the walls of Nifmes^ Paul anticipated 
the confequences of unfuccefsful rebellion. But 
inftead of confuming the hours in vain lamcnta«> 
tions, he employed them in preparations for a 
vigorous defence. The fortifications were re« 
paired, the magazines repienilhed, and the fpi>» 
Tits of his followers revived by aflurances that 
% numerous hoft of Fnmks and Germans wer^ 
ready to march to their relief. But if fuch 
were really the hopes of Paul, tbay were difap* 
pointed by the ardour of the generals of Wamba* 
iThe machines w^ch had lately overthrown the 

walls 
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w&Us of Narbonne, battered with ioceflant fury 
thc^e of Nifmes ; the French mercenaries who 
liad been allured into the fervice of Paul> con* 
fulted their fafety rather than their honour ; they 
urged the impdSibility of further refiftance ; and 
their impatience kindled a civil war within the 
diftra&ed city. The befiegers improved the op* 
portunityj fcaled the ramparts; and difplayed 
throughout the ftreets the royal banner. The 
ample fpace of an ancient amphitheatre received 
the moil defperue or the moft faithful of the ad- 
herents of Paul, and refilled for fome time the 
tide of conqueft. The interval was improved 
by negociation ; and Wamba to the holy media* 
tion of Argaband arch-bi(hop of Narbonne^ 
granted the lives of the namelefs crowd, an4 only 
excepted from his promifed mercy, Paul> and tho 
moft guilty leaders of the rebellion. 

The feelings of an injured monarch might have 
juftified the inftant execution of the perfidious 
rebel. But on every occaiion the refentment of 
Wamba was reitridted by his regard for juftice. 
In the prefence of the army he demanded of Paul 
whether he had experienced from him any mark 
of oppteffion or contempt; the reply cf the cap* 
live acknowledged the favour and confidence of 
his fovereigtr had been ever extended to him, and 
accufed his own ingratitude. The judges were 
called upon to pronounce the fentence of the jaw 

againft 
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dgainft traitors, and Paul and his ailbciaces were 
condemned to death* The decifion was foftened 
by the clemency of Wamba ; and the rebels were 
permitted to lament their fortune, or implore the 
forgiveneft of their crime in the perpetual feclu«> 
fion of a monaftery. 

After vifiting and confirming the tranquillity 
of the Gothic provinces of Gaul, Wamba re- 
paffed the Pyrenees, and entered in triumph the 
city of Toledo. The minds of the vulgar had 
been dazzled by his fuccefs in war, but the 
judgment of the more fagacious ftamped the me- 
rit of his regulations in peace. The luxury of 
the clergy, the frequent, perhaps the invidious, 
complaint of every age and clime, excited the at* 
tention of the Gothic king ; and in a general 
aflembly at Toledo, new canons wer^ promul<- 
gated to reilore the ancient iimpUcity of the 
church. It is not probable that the meetings of 
the unpoliihed conquerors of Spain were con- 
duced with the greateft regard to decorum ; and 
the firil law of the aflembly of Toledo was cal- 
culated to reprefs the tumultuous clamours, or 
licentious harangues which too frequently dif^ 
graced it ; the words are remarkable : '' Such 
^^ as are members of this, or any other council^ 
^^ ihall behave with the utmoft modeity, and 
^' fpeak with the greateflr decency, oUerving at 
^ otfa«r times a perfect filence^ and^ by^ a ftrift 

•* atten* 
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■* attention tcftifying their refpefl: of the place 

•* they are in. Whenever they are called upon 

•• for their opinions^ they (hall deliver themfelves 

** with much ckcun>fpeftion, without any va* 

•* nation from truth, without any farcafms, with- 

** out needlefs repetitions that create confufion, 

^^ and without indulging an unfeafonable wic 

'^ amidft ferious and important bufinefs«*' The 

regulation may have originated among an unct« 

Vilized people, and in a period of barbarism; 

but the polite legillators of modern France and 

Britain, muft confefs it neither unworthy of, nor 

unneceiTary in, their own times. 

The authority of Wamba had been vindicated 
from a powerful and perfidious rebel, and the 
glory of his country was afferted agalnft a form!* 
dable and infidel enemy. In the rapid growth 
of lefs than a century, the faith of Mahomet from 
the diftant region of Arabia had overlhadowed 
the provinces of the eaft ; had penetrated into 
and fubdued the greateft part of Africa ; and from 
the ports of that continent their piratical fquadrons 
had menaced or ravaged the coaft of Andaluiia; 
Their progrtfs had alarmed the declining age of 
Rccifuintho ; and it excited the jealoufy and war^ 
Uke preparations of Wamba. To proied the re« 
pofe of Spain^ and to chaftife the pride of the fero* 
cious Saracens, a numerous fleet was diligently 
prepared by the Gothic king ; and though the 

Vifi. 
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Viligoths, accuftomed only to combat at land* 
might at firft regard ihc new theatre of adion with 
terror, they Toon vanquiftied their fears, and from 
ft variety of dcfuttory conflids^ returned home with 
fpoil and victory. The bold and perfevering d'lf- 
polition of the Saracens allowed them not readily - 
to renounce the hopes of plunder and conqueft; 
their fquadrons were collected ; and when they 
reviewed the prodigious number of their veflels, 
they might juftly advance in the full confidence 
of certain fuccefs. From the coafl of Andalufia 
might be beheld the hollile enligns of Chrift and 
Mahomet ; from the former renown and fubfe- 
quent achievements of the Mahometans, we may 
be aflured that the ChriAians did not exult in a 
bloodlefs viftory ; but the proof of it was as deci- 
live as glorious. Two hundred and feventy veflels 
of the Saracens were towed in triumph-into the 
ports of Spain. The muflclman pride was hum< 
bled ; their naval ftrengih broken ; the conqueft 
of Spain was for fome time abandoned ; and had 
the fucceflbrK of Wamba imitated the vigour and 
vifl-ilance nf that prince, their country, fecurc in 
:uation, might have braved the hofi 
il, and never have been bowed be- 
ahometan yoke. 

ngdom of the Vi6goths was rent by 

patfions of jealouiy, of refentment, 

a. The rciga of Wamba had been 

diftin- 
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Vdiftinguifhed by i feriekof great and illutbridui' 
v£kions ; it had been acknotvledged a^ the era of 
wifdotn and juftiee^ Yet aitiidft the aflfeftion of 
his fubjidh and th^ admiration of his ntigh* 
bows^ the king of the Vifigoths was deprived of 
xfit trowta his tlitues hai adorhfed. It might na* 
tumlly liave been expefted that the rfeign of the 
conqueror of Paul and the Saracens could ohiy 
have expired with his life ; that he either periihed 
by the dagger of an aflaffin, or was overwhelmed 
by an hoftiie confederacy of rival ibvereigns» 
Vet the fate ef Wambia is not related without 
hefitationi and the concurrence of various hifto- 
Hatis ; nor can it be read without exciting a fmile« 
A (trong opiate was admthiftered to him by the 
treJEichery of a doiheftic, aiid as belaboured beneath 
the effeds of the ftupifying potion^ the opportunity 
was improved by Ervigai an ambitious Groth who 
%boa(led his defcent from Athanegilde ; his long 
and filver lolckSi the fymbol of his dignity , wev 
fevered by the daring hand of Erviga ; his head 
was fliaved ; and Wamba, for he was- a king no 
more, awoke to the full ftnfe of his injury. He 
difiembled his furprife ; alTumed the language of 
Voltintaiy retirement ; and ftlfled the emotions of 
tevengc to promote the tranquillity of Spain. He 
irecorhmended as his fucceflbr the traitor who had 
d^ftaudid him of royalty ; and within the holy 
walls of a monaftery heard, without lixuiting in, 
voit X* I the 
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the abdication of Erviga. In that peaceful re- 
treat he could refleft without reraorfc or regret on 
the meafures he had purfued, and the ftaticHi he 
had occupied; the lad years of his life were 
certainly the moft happy, though not the moft 
fpleodid ; and the indifference with which he bore 
the lofs of a crown, proved how truly he was wor- 
thy to poflefs it. 
A. D. «so, The teftimony of Wanaba, united 
^^3- the fuffrages of the national council 
of Toledo, in favour of Erviga ; and a kingdom 
that bad been obtained by treachery, was governed 
Vvich juftice and wifdom. Some fufpicions had 
efcapcd of his treafon towards Wamba ; but the 
murmurs of the people were appeafed by the ad- 
drefs of their fpvereign, who, to extinguish the 
embers of faflion, neglected thepretenfions of Ms 
own fons; and with the hand of his daughter 
Cixilona, called the nephew and heir of Wamba 
tp the certain fucceflion of the throne. In the 
dark and cgnfufed legends of the SpaniOi hiflorians, 
fotne words are dropped of domeftic infurre&ion ; 
and a vidory of Erviga is variouily fuppofed to 
haye been over the Gafcons who invaded Spain, 
i£goths who revolted in Gaul. But this 
to have been the only inftance of foreign 
war ; and during the eight years that he 
: fceptre of Spain, that country was pre- 
Q peace and fecurity by bis vigour and 
prudence. 
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prudence. At the expiration of that term he was 
reized with a dangerous indifpofition ; and during 
tlie fufpenfion of difeafe he fcrupuloufly obferved 
the folemn vow that he had made, to quit the 
robes of royalty for the habit of a penitent. He 
declared, 6r prevailed on the Gothic nobles to 
receive, Egiza as his fucceflbr ; and in return for 
the crown he beftowedi he exafted an oath from 
Egiza to repair any wrongs that he himfelf had in- 
advertently occaiioned. Satisfied with this ftipu* 
lation, his head was fhaved, and he aflumed the 
'garb of a monk ; but he was not long fuflfered to 
edify his fubjeds by the example of repentance ; 
and he breached his laft a few days after he refign- 
ed'thii fceptre. 

^ In the poflefEon of a throne the peace of Egiza 
was invaded by a pious fcruple. He had fworn 
to repair the injuftice of Erviga, and he had 
bound himfelf by a folemn oath to proteft hit 
widow and children ; yet Luivagotona, the con« 
fort of Erviga, had availed herfelf of her influence 
over that prince to ufurp the demefnes of feveral 
of his fubjedts ; and juftice demanded the reAi* 
tution. In a council of the clergy Egiza ftated 
the irreconcileable obligations he had accepted ; 
his doubts were folved by the anfwer of that 
aflembly ; policy or intereft recommended them 
to releafe Egiza from . his firft oath ; and to re« 

1 2 commend 
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conuDCDd the refumptton of the demefnes diat 
Luiyagotona had ufurped. 

!t WM in cme of the Icgiflative aflbmblies of 
Toledo during the reign of Egiza^ that the code 
of laws which had been compiled by a fucceffioa 
of Gothic kings from the fierce Euric to the (a* 
gacious Erviga, was examined and ratified. As 
long as theVifigoths themfeltes were fatisfied 
with the Hide cuftoms of their anceftors^ thej 
indulged the fubjeds of Gaul aild Spain in tht 
enjoyment of the Roman law. 'Their gradual 
improvement in arts, in policy^ and at length in 
religion, encouraged them to imitate, and to fu* 
peifede thofe foreign inllitutions ; and to com- 
pofe a code of civil and criminal jurifprudence^ 
for the ufe of a great and united people. The 
tsmt obligations^ and the (ame privileges were 
communicated to the nations of the Spaniih mo- 
narchy : and the conquerors, idenfibly renounce 
ing the Teutonic idiom, fubmitted to the re- 
ftrabts of equity, and exalted the Romans to 
the participation of freedom. The code of the 
Vifigoths has been treated by the prefident de 
Montefquieu with ejtceffive leverity. He has, 
lavifhed on it the epithets of puerile and ridicu- 
lous ; he has declared it to have been incapable of 
attaining its end ; to have been frivdous lA fub« 
ftance, and tnrg^ in (fyle^ The language it is 

con^ 
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conveyed in may indeeid juftly have deferved his 
cenfure ; and the fuperftuson which pervades it 
may fubjedt it to reproach ; yet apcording to the 
teftimony of ^ more modern^ ^nd much efteem? 
cd writer's judgment, it pofleffed the merit of im- 
partial policy^ and def^rvfd the praife.of wifdom 
and moderation. 

It foftened at leaft the condition of the fub-» 
jefted ; and while throughout the fpacious realms 
of Gaul and Italy the vanquiihed native funk 
into the abjeft flavc of the conqueror, the Spa- 

ft 

piard was permitted to ranfom his freedom, and 
pot unfrequcnriy to redeem his property, by the 
payment of a fmall fine or annual rent ; the feu- 
dal fyftem which has been fo ofteij, and by an 
hiftorian of our own country fo elegantly de- 
fcribed, prevailed indeed from the ftraits of 
Gibraltar to the mountains pf ^he Pyrenees ; but 
the harihnefs of its features were meliorated by 
prudence or humanity ; and although in war the 
vaffal was obliged to follpw the ftandard, in 
peace he might with confidence appeal from the 
firrog^pce and oppreflion, of his lord. 
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Chapter the Fourth. 



Confpiraey of the Jews with the Mahomttant of 
Africa. — IVar with the Franks and Gafcons.—' 
Death of Egiza, and accejfion of fVttiza, — The 
Pope's claim offupremaey is rejeSled in the council 
of ToUdo.— Tyranny offVitiza, — Revolt and ele- 
vation of Roderic— Treachery of Count Julian.-^ 
Invafion of the Saracens. — Battle of Xeres. — Flight 
and death of Roderic. — Exploits of Tartk. — Of 
Mufa. — Of Jbdataziz.— The greateji part of Spain 
eoHguered,~— Recall of Mufa. — Government of Ab- 
dalaziz.^Hts marriage with the widow of Roderic. 
— He is ajfajjinated, — Rival fallions cfthe Ahbaf- 
fides andOmmiades.'—'Ahdalrahman appears on the 
roafi of Spain. — His viElory over the Abbajjfides.— 
He ejfablifhes his independent throne at Cordova.^ 
The trra of Arabian fplendour in Spain. — Reign of 
the third Abdalrahman.-^His wealth and maguifi- 
eence. — Town andpalace of Zebra. — His revenue.— 
'^-ade and natural produBions of Spain. — Cbarac- 
•ofAlkalem thefecond. — Hisjuftice.—He isfuc* 
'ded by his infant fon Hajftm. — Renown of AU 
tnzor, the vizir of HaJJem,— Overthrow of the 
hoiift 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. ttf 

boufi of the Ommiadis^ — Degeneracy and MJfenJiont 
of the Moors of Spain. 



X N the generous pplicy of an equal a. d. 6Z%f 
and impartial code of laws, Egiza ''^* 
might juftly have hoped that, the reign of the 
Gothic princes in Spain wo\ild have been pro- 
longed through fucceflive centuries by the union 
of their Chriftian fubjefts. Yet he was not long 
permitted to indulge the pleafing illufion; his 
mind was diftraded by the rapid progrefs of the 
Saracens on the oppofite coaft of Africa ; he 

« 

dreaded the enthuliaftic valour and rapacious 
myriads of the general enemies of Chriftianity ; 
and his appreheniions were kept awake by the 
refbntment of a {c&, whom he had persecuted 
and defpifed. 

The decree which had commanded the expul* 
fion of the Jews from Spain had been eluded by 
avarice ; and that wretched people by the con- 
nivance; of the governors of the provinces, and 
of the fucceflbrs of Chintila, had been permitted 
to purfue and improve the arts of trade and 
commerce. But without a legal eftabliihment, 
the fruits of their ingenuity or labour, and even 
their lives, were expofed to the caprice or cove-* 
toufnefs of their rulers. They might fometimes 

I 4 com- 
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Qomphis of vftntoo cruelty ; but they eou^ m^ 

way8> and with jufiice, mcuTc \h^ infAtt»t« 4e«». 
mands of the hungry Vifigoths ; they were fufiered 
to accumulate only to fwett the coffers of their 
tnafters; the thirfl of revenge became more 
Ijbrong ia proportion as it was neceffary ^o cberifl;^ 
it in filence; they exuked in thevi£kories of tbc 
Mahometans ; they continued a cl^^.g^eroM ^nd 
hoftile correfpondence with their brethren, whq 
undej? the adminiftration of Chintila had iheliered 
tbemfblves from perfecution in Africa ; and on 
their affuranccs of fypport, and with thp fecret 
hope of more effe^ual fuccour from the Sara* 
cens, they fixed the day to ere& the ftandard o^ 
revolt. 

. Before the appointed time arrived, their pre* 
parations had atarmed, or their intentions ba4 
been betrayed to, Egiza. In a liational council 
the Gothic king unfolded the con^fpirapy, and 
ratified the puniflinfteni of the Jews. The pub- 
He exerciie of their religion was prohibited under 
the moft f^vere penalties j their children under- fo 
vea years of age were diredtied to be taken from 
them, and to be educated ia the Chriftian faith ; 
and thoie who prefumed to oon^fpire againft their 
faveieigtt, or who, after having been purified in the 
baptifmal £onr, returned te their ancient here(y> 
wcM. deprived} of their propei^ty and liberty. 
The premature difeovei^y of the conspiracy* ef 

the 



HISTORY OP SPAIN* m 

^\^t Jew$^ might difconoert, but did not deter tha 

^aracons from afpiring to the conqueft of Spaia« 

Their numerous fquadrons iflUed from the pottt 

of Africai and menaced again th^ coafis 4>f Aht 

fdalufia. But their pride was ohaftiffd bjr a (W 

cond nava) defeat: and the victory which di£^ 

pelledthe immediate apprehenftons of the Viii^ 

goths, was afcribed to the valour and cot^duA 

of the youthful Theodomiri |he f^n-in-law of 

Egiza. 

A fhort but bloody war with the Franks ot 
Oafcons was terminated by the mutual weak* 
pefs and loflbs of both nations ; and Egiza' ia t)ie 
moment of tranquillity mighty in eft^ilhing the 
fucceilion to the crown, equally confider the hap* 
pinefs of l\is people, and the aggrandiftmeno of 
his family. In a national affembly at Toledo his 
fon was aflfoqiated with him in the regal dignity { 
and foon after the dea(h of Egiza, devolved on * 
Witiza the undivided adminiftracion of Spain^ 

During the firft months of his reign, Witiza 
might be confidered a^ the proteAor and i&th<^r 
of his people ; during the laft years he wa$ the 
Ccourge and tyrant of his fiibjeds. The advan- 
tages which his country derived from a ihort af« 
fefbation^ of virtue, were few and tranficnt ; the 
evil« with which ihe was afilicted &om the ind^uU 
geMe c^ hi» pafllons and vices were> numerous 
ond lading. Yet one jnftance of ftrmoefs m^rks 

his 
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his acceiTion : with the title of Pope^ and a& tlVe 
fucceflbr of St. Peter, the patriarch of Rome^ 
claimed an abfolute dominion over the Chriflian 
ilates of Europe ; but in the eighteenth council 
of Toledo, a fpirit of eoclefiaftical freedom was 
kindled by the eloquence of the metropolitan 
Gundaric, He vindicated the independence of 
the church of * Spain : his piety and blamelefs 
manners gave weight to his arguments ; and the 
extravagant pretenfions of the fee of Rome were 
encountered with decent and manly oppofition. 

If juftice or virtue had taken root within the 
bofom of Witiza, they were foon eradicated by 
the flattering language of a licentious train of 
courtiers, who fuccefsfuUy iniinuated that youth 
Was the feafon for pleafure and enjoyment, and 
that the fovereign was to be diftinguilhed from 
his fubjefts by his more ample privilege of luxury 
* and prodigality. The pleafing dodrine was rea* 
dily preferred to the diftafteful admonitions of 
the holy Gundaric ; the court of Witiza was dif- 
graced by fcenes of (hamelefs excefs and dcbau« 
cbery ; and the wives and daughters of the mod 
illuftrious of the Gothic nobles were violated by 
his lulls. To a vicious tyrant, virtue muft ever 
become the objcdt of hatred and jealoufy ; to in- 
temperance fucceeded cruelty ; and thofe whofe 
qualities and defcent from the mod: honoured of 
his predeceflors recommended them to popular 

favour, 
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favour, were, as diftruft or caprice prevailed, fen* 
tenced to banifiiment or death. 

Yet the deteftation of the tyrant has been in- 
dulged by the hillorians of his reign beyond the 
bounds of truth or probability. We may fafcif 
rejed the law that he is reported to have framed, 
and which gratified the amorous inclinations of his 
fubjeds, by unlimited polygamy. We may diftruft 
the regulation which enjoined the deftrudion of 
all oiTenfive weapons throughout Spain ; and the 
invaiion of the Moors, and the iieges they encoun* 
cered, convince us how falfely he is accufed of 
difmantling, with the exception of Toledo, Tuy, 
and Aftorga, all the cities throughout his domi- 
nions. 

However exaggerated or perverted may be the 
chronicles of thofe times, it may be pronounced 
with certainty that the follies and vices of Witza 
were glaring and numerous, fmce they at length 
provoked the open indignation of his fubjeds, 
and confummated his deilruAion. Among the 
noble fufferers from his jealoufy was Theodofred, 
who is defcribed as the brother, but who moft 
likely was the nephew of Recifuintho; he was 
deprived of his fight, and fent a prifoner to Cor- 
dova ; but the hours of darknefs and captivity 
were beguiled by the filial affedion of the fon Ro* 
deric ; in their free converfe their murmurs againft 
their opprefifor were gradually inflamed to ,ati 

hope 
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hope and a projcft of revenge. Hia fatkerH 
wrongs^ and the mempry of Reciftitatko pleaded 
powerfully for Roderlc ; he ere£bcd tho fiandard 
of revolt ; and the thoufands who in themfelvc^ 
or their connexions had either fek or dreaded chc 
luft or cruelty of the tyrant, jointed him with ala- 
crity ; a civil war was kindled and raged for fome 
time with doubtfql violence ; but was at length 
terminated by the depofition or cleath of Witiza,^ 
and the elevation o^ Roderic to the throne of the 
"Vifigoths. 

By the fall of.Witiza, and his own acceiSoh to. 
royalty^, Roderic had gratified the emotions of 
tievenge and ambition ; but he was not long in pof^ 
feffion 'of the crown of Spain before he was in- 
ilruifted that his afcent to greatnefs was equally 
dangerous to himfelf and his country. Acrofi 
the narrow channel which divides Europe from 
Africa^ the fortvefs of Ceuta had been defended by 
the valour and ikill of count JpHan a^ainft the 
hoft of t\c Saracens ; and while Mufa^ the leader 
pf the faithful, revolved hisi difappointment with 
indignation, his hopes were awakened, not only t(> 
tho entire reduifiioa of Africa, but to the conquefj; 
of Spain, by the proffered alliance of the 9liief, an4 
vhje furrendec of the fortrefsi from which he had 

> 4 

ib lately retired with difgracc. 

In exteimating or accounting for the treachery 
itf Juliaoi^ the Spafuflt hiftorians repeat x\\^ popular 

ftory 
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Aorf of hh daughter C&va violated by the gutlty 
paffiM of K^odcric ; but the tale, romantic in itfelf) 
is ill fupported by external evidencei Some doubts 
have oeciured whether it was the wife or daughter 
of the Gothic general Whofe honour was pnofanedi 
It has even been iniintiated that the injury waa 
offered by Witiza, and not by Roderic ; not* artf 
there wanting critics who have totally rejedcd 
the. fufpicious narrative. A more probable rea^ 
fon for the revolt of Julian has been aligned bf 
the luminous hiftorian of the Decline and Fait 
of the Roman Empire, who has defcribed with 
elegance and concifenefs the invafloA of Spain by 
the Satacens^ and whofe account of that memo- 
rable revolution is preferved in the fucceeding 
pages. V The voice of the nation had indeed placed 
the fceptre in the hand of Roderic ; but the fons of" 
Witiza> impatient of a private fiation, waited the 
moment to aflert thfeir hereditary pretenfions in 
arihist V Their followers were exeited by the re- 
membrance of favours and the promife of a re^ 
volution ; and their uncle Oppas, the archbiihop 
of Seville, poirefTcd an equal influence in thel 
church and ftate. It is* probable Julian had little 
to hope and much to fear frdm the new reign ; 
his merit and popularity rendered him an ufi^ful 
or formidable fubjeA; his eftates were ample^ 
his aclherehts numerous and bold ; and it NVas too 
&tally fiiewn that by his Atidalvfian and Mauris 

taniaa 
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taniaa commands^ he held in his hands the key» 
of the Spanilh monarchy. Too feeble however 
to meet his fovereign in arms, he fought the aid 
of a foreign power ; and his ra(h invitation of 
the Moors and Arabs^ produced the calamities of 
eight hundred years. In his epifUes^ or in a per* 
fonal interview, he revealed the wealth and na- 
kednefs of his country ; the weaknefs of a dif- 
puted throne ; the degeneracy of an effeminate 
people. The Goths were no longer the vifto- 
rious Barbarians who humbled the pride of 
Rome> defpoiled the queen of nations, and pe- 
netrated from the Danube to the Atlantic ocean. 
Secluded from the world by the Pyrenean moun» 
tains, the fucceflbrs of Alaric had ilumbered in 
a Jong peace. The walls of the cities were mouU 
dered into dull ; the youth had abandoned the 
cxercife of arms ; and the prefumption of their 
ancient renown would expofe them in a field of 
battle to the firft aflault of the invaders. The 
ambitious Saracen was fired by the eafe and im* 
portance of the attempt ; but the execution was 
delayed till he had confulted the commander of 
the faithful ; and his meflenger returned with the 
permiffion of Walid, to annex the unknown king* 
doms of the weft to the religion and throne of 
the Caliphs. In his refidence of Tangier, Mufa, 
with fccrecy and caution continued his corref- 
pondence and haftened his preparations. But. 

the 
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the remorfe pf the coDfpifators was foocbtd bf 
the fallacious aflurance chat be ihould content 
himfelf with the glory and the ipoil, without 
afpiring to eftabliih the Modems beyond the Tea 
tliat feparates Africa from Europe. 

In two fucceffive attempts the narai a. D. jto^ 
force of the Saracens had been broken ^^^* 
by the Gothic fleet ; but Roderic, either diftraded 
by civil war and intent on revenge^ or confiding 
in the vigilance and fidelity of Julian^ neglefted 
the natural means of defence; the unguarded 
coaft invited the defcent of the Moflems. Yet 
before Mufa would truft an army of the faithful 
to the dangers of a foreign and Chrillian'land^ 
he made a Icfs dangerous trial of their ftrength 
and veracity. In the year feven hundred and 
ten after the birth of Chrift^ one hundred Arabs, 
and four hundred Africans pafled over in four 
vefTels from Tangier or Ceuta ; the place of their 
difembarkation on the oppofite ihore of the ftrait 
is marked by the name of Tariff their chief; 
from their firft ftationi they marched eighteen 
miles through an hilly country to the caAle and 
town of Julian; the appellation of the green 
ifland, which from a verdant cape that advances 
into the fea, they beftowed upon it^ is ftill per* 
petuated by a corruption from the Arabic, in the 
name of Algezira. Their hofpitable entertain^i 
mem, the ChriOian valfals of Julian who joined 

their 
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th^iir il&ndsirdi their infoad into a fertile and un« 
gnardtd pfovince^ the richnefs of their fpoil, an<l 
the fafety of their return, announced to their 
brethren the mod favourable orticns of victory; 
In the enfuing fpring five thoufahd veterans and 
Volunteers Vere embarked under the command 
bf Tdrik, a daUntlefs and ikilful foldier, whd 
iiirpafled th^ expectations of his chief. The 
tocefeffary tranfports were provided by thfe in- 
(diiftry of their too faithful ally. The Saracena 
landed at the pillar or point of Europe ; the cor- 
rupt and familiar appellation of Gibraltar {Gabat 
i/ Tarik) defcribes the mountain of Tarik ; and 
the ititrenchmertts df his camp were the firft out- 
lines of thofe foi^tifications which in the hands 
bf Great Britain h^ve refifled the art and power 
bf the uhitcd houfe of Bourbon. 

Roderic had {lumbered ovtt the pteparationft 
and firfl: attempt of the Saracens, ha was aw£lk« 
irned by the magnitude of their fecohd invafion } 
y%c itifted.d bf ^ollbtfting his whole force and ad^ 
Vancing ift perfon to crulh the rafli intruders, h6 
tdntefited himfelf with difp^tching liis lieute- 
nant Edeco^ at the head of fome feled: troops^ to 
•rreft their progrcfs. The VifigothSi enervated by 
luxury, were incapable ^f Withftanding the mar- 
ticil ehthUfiafift of the Moflem fanatics ; and the 
flight of Edtio feV^iled tb Roderic the approach 
^ thi cnemyi and his* bwn dangien 

The 
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The Vifigoths were Hill capable of great and 
formidable efforts ; the fiandard of their fove- 
reign was unfurled ; and at the royal fummonsj 
the dukes and counts, the biihops and nobles of 
the Gothic monarchy afiembled at the head of 
their followers. The hod that marched under 
the conduft of Roderic confided of ninety or an 
hundred thoufand men, and muft have infured 
'viftory^ had their difcipline and fidelity been 
adequate to their numbers. But the Vifigoths 
long unaccuftomed to, were oppreflfed by the 
weight of armour ; and the fons of Witiza, who 
confented to range themfelves under the royal 
bfinner, remembered the condition and fate of a 
father and a kinfman, and their own ambitious 
hopes blafted by the promotion of Roderic* 

Yet even the fanaticifm of the Moflems could 
not be infenfible to the preparations of the Goths. 
The promife of Paradife was weighed againfi: the 
danger of the unequal field ; and the prudence^ 
of Tarik was difplayed in his timely retreat, while 
he folicited and obtained the afiiftance of his 
African brethren. By the diligence of Mufa the 
Saracens were augmented to twelve thoufand; 
and to thefe were joined a promifcuous crowd of 
Chriftian malecontcnts who were attrafted by the 
influence of Julian, and of Africans greedy to 
tafte the temporal bleffings of the Koran. About 
two Ic^ues from Cadiz, the town of Xeres, has 

VOL* I. K been 
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aftrated by the encounter which deter- 
he fate of the kingdom ; the ftream of the 
,to, which falls into the bay, divided the 
ips, and marked the advancing and re- 
Ikirmithes of three fuccelGve and bloody 
On the fourth day the two armies joined 

ferious and decifive ifltie; but in the 
L when they were moft neceffary, Ro- 
ems to have been deprived of the quali- 
ich had raifed him to a throne; Alaric 
laire blulhed at the fight of his unworthy 
tr, fuftaining on his head a diadem of 
incumbered with a flowing robe of gold 
:en embroidery, and reclining on a litter^ 
of ivory, drawn by two white mules, 
hftanding the valour of the Saracens they 
under the weight of multitudes ; and the 
if Xeres was overfpread with their dead 

** My brethren," faid Tarik, to his fur- 
companions, '* the enemy is before you, 
'ca is behind ; whither would ye fly i fol- 
your general : I am refolved either to lofe 
life, or to trample on the ptoftrate king 
le Viligotfas." Befides the refource of de- 
Le confided in the fecret correfpondenc^ 
^md interviews of count Julian, with 
s and brother of Witiza. The two princes 
' archbilhop of Seville occupied the moft 
import- 
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important pod ; their well-timed defedion broke 
the ranks of the Chriftians; each warrior was 
prompted by fear or fufpicion to confult his per- 
ibnal fafety ; and the greateft part of the Gothic 
army were fcattered or deftroyed in the flight and 
purfuit of the three following days. Amidft the 
general diforder^ Roderi(i darted from his car, and 
mounted Orelia, the fleeteft of his horfes. Some 
credulous Spaniards believed that in an hermit's 
cell he concealed his difgrace^and eluded the fearch 
of his enemies ; but it is more probable that he 
efcaped a foldier's death to perifh ignobly in the 
waters of the Boetis or Guadalquivir, His dia- 
dem, his robes, and his courfer were found on 
the bank ; but as the body of the Gothic prince 
was buried in the waves, the pride and ignorance 
of the Caliph muft have been gratified with fome 
meaner head, which was ezpofed in triumph be- 
fore the palace of Damafcus. ** And fuch," 
continues a valiant hiftarian of the Arabs, ** iS 
*^ the fate of thofe kings who withdraw them- 
'* felves from a field of battle." 

The fortifications of Eciga, a flrong town fi- 
tuated on a branch of the Guadalquivir, and not 
far from the theatre of their defeat, afforded a 
temporary afylum to the fugitive Vifigoths. But 
the walls were foon encompaffed and affaulted by 
the vidtorious Saracens ; and if the befieged were 
confirmed in their refinance by defpair, the be* 

K % fiegers 
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ficgers were animated in their attacks by the 
double hope of plunder and of Paradife. After 
a fliort but bloody ftruggle, the ftandard of Ma- 
homet was dif][)layed on the ramparts ; the gar- 
rifon was overpowered ; and the defencelefs inha- 
bitants were involved in the promifcuous (laugh- 
ter by the inexorable vidtors. 

Count Julian had plunged fo deep in guilt and 
infamy, that his only hope was in the ruin of his 
country. After the battle of Xeres, and the 
capture of Eciga, he recommended the mod ef- 
feftual meafures to the Moflem invaders. '^ The 
" king of the Groths is flain ; their princes are 
** fled before you j the army is routed ; the na- 
** tion is aftoniihed. Secure with fufficient de- 
" tachments the cities of Bcetica ; but in per- 
*' fon, and without delay, march to the royal 
^* city of Toledo, and allow not the diftradted 
*' Chriftians either time or tranquillity for the 
** cleftion of a new monarch." Tarik liftened 
to has advice. A Roman captive and profelyte 
who bad been erifranchifed by the Caliph him- 
fclf, aflaulted Cordova with feven hundred horfe. 
He fwam che river, furprifed the town, and drove 
the Chriftians into the great church, where they 
defended thcmfclves above three months. An- 
other detachment reduced the fea coaft of Bob- 
tica, which in the laft period of the Moorilh 
power, has compiifed in a narrow fpacc the po* 

pulous 
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pulous kingdom of Grenada. The march of 
Tarik from the Bcetis to the Tagus might confift 
of near two hundred mUes^ and was directed 
through the Sierra Morena^ that feparates An« 
daluiia and Caftillei till he appeared in arms un- 
der the walls of Toledo. The mod zealous of 
che Catholics had efcaped with the relics of their 
faints ; and if the gates were fhut^ it was only 
till the vidtor had fubfcribed a fair and reafonable 
capitulation. The voluntary exiles were allowed 
to depart with their effcdts ; feven churches were 
appropriated to the Chriftian worlhip j the arch- 
biihop and his clergy were at liberty to exercife 
their fundtions^ the monks to prat^ife or negledt 

ft 

their penance ; and the Goths and Ron^ans were 
left in all civil and criminal cafes to the fubordi- 
nate jurifdidtion of their own laws and ma- 
giilrates. 

But if the juftice of Tarik protected the 
Chriftians, his gratitude and policy rewarded 
the Jews, to whofe fecret or open aid he was 
indebted for his molt important acquiiitions. 
Ferfecuted by the kings and fynods of Spain, 
who had often preffed the alternative of banifh- 
ment or baptifm, that outcafl nation embraced 
the moment of revenge. The comparifon of 
their pad and prefcnt ftate was the pledge of their 
fidelity ; and the alliance between the difciples 
of Moles and of Mahomet, was maintained till 
the final aera of their common expulfion. 

K 3 From ' 
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From the reduction or fubmiffion of Toledo^ 
the (oM and brother of Witiza found thcmfdvc* 
no longer ncccffary to the vidtors j tbcy had con- 
fentcd to be confidcred as the confederates, and 
they funk into the dependents of the enemies of 
their country and religion. From the royal feat 
of Toledo, the Arabian leader fpread his con- 
(juefts to the north over the modern realms of 
Cadille and Leon. The proftrate cities opened 
their gates and furrendercd their treafures on his 
approach. The celebrated table of one fingle 
piece of folid emerald, encircled with three rows 
of fine pearls, fupported by three hundred and 
lixty-five feet of gems and niafly gold, and 
eHimated at the price of five hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold, acquired by the Goths among 
the fpoils of Rome, was prefented by the Arabs 
to the throne of Damafcus. Beyond the Aftunan 
mountains the maritime town of Gijon bounded 
the progrefs of the lientcnant of Mufa, who 
had performed his viftorious march of fevcti 
hundred miles from the rock of Gibraltar to the 
Bay of Bifcay, Spain, whicli in a more favage 
and difordcrly {late had refiftcd two hundred years 
the arms of the Romans, was over-run in a few 
months by thofe of the Saracens ; and fuch was 
rnefs of fubmiinon and treaty, that the 
r of Cordova is recorded as the only 
10 fell, without conditions, « prifoner 
into 
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into their hands. The caufe of the Goths had 
been irrevocably judged in the field of Xeres ; 
and^ in the national difmay, each part of the 
monarchy declined a conteft with the antiigonift 
who had vanquifhed the united ftrength of the 
whole. That ftrength had been wafted by two 
fucceffive years of peftilence and famine ; and 
the governors who were impatient to furrender^ 
might exaggerate the difficulties of collecting the 
proviiions neceflary to fuftain a fiege. To dif- 
arm the Chriftians^ fuperftition likewife contri- 
buted her terrors ; the fubtle Arab encouraged 
the report of dreatns^ omens^ and propheciies s 
in the palace of Toledo^ an ancient tower had 
been regarded as the ftruAure of magic ; and the 
tradition, that whenever it was opened the Gothic 
monarchy fliould be extinguiihed, had been re-- 
fpeded by the fucc^ftbrs of xAlaric. The mind of 
Rodisric was inflamed by the hope of an immenfe 
treafure, and his avarice impelled him to tempt 
the charm. The gates were unlocked or burft 
open ; and a maffy cheft in.an inward apartment waa 
the objed: of his eager curiofity. Inftead of gold 
and filver, it was found to contain on a long roU 
of linen the ferocious features of the Saracens^ 
with an infcription that fuch was deftined to be 
the conquerors of Spain* The hiftorian who has 
preferved the tale, has apologifed for his infertioA 
of it i but if it was eagerly received by the Got;h» 

K 4 and 



136 History of spain. 

and Spaniards, the belief of it contributed to 
produce the confequences it was fuppofed to have 
predided ; and an army already imprefled with 
the prefage of defeati could but faintly afpire to 
the glory of victory. 

From Gijon, Tarik had been recalled to To- 
ledo, to excufe his prefumption of conquering z 
kingdom in the abfence of his general. The in- 
telligence of his rapid fuccefs had converted the 
applaufe of Mufa into envy ; and he began, not 
to complain, but to fear that Tarik would leave 
him nothing to fubdue. At the head of ten 
thoufand Arabs and eight thoufand Africans he 
paffcd over in perfon from Mauritania to Spain. 
The firft of his companions were defcended from 
the mod noble tribe of Arabia ; his eldeft fon was 
left to command in Africa ; the three younger 
brethren were of an age and fpirit to fecond the 
boldeft enterprifes of their father. At his land* 
ing at Algezire he was refpedtfuUy entertained by 
count Julian, who ilifled his inward remorfe^ 
and teftified both in words and aftions, that the 
vidory of the Arabs had not impaired his attach* 
%ent to the caufe. Some enemies yet remained 
for the fword of Mufa. The tardy repentance of 
the Goths had compared their own numbers and 
thofe of the invaders; the cities from which the 
march of Tarik had declined, coniidered them- 
felvcs as impregnable; and the braveft patriots 

defend^ 
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defended the fortifications of Seville and Merida* 
They were fucceffivdy befieged, and reduced by 
the labour of Mufa^ who tranfported his camp 
from the Bcetis or Guadalquivir to the Anas or 
Guadiana. When he beheld the works of Ro< 
man magnificence, the bridge, the^aquedu&s, the 
triumphal arches, and the theatre of the ancient 
metropolis of Lufitania, ^^ I Ihould imagine,*^ 
exclaimed he, '^ that the human race mufl have 
^^ united their art and power in the foundation of 
^^ this city ; happy is the mao who (hall become 
*• its maftcr." He afpired to that happinefs, but 
the Emeritans fuftained on this occafion the ho« 
nour of their defcent from the veteran legiona* 
rtes of Auguftus. Difdaining the confinement 
of their walls, they gave battle to the Arabs on 
the plain; but an ambufcade riiing from the 
ihelter of a quarry or a ruin, chaftifed their in- 
difcretion, and intercepted their return. The 
wooden turrets of aiTault were rolled forward to 
the foot of the ramparts ; but the defence of 
Merida was obftinate and long ; and the cajile of. 
the martyrs was a perpetual teftimony of the 
loiTes of the Moflems, The conflancy of the. 
beiieged was at length fubdued by famine and 
defpair ; and the prudent vidor difguifed his in> 
patience under the names of clemency and efleem. 
The alternative of exile or tribute was allowed ; 

ihe churches were divided 'between the two relir 

gions. 
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gionsi and the wealth of thofe who had fallen in 
the fiege, or retired to Gallicia^ was confifcated 
as the reward of the faithful. 

The adventurous fpirit of Tarik had firft ex* 
plored in Spain the road to conqueft ; yet in an 
interview between Mufa and his lieutenant, a ri- 
gid account was demanded from the latter of the 
fpoils of victory. His charader was expofed to 
fufpicion and obloquy ; he was imprifoned, rc^^ 
viled, and ignominiouily fcourged by the hand, 
or the command of Mufa. Yet fo ftridt was the 
difcipline, fo pure the zeal of the primitive Mof- 
lems, that after this public indignity, Tarik could 
ferve and be trufted in the redufkion of the 
Tarragonefe province. The gates and treafures 
of SaragofTa were delivered up to Mufa ; and by 
the pious liberality of his companions a mofch 
was eredted within the walls of that city ; the 
port of Barcelona was opened to the veflels of 
Syria ; but the flight of the Goths beyond the 
Pyrenean mountaints was moft probably refpedt- 
ed by the Saracen general ; and the bed hiftorians 
poftpone the invaiion of Gaul by the Moflems, 
to above twenty years after that of Spaini 

While Mufa purfued his vidtorious career to 
the foot of the Pyrenean mountains, his fon Ab- 
^elaziz chaftifed the infurgents of Seville ; and 
penetrated along the fea-coaft of the Mediterranean 
from Malaga to Valentia« In the dillri&s of Mur- 

cia 



HISTORY OF SPAIN? 139 

eia and Carthagena^ whofe plains are fertilized b^ 
^he waters of the Segura^ he was oppofed by an 
adverfary worthy of the armi of the Moilems, 
Theodomir was the fon«in-law of Egiza^ and had 
in the reign of that monarchy rendered his name 
terrible to the Saracens, by the defeat and almoit 
the deftrudion of their fleet. Under the admi* 
niftration of Roderic his counfels were neglefted, 
and his valour probably unemployed. But when 
that prince was no more, he darted from obfcu- 
rity; and his former renown coUeAed to his 
itandard a band of martial Chriftians ; at their 
head he waged with fuccefs a defultory war ; and 
even the enthufiaftic valour of the Saracens feems 
to have funk before his genius ;«Abdelaziz com- 
municated his difficulties to, and invoked the 
aiTiftance of his father ; the rapid fquadrons of 
Arabia ru(hed to his relief. Theodomir was fur- 
rounded on every fide ; and the pious enmity of 
the Moflems might have been gratified by the 
llaughter of feveral thoufand Chriftians, had noc 
the fanguinary counfels of the former been tem- 
pered by the prudence or generoficy of Abdelaziz; 
hii original treaty with Theodomir will reprefent 
the manners and policy of the times. The condU 
iions of peace agre(d and /worn between Abdelaziz the 
fon of Mufay the fon of NaJJir^ and Theodomir prince 
of the Goths. " In the name of the moft merciful 
** God, Abdelaziz makes peace on thefe condi- 
^^ tiohs ; that Theodomir (hall not be difturbed in 

'' his 
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'' his principality ; nor aay ii\)ury be offered to 
*' the life or property, the wives and children, the 
" religion and temples of the Chriftiansj that 
V Tlieodomir fliall freely deliver his feven cities 
** Orithwcll, Valentola, Alicant, Mola, Vacafora, 
" Bigerra, now Begar^ Ora or Opta, and J_orca ; 
'* that he Ihall not aflifl or entertain the ene* 
*' mies of the Caliph^ but fliall faithfully com- 
** municate his knowledge of their hoflile de> 
'* Hgns; that himfelf, and each of the Gothic 
** nobles, Iball annually pay one piece of gold, 
" four meafures of wheat, as many of barley, 
** with a certain proportion of honey, oil, and 
** vinegar; and that each of their vaiTats ftiall 
" be taxed at one moiety of the faid impofition. 
" Given the fourth of Regab in the year of the 
" Hegira ninety- four, and fubfcribed with the 
" names of four muffulmen witneffes." In the 
conditions of peace Theodomir and his fubjeAs 
mufl have confeflcd the lenity of their conquerors i 
the articles were {lri<ftly obfcrved ; and four hun- 
dred years after the death of Theodomir, his tcr- 
rttories of Murcia and Carthagena, according to 
the Nubian geographer Edrili, prefervcd the re- 
membrance of his adminilt ration and his name in 
Tadmir. 

es of Murcia and Car- 

;d to acknowledge the 
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pajtial calamities were doubtlefs tnflided by tho 
caraal or religious paffions of the enthuliafts; 
fome churches were profaned by thenewworftJp; 
fome relics or images were confounded with idols ; 
the rebels were put to the fword ; and one town, 
an obfcure place between Cordova and Seville, 
was razed to its foundations ; yet in general the 
footdeps of the Saracens were far from being 
marked with blood or devaftation ; they exaded 
the rights of conqueft, but they esafted them 
with temperance; and the rate of the tribute 
which they impofed appears to have fluctuated 
from a tenth to a fifth, according to the fub- 
mifEon or obftinacy of the Chriftians. 

The poffeflion of Spain was conlidered by Mufa 
only as the firft flep to the monarchy of Europe. 
With a powerful armament by fea and land he was 
preparing to transfer the war beyond the Pyrenees, 
to extinguifh in Gaul and Italy the kingdoms o( 
the Franks and Lombards, and to preach the 
doiSrines of Mahomet on the altarof the Vatican, 
From thence fubduinff the Barbarians of Ger- 
ollow the courfe of the 
to the Euxine fea^ to 
Roman empire of Con- 
; from Europe to Afia, 
with Antioch and the 
le was only permitted to 
; and the vifionary con- 
queror 
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queror wai foon reminded of his dependence and 
fervicude. The friends of Tarik had effeAually 
ftated his fervices and wrongs at the court of Da* 
mafcus^ the proceedings of Mufa were blamed^ 
his intenfions fufpe£ted| and his delay in comply* 
ing with the firft invitation was chaltized by an 
hariher and more peremptory fummons. An in- 
trepid meflenger of the Caliph entered his camp 
at Lugo in Galliciai and in the prefence of the 
Saracens and Chrifliians arrefled the bridle of his 
liorfe. His own loyalty^ or that of his troops, 
inculcated the duty of obedience; and his dif- 
grace was alleviated by the recall of his rival, and 
the permiflion of invefting with the government 
of Spain his fon Abdelaziz. His long triumph 
from Ceuta to Damafcus, difplayed the fpoils of 
Afric and the treafures of Spain. Four hundred 
Gothic noblcsi with gold coronets and girdles, 
!were diftinguilhed in his train ; and the number 
of male and female captives, feleAed for their 
birth or beauty, was computed at eighteen, or 
even at thirty thoufand perfons. As foon as he 
reached Tiberias in Paledine, he was apprifed of 
the (icknefs and danger of the Caliph, by a pri- 
vate meflenger from Soliman his brother and pre« 
fumptive heir, who wiftied to referve for his own 
rcigtt the fpe&acle of vidtory. Had Walid re- 
covered, the delay of Mufa would have been cri- 
minal; he purfued his march, and found an 

enemy 
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enemy on the throne. In his trial before a par* 
tial judge, againft a popular antagonift, he wa» 
convided of vanity and falfehood ; and a fine of 
two hundred thoufand pieces of gold, either ex- 
haufted his poverty or proved his rapacioufnefs. 
The unworthy treatment of Tarik was avenged 
by a fimilar indignity; and the veteran com- 
mander, after a public whipping, flood a whole 
day in the fun before the palace gate, till he ob- 
tained a decent exile under the pious name of a 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The punifliment of Mufa may accufe the jufticc 
of the Caliph ; yet where the perfonal refentmenc 
of Soliman interfered not, he appears to have been 
feniible of equity and capable of humanity • Among 
the few Viiigoths who accompanied, without 
wearing the chains of Mufa, Theodomir was the 
moft diftinguiihed for his merit, the fons of Wi- 
tiza were mofl confpicuous for their birth; the 
former was received with refpedt by the com- 
mander of the faithful; his treaty with Abdelaziz 
was ratified; and his return in fafety inftrudred his 
countrymen that they might repofe with confi- 
dence on the faith of the Moflems. The fons, 
of Witiza were reinflated in the private patri* 
mony of their father; but on the deceafe of 
£ba the elder, his daughter was unjuftly defpoiled 
of her portion by the violence of her uncle 
Sifebut. The Gothic maid pleaded her caufe be- 
fore the Caliph Hafham^ and obtained the refli- 

tiitlOIk 
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tution of her inherictncc ; flie was given in mar* 
riage to a noble Arabian^ and their two ibns> Ifaac 
and Ibrahim, were received in Spain with the 
confiderotion that was due to their origin and 
riches. 

The guilt of Julian, if we may credit the doubt- 
ful hiftorians of that age, was expiated by an end 
more dcfervedly wretched. After betraying the 

• 

caufe of his country and his religion, he could 
not cxped to Ihare the confidence of the infidel 
vidtors. His counfcis were flighted, his ferviccs 
coldly acknowledged or tardily rewarded ; and 
an hafty murmur of difcontent that efcaped hitn 
was greedily received, and improved into the 
projeft of a new revolution ; his- vaft eftates were 
coniifcated ; he was thrown into a deep dungeon ; 
and the contempt of his mafters fufTered him to 
languifli out the wretcjied remnant of his life in 
chains and darknefs. The calamities his ambition 
or rcfentmcnt had inflided on his country recoiled 
on his own head ; yet it was not from the hands 
of the Saracens that he merited his unhappy 
deftiny ; and his fate reveals the jcaloufy or in- 
gratitude of Abdclaziz. 

The fon of Mufa was himfelf foon deftined to , 
experience the viciffitudes of fortune ; the admini- 
ilration of Spain had been delegated to him by 
his father, and in the arduous ftation, above the 
condition of a fubjcft, and below that of a fovc- 
reign, his adive vigilance had challenged the 

pcaife 
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l^^raife of the vidors and the vanquilhed. But the 
Happy efft& of his abilities and his virtues were ef- 
faced by ode injudicious and iii*fated paifion. His 
heart was fenfible to the charms of Egilona, the 
widow of RoderiCy and his marriage with her of- 
fended the prejudices both of the Chriftians and 
Moilems. His new confort might firft have in« 
flamed him with the defire of independent faver- 
eignty ; and the injurious treatment of his father 
mufl have fortified him in the defign of erefking 
his throne at Cordova. But the minds of the 
Moflems were not yet ripe for rebelliom ; they dill 
revered in the Caliph the holy fucceflbr of Ma- 
homet ; and no fooner was a fufpicion of the in- 
tentions of Abdelaziz diflfufed, than a po^werful 
confpiracy was cemented againft him. The de* 
ftrudion of the fon of Mufa could not, it was 
juftly fuppofed^ prove unacceptable to the court 
ofDamafcus. But the manner of his death was 
a reproach to the fandity of the Moflems. As at 
the hour of prayer, with the primitive fimpli* 
city of the Arabs, he repaired alone to the mofch 
of Cordova, he was attacked and murdered by 
the confpirators. His death was heard with in- 
difference by the Goths and Saracens ; his head 
was tranfmitted to the Caliph 3 and by a refine-* 
ment in cruelty was prefented to the father with 
the infulting queftion, whether he acknowledged 
the features of the rebel ? '' I know his features, 
VOL. I. L he 
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he exclaimed with indignation. '* I aflert kU Io« 
'^ nocence ; and I imprecate the fame, a jufter £i|Ce 
^^ agatnft the authors of hi«i death*'' But the age 
and defpair of Mufa raifed him above the powier 
of kings, and he expired at Mecca of the anguifli 
of a broken heart. 

On the ailailination of Abdelaziz, Ayub^ tke 
fnoft guilty or the moft zealous of the confpk- 
ratorsi afTumed the adminiftration of Spain ; he 
was fbon removed by the fuperior favour or merit 
of Alahor ; and the new lieutenant of the Caliph, 
after feverely chaAifing the rapacity, prepared ta 
exercife the valour of the Moflems, by leading an 
^nay of the faithful acrofs the Pyrenees.. The 
diflenfions of the Franks and the weaknefs of the 
Vifigoths facilitated the enterprife ; the remnant 
of &he Giotfoic monarchy beyond thofe mountains 
-was overwhelmed by the torrent of the Saracens. 
The ftandardsof ^ahomet were difplayed along the 
gulf of Lyonfi beyond the dream of the Garonne; 
the cities of CarcalTone^ Narbonne, Beziers, and 
Nifmcs^ opened their gates or were carried by 
affault. But the invaders feem to have been im- 
pelled by the thirft of glory and of fpoil ; and far 
tiate with flaughter and plunder, they abandoned 
their conquefts, and repaffed the Pyrenees. Yet 
the pogeiilon of Spain often tempted the Saracens 
to afpire to the total conqueft of the Weft ; theii; 
defeat under the walls of Thoulowfe, inflamed in- 

ftead 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. 147 

ftea^l of chilling their ardour ; the fouth of France 

was blafted by their prefence; and under Ab-. 

derame^ one of the fucceflbrs of Alahor, "they 

pitched their camp in the fruitful plains bctweea 

Poitiers and Tours* They had been funercd to 

advance^ they neither wiihed, nor would 'have 

been permitted to retreat. The warriors of the 

Weft were united under the command of Charlesi 

the illegitimate fon of Pepin ; who^ with the title 

of mayor, governed France with abfolute power 

under the fan£tion of the Merovingian name* 

The banks of the Loire was the theatre of a con* 

flidt as memorable for its confequences, as for the 

number and renown of the combatants* During ' 

the fix firft days of defultory adion, the horfe- 

men and archers of the Eaft maintained their 

wonted fuperiority ; but on the fcventh the hoft 

of the Saracens was in a clofe engagement brokea 

by the robuft ftature and nervous courage of their 

adverfaries. On that immortal day, the weighty 

ftrokes of Charles firft acquired him the furname 

of Martely the Hammer ; the bloody field was 

ftrewed by Abderame himfelf, and, if we credit 

the Monkifli writers, three hundred and feventy- 

five thoufand Mahometans. But though this 

number is doubtlefs exaggerated, the vidtory was 

complete. The chiefs of the Saracens, amidft the 

terror of the night, provided each for his feparate 

fafcty J a fecond irruption into Provence ferved 

a only i^ 
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only to ex)3ofe them to a fecond defeat ; and they^ 
were inftrudted by experience to reftrain their ar- 
dour within the limits of the Pyrenees^ and to 
guard, ifnftead of paflingi the (Irong pofts of thofe 

mountains. 

^ 

A province is aflimilated to the viAorious date 
by the introdu&ion of ftrangers; and the imita- 
tive fpirit of the natives ; and Spain, which had 
been fucceffively tinftured with Punic, with Ro-* 
man, and with Gothic blood, imbibed, in a few 
generations, the name and manners of the Arab^. 
The firft conquerors, and the twenty fucceflive 
lieutenants of the Caliphs, were attended by a nu- 
merous train of civil and military followers, who 
preferred a diftant fortune to a narrow borne. 
The private and public intereft was promoted by 
ihc eftablifhment of faithful colonies s and the 
cities of Spain were proud to commemorate the 
tribe or country of their Eaftern progenitors. The 
vi&orious though motley bands of Tarik and 
Mufa aflerted, by the name of Spaniards, thcif 
onginal claim of conqueft ; yet they allowed 
their brethren of Egypt to (hare their eftabliih- 
tnents of Murcia and Lifbon. The royal legioa 
of Damafcus was planted at Cordova; that of 
£mefa at Seville ; that of Chalcis at Jaen ; that of 
Paleftine at Algezire and Medina Sidonia, The 
natives of Arabia Felix and Perlia were fcattered: 
round Toledo^ and the inland country ; and the 

fertile 
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§ctti\c feats of Grenada were beftowed on ten 
thoufand horfemen of Syria and Irak^ the children 
of the pureft and moft noble of the' Arabian 
tribes. 

A fpirit of emulation^ fometimes beneficial, 
ihore frequently dangerous, was nouriihed by thefe 
hereditary factions. The patient and fubmiifive 
ipirit of the Moflems which has been fo well de* 
lineated in the example of Tarik, had evaporated 
iti the gradual acquiiition of wealth and influence* 
The rival houfes of Ommijah, and of Abbas the 
uncle of Mahomet, convulfed the Eaft by their 
pretenffons from the Indus to the Euphrates. On 
the banks of the Zeb tne important conteft was 
decided ; Mervan the fourteenth, and laft caliph 
of tfie houfe of Ommijah, animated his army by 
h\i prefence and his example ; but he was forced 
to yield to the enthufiafm of the Abbafiides, con* 
dudted by Abdallah, the uncle of his competitor. 
The vadqulfhed Caliph croiTed the Euphrates ; 
ahd, without hairing in Paleftine, pitched his laft 
camp on the banks of the Nile ; he was purfued 
ttid attacked by Abdallah ; and the lance of an 
Abbaffide terminated the reign and life, of 
Mervan. 

At a diftance from the fccne of aftion, and 
ftcured by feas and mountains, the Moflems of 
Spain had liftened to the revolution which had 
agitated the Eaft* Their zeal loon involved them 

L 3 in 
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in the confcquenccs of it. In the profcriptioh of 
the Ommiadcs a royal youth of the name of Ab- 
dalrahman alone efcaped from the rage of his ene- 
mies, and gained the ihelter of the vallies of 
niouht Altas, His prefence in the neighbourhood 
of Spain revived through that peninfula the hopes 
of the party who had deplored the ruin of his 
houfe. They invited and received him on the 
coaft of Andalufia with open arms. 'The white 
ftandard, the diftindion of his fadion, was 
unfurled ; and the chiefs who reverenced the 
memory of the immediate fucceflbrs of Mahomet, 
drew their fabrcs in his fupport. The defeat of 
the Zeb was avenged on the banks of the Gua- 
dalquivir; that river was fwe lied with the bo- 
dies of the flaughtered Abbaffides; and the throne 
of the victorious Abdalrahman was eftablilhed 
tx. Cordova. 

A. D. 755, ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^8^ ^^ Arabian 
^"' gallantry and magnificence, which ex- 

alted the Moors of Spain above their contempo- 
raries, and rendered Cordova the feat of the rival 
arts, and arms. Near thirty years the reign of 
'Abdalrahman was prolonged amidft the accla- 
mations of his people ; and an hero who was in- 
debted for the fceptrc to his fword, as a foverpign 
encouraged and extended the mild influence of 
agricuktrre and commerce. He had foUcited 
ftgainfl; the fleet and army of the caliph Ahnanfor, 
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the aid of the Chriftians j and i^fcer viftory, in his 

edidt of pacification^ he was not forgetful of their 

afliftance ; the modeft impofition of ten thoufand 

ounces of gold^ ten thoufand pounds of iilver^ ten 

thoufand horfes, as many mules, one thoufand 

^uirafTes, with an equal number of helmets and 

lances, rather afTerted his fovereignty, than mark* 

ed the ability of his fubjedts. The country, from 

a fcene of defolation, rapidly aflamed under his 

impartial government the features of wealth 

and profperity. Cordova became the centre of 

induftry, of politenefs, and of genius. The bold 

and noble drove in tilts and tournaments ; the 

prize of addrefs and valour was difputed in the 

capital of the Ommiades by the nK>ft illuflrious 

knights from every part of Europe ; and Spain 

was the only kingdom of the Weft where 

the influence of muiic was felt, arnl the ftudics 

of geometry, aftronomy, and phyfic, were pro* 

noted and regularly pradtifed. 

Hafiam the fon and fucceflbr of Abdalrahman^ 
was not inferior to his father in histhirft of glory 
and his pailion for architecture. He applied tho 
plunder of the fouthern provinces of France to 
the holy purpofe of completing the mofch which 
had been begun by his predeceflbr. He Was not 
only a patron of, but a proficient in the arts ; and 
the bridge which he planned, and thi^ew over 

L 4 the 
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the Guadalquivir^ remains a lafting monument oF 

bis fkilL 
Beneath the fecond Abdalrahman^ new ilruc« 

tures fupplied the wants of the citizens^ and 
augmented the magnificence of Cordova ; a per- 
petual fupply of pure water was conduced through, 
pipes and aqueducts into the heart of the city i 
and the erections of numerous mofchs admoniihed 
the inhabitants where their gratitude was due for 
the profperity they enjoyed. 'I he protection of 
learning and the learned illuftrates the reign of. 
Alkaham the fecond,. The univcrfity of Cordova 
was founded and endowed by his munificence. 
The birth-place of the Senecas and the Lucan$ 
aiTerted again its pretenfions to literary fame ; and 
might boaft a library of fix hundred thoufand 
volumes, forty-four of which were employed in 
the mere catalogue. 

A. D.oii. ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^y ^ confidered as faint 
9^*- and imperfcdt iketchcs of the wealthy 
the power^ and the magnificence, of the caliphs 
of Spain; and the pomp and profufion of the. 
third Abdalrahman, who reigned about a cen- 
tury and a half after his houfe was firft eUablifhed 
at Cordova, muft have excited the wonder and 
envy of his cpntemporaries, and has almoil fur* 
paffed the belief of pofterity. His feragUo, with 
his wives, his concubines^ and black eunuchs, 
at^ounted to fix thoufand three hundred perfons; 

and 
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a.nd he was attended to the field by a guard of 
ri;velve thoufand horfe, whofe belts and fcimitars 
were ftudded with gold. The prefents that were 
laid at bis feet by his favourite Aboumalik, when 
preferred to the poft of grand vizir, confided of 
four hundred pounds of virgin gold, ingots of 
filver to the value of four hundred and twenty 
thoufand fequins, five hundred ounces of amber* 
gris, three hundred ounces of camphire, thirty 
pieces of gold tiifue, fo rich as to be worn alone 
by a Caliphi ten fuits of khorafan fables, and one 
hundred fuits of lefs valuable fur; forty-eight 
fets of gold and (ilk trappings for horfes, four 
thoufands pounds of iilk, fifteen courfers of the 
pureft breed of Arabia, and caparifoned worthy 
of the mafter that was to mount them ; a pro- 
mifcuous heap of Perfian carpets and coats of 
mail, of aloes, of fliields, and lances ; and the 
long and fplendid proceilion was clofed by forty 
youths, and twenty girls of exquifite beauty^ 
whofe collars and bracelets fparkled with gems 
of ineftimable value. Yet to Abdalrahman the 
mod precious gift of his minifter was the poem 
which cele1>rated, and perhaps juftly, his vir- 
tues ; he liftened with attention ; claithed at lead 
the praifc of liberality ; and rewarded the merit 
or artful battery of the bard with a penfion of 
one hundred thoufand pieces of gold, or upwards 
of forty thoufand pounds fterling. 

The 
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The monarch who could thus acknowledge the 
influence of verfc, was not likely to be iorenfible 
to the power of beauty ; and Abdalrahman \x 
muft be confeflcd, loved at leaft with magnifi- 
cence. Three mifes from Cordova, the city, the 
palace, and the gardens of Zehra, or Arizapha^ 
were conftru(fled in honour of, and defigned to 
perpetuate the name of his favourite fultana« 
The moft celebrated architedl of Conftantinople 
was invited to draw the plan ; the moft ikilful 
fculptors and artifts of the age were attraded 
by the munificence of the Caliph to execute it* 
The edifice was fijpportcd by near twelve hun- 
dred columns of Spanifh and African, of Italian 
and Greek marble ; the latter were the pledges of 
alliance and fricndlhtp from the emperor of Con^ 
ftantinople* The richnefs of the hall of audi* 
ence exceeded the bounds of credibility. The 
walls were iticrufted with gold and pearls ; in the 
centre was a bafon with curious and coftly figures 
of birds and quadrupeds ; above it hung a pearl 
of ineftimable price, the tribute of the fears or 
gratitude of the emperor Leo* Twenty-five ycarSi 
and above three millions ilerling, were confumed 
in conftruAing and adorning the favourite refir 
dence. Within, and fcqucftercd from view, were 
the apartments of the envied females who ihared, 
or were refervcd for the embraces of Abdalrah^ 
man. The charms of Zehra Ihone above th^ 

name- 
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namelefs ^nulcitude^ and might defy the eye of 
malignant criticifm ; over the principal entrance 
to the palace, her ftatue extorted the admiration 
of the crowd ; yet while the enraptured Mollems 
gazed with ardour on the fymmetry of her form, 
their piety was Wounded by the boldnefs of their 
fovereign, whofe amorous palTion had prefumed 
to violate' the exprefs mandate of the prophet^ 
which provided againft the danger of idolatry bf 
the interdiftion of images. Their murmurs pro* 
bably never reached the ears of Abdalrahman, 
who when fatiated with the delights of love, or 
fatigued with the toils of the chace, repofed in a 
lofty pavilion, fituated in the midft of a garden, 
which was adorned with a fountain rdpleniihed, 
not with water, but with the pureft quiclcHlver* 
In our imperfeft edimation of the lot of hu- 
man life, there are few who would not willingly 
accept the cares, with the comforts of royalty. 
Yet the name of Abdalrahman may be added to 
the lift of thofe who from the time of Solomon 
to the prefent age, have complained that the pof- 
feiSon of a throne could never afford any laft* 
ing fatisfadion. An authentic memorial, which 
ought to temper the ardour of ambition, was 
found in the clofet of the Caliph after his deceafe ; 
was tranfcribed, and carefully prefcrved, as an 
bftrudive leffon to pofterity. " I have now 
^' reigned above fifty years in viftory or peace ; 

" beloved 
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** beloved by my fubjefts, dreaded by my cne- 
^^ mies, and refpcdted by my allies. Riches and 
'* honours, power and pleafure, have waited on 
*^ my call, nor does any earthly blelling appear 
** to have been wanting to my felicity ; in tbi9 
^' fituation I have diligently numbered the days 
** of pure and genuine happincfs which have 
**' fallen to my lot : they amount to fourteen v O 
^* man ! place not thy confidence in this prefent 
' " world." The admonition was probably read, 
admired, and neglected ; the fucceflbrs. of Ma^ 
hornet feem to have forgotten the fpiritual re« 
wards that had been promifed by the prophet; 
they difdained the abftinence and frugality of the 
firft Caliphs, and afpired to emulate the magnifi'* 
cence, and condefcended to indulge ia the luxury 
of the Perfian kings* 

The vanity of regal fplcndour may ejccrcife 
the fancy of the morallft, the means which fup- 
ply it are' the objcfts of the hiftorian's enquiry. 
Befides the (IruAures of private pleafure and pob- 
lie utility, a formidable army and regular naval' 
eftabliibment awed the enemies and fecured the 
profpcrity of the faithful. The mafter of the 
richeft provinces of Spain reaped the harveft of 
a wife and equitable adminiftration. The royal 
city of Cordova contained fix hundred mofchs> 
nine hundred baths, and two hundred thoufand 
hgufes ; eighty Jarge cities, and three hundred of 

the 
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t^ie fecond order confefled the authority of the, 

Caliph; the banks of the Boetis, which undef 

the Moors aflumed the name of Guadalquivir* 

were ecnbelliihed by twelve thoufand villages ; 

every hour prefefited to the traveller a new ham* 

let ; aod in the courfe of a day's journey he might 

number three or four confiderable towns ; thefe 

were inhabited by an induftrious race occupied 

in agriculture and manufactures. The foil which 

was ungrateful to the plough teemed with the 

moft valuable minerals ; copper, quickfilver, and 

iron, were exported from the ports of Spain to 

Barbary, ^gy pt> and the Eaft. Ambergris, fulphur^ 

jaftoo, ginger, and myrrh, were clafled among 

her natural ptodudttons ; the coaft of Andalufia 

was celebrated for coral, and that of Catalooia 

for pearls ; the rubies of Malaga and Bajar, and 

the amethyfts of Carthagena were highl} efteeni' 

ed; the admirable temper of the Spanifli fteel 

recommended it to a warlike age ; and the Mof- 

lems of Africa eagerly purchafed their cuiraiTes, 

their helmets, and their fcimetars from their bre« 

thren of Spain, The filk manufadures of Gre* 

oada, and the woollen cloths of.Murcia, werjc^ 

fought after with avidity, and were fokl at an 

immenfc profit in the ports of Alexandria and 

Conftantinople. The policy of the Ommiades was 

difplayed in an amicable intercourfe with the By- 

zantine court, which they rjegarded as (heir 

ftroBgeft 
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ftrongefl: barrier agalnft the enmity of their rU 
vals the AbbafTides, and as the moil ready market 
for the induftry of their fubjedls. All the ha-^ 
vens of the Grecian dominions were open to the 
Spanifh traders, who imported rich cargoes of 
merchandize adapted to the capital of opulence 
and luxury, and in the advantageous commerce 
attradted to Spain the treafures which had been 
accumulated by a long fcrics of conqueft. But 
it is probable that the chief fource of the wealth 
of Abdalrahman was derived from the mines of 
gold and iilver with which the country abound* 
ed ; the value of thefe it is impofllble to appre* 
ciate ; but the tribute which he exaded from hi» 
people has been preferved by an Arabian hifto* 
rian, and amounted annually, exclufiVe of the 
impofts which were paid in kind, to twelve mil* 
lion nine hundred and forcy-five thoufand dinars, 
or near fix millions fterling ; a fum which, in 
the tenth century, moft probably furpafled the 
united revenues of the Chriftian monarchs; and 
when the difference of the value of filver be- 
tween that age and the prefent is computed, cer- 
tainly exceeds in a fi3^-fold proportion the reve* 
nue of modern Spain ; though the negleft of her 
mines in Europe may have been replaced by the 
produce of thofe of America. 

• In the full poffeffion of wealth and power Ab- 
dalrahman had been difappotnted of happinefs ; 

but 
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liut he might indulge a natural hope that his 
magnifi^cence woyld be perpetuated in the fpleo* 
dour of his edifices ; and that a throne which 
was prote^ked by powerful armies^ and opulent 
provinces^ might long be fiUed by his defcen« 
dents ; yet the glories of Zehra have crumbled 
into a dull; not a trace remains to mark the 
fpot where flood the p.ilace erefted with fuch 8 
wafie of treafure ; and in lefs than fifty yeard 
from his deceafje,' the kingdom of Cordova wai 
diflblved^ and the houfe of Ommijah over^ 
whelmed^ 

The name of his fon and fucceflbr ^^ jj, ^^,^ 
Alkaham the fecond, is iliU dear to 97^* 
learning ; in the luxury of building he refembled 
and rivalled his father ; and his foundation of the 
univerfity of Cordova, and the immenfe library 
he collected, are honourable proofs of his tafte 
and liberality ; but he was not only known by 
the works of art ; and in the excrcife of virtue^ 
and the diftribution of juilice, be fought^ and 
acquirec) the efteem of his people. Alimple flory 
atteils his charader open to reproc^, and painti 
beyond laboured pages the manners of the times* 
A poor w:aman at Zehra pofTelTcd a fmall fpot of 
ground contiguous to the royal palace ; the Ca- 
liph, defirous of extending his gardens, had in 
vain tempted her to part with the land for a fum 
of money ; a.rcgard for the patrimony which had 

been 
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been rendered facred by the birth of her tncef-^ 
torsy induced her to rejcd every propofal ; and the 
bead gardener abufed the authority of his mafter, 
and feized by force what Ihe refufed to yield for 
gain. The woman in an agony of defpair flew 
to Cordova to implore the proteAion of Ibu Be* 
kir^ the chief cadi of the city. This magiftrate 
immediately mounted on his afs, taking with him 
a fack of an extraordinary (ize, and prefeoted 
himfelf before Alkaham, who was then fitting in 
a magnificent pavilion on the very ground in» 
queftion ; the arrival of the cadi, and the appear- 
ance of the wallet^ furprifed the prince ; Bekir 
having proftrated himfelf^ intreated Alkaham to. 
allow him to fill his fack with fome of the earth 
they were then upon. This requeft granted^ and 
the fack filled^ the cadi defired him to help him 
to lift it upon his afs* The laft demand appeared 
fiill more extraordinary than the preceding ; the 
Caliph however confented ; but upon putting his 
ihoulder to it> could not help complaining of the 
cxceffive weight of the load. " Sir,*' replied the 
•^ cadi, this fack, which you find fo heavy, con- 
'' tains but a fmall portion of the earth which 
^' you have unjufty taken from a poor woman ; 
^^ how then do you expert to be able at the day 
*' of judgment to fopport the weight of the 
^^ whole field you have had fo little fcruple in 
" ufurping/* Farfrom being incenfed at the bold 

rebuke 
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rebuke^ the Caliph generoufly acknowledged his 

faulty and ordered the land to be reftored to 

t:be proprietor with every thing he had caufed to 

"be eredted upon it ; and the tale is an incon* 

'tellable evidence^ that though the generality 

of the conquerors of Spain had felt the influ« 

ence of a luxurious and degenerate age, fome 

ftill cherifhed the limple virtues of the primitive 

Modems. 

A feeble infant of the name of a. D. 97«. 
Haffem was the fon and fucceflbr of *^'*' 
Alkaham ; but the reins of adminiftration were 
intruded to the hand of the celebrated vizir 
Mahomet Abenamir, who from his valour and 
vigilance deferved and acquired the furname of 
Almanxor, or the Defender* He fuccefsfuUy drug- 
gled againft the tempeft of civil and foreiga 
commotion ; and fix campaigns that he fuc* 
cefiively took the field, he returned crowned with 
vidory and covered with glory ; the charafter of 
invincihUj was wrefled from him in an obftinate 
and bloody conflidt with the Chriftians; and 
from a doubtful or difaftrous field he retired 
to Medina Coeli ; his haughty fpirit allowed him 
not to brook difgrace; the deftrudion of one 
hundred thoufand of the faithful was imbittered 
by the refiecEtion that they fell by the fwords of the 
enemies of their religion ; Almanzor deplored or 
envied their fate, and aihamed to furvive, or im- 
"VOL. u M patient; 
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patient to join them in paradife, he plunged 21 
dagger in his bofom. 

The renown of Almanzor was xefpc^ed in 
his defcendants ; the ofiic^ of vizir became here- 
ditary in his family; and his fons ruled with 
power as abfolute as that of the Caliphs ; but their 
ufurpation urged the ambition of other chiefs and 
emirs ; the exclufive pretenflons of the houfe of 
Ommijah were ng longer regarded ; and wc may 
difcern through the gloom of hiftory, that the 
grandfon of the great Abdalrahman was plunged 
into a dungeon by his rebellious Modem fuhjeds, 
and was releafed and reftored to his throne by a 
Chriftian ally; the vidorious Saracens in little 
more than two centuries run the fame career as 
the Viiigoths they had vanquifhed ; they abufed 
their profperity; abandoned thcmfclves to lux^ 
ury ; and exhaufted in domcftic diiTenfions that 
ftrength which might have enabled them to have 
refifted or to have overwhelmed the common 
cnemy% Their ancient glory was ovcrihadowed 
by a long night of darknefs ; the limits of t;heir 
dominions gradually receded ; and were at length 
confined within the boundaries of Grenada* On 
that ground the Moors however Hill difplayed the 
traces of that warlike fpirit which had fhone con*^ 
Q>icuous in the field of Xeres ; and according to 
the Spaniih hiftorians^ near eight centuries of al- 
moft uninterrupted war elapfed, and three thou* 

fand 
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fand feven hundred battles were fought^ v before 
the lad 6f the Moorilh kingdoms in Spain fub-^ 
mitted to the Chriilian arms. 
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Chapter the Fifth, 



The Goths maintaitt their independence in the A/luriaxr. 
mountains.— Reign and achievements ofPeiagius, 
— Death of his fin atidfuccejfor Favilia.^Ele8ioii 
ofj^lfonfitfurnamedthe Catholic— Reign of Froila. 
'—He regulates the Catholic church. — His vic- 
tories overAbdalrahman.—'Hisfeverity. — His ajfaf- 
Jination, — Succejfion of AurtliOf and Silo.^'Ufurpa- 
tion of Mauregato. — EleStion of Bermudo^—Ht 
rejigs the crown to Alfonfo, the Chafie.— -Glorious 
adminiJiratioH of Alfonfo. — He is fucceeded hy his 
/on Ramiro. — Reign of Ordogno.—Of Alfonfit fur* 
named the Great.-^Of Garciai.-^OfOrdogna the 
fecond.~-Of Froila the ftcond.—Of Alfonfo she 
fourth.— Of Ramiro, — He wrefis the city of Toledo 
from the MoJUms*—AdminiJlration of Abdalrah- 
man the third. — Prudence of Ramiro. — His viBory 
ever the Moors.— He is fucceeded by his fin Or- 
dogno the third.— Reign ofSaruho. — He is depofed. 
~~Acce^on ofOrdogno the fourth.— Reparation of 
Sancho.—-He ts poifined.-~Ele£Iion of Ramiro thi 
Of Bermuda the fecond.—Of Alfonfo the 
f Bermuda the third,— Hit dtaib mitts 
i» 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. 165 

J 

in his brother-in-law Ferdinand the crczvns of 
Leon and Cajiille. 



aas 



JL N our admiration of the rapid vifto- A. D. 71I, 
rics of the Mahometans, the fcanty '^'' 
remnant of CKriftians who ftill nejcdlcd their yoke 
are almoft loft to our fight ; after the difaftrous 
field of Xeres, and the reduction of Seville and 
Merida, an illuftrious band of fugitives cheriihed 
the flame of liberty in the Afturian vallies. In a 
life of poverty and freedom their former virtues 
revived ; their nerves were braced by the keen air 
of independence ; in many a bloody encounter 
they aflerted againft the fanatics of Arabia their 
defcent from the hardy warriors of the North ^ 
and in the fevere fchool of adverfity they courted 
and deferved the return of profpcrity. 

Amidft their tracklef^ retreats the Chriftian 
Spaniards preferved with care and afTedion their 
ancient laws and cuftoms ; the noble birtb^ diftin« 
guilhed courage, and acknowledged ability of 
Pelagius recommended him as their Teader; yet 
it was not \intil iix years after the defeat of Xeres 
that in a national alTembly of his countrymen he 
received the title of king ; th,e narrow territory 
that he^was elefted to reign over was confined 
ivithiil the 'diftriA of Liebana^ and extended abou^ 

M 3 nine 
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nine leagues in length, and about four in breadths 
but it was broken by fteep and frequent moun- 
tains ; and was inhabited by an undaunted race^ 
who might juftly^ afpire to conquer, fince they 
feared not to die. 

'Defcending from their craggy abodes, thcfe. 
iron mountainiers prefumed again to try their 
valour in the open country; their bold incur- 
fions were planned with judgment and executed 
with fuccefs; and their eleftion of Pelagius. 
awakenecj the Moors from the illufion, that alt 
refiftance to their dominion in Spain was extin- 
guilhed. Acrofs the Pyrenees, amidft his career 
of viftory, the exultation of Alahor was checked 
by the intelligence of their achiervemcnts ; at his 
eoniimknd, ah army of the faithful was drawn from 
the garrifons of Seville, Toledo, and Merida; 
they were joined by a feled detachment from the 
Arabian forces in Gaul ; and under the command 
of the valiant Alabaman, and the treacherous 
Oppas, they directed their march to the Afturian 
mountains to trample out the laft fpark of li- 
berty. 

At the head of his brave affociates, fortified 
by the love of freedom and the contempt of death, 
Pelagius heard without difmay the approach of 
the numerous hoft of the invaders ; he fuffered 
them to traverfe the rough and lofty mountains 
of Aufeba, and to defcend into the valley beneath. 

^ , - 6ut 
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Bat with the eye of a general he marked that 
narrow fpot for the fcene of his own glory and 
their deftruftion* While they triumphed in the 
foil affurance of fucccfs,they were fuddenly affailed 
from the neighbouring heights with ftones, with 
arrows, and with javelins. Their numbers only 
ferved to increafe their confufion, and to fwell 
the tide of flaughterj they were incapable of 
avoiding the. ponderous fragments of rocks which 
were precipitated from above on their heads ; an 
ambufcade of Chriftians ftarted from the hollow 
caverns of the mountains ; and their fwords com- 
pleted the bloody labour which had been begun 
by the miffile weapons of their brethren. Oppas 
in chains was referved to meet the juft reward of 
' his perfidy; Alabaman fought and obtained a 
foldier*s death; the vale is faid to have beeil 
heaped with the bodies of one hundred thoufand 
Moflems ; and though we may diftruft the num- 
ber, we may fafely aflert that where religion and 
revenge combined to edge the fword of the 
viftors^, the flaughter was urged with cruel dili- 
gence and without mercy. The remnant that 
efcaped from battle traverfed with fearful fteps 
the mountain Aufcba, and on the banks of the 
Deva halted from the purfuit of the conquerors, 
and hoped they. had reached the term of th.eir 
misfortunes ; but a lefs glorious fate impended 
over them ; as they attempted to pafs the ftrtam 

M 4 of 
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of the Deva» a neighbouring mountain was ovtf* 
thrown by an earthquake ; the river was agitated 
by the conculT^on and fwelled by the mafly frag* 
ments ; the greateft part of the fugitive Mofletns 
v^ere overwhelmed in its waters ; the convulfion 
of nature in a fuperflitious age was attributed to 
the preternatural interference of providence ; and 
the courage of the pious Chriftians was confirmed 
by the belief that heaven warred on (heir (ide« 

One defeat had not effaced in the minds of 
the Modems a long feries of vi^ory and plunder ; 
on the intelligence of the national calamity^ 
Mumuza the Mooriih governor of Gijon marched 
forth with his garrifon to check the pride and 
chaflife the temerity of the Chrillians. In the 
valley of Olalles, about three leagues below the 
modern city of Oviedo, his prefum prion was re- 
proved by the martial followers of Pelagius, Two 
thirds of the Moors periihed in the a£tion or pur« 
fuit ; the ftrong town of Gijon capitulated or was 
reduced by force ; vanquilhed in two trials, the 
Moors tacitly relinquilhcd for fome time the un- 
profitable contcft. More intent on fpoil than 
on propagating the faith of their prophet, they 
turned from a wild ,and batren country over- 
fliadowcd with woods and mountains, defended 
by a fearlefs race, whofe f words and freedom 
were almoft their fole poflcfljons, to breathe the 
genial climate, and tp revel in the plenty of the 

fouthera 
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ibmhem provinces of Gaul; their fuccefs acroft 

The Pyrenees was produdive of a double advan^ 

tage CO the independent Spaniards ; it allowed 

xhem a ihort repofe from war to eftablilh order 

in their new government; and in the abufe of 

profpericyand the indulgence of luxury^ it relaxed 

the nerves and gradually foftened the ferocious 

fpirit of their enemies* 

Nineteen years Pelagius fwayed with fuclrels 
the fceptre he had formed ; and a territority above 
forty leagues in length acknowledged his autho- 
rity; in that fpace he exercifcd the virtues which 
bad raifed him to fovereignty ; his fubje&s were 
taught to revere his jultice> and his* neighbours 
to refpedt his valour ; his end is involved in ob* 
fcurity ; but it is more than probable amidft a 
turbulent and fanguinary age^ a peaceful death 
was the reward of his merits. 

The gratitude of Spain, and of Cbrif- a. D. Ta7» 
tianity, have embalmed the memory of ^^'' 
Pelagius, and elevated to the vacant throne his 
fon Favilla; two years of royalty were not fuffi* 
cient to difplay the ambiguous charadter of Favilla; 
and he is varioufly reprefented by the Spanilh 
hiftorians as indolent and luxurious, as active and 
cntcrprifing ; his fubjefts foon deplored or ex- 
ulted in his premature fate ; and as he eagerly 
purfued the chace in the mountains of Afluria, 
be was thrown to the ground^ and mortally 

wounded 
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wounded by a be£ir before his attendants coulcl 
interpofe in his defence. 
A. D. 739, ^^^ brother-in-law Alfonfo was by 
758- the fuffrages of a free people called to 
the fucceQion ; the furname of the Catholic was 
the tribute to his zeal for religion ; and the efteem 
p{ his fubjefts was the reward of his valour and 
wifdom. New churches arofe on the rums of 
the mofchs of the infidels, and «ew boundaries 
were prefcribcd to the ambition or ufurpation 
of the Saracens, The Moflems^ exhaulled by 
domeftic factions and the rival pretenfions of the 
houfes of Ommijah and Abbas^ were inattentive 
to^ or incapable of oppofing his progrefs. He 
penetrated into Gallicia; reduced Lugo, which 
{lad beheld the glory and difgrace of Mufa ; and 
turning to the north, pitched his camp in the 
plains of Leon and Caftille ; the gates of Aftorga, 
Saldagna, and Victoria, were burft open by his 
arms, or were unbarred by the fccret inclinations 
of the inhabitants ; he prefented himfelf on the 
borders of the modern kingdom of Portugal, and 
he purfued his vidtorious march through old 
Caftille to the range of mountains which divides 
it from the new. Yet his enterprifes, though con^ 
duded with vigour, were tempered with prudence; 
at the conclufion of each campaign he retired 
within the craggy diftri6t> of Afturia ; his retreat 
was marked by devaftation ; he prudently int^r- 

ppfcd 
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pofed .a wide and defcrt frontier betwcfen his 
narrow territories and the populous dominion of 
the Moors ; but the fame of bis exploits and the 
liberal diftribution of his fpoil, attracted from 
every quarter of Spain a crowd of bold or hungry 
Cfariflians, who had long borne with indignatiofi 
the yoke of the Mahometans ; the latter were cx- 
haufted by famine and civil commotion ; yet itr 
was not until the evening of his reign that Alfonfo 
ventured to quit his native faftncffes, and to re- 
build the walls of, and to occupy the cities of 
]L/eon and Aflorga. 

His fon Froila fucceeded to his a. D. 75s, 
crown and his abilities in war, but he 7^*' 
poflefled not his generofity and magnanimity in. 
peace. His difpofition was ftern and fanguinary ; 
and he commanded the obedience, without deign- 
ing to conciliate the afFeftions of his fubjedts. 
His firft reform has been applauded by the writers 
of a monkifli age ; the clergy had availed therti- 
felves of the general diftraftion after the death of 
Roderic, to gratify the impulfe of nature, ancj 
feveral had contradted themfelves in marriage 
with the objedts of their honourable paflion ; but 
the laity, who had regarded with indifference their 
promifcuous amours, were fcandalized in their 
violation of the canons of the church by the 
forms of a legal union. The aufterity of the 
fovereign happily accorded with the wilhes of his 

fubjedts; 
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fubjeds ; the authority of the Catholic churdi 
was vindicated by Froila ; and throughout Spaia, 
its minifters were confined to celibacy without 
being reftored to chafiity. 

The vidtory of Abdalrahman on the banks of 
the Guadalquivir had eftabliihed in Spain the 
houfe of the Ommtades ; and a prince who had 
triumphed over the kindred valour of the Mof« 
lems^ endured not without indignation the* hoftile 
progrefs of the Chriftians ; the ezpeftatioa oi 
fpoily and the piomife of paradife, aflemUed be* 
tween the Duero and Tagus a ilumerous hoft of 
the Saracens ; they paifed the confines of For- 
tugaly and the name of Pontumo marks the fpot 
in Gallicia where they defcried the eniigns of the 
Chriftians. The inferiority of numbers was fup-» 
plied by the ikill and valiant example of Froila ; 
fifty*four thoufand Mollems were extended life* 
lefs on the field ; their general was among^ the 
ilain ; the moment of fuccefs was improved by 
the addrefs of Froila ; and the city of Oviedo^ 
which he deftined/or his new capital^ was^ with the 
fpoils of the vanquiflied^ ereAed at a fmall diftaiKe 
from Gijon, on the banks of the Afte^ which is 
formed from the confluence of the waters of the 
Ova and Deva. 

A fecond attempt of Abdalrahman to retrieve 
his honour, fcrved only to augment his difgrace; 
another army of the Moilems was lofl in the 

mountainous 
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ix»untatROUs diftrids of old Caftille; and thtf 
Caliph in an honourable truce confefled his dread 
of his Cbriftian adverfary. But Froila wis not 
lefs the terror of his enemies than of his fubjedts* 
In the laft invafion of Abdalrahman^ the natives 
of Galltcia had negleded or refufed to join the 
ilandard of their fovereign ; and no fooner had he 
concluded peace with the Saracens, than at the 
head of an obedient army he entered Gallicia, and 
by the execution of the mod illuftrious or moft 
rebellious of the inhabitants, taught them to dread 
the refentment of an offended monarch. The 
neighbouring provinces beheld with difmay and 
difcontent the tremendous example ; the guilt 
and danger of difobedience were forgotten in the 
excefs of the punifhment ; and Froila, who had 
never pofTefTed the love, was now expofed to the 
hatred of his people ; his mind was probably ipri« 
tated by the ingratitude of the multitude and 
confcioufnefs of his fervices ; and his brother, 
except himfelf the only legitimate fon of Al- 
fonfo, W3S the victim of his jealoufy* Biqiarano 
inherited, or was fuppofed to inherit, the popular 
qni^lities of his father ; the efteem of his coun- 
trymen was the fignal for his death; and in a 
perfidious conference he was ftabbed by the hand 
of Froila. The fafety of the tyrant, for fuch is 
die name that he hereafter deferves, was updef - 
mined by his own crime ; his nobles reprcflcd 
their abhorrence of his unnatural deed ; and pa- 
tiently 
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tiently waited for the moment of retaliation* Tli^ 
dagger of an aiTaiTin .was whetted , againft tht U£e 
of Froila ; and he fell without being lamented by 
|he people whom he had defended. --;^ 

A* D. i6z. The feeble claimi of an infant fon^ 
?7^* the only, fruits of the marriage pf Froila 
with his beautiful captive Monina^ were loft in 
the detedation of the father, or were deferred 
from the debility of his years ; and Alfonfo, who 
afterwards arofe the father and the glory of his 
country, was fet afidc for Aurelio, the coulin ofy 
and probably one of the confpirators againft the late 
king ; a confederacy of the Mooriihilaves to avenge 
their fuifcrings in the blood of their Chriftian maf- 
ters, but which was early deteded and quelled, 
marks alone the reign of Aurelio ; his brother 
Bermudo had entered into the pale of the churchy 
and feemed precluded from the cares and cotn- 
forts of royalty ; and Aurelio, deilitute of offspring, 
fought a fucceflbr amongft the mod iUuflrious 
nobles of his court. The addrcfs or virtues of 
Silo fccurcd him the preference ; he received the 
hand of Adofinda, the kinfwoman of his fove- 
reign ; was intrufted with a confiderable ftare ia 
the adminiilration ; and on the death of Aurelio, 
was declared his fucceflbr by the fuffrages of the 
nobility and with the approbation of the people. 
A. D. 774, The judgment of .Aurelio was ap- 
'*^ • proved in the meafurcs of Silo ; during 

a reign 
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a t^ign of nine years an obfcure rebellion in GiU 
Hcia alone interrupted the public tranquillityt 
The new monarch promoted with ability the hap* 
pinefs of his people, and watched with honourable 
care over the education of the youthful Alfonib# 
On his death that prince was, with the confent of 
icveral of the nobility^ and under the protedion 
of the dowager queen Adoiinda, declared king ; 
but the fceptre was raviilied from his hand by a 
mature and unexpeAed competitor. 

The piety of Alfonfo the Catholic, a. D. ^tu 
had not fortified him againft the frailty '•*• 
of human nature ; a Mooridi captive had ihared 
his embraces ; and the ifTue of their illicit inter* 
courfe had obtained from the mother the name of 
Mauregato. In the humble condition of afubjed, 
he remeliibered the rank of his father; and his 
ambition fuggefted to him the means of afccnding 
to the fame fiation. He was not ignorant of the 
fecret dread left Alfonfo Ihould inherit the aufie* 
rity of Froila ; he improved the fears of the mul- 
titude by dark and fubtle rumours ; and at length 
openly aflumcd the crown. It is probable Al- 
fonfo in a field of battle might have fubfiantiated 
his previous ele&ion i but a civil war might have 
proved fatal to the infant ftrength of the Chrif- 
tians ; and the fon of Froila proved himfclf wor- 
thy of a throne by refufing to hazard his country's 
welfare in the defence of it. He retired to his pa* 

trimonial 
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trimonial eftate in Bifcay ; that popularity which 
had been denied bim in the palace, accompantecL 
him to his retreat; and whatever might be the 
fecret wiihes of Mauregato, he engaged to refpeft^ 
and he feared to violate the (afety of his magna- 
nimous rival; but he difgraced by weaknefs the 
crown he had obtained by perfidy ; to fupporc 
hia title he introduced into his dominions the 
enemies of his country and his religion ; an arm/ 
of Moors awed the rifing difcontents of his fub* 
jeds; but while they prote&ed bim from the in- 
dignacion of the Chriftiaos, they held him in de* 
pendence on the will of the Moflcms. The invi* 
dious tale of his furniihing to the feraglio of the 
Caliph the annual tribute of an hundred virgins^ 
has been rejeded by the mod impartial critics ; 
yet it is certain he was expofed both to the fufpi^ 
cion and hatred of his people ; and his death, after 
an unpopular reign of fix years, was confidcred a& 
a national deliverance. 
A. D. 7SS, On his deceafe, it might naturally 
'^** have been expedcd that the former 
forbearance of Alfonfo would have united in his 
favour the voice of the nation ; yet we read with 
furprife, that Bermudo the brother of Aurelio was 
drawn from the cloifter to exchange his cowl for 
a crown* The eledion of Bermudo cannot be 
fufpeded of intrigue; and the goodnefs of his 
heart was evinced in the firft meafure of his reign ;. 

he 
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he fent for Alfonfoy introduced him into hii 
councilSi and as foon as the public prejudice was 
fubfided) intrufted him with the principal mili* 
tary command. The ambition or fanaticifm of 
the Moors had again impelled them to invade the 
Chriftian territories ; and Bermudo, accompanied 
by Alfonfo^ marched to oppofe the infidel hoft« 
Burabai a fmall town in the neighbourhood of 
Burgos, was the fcene of their bloody encounter ; 
and the ft ream of the river Aranzon was purpled 
with the blood .of the combatants. The Moors 
were broken and defeated; and amidft the tu* 
mult of the day the valour of Alfonfo was con« 
fpicuous above that of his countrymen. The 
generous Bermudo feized the moment of admi- 
ration and gratitude ; be refigned the crown ; and 
Alfonfo the fecond, who from the purity of his 
life and manners was furnamed the Chafti, was 
eleded in his place. 

The grateful afie(ftion of Alfonfo a. d. 791. 
fuffered not Bermudo to efcape to re- *^^' 
tirement ; though he had refigned the title, he 
was ftill regarded by his fucceflbr as a king, and 
lodged with every mark of refpedt in the palace. 
But while Alfonfo divided the honours, he fup- 
ported alone the cares of fovereignty. Gallicia 
was deluged by a fecond inundation of the Mof* 
lems^ and their deftrudive progrefs claimed the 
prefence of the new monarch. He marched at 

VOL. I. N . the 



178 HISTORY OF SPAIN. 

the head of the companions of his former vidory ; 
and near Lodos attacked the infidels^ who by their 
own temerity or the treachery of their guide^^ 
had been betrayed into a morafs. Sixty thoufand 
of the Moflcms were,, either flaughtered by the 
Chriftians or loft in the bog. The domeftic 
difienfions of the Moors fufpended for a fliort 
time their hoftile enterprifcs ; and Alfonfo neg- 
lefted not to avail himfelf of the favourable 
opportunity ; he repaired the walls, and re-peo- 
pled the city of Braga on the banks of the Ca- 
vado ; he penetrated iii arms through the heart of 
Portugal to the mouth of the Tagus ; he reduced 
the city of Lifbon, whofe ancient name of Oli- 
fippo, was in an age of fable fuppofed to have 
been derived from Ulyffes ; and with the fpoil he 
enriched the new citizens of Braga. 

The advantages which Alfonfo had gained in 
arms, he endeavoured to preferve by negocia« 
lion ; Charlemagne, the potent emperor of the 
Weft, had during the diflenCons of the Moors, 
been invited into Spain by a powerful emir of the 
name of Ibinala, and who appears to have abufed 
the independent authority he had exercifed over 
the city of Saragofia. Driven thence by the 
general Indignation of the inhabitants, in the 
diet of Paderborn he implored the afllftance of' 
Charlemagne ; the influence of the exiled Ara- 
bian was re*eftabliftied by the arms of the Cbrif- 

tian 
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ttan monarchy who carried by affault Pampeluna, 
traverfed the Ebro^ and fuccefsfuUy invefted the 
city of Saragofla. The rebellious foUower^s of 
Chrift and Mahomet were impartially cruQied by 
the protcftor of infultcd fovercignty ; but in the 
fidelity of an ally^ Charlemagne negledted not 
his own aggrandifement ; he occupied in his own 
name the countries he penetrated through ; and the 
march of Spain which he inflituted, extended from 
the river £bro beyond the Pyrenees^ and includ- 
ed the country of RouffiUon. Barcelona was the 
refidence of a French governor, whofe jurifdic- 
tion was confeiTed through the province of Cata- 
lonia, and the kingdoms of Navarre and Arra- r 
gon. But in his retreat the rear^-guard of Char- 
lemagne was expofed to difgracc and lofs ; and 
it is this adtion which has been fo much cele- 
brated in romance for the death of the famous 
Roland. . . 

The fituation and religious communion of 
Charlemagne pointed him out to Alfonfo as his 
natural ally. In a fplendid embafly the king of 
Oviedo fought and obtained the friendfhip of thd 
powerful emperor of the Weft; the Moors dread- 
ed, and were cautious of provoking the refent- 
ment of the latter j but they ftill hoped to over- 
whelm the former. A new hoft of infidels laid, 
wafte the country round Burgos, and purfued 
their diforderly march through the mountainous 

N a diftri£t 
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^iftrift of Bafcay ; as they advanced incntnbered 

with fpoil, and carelefs of difcipline^ they were 

attacked and cut to pieces by Alfonfo. So many 

sUuftrious exploits ought to have rendered the 

king of Oviedo the idol of his fubjeds ; yet it is 

with aftonifhment we find that in the moment of 

viftory he was fcizcd, dethroned^ and imprifoned, 

by a formidable fadion ; the whole tranfadtion is 

involved in obfcurity ; but if we may credit the 

Spanifli hiftorians, the army which he led againft 

the Moots, was compofed chiefly of malecon* 

tentSy who remembered the fcverity of Froila^ ' 

and waited to avenge it on his fon ; they betrayed 

the confidence that had been repofed in them ; 

fuddenly furrounded his tent, and though they 

violated the dignity, they refpeAed the life, of 

Alfonfo ; the monaftery of Abalia became his 

prifon ; but his difgrace was of (hort duration ; 

the ingratitude he had experienced was refented 

by the majority of his people ; the name of Theu- 

des is prefer ved as the illuftt ious chief who firft 

animated the multitude to arms in defence of their 

injured fovereign ; the rebels were compelled to 

yield to the torrent of loyalty ; and from Abalia 

Alfonfo was condud:ed in triumph to Oviedo* 

By his clemency be extinguiihed the embers of 

fadion ; and the confpirators who were pardoned 

by his magnanimity, ever afterwards ferved him 

with zeal and fidelity. 

In 
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Id three fucceffive adtions the renown of AU 
fonfo was confirmed^ and the fuperiority of th^ 
Chriftians eftabliihed over the infidels ; bnt on 
a throne the fon of Froila, was not fuffertd 
to tafte repofe ; and the perfidy of a' Moorifl^ 
chief whom he bad proceAed againft Abdalcab* 
man the feeond, and intruded with the defence 
of the frontiers of GalHcca, fummoned bim agaiti 
to arms ; Mahomet, for fucb was the name of 
the traitor, to purchafe the pardon of the court 
of Cordova, coTifented io betray his truft; and 
Galticia was fuddenly defolated by the Moilems ; 
the aged limbs of Alfonfo were onctf more clothed 
in fteel ; and at Lugo the adverfaries of hi» faitH 
and country were taught that years, though they 
had impaired his firength, had not chilled his 
ardour ; the field was ftrewed with iffty thoufand 
lifelefs infidels ; and the head of the perfidious 
Mahomet was prefented to the vidon 

The laft moments of the reign of Alfonfo wert 
gilded by viAory ; but his infirmities warned him 
of his approaching end ;. a difpofition naturally 
ferious might, between the cares of royalty and 
the grave, wifh to employ fome ihort interval in 
pious meditation ; the king of Oviedo might be 
dcfirous of placing his glory beyond the reach of 
fortune, or of committing the protection of his 
fubjedts to a more vigorous arm. In the choice 
of a fuccefibr he is afi*erted to have been influx 
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cnced by the power and fplendid reputation of 
Charlemagne ; and it has been fuppofed that he 
only yielded to the unwillingnefs of his fubje^ts 
to exclude from the throne the houfe of Pela« 
gius; the idea which has been haftily adopted 
and adorned by the lively pen of the Abbe Ver- 
toty is effaced by a reference to the dates of the 
moil accurate hiftori^s ; the emperor of the Weft 
had expired near thirty years before the king of 
Oviedo abdicated the throne ; the ties of gratis 
tude and confanguinity more powerfully pleaded 
for Ramiro the eldefl fon of Bermudo ; the young 
prince had already fignalized his valour in the 
yiftory of Lugo ; and to his hand, tvith the ap« 
probation of his people, Alfonfo refigned the 
fceptre of Oviedo. Fifty years of foreign war 
and domeftic commotion were fucceeded by four 
of private tranquillity ; divefled of the authority^ 
he fiiU difplayed the magnificence of a monarch i 
the numerous churches he erefted were the mo- 
numents of his piety ; and in the feventy»eighth 
year of his age, he breathed his laft amidft the 
lamentations of his fubjedts. 
A. D. S45* His death expofed his kingdom 
^V' again to the ilorms of civil difcord ; 
the abfence of Ramiro on the frontiers of Na- 
varre, encouraged the prefumption of Nepotian, 
whofe birth or fuuation is marked by the title of 
count 1 at the head of a powerful ar^ny he.ad- 

vanccd 
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ranced towards Bifcay, and compelled the new 
nonarch to vindicate his title in arms ; but be- 
fore the encounter^ the minds of tljie followers of 
Kepotian were vanquiflied by fear or remorfe; 
they delivered their leader in chains to their 
ling ; his life was fpared ; but he was deprived 
«f his eye^iight, and he was confined ever after 
within the walls of a monaftery. 

The adminiftration of Ramiro was fliort, 
fiormy, but glorious ; a fecond rebel, whofe rank 
of count of the palace reveals his ingratitude, 
Succeeded to the hopes, and Ihared the fate of 
Nepotian. A daring race of adventurers defcend- 
ing from the fnowy mountains of Norway, ex« 
plored every ihore that promifed fpoil or fettle- 
xnent ; their veflels were moored in the haven of 
Corunna; and their predatory incurfions comr 
manded the prefence of the king himfelf ; the 
laorthern pirates were routed with confiderable 
daughter ; part of their fleet was deflroyed ; and 
for fome time the kindred fquadrons of Norway 
ihunned the inaufpicious coafl. The fecond Ab<» 
dalrahman proved a more formidable adverfary ; 
and in Afturia the number of Moflems who at 
his command overihadowed the land, were com* 
pared to a cloud of locufts. Yet the long array 
was broken by the martial Chriftians ; and the 
valour of Ordogno the fon of Ramiro, proved 
him worthy of the crown of Oviedo ; in a fecond 

N 4 invafion 
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iDvafion Abdalrahmati might deplore the dege-i- 
oeracy of the Moilems, or the rifiog virtue of 
the Cbriftians ; and the plains of davigo were 
fertilized with the blood of the infidels. It was 
on this occafion that St. James, (he patron of 
Spain, mounted on a milli>white Aeed, was fup* 
pofed to have animated by his prefence the war- 
riors of ChriH ; his affiilance was repaid by the 
endowment of the chuich of CompoAella ; and 
long ^er the Spaniards complained that the. 
yoke of the infidels could not have been more 
heavy than the tribute of gratitude which had 
been impofed iii the name of the fiiint. 
A. D. 151. After a turbulent reign of fix years, 
'^*' Ramiro was difmifled to the grave; 
kiid the fceptre of Oviedo dropped into the hands 
of. his fon Ordogno, who from the vidory over 
the Moors, had been afTociated with his father in 
the toils of government. Yet the firft moments 
of accefHon were diHurbed by the revolt of the 
natives of Bifcay ; and he bad fcarce quelled by 
his vigour the infurgents, before he was informed 
that the forces of the Caliph had penetrated into 
the heart of his dominions. His march was con? 
dui^ with fecrccy and celerity ; and before the 
ad intelligence of his approach, they 
lifhed by hit prefence in theii- camp ; 
ane chat efcaped the fword, confulted 
ty in a precipitate retreat ; their intef- 
tine 
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tlbe diflenfions fufpended for focne time their 
hoftik iocurfions ; and the rage of the contend- 
ing faAions was fomented by the policy of Or« 
do{^q» who beheld and rejoiced in their mutual 

deftrudiofi« 

The profperity of his people Was the beft r^> 
ward of his addrefs ; yet Ordogno was not ex« 
empted from the murmurs of his fubjefts ; th* 
biihop of Compoftella had been accufed of A 
€rime as degrading to nature, as offenfive to re« 
Ugion; in the manly abhorrence of Ordogno^ 
he forgot that the accufers of the prelate were hi» 
flaves, who might be influenced by private refcnt- 
ment ; he commanded the biihop infkantly to be 
expofed in the circus to a wild bull ; but the fa-». 
rious beaft inftead of deftroying, gently approach^ 
ed the holy culprit ; an event that might be de^^ 
rived from a thoufand caufes, and which probably 
was the efkd: of the natural afcendancy of matt 
over the brute creation > was in a fuperftitious age 
improved into a miracle ; the biihop was however 
content to elude his danger ; and to conceal his 
fliame^ kx cheriih his indignation in an her-* 
mitage ; and he was followed to his cell by^ 
the acclamations of the unthinking crowds 
whoib reproaches accufed the juftice of their 
fbvereign. 

The ' angry clamours of the multitude at the 
fentence of Ordogno, may ferve to difplay tho 
fuperftitious veneration of the age for the mini^ 

fters 
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flers of the church i but they were foon drowned 
in the loud applaufe which was extorted by the 
martial achievements of the king of Oviedo. 
The Moors again invaded his dominions, and 
their temerity was agsgn chaAifed by the aged 
arm of the royal warrior. Near Albaga, Muza^ 
who with the title of emir, ruled with indepen** 
dent authority over the dillriA of SaragofTa, wa& 
defeated with the lofs of ten thoufand Moflems ; 
his fon-in-law was amongft the llain ; and Muza 
himfelf efcaped with dijfficulty the chains of the 
viAors to expire of his wounds in his capital. 
The Normans whofe incurfions had again violat- 
ed the tranquillity of Gallicia, were repulfed^ 
and compelled to feek iheiter in their Mps ; and 
ihe infidels, after a fecond irruption into Afturia, 
were obliged to retire with di%race ; a formidable 
fleet that had been afiembled by the Caliph for 
the conquefl of Portugal, was difperfed by tem« 
pcfts, or deftroyed by the fquadrons of Ovicdo. 
Animated by vidtory, Ordogno afpired beyond 
the glory of a defenfive war ; and he befieged and 
wrefted from the caliph Mahomet the important 
cities of Salamanca and Coria. The difficulty 
of preferving any acquifitions beyond the ftream 
of the Duero, probably ihfluenced Ordogno 
to abandon his new conquefts ; the walls were 
difmantled ; the Mahometan inhabitaiits were 
fwept away into flavery ; and their fpoils enriched 
the capital of Oviedo. 

The 
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The vifkor^ous career of Ordogno was checked 
l»y the increafing infirmities of age, and it was 
the natural defire of the father to tranfmit to his 
ion the fceptre which he himfelf had wielded 
vrith fo much vigour and fuccefs. In a natioi\al 
council the wilhes of Ordogno were gratified i 
Alfonfo was afibciated with him in the royal dxg* 
nity ; and foon after^ in the full poflefTion of the 
admiration and e(^eem of his fubjedts^ the vete«» 
ran monarch breathed his lad. 

Alfonfo the thirdj who from his ex- a. D. S6st 
ploits deferved and obtained the fur- ^^^^ 
name of Great^ was in his eighteenth year when he 
^cended the throne of his father ; but the dawii 
of his future glory was overcafl: by the clouds of 
domeftic commotion ; he had fcarce received in 
his capital the oath of allegiance from his fubjeAs^ 
before he was aftoniihed by the approach of a 
formidable army, conduced by Froila, who had 
.been intruded with the government of Gallicia ; 
and whofe ambition afpired to the crown. Inca- 
pable of refilling the prefumptuous rebel, Alfonfo 
^quitted Oviedo, and retired into the mountains 
of Caftilie ; he was accompanied in his retreat 
by the moft illuftrious of the nobles, who ac- 
knowledged in their attachment to the fon, the 
fervices and friendihip of the father ; the fuccefs 
of the ufuper had been rapid, but his authority 
was tranfient ; he was incapable of fuftainiog with 

mode- 
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moderation the favour of fortune; and in the 
J^bofe of hts -power, he quickly degenerated into i 
tymnt. Hts arrogance olFended thofe who had 
totttributed to his elevation; hia cruel jealoufy 
Ivaa dreaded bythe party who fectetly repined at 
kin grandeur ; obnoxious to all, he >fras fooh thd 
Tidim of his temerity ; a confpiracy was filently 
formed againft him ; and he was aflailinatid iii 
the palace that he had fo lately feized. 

The fate of the tyrant was rapidly conveyed to 
the mountains of Caii^ille ; Alfpnfo quitted his re* 
treat) and entered Oviedo aipidfi the acclamations 
o^ his fubjefts ; even the troops which had pro* 
moted the ufurpation of Froila, joined in the ge* 
neral joy. A prudent amnefty quieted their fears^ 
but might encourage the prefumption of othef 
pretenders; and the revolt of the counts of 
Alava, claimed the prefence of the new monarch 
In the province of Bifcay ; the rebels, aftoni(hed 
by his celerity, deprecated his wrath by fubmiffion; 
but no fooner had he pointed again his march to« 
Svards Oviedo, than they derided and violated 
their engagements, and again aflemblcd in arms ; 
without helitatton Alfonfo turned his face once 
more towards Alava ; the revolt was crulhed by 
his vigour ; but the traitors could ho longer hope 
for mercy ; ^and the natural difpofition of Alfonfo 
yielded to the claims of • juftice and the refent* 
ment x>f an mjured fovereignt 

It 
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It was on his own fubjeds that the firft trq* 
{Aies of Alfonfo were cre&ed; but the nnore 
fplendid and acceptable monuments of his htM 
were founded on his vidories over the enemies of 
his faith and country^. In the nuptial bed he had 
fcarce tafted the charms of the fair but turbulent 
Ximen^^ before he was fummoned to the field { 
and the furname of Gr^ai was earned in neat 
thirty laborious but profperous campaigns. Two 
Mahometan armies which had endeavoured to 
penetrate into his dominions by the oppofitd 
routes of Leon and Gallicia, were fucceffively en- 
countered and defeated ; the viiftor pafTed in arms 
the Duero ; overthrew, and reftored the walls of 
Coimbra; re«peopled the cities of Braga and 
Porto ; repaired thofe of Lamego and Vifeo, and 
occupied the diftrift of modern Portugal between 
the Minho and the Duero. Yet in extending his 
dominions he was expofed to fierce and frequent 
conflids ; and it was not until the pride of the 
king of Cordova had been humbled by repeated 
defeats, and his fon Almundar had been obliged 
to retreat before a Chriftian hero, that he con- 
fented to fubfcribe an honourable truce for fix 
years, which confirmed to Alfonfo the diftrids he 
had conquered. 

While Alfonfid was feared and admired abroad, 
his throne was alTailed, and his authority rew 
fifted at home. Three fucceflive rebellions in 

Gallicia^ 
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Gallicia are diftinguiihed by the names of their 
leadersi Ano> Hermegild, and Witiza ; the mo« 
cives of revolt are concealed from our view ; but 
the punifliments of the rebels are recorded ; the 
eftate of the firft was confifcated ; the fecond 
ttoned with his life for his treafon ;' and the third 
was condemned to perpetual imprifonment. Yet 
clemency and feverity feemed to produce the fame 
effefts ; the reign of Alfonfo was deftined to in- 
ceflant warfare ; and one rebellion was fcarce ex* 
tinquiflied before another broke out. 

In Cailille a fecond Froila afpired to feize the 
crown of Oviedo ; his extradtion was probably 
illuftrious ; but the fuppofition of Mariana, that 
he was a fon of Ordogno, is deftroyed by the evi- 
dence of a contemporary hiftoriani who afferts 
Alfonfo to h^ve been the only iflue of that mo- 
narch. His three brothers Nugtiez, Odoair, and* 
Vet*emond9 were impelled by alTedion or feduced 
by ambition to Ihare his hopes and danger ; but; 
their counfels were betrayed ; and before they 
could afiefnble a fufficient army to maintain their 
pretentions in the field, they were alarmed by a 
fummons to appear before their fovereign. Their 
flight proclaimed their guilt ; they were purfued, 
overtaken, and brought back in chains ; and the 
lofs of their eyes was the confequence of their 
prefumption. 

After an year of darknefs and confinement, 
the chains of the blind Veremond were unlocked 

by 
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l>y t friendly hand ; and from his dungeon of 
Oviedo he efcaped to the ftrong city of Allorga. 
His flight revived the drooping fpirits of his fac« 
tion ; and the walls of Aftorga were defended 
againft Alfonfo by a numerous and defperate 
party ; the caufe of Veremond was fupported by 
tbe king of Cordova ; who drove to extend the 
flaixtes of civil commotion, and retorted on the 
Chriilians the arts which they had pradifed on 
the Moflems ; a Moorilh army marched to the 
relief of Aftorga ; they were joined by the gar«< 
rifon ; and in the plains which are fertilized by 
the river Ezla, the rebels with their infidel aliie$ 
hazarded, and were vanquiihed in a decifive en* 
gagement ; part fell . by the fword ; part perifiied 
in the waters of the Ezla ; but amidft the tumult 
of defeat, the life and liberty of Veremond was 
preferved by the care of his attendants ; from the 
field he was conveyed into the Moorilh domi- 
nions ; and found an afylum in the policy or 
generofity of the caliph Abdallah. 

A new truce between the Chriftians and Mof- 
lems was foon fucceeded by war ; and the banks 
of the Duero, in the neighbourhood of Zamora, 
were diftinguiihed by the laft vidtory which Al- 
fonfo achieved as a king. In every foreign or 
domeftic conteft that monarch had refifted or 
vanquiihed his enemies; and during a long and 
tempeftuous reign his labours had been cheered 
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by the remembrance .of former exploits^ and tlie 
hopes of future fuccefs» But his declining yetrt 
were expofed to a ftruggle which even conqueft 
could not reconcile ; the magnificence of his build* 
ings and the length of his wars had compelled him 
to impofe new taxes on his fubjeds ; and an un« 
grateful and inconiiderate people murmured at 
the expcnces which had contributed to their 
fplendour and fecurity. Their difcontents were 
fecretly inflamed by Garcias^ the eldeft fon of the 
king, whofc impacient and rebellious hand grafped 
at a fceptre, which in a fhort time muft have de« 
fcended to him without guilt; the confederacy 
was fwelled by Ximen6, who repined in the arms 
of an old and infirm hufband. But the unnatural 
delign of Garcias had not entirely eluded the ob^ 
fervation of Alfonfo ; the prince was feized and 
ilridtly confined ; and Ximen6, after having in vain 
folicited his releafe^ prepared to obtain it by force« 
She was fupported by Nugnez Fernandez^ one of 
the moft powerful nobles of Caftilie; and a civil 
war was kindled throughout the kingdom. The 
prudence of Alfonfo taught him to prevent or 
terminate a conteft which muft have been fatal to 
his houfci and deftru&ive to his people ; he dif- 
dsuned to reign by force ; he abhorred the efiufion 
of Chriftian blood ; and in a national council at 
Oviedo he declared his intention to refign the 
crown to his fon ; more truly great in the moment 

of 
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c( his abdication than in the meridian blaze of 
profpcrity, he retired from the palace ; even the 
ilubborn fpirit of Garcias was vanquiftied by his 
generofity ; and in the poffeffion of the throne, he 
difplaycd that duty and reverence for his father, 
while he had dcfpifed or neglected in the condi- 
tion of a fubjeft. 

The Moors were foon taught that a. D. 910, 
notwithftanding the abdication of Al- ^*^' 
fonfo, the fame counfels prevailed at Oviedo. Gar« 
cias penetrated into the heart of Caftille, defeated 
an army of the infidels, and made their general 
prifoner. In a fecond incurfion tliie van guard was 
led by Alfonfo himfclf ; and the Chriftians and 
Mahometans beheld with mutual aftonifhment a 
fon truft the father whom he had dethroned, and a 
father ferve the fon by whom he had been betrayed* 
The country beyond the Duero was fwept by their 
united arms ; the cities of Meda, Corunna, Ofma, 
and Coca, on the banks of that river rofe from 
their ruins and were ftrcngthened by new fortifi- 
cations ; but the royal veteran was incapable of 
fuftaining the fatigue of this laft expedition ; and 
on his return within the walls of Zamora, death 
clofed the long and glorious toils of Alfonfo the '» 
Great. 

Bold and enterprifing in the field, Garcias was 
the terror of his enemies ; but ftern and inexo- 
rable in the capital, he never acquired the afiec- 
voIa u O tions 
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tions of his fubjcfts ; they applauded his vafoup^ 
but they dreaded his feverity ; and his prematura 
death after a fliort reign of three years, was re- 
ceived with indifference or exultation. 
A. D. 9131 The vacant throne was filled by 
^*^' his brother Ordogno the fecond, wHq 
had adminiftered with independence the pro- 
vince of Gallicia during the life of Garcias. He 
inherited the aftivc valour of his father ; and the 
town of Talavera, and the caftle of Alhanges arc 
diftinguiflied by two fucccffive vidlories over the 
Moors ; jthe pride of Abdalrahman the laft and 
greateft caliph of that name, was wounded by the 
rapid fuccefs of Ordogno; the ardour of the Mof- 
lems was rekindled by the hope of plunder, and 
the promife of paradife ; fome partial fuccour was 
drawn from their brethren of Africa; and a 
kindred ho(t of eighty thoufand Mahometans 
devoured the fertile country along the banks oi 
the Duero. The Chriftian banners fummoned 
them from the indulgence of rapine, to the trial 
•f valour. After an obftinate and bloody flrug- 
gle their ranks were tranfpierced, and their arro- 
gance confounded by the hardy warriors of Aftu- 
ria; the multitude was difperfed, their leaders 
ilain ; and their rich armour, their belts encfaafed 
with gold, were the rewards of the vidors. Leon 
tvitneffed the triumph, and more than ibared the 
proteftion of her fovereign ; that city was efta« 
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blifhed by Ordogno as his capital^ and the title 
of king of Ovicdo was loft in that of Leon* '' 

Yet profpcrity gilded not invariably the adnu* 
xiiftration of Ordogno^ and he was foon after re» 
minded of the viciffitudes of fonune ; the Spanifh 
march which had been inflituted by Charlemagne^ 
liad been diflfolved in the weaknefs of his fuc* 
ceflbrs ; and about fourfcore years after his death^ 
the governors of Charles the Simple revolted from 
his authority, with the title of count confounded 
that of king, and afTerted their independence over 
their feparate diftridts. The king of Navarre op« 
preffed by the fuperior numbers of the Moflems 
folicited the affiftance of his nephew Ordogno ; 
and policy or the ties of blood induced the latter 
to march with a powerful army to the fuccour of 
his kinfman and ally. In the valley of Junquera 
their combined forces attacked the infidel hoft { 
but the event of the day was unfavourable to the 
Chrlftians ; the confederates were defeated ; with 
the remnant of his foUowersOrdogno regained with 
difficulty his capital of Leon ; but the Moors 
neglected to improve their advantage; and wafted 
in a fruitfefs incurfion into Gaul the ftrength that 
might have reftored their afcendancy in Spain. 

Some defultory and fuccefsful enterprifes re* 
ftored the fpirits .of the Chriftians ; bujt the glory 
of the reign of Ordogno was paft ; and his laft 
days were ftained with cruelty*and clouded by 
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^omefttc uneafinefs. The influence and power 
of the .counts of Caftille provoked his jealoufy ; 
.t^ey were fummoned to appear before their fo* 
.vereign j the royal faith was violated by their de- 
tention; the forms of juftice were difregarded in 
^heir execution; and the rumour of confpiracy 
and rebejlion^ which was artfully propagated^ 
could not conceal the unworthy fears and blood/ 
injuftice of the king of Leon. 

The widowed hand of Ordogno bad been be* 
flowed on Argonta, who was defcended fronv one 
of the mod illuftrious families of Gallicia ; but 
Argonta had fcarce excited the envy of her fair 
companions^ before (he was entitled to their corn- 
paffion. A malicious tale was fabricated againft 
her virtue, was comtpunicatedtoOrdogno^and rea« 
dily believed ; ihe was repudiated with contempt 
by a jealous hufband who lived long enough to 
repent his credulity ; but Argonta devoted the re- 
mainder of her days to devotion ; and Ordogno en* 
deavoured to forget her charms in the nuptial bed 
of Santua, the daughter of the king of Nsfvane* 
He had fcarce returned with his bride to his ca* 
pital of Leon before he wa9 furprifed by death ; 
the. preteniions of his fons Alfonfo and Ramiro, 
^e ifTue of his firft marriage, were fupplanted by 
the intrigues of their uncle; and Proila the fecond^ 
in a national council^ was declared king of Leon 
And Ovi^do. 

The 
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The third fon of Alfonfo the Great ^^ p, ^ ^^ 
Mras unwdrthy of the blood he fprung ^H« 
from. He received the facred truft of royalty 
only to abufe it ; and the firft months of hk reign 
were ftained by the muwier of the nobles who had 
oppofed his cledion ; but his cruelty was arrefted 
by difeafe ; a tyranny of an year was terminated 
by a leprofy ; on his death the claims of primo- 
geniture were refpeded ; and his nephew Alfonfo 
was declared his fucceflbr. 

Alfonfo, the fourth of that name, A. D. 924, 
had fcarce received, before he found '* * 
himfelf incapable of fuftaining the weight of a 
crown. His averfiott to the cares of government 
was increafed by the death of his confort Urraca, • 
whom he appears to have tenderly loved ; and in 
lefs than an year after his eledion he refigned - 
the fceptre of Leon to his brother Ramiro the 
fecond. In a private ftation Alfonfo might have 
enjoyed that happinefs which he had never tafted 
on a throne. But his eafy difpofition rendered 
him the inftrument of the ambicibn of others ; and 
while Ramiro afTembled his forces at Zamora to 
march early in the fpring againft the Moors, he 
was affonilhed by the intelligence that Alfonfo 
had quitted his retreat, had re-affumed the enfigns 
of royalty, and had occupied once more the city' 
and palace of Leon. The fiegc-of Leon was in- 
ftantly formed by Ramiro, at the head of the army 
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with which he had propofed to attack the in* 
fidelsk; the defence of Alfonfo was obftinate ; and 
in the vain attempt to regain the crown^ he dtf- 
played a vigour which would have maintained 
him in the quiet pofTeffion of it. Famine at 
length compelled him to implore the mercy of 
his brother ; a general pardon was granted to his 
adherents ; but his own confinement was flri£t ; 
and with his vi&orious troops Ramiro advanced 
into the Afturias to reduce by arms the three fons 
of Froila the fecond^ who had alfo ercded the 
ilandard of revolt. His fuperior genius or fortune 
again prevailed ; but this fecpnd rebellion feems 
to have exafperated the fpirit of Ramiro ; his bro* 
ther and coufins were involved in the fame hte, 
and the lofs of their eyes was the punilhment of 
their prefumption. Yet in a ftate of darknefs they 
were fiill treated with refped ; the humanity of 
the viftor was exerted to alleviate the'mifery 
of kinfmen who were no longer formidable; 
and when Alfonfo the fourth, who from his mis- 
fortunes and devotion was furnamed the Blind 
and the Monk expired, his remains were honoured 
with a royal funeral. 

A. D. 929, No fooner were the flames of civil 

9S*' difcord extinguilhed^ than thofe of 

foreign war were kindled. The martial exploits 

of Ramiro rivalled thofe of the moil illuftrious of 

his predecefibrs ; he pafied the Duero; attacked 

and 
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end carried by aflault Madrid, the prefent capital 
of the Spantih monarchy, and infulced by his pre* 
fence Toledo, the ftrongeft city of the caliphs of 
Spain. In the plains of Ofma the Moors afpired to 
retrieve their gk)ry and they augmented their dif- 
grace j they were defeated after a bloody druggie 
by Ramiro ; and Ahaga the Moorifli chieftain of 
Arragon was compelled to acknowledge faimfelf 
the vaifal of the king of Leon. 

Yet during the glorious career of Ramiro, the 
iceptre of Cordova was held by no feeble hand ; 
and the pride of the third Abdalrahman Simulated 
him to exertions worthy of the ancient power and 
renown of the Mahometans. From the mouth of 
the Guadalquivir to the fource of the Tagus, the 
dcfcendantsof the tribes of Arabia obeyed the fum- 
mons of the fucceifor of the prophet ; one hundred 
and fifty thoufand Moflems were united by their 
zeal for religion, or their thirft of plunder ; the 
natives of Grenada were diftinguifhed from the 
crowd; and in the dexterous management of 
dieir courfers aflerted their origin from thehorfe* 
men of Syria and Irak ; they overturned in their 
courle the Chriftian town of Solocuvas, trampled 
the harveft of old Caftille, defolated the flouriih* 
ing banks of the Duero, and pitched their camp 
where that river is fwcUed by the waters of the 
Puiferga. It was there they awaited or were 
checked by the appearance of the Chriftian army ; 

O 4 the 
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the plains of Simancas afiEbrded a wide theatre to 
the ikili and rage of the combatants ; the battle 
was obflinately difputed through a long fummer's 
day; and it was not until the clofe of evening that 
vidory declared for Ramiro ; the purfuit was con- 
tintied by the indefatigable monarch, though 
the darknefs of the night, and eighty thoufand 
Moflems are reported to have fallen by the fword, 
or to have been precipitated into the waters of 
the Duero and the Puiferga* So complete and 
bloody an overthrow Ramiro might have expect- 
ed would have broken for years the fpirit of the 
Moors; yet the remnant of their forces again 
united, and was fwelled by frelh detachments; and 
it was not until he had gained a new vidory in 
the neighbourhood of Salamanca, that the king of 
Leon entered his capital in triumph. 

The increafe of taxes is the ungrateful, but too 
often the indifpenfable duty of the fovereign ; nor 
ought the fubjedt to complain as long as the re- 
venue or fervicc that is exafted, is ftridly applied 
to, or exceeds not tl^e heceffity of the ftate; the 
cpnquefts of Ramiro had been extended to the 
mountains that feparate old and new Callille ; and 
an heavy expence had been incurred in reftoring 
the towns on the Duero, and ereding a ftrong 
barrier againft the Moors ; the counts of Caftille, • 
whofe influence rofe above that of fubjefts, and 
whofe ftation was below that of princes, had long 

fecrctly 
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fecretly afpired to independence ; they murmured 
at the command of Ramiro to repair the fonifi* 
cations of Ofma and Clunia, which had been over- 
thrown by the Moflems; they murmured^ but 
they obeyed ; and it was not until they were 
fummbned to join the royal fiandard againft the 
infidels^ that they prefumed openly to rejed the 
authority of the king of Leon. The prompt and 
vigorous fpirit of Ramiro was equal to every 
event ; he abandoned the hopes of foreign con* 
queft to extinguifh the flames of civil commo* 
tion ; and with an obedient and welUdifciplihed 
army he fuddenly prefented himfelf in Caftille ; 
he diffipated the hoftile league^ feized the perfons 
of the counts Ferdinand Goncalez^ and Diego 
Nugnez^ the mod formidable of the confederates^ 
and conveyed them prifoners to Leon. A lefs pru- 
dent prince might have inftantly facrificed them 
to his infulted authority ; but Ramiro .was more 
jealous of the happinefs of his people than 
of the dignity of his crown; he condefcended . 
to remonflrate with his noble captives ; he urged 
that it was alone by union that the Cliriftians in 
Spain could hope to avert the yoke of Mahomet, 
or afpire to expel the infidel invaders ; Goncalez 
and Nugnez at leaft affe&ed to be convinced ; 
they * were reftored to freedom ; and the ties of 
public were drawn more clofe by thofe of pri- 
vate connexion^ in the marriage of Ordogno the 

fon 
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ibn of Ramiro^ with Urraca the daughter of 
Goncalez. 

• With ti)e return of unanimity the king of Leon 
refumed the martial preparations he had fufpend- 
ed. At the head of a numerous army he pafled 
the mountains of Avila^ and near the wails of 
Talavera he defcried the Moorilh banners. The 
conflift was fierce and obftinate ; the waters of 
the Tagus were purpled with the blood of the 
combatants ; and it was not until Ramiro had re- 
peatedly charged his adverfaries in perfon, that he 
could claim the vidory ; twelve thoufand of the 
Moors were extended lifelefs on the plain ; the 
fertile fields of new Caftille were defolated by the 
Chriftians ; and with an immenfe booty Ramiro 
ilowly diredted his march towards Leon ; he was 
permitted to' enjoy but a ihbrt time the acclama* 
tions of his fubjcds ; he was feized with a mortal 
difeafe, and convinced that his end approached, 
he was defirous before his death of fixing the 

crown on the head of his fon. In a national 

< 

council the refignation of Ramiro was accepted, 
and the election of Ordogno unanimoufly ap* 
proved ; and a few days afterwards, amidft the 
general lamentations of his people, he clofed a 
glorious reign of near twenty years. 
A. D. 951. The elevation of Ordogno the third 
^57* had been promoted by the wiihes and 
renown of his father; but in the poiTeinon of a 

throne^ 
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throne, his fubjcAs were compelled to acknow* 
ledge he deferved it 1 and though his virtues could 
not always fecure their fidclityi they invariably 
extorted their admiration. During a ihort but 
aAive reign of five years and an half, he refilled 
the combinations of his domeflic foes, and van* 
quiihed the foreign enemies of his country. A 
civil war was kindled immediately on his ac* 
cefiion by the ambition of his brother Sancho, 
whofe pretenfiohs were fupported by his uncle tho 
king of Navarre ; and Ordogno beheld with fur* 
prize and indignation his own father-in-law Gon- 
calez march among the aflbciates of bis rivaL 
The confederates were difconcerted by the bold 
attitude of Ordogno; his dominions were pro* 
tedted by a chain of pofts occupied with judg- 
ment and maintained with firmnefs ; his adver* 
faries were awed by his genius, and retired ; their 
difappointment was produftive of mutual re* 
proaches ; and their difcontents foon diflblved the 
unnatural confederacy. 

The afcendancy of Ordogno was eftabliihed by 
his fafe and bloodltfs vidtory, but the mind that 
was fuperior to danger was not infenfible to re* 
fentment. He divorced with contempt the 
daughter of Goncalez, and raifed to his bed El- 
vira^ who was defcended from one of the moft 
noble families of GalUcia. The arrogance of the 
kindred of the queen provoked a new infurrec- 

tion ; 
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tion; and when Ordogno prepared to march 
againft the Moors, be was mortified by the inrelli* 
gence that the inhabitantfi of Gallicia were in arms ; 
with a fcledt body of troops he halted on the fron- 
tiers of that province ; and his offer of a general 
pardon,and his promife to redrefs their grievances^ 
reclaimed the malecontents to their allegiance ; 
they ranged themfelves under his ftandard ; 
ftrengthencd by the junction of their forces, 
he advanced through Portugal without encoun- 
tering an enemy ; and Lifbon was a fecond time 
affaulted and plundered by a Chriftian army ; in 
his return he penetrated into Caftille, accepted 
the fubmiffion of Goncalez ; and when the terri- 
tories of that chief were invaded by the Moors, 
their deliverance was achieved by the arm of 
Ordogno. 

A. D. 957, His career of glory was arretted bjr 
^^^* a fever, and he expired after a Ihort 
illnefs at Zamora ; a feeble infant by his laft mar- 
riage was incapable of ftemming the unpopula* 
rity of his mother, and the ambition of his uncle; 
and in a national affembly Sancho was preferred 
to the throne of Leon. The new monarch, who * 
had attempted to wreft the* fceptre from his bro- 
ther, was incapable of retaining it when legally 
committed to his hand. His health was oppreffed • 
by a dropfy ; his authority was fhakcn by the 
intrigues of the turbulent Goncalez ; he fought a 

retreat 
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^treat in the court of his uncle the king of Na- 
varre ; and the crown of Leon was placed by the 
hand of Goncalez on the head of Ordogno *the 
fourth. 

The virtues of three monarchs had endeared 
the name of Ordogno to the Chriftians, but it was 
difgraced by an ufurper to whom was juftly ap- 
plied the epithet of wicked. He was the nephew 
of Ramiro the fecond, and the fon of the unfor- 
tunate Alfonfo the Blind ; but he neither inherited 
the genius of his uncle nor the mild virtues of his 
father; he received the hand of the repudiated Ur- 
raca from Goncalez^ who twice beheld his daughter 
feated on the throne of Leon^ and who hoped 
from the gratitude of his fon-in-law to ered hi* 
own extenfive demefnes into an independent prin- 
cipality ; but the projedt was blafted by the vices 
and cruelty of Ordogno. The health of Sancho 
had been, reftored by tranquillity or by the ikill of 
the Arabian phyficians, who revived in Europe 
the fcience of medicine ; to confult them he had 
viiitpd the pourt of Cordova ; and it was there 
that he was informed of the tyranny of Ordogno 
imd the difaffedtion of his fubjeds; his caufe was 
^fpoufed by the generofity or pplicy of the ca- 
liph Abdalrahman, and was fupported by the 
kindred bands of the king of Navarre. The con- 
federate armies of Moflems and Chriilians ad* 
vanced to the frontiers of Leon; the gates of the 

cities 
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cities were thrown open on their approach ; from 
the execrations of his people Ordogno fought re» 
fuge with the Mooriih chief of Arragon; tb« 
more intrepid fpirit of Goncalez impelled him to 
try the chance of battle ; he was vanquiflied and 
taken prifoner in the plains of Aronia ; his defeat 
extingui(hed the hopes of his faction ; and Sancho 
re-afcended the throne of Leon. 

In the fchool of adverfity Sancho had learned 
to diftruft the fmiles of fortune ; and it was by 
generofity inftead of terror that he endeavoured 
to difarm his enemies. He prevailed on the king 
of Navarre to releafe the count of Caftille ; and 
from the obfcure records of the times^ we may 
conjeAure that he ftrove to fecure the future 
friendihip of.Goncalez^ by renouncing all claims 
of homage ; gratitude might reftrain him from 
invading the dominions of Abdalrahman ; but 
he repulfed with cruel (laughter the Normans^ 
whofe piratical defcents had affliAed the coafts of 
Gallicia. His fatisfaSiion was interrupted by the 
intelligence that an officer whom he had intruded 
with an important command on the frontiers of 
Portugal^ had revolted ; he marched againft the 
rebel, defeated^ pardoned, and received him into 
favour. But he was the vi&im of his own mag- 
nanimity ; and a poifoned apple which he received 
from the ungrateful traitor, was attended by hit 
iQimediate death* 

Sur- 
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Surrounded by aftive and powerful a. d. 9^7^. 
enemies, the Chriftians of Oviedo and **^' 
Lxon had in the choice of a fovereign fought 
the qualities of experience, of wifdonn, or of va* 
lour; their judgment had rarely been deceived ; 
and during more than two centuries the fceptre 
of Pelagius had been intruded, with few excep- 
tions, to a fucceflion of warriors and ftatefmen ; in 
the full confidence of their (Irength, or from ven9<* 
' ration to the memory of Sancho, they had relaxed 
from their wonted caution ; the fon of the late 
king, though only five years old, was placed oH 
t tlie throne ; the reins of government were com- 
mitted to the hands of his mother Terefa, and 
his aunt Elvira ; a female adminiftration might 
at firft provoke a fmile of derifion; yet during 
twelve years that it was continued, it was diftin« 
guiihed by prudence and vigour; a profound 
peace was maintained with the court of Cordova ; 
but the rapacious adventurers of Norway, who 
had renewed their depredations, were fcverely 
chaftifed ; their retreat was intercepted, their fleet 
deftroyed ; and thofe who efcaped the fword were 
fold into fervitude. 

At the age of feventeen Ramiro the third 
claimed the authority he was incapable of exer- 
cifing ; his reign was difgraced by the follies, and 
difturbed by the paflions of youth ; in the choice 
of a confort he had confulted the late regents ; 

but 
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but whatever virtues Donna Urraca might poflefs^ 
were more, than outweighed by the infolence and 
rapacity of her relations ; a general murmur of 
difi^uft was heard ; and the eyes of an indignant 
people were turned on Bermudo, the fon of Or- 
dogno the third ; his graceful perfon and affable 
manners united in his favour the multitude ; and 
the renown of his father recommended him to 
the nobility ; it was in Gallicia that he was in- 
vefied with the enligns of royalty; yet Ramiro, 
it muft be confcffed, defended his crown with 
vigour and refolution ; a bloody battle that was 
fought with doubtful fuccefs, was only termi- 
nated by night ; in the daughter of their brethren, 
the ChriAians might deplore the guilt and mad- 
nefs of civil war; and the numbers that were 
fwcpt away in the btoody conflift of Monteroffa, 
exceeded thofe who had fallen in any adion with 
the Moors ; the opportune death of Ramiro as 
hf was engaged in recruiting' his forces, put an 
end to the contefl, and Bermudo the fecond, 
without a competitor, afcended the throne of 
Leon. 

abilities of Bermudo are ac- 
rged ; yet the difficulties of his 
i his abilities ; In his conteft with 
gth of the monarchy had been 
irits of the Moors were revived ; 
iled to conqueft by the renown- 
ed 
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ed Almanzor, who united with the talents of a 
general^ the addrefs of k ftatefman. The king 
of Leon beheld without daring to oppofe> the 
devalUtion of the fertile country along the banks 
of the Duero^ the deftrudlion of the walls Simen* 
csls^ and the banners of the infidels fireaming 
from the towers of Zamora. He was feebly fe- 
conded by a laity corrupted by profperity and 
luxury ; he was embarralTed by a proud and tur- 
bulent clergy ; yet hope never deferted him ; he 
coUe&ed with difficulty an army fufiicient to face 
the infidels in the field ; and on the banks of the 
river Ezia he rather confided in the juftice of his 
caufe, than in, the goodnefs or number of ha 
troops. Yet in the heat of adion^ the Chriflians 
for a moment aflerted their ancient renown ; the 
ranks of the Moilems were broken ; and the bat> 
tie was only reftored by the defpair of Almanzor; 
his followers were aihamed to abandon a chief^ 
who declared his refolution to conquer or to periik 
on the fpot on which he flood ; they returned to 
the charge^ and the efforts of rage and fhame 
were fuccefsf uL The Chriflians were overpower- 
ed ; and Bermudo retreated, or probably fled to- 
wards his capital. The fortifications of Leoa 
were incapable of refitting the ardour of a vido** 
rious army ; the king was not ignorant of the ea» 
terprifing fpirtt of Alnumzor j he ordered the in- 
habitants to retire with their moft valuable eSedsf 
. VOL. I. P be 
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he reinoved with pioui care the facred remains dt 
his prcdeceflbrt to Oviedo ; and after placing a 
ftroig ganifon in Leon, with the reft of hi* 
forces he withdrew to the ihclter of the Afturiaa 
mountains. 

The city^ of Leon was belieged, carried by 
aflault, and levelled to the ground by Almanzor» 
who in three fucceffive campaigns reduced or 
overthrew the walls of Aftorga, of Coimbra, Vi> 
feo, and Lamago, and penetrated from the fource 
of the Ezla to the mouth of the Duero. The 
fortifications of Braga awhile reftfted his fury ; but 
the obflinacy of the inhabitants was feverely chaf- 
tifed by the fentence of flavery^ and Braga icfetf 
was razed to its foundations. Gallicia was ravag- 
ed, Caftille menaced ; and difeafe alone checked 
the progrefs of the vi&or \ he retired to return 
xnore dreadful ; but his retreating fieps were 
clofcly followed by Bermudo ; his rear was fre- 
quently attacked^ and the Chriftians feverely a- 
raggling Moors the fufieringa of 
' Leon and Braga. 
of Almanzor had been beard 
in; and their common danger 
Uans from the Atlantic Ocean to 
om the extreme verge of Afturia 
f the Duero. The various but 
s of the kings of Leon, and Na* 
ounts of Caftille, were difplayed 
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In the fpacious plain of Ofma. They awaited, 
but they awaited not long the approach of Al- 
manzor. Though broken with the gout, and inca- 
^ pable of mounting on horfeback, Bermudo ani- 
'mated in perfon his foldiers ; both leaders were 
alike impatient of delay, and both armies rufhed 
to the encounter with equal alacrity ; the ftruggle 
between the contending hods was continued long 
after the clofe of day ; but the return of the dawn 
revealed to the Chriftians the extent of their vic- 
tory; the Moorifh: camp was abandoned; the 
plain of Ofma was covered with an hundred thou- 
fand lifelefs infidels ; the haughty fpirit of Al- 
manzor fcorned to furvive defeat ; and the exul- 
tation with vhich the Chriftians received the in- 
telligence of his death, may be coniidered as the 
itrongeft evidence of his abilities. 

The fliattered conftitution of Ber- y^. D. 999, 
mudo allowed him not to achieve the *®**' 
entire deliverance of his country ; in about a 
year after the vidtory of Ofma he expired of dif- 
eafe ; and the fame fuffrages that raifed to the 
throne his infant fon Alfonfo, committed the 
proteftion of his dominions to his widow Elvira* 
In the arduous ftation Elvira deferved and ac- 
quired the general efteem ; an army of ^^oors who 
had prefumed to ravage Leon, was encountered 
and driven back with difgrace ; and the diflen- 
fions of the infidels themfelvcs, prevented them 

P z from 
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from renewing their hoftile enterprifcs ; by nc« 
gociation the regent obtained from the counts of 
Caftille, and reftored to the family of Cabala^ the 
diftridt of Alava,which the former had ufurped frooi 
them; but the mod important care of Elvira was t^ 
form the charadter of the young Alfonfo^ on whofe 
qualities the happinefs or mifery of his fubjeda 
was ultimately to depend; the happy genius of the 
royal youth facilitated the labours of his pre« 
ceptors ; and his marriage with the daughter of 
the wife and virtupus Gonzalez his governor^ 
might be varioufly afcribed to love or gratitude. 
A. D. 1014, The voice of a people called Alfonfo 
«®>^- the fifth to pradife on a throne the 
leflTons that he had ftudied in the cabinet ; within 
the tranquil walls of a monaftery^i Elvira lifiened 
with pleafure to the rifing virtues and renown of 
her fon« During twelve years that his reign and 
life were continued^ he laboured^ and ^ot un- 
fuccefsfuUy, to reftore the glory and felicity of 
his fubje£ts. Beneath his aufpices the walls of 
Leon rofe in freih (Irength^ and the capital re<^ 
fumed its ancient magnificence ; the new fo^ti* 
fications of Zamora prote£ted the ChriftianSj and 
awed the infidels ; the Moors rent by inteftioc 
difcord were incapable of oppoilng his progrefs; 
with a well difciplined army he pafied the DucrOj 
and invefted the city of Vifeo ; it was defended hf 
A flrong garrifon ; the heat of the weather tempt-* 

ed 
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^d Alfonfo to lay afide hia cuirafs; and as he 
rode round the walls he was mortally wounded 
by a Moorilh arrow ; a few hours after he ex* 
pired in his tent, and left an only and infant fon^ 
who was the heir of his crown and virtues, 

Bermudo the third, was probably a. D. to$t, 
not more than twelve years of age **^'* 
when he was chofen to fuccecd his father ; but 
the bloody dilTenfions of the Moors fuffered them 
not to av2\^l themfelves of the weaknefs of a mi* 
nority ; and at the expiration of four years, when 
Bermudo received from the hands of the queen 
his mother the reins of government, it was the 
formidable power of a Chriftian neighbour that 
firft excited his jealoufy. By arms or addrefs^ 
by birth or alliance, Saincho, king of Navarre^ 
had added to his paternal dominions the king* 
dom of Arragon, and the greateft part of the 
province of Bifcay ; under the pretence of aveng- 
ing the murder of Garcias, count of Cafiille, 
who had been bafely aflaifinated, he entered that 
country with a numerous army, feized and exe* 
cuted the alTailins, and converted to his own ad- 
vantage their crime, by retaining the dominions 
of the unfortunate Garcias. From the mountains 
of Sierra Morena to the northern extremity of 
the Pyrenees his authority was acknowledged* 
His ambiguous claim to the ciify Valencia on the 
frontiers of Afturia was openly rcfented by Ber- 
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mvido ; and a war was kindled between the rival 
monarchs ; the countrjr between the Puiferga and 
the Cea was over-run by the united forces of Na« 
varre and Caftille ; and the firong city of Aftorga 
on the banks of the Ezla, was after a long fiegc 
compelled to furrcndcr. To recover the country 
that had been wrefted from him> and to retrieve 
the honour of his arms^ Bermudo colle&ed with 
diligence his forces^ and pitched his camp in 
fight of that of Sancho. The ardour an4 ambition 
of the leaders might have prompted them inftantly 
to have decided their differences in afield of bat- 
tle ; but their fubjeds had embraced their quar* 
rel with reludtance : the holy mediation ..of the 
bifhops of Navarre and Leon were fuccefsfuUy 
employed ; and Sancho and Bermudo were per- 
fuadedi perhaps with difficulty^ to avert the efFu* 
fion of Chriftian blood, and to try the cffcft of a 
negociation ; the king of Navarre confented to 
refign to his fecond fon Ferdinand, his new ac- 
quifition of Caftille ; the country bictween the 
Puiferga and the Cea was ceded by Bermudo to 
the latter as the marriage portion of his fifter ; 
and with the hand of Sancha^ the name of Per* 
dinand was infcribed as the firft king of Caftille. 
A reconciliation which had been extorted by 
neccflity, was obferved no longer than intereft 
dictated ; the death of Sancho diffblved that for* 
snidable power which had awed the king of Ledn*. 

His 
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His cldcft fon Qarcias fuccecdcd to the crown 
of Navtrre, with the province of Bifcay ; the do- 
minions of Ferdinand his fecond^ have been al- 
ready defcribed j to Gonzalez the third, were be- 
queathed the diftridts which under the name of 
Sobranza and Ribargona flretch along the fron- 
tiers of Arragon and Catalonia ; and the fertile 
and populous kingdom of Arragon was the in- 
heritance of Ramiro the fourth. The divifion 
which pateg:)al affedtion fuggefted, might have 
proved fatal to all ; but it was Ferdinand who 
iirft had reafon to dread the confequences of it. 
With a numerous army Bermudo befieged and 
reduced the city of Palentia, and recovered with- 
out a battle, and in one campaign, the country^ 
between the Puiferga and the Cea. Ineapable of 
contending alone with the king of Leon, he fum- 
moned to his adifiance his brother of Navarre. 
Their combined forces were collected in the val- 
ley of Samara near Fromifta, when they were in- 
formed of the approach of Bermudo. The ob- 
fcure fpot of Carrion has been rendered illuftri- 
ous for the deciiive aftion ; and could the king 
of Leon have reftrained his ardour, the fupe- 
riority of his numbers would probably have fe- 
cured to him the vidtory ; but impatient of re- 
iiftance or delay, he fpurred his courfer into the 
thickeft ranks of the enemy, and while he dartfsd 
his eyes around in fearch of his royal adverfaries, 
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bis uaguarded bofom Was tranfpieiced by the lance 
of an unknown foe. He feU lifelefs from his hoHe ; 
and his tftonUbed troops, without a general^ mufi 
have been expofed to certain Slaughter, had they 
not been refcued by the prudence and policy of 
Ferdinand. His voice refbrained the martial fury 
of his followers ; the battle ceafed, and the crown 
of Leon was the reward of the forbearance of the 
yidor. The male defcendants of Pelagius after 
reigning three centuries, were extinguifhed ia 
Bermudo the third ; the natural claims of the 
brother-in-law of that prince were debated and 
acknowledged in a national council ; and the 
crowns of L«on and Caftillc were united on the 
head of Ferdinand. 



Cbapitr 
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Chapter the Sixtb» 
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State of Spain on the union of the crowns ofCaftille and 

Leon under Ferdinand the firJi.'^Pf^ar of that mo^ 

narch with his brothers^ the kings of Navarre and 

jtrragon.^^y/ccount of, and exploits of Don Rodrigo, 

furnamed the Cid*- — Death of Ferdinand.-^DiviJion 

of his dominions. — Sancho the fecond defpoils his 

brothers of Leon and Gallicia.^—He is killed in the 

fiege of Zamora.^^AcceJfion ofAlfonfo thejxth."^ 

Difgrace of the Cid^'-^EJlablifhes himfelf on the 

frontiers of Falencia.^-^Alfonfo reduces Toledo.-^ 

Is defeated by the Moors.'^His peace and mar* 

riage with the daughter of the king of Seville.^^ 

Invqfion of the Almovarides. — Defeat of Ucles.^^ 

Death of Alfonfo.^-His daughter Urraca is ac^ 

knowledged as his fuccejor. — Civil wars with her 

hujband andfon.-^On her death, Cqftille and Leon 

fubmit to hcrfon Alfonfo the feventh.^^His glorious 

reign.'^He receives the title of emperor from tie 

princes of Spain. — Divides his dominions between 

his fins Sancho and Ferdinand.^^Short but prudent 

reign of Sancho over Cqfiille.-^Turbulent minority 

of his fin Alfonfo the eighth.^^He ajfumes the ad- 

minijiration.^—ls defeated by the Moors near Aler* 

con. 
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rM. — He marries his daughter Beregara ta his 
nephew the young king of Lion.--^Crufade .of the 
Chrijiians againjl the infidels of Spain.^-Gallantty of 
Alfonfo in the battle of Tolofo.^^Splendid viSiory of 
the Chriftians^-^^-Prudent reign and death ofAlfonJb. 
— ifc isfucceeded by his fan Henry.— 'Difputes for 
the regency.— ^Death of Henry y and acceJUon of Be^ 
regara. — She rejlgns the crown to herfon Ferdinand 
ibefecondy who on the death of his father unites 

■ 

the kingdoms of Cajille and Leon. 



A.'D. 1C37, -/jlT the time that Ferdinand united 
"'^^* with Caftilie the crown of Leon, the 
greateft and molt fertile part of Spain acknow« 
ledged his own authority or that of his brothers ; 
the eldeily Garcias^ reigned over Navarre and part 
of Bifcay ; the thirds Gonzalez pofTeffed the dif- 
tridis of Sobranza and Ribargona^ which prp- 
jeded into or feparated Arragon and Catalonia ; 
Arragon was .the royal inheritance of Ramiro the 
fourth^ who eftabliihed in Saragofla the feat of 
his government. But confiderable diftrids were 
ftill occupied by the Moors ; from the Pyrenees 
their territories ftretched along the Mcditerra* 
nean Tea to the rock of Gibraltar^ and from the 
point of Tarif coafted the Atlantic to the mouth 
of the Tagus ; beyond that river to the Ducro 

they 
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they poiTefled feveral flrong and important towns; 
and though a few Chriftian chiefs might confide 
in the natuul or artificial ftrength of their rocks 
and caftleSy they rather difturbed the tranquillity 
than aflerted the independence of Portugal ; but 
Andalufia^ Granada^ and Murcia^ believed in the 
faith^ or obeyed the followers of Mahomet ; To- 
ledo^ with a portion of new Caftille, and all Va« 
lencia^ were cultivated by the Moors ; and a Sa-^ 
racen emir refided in Barcelona^ and flimul^ted the 
induftry of the Catalans. The magnificent cities 
of Seville and Cordova were inhabited by Mof- 
lems ; a long tra£t of fea-coafl afforded frequent 
and fpacious harbours^ and was propitious to 
commerce ; and the grateful foil of Granada re-» 
paid feven-fold the toils of the hufbandman; 
yet thefe advantages were negleded or abufed by 
the Moors ; the fame caufes as had nea.rlj over- 
whelmed the Chriftians, precipitated the down- 
fall of the Moflems of Spain ; and while ambi- 
tion or jealoufy pointed their fwords againft 
each ojther, their kindred flrength was confumed, 
and the boundaries of their dominions gradually. 

receded. 

The defigns of conqueft which had been fuf- 
pended by the death of Alfonfo the fifth, were 
refumed by the martial and adive fpirit of .Fer- 
dinand. He paffed the Duero near Zamora, car- 
ried by aflault^ and put to the fword the garrifon 

of 
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of Zcna ; and formed the fiege of Vifco ; thr 
^alls of that city were levelled by his machines; 
and the execution of the Moor whofe ikill had 
been fatal to Alfonfo, rather marks his veneration 
for the memory of that monarch than his regard 
for juftice. The fortifications of Coimbra were 
fuperior to force ; and in his fecond campaign^ 
Ferdinand patiently awaited the capitulation of the 
garrifon from the flow but certain efFcfts of famine. 
A chain of pods occupied with judgment and 
vigilance^ prevented the introduftion of all fup- 
plles J yet for feveral months the pcrfcverancc of 
the Moors was difplayed, nor did they furren* 
der until hunger had exhaufted their vigour, and 
hope was no more. 

In the reduction of Vifeo and Coimbra^ his 
fubjeds might applaud with juftice, aiid exult 
tvithbut remorfe in the fuccefs of Ferdinand ; but 
the martial trophies of that prince were chiefly 
erefted over his own kinfmen ; his vidlory at Car* 
rion had been ftained with the blood of a brother- 
in-law; he was foon involved in a conteft which 
was only terminated by the deftruAion of a bro- 
ther ; and though his moderation has been loudly 
praifed by the Spanifli hiftorians, yet fome fuf- 
picions naturally reft on a prince who at leaft 
acquired one kingdom by violating the ties of 
domeftic alliance. He liflened with alacrity to 
the intelligence, that in a vifu to the court of 

Na- 
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IMavarrCi he had narrowly efcaped being detained 
A captive ; and when on the indifpofition of Ferdi- 
xiand| the fraternal affcdtion of Garcias attradted 
him to Leon, on the recovery of his brother he 
found himfelf with indignation arrefted and con** 
vcyed a prifoner to the fortrcfs of Cea. He elud- 
ed the vigilance of his guards, efcaped to his own 
dominions, and returned at the head of a nume- 
rous army impatient for revenge. It is probable 
that Ferdinand was unwilling to depend on force, 
for thofe advantages which he had endeavoured 
to obtain by fraud ; but every offer of reconci- 
liation was (lernly rejected ; ttnd nine miles from 
BurgoSj the plains of Atupuerta and Agas were 
deluged with Chriftian and kindred blood ; while 
the battle raged with doubtful violence, a javelin 
from a vulgar hand pierced the bofom of Garcias ; 
he fell into the arms of, and was conveyed from 
the field by, his attendants ; but their zeal was 
vain j the wound was mortal ; and he foon after 
expired. His troops, difmayed by his fate, re- 
tired in confuiion ; the purfuit was checked by 
Ferdinand ; and the forbearance of the victorious 
monarch has been afcribed to remorfe. But that 
emotion feldom finds room in the bofoms of ambi- 
tious princes ; and moft probably Ferdinand feared 
lefs the reproaches of his confcience than the 
murmurs of his fubjedts ; he might dread an union 
of the other powers of Spain to check his career 

of 
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of conqucft ; and he fuffcred without a ftroggte 
the crown of Navarre to dcfcend, or be placed 
on the head of the fon of Garcias. 

Yet it is doubtful whether the reign of Ferdi- 
nand is not marked by the flaughter of another 
brother; the fate of Ramiro king of Arragon, 
and his war with Caftille, have been regarded by 
many critics as entirely fpurious ; by fome hifto- 
xians thofe events have been fixed after the death 
of Ferdinand ; a faint light however glimmers 
through the dark and confufed records of the 
times ; and the monument of Ramiro in the mo* 
nailery of St. John de la Pagna^ attefts that; he 
died before his brother Ferdinand ; the moft ge- 
neral account is^ that he attacked the dominions 
of a Moorifh chief^^ who was tributary to the king 
of Leon and Caftille ; the latter ordered his forces 
under the command of his fon Sancho^ and un* 
der the condud of his celebrated general Ro* 
drigo, better known from the mufe of Corneille 
by the name of the Cid^ to march to the defence 
of his vaflal ; a battle was fought^ kamiro killed ; 
and the vidory which was imputed to the ikill, 
.confirmed the renown of Rodrigo, 

Fifteen fummcrs had not yet' matured the 
llrength of Rddrigo, when his fearlefs fpirit was 
difplaycd in vindicating the honour of an infulted 
father. The aged Alfonfo de Vivar had in the 
prefence of the court received a blow from the 

count 
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eount <le Lozano, *He could not truft to 
own feeble arm for reparation ; and though' he 
had three Tons who had attained to manhood, k 
was to the youthful ardour of the fourth that he 
confided the indignity, and his hopes of venge* 
ance ; his choice was judified by the alacrity of 
Kodrigo ; and, before the royal palace, Lozano 
fell by the fword of an adverfary, whofe youth 
and inexperience he had derided. A martial age 
approvec! the deed ; and the valour which had a- 
vengedthe injuries of a father, extended the glorf 
of a people. Rodrigo grew in fame and years ; 
but on his return from a fuccefsful campaign 
aigainft the infidels, he was accufed by the filial 
piety of tht daughter of Lozano ; Ihe found the 
culprit in full polTeflion of the royal favour and 
the admiration of his country ; ihe was moved to 
companion by his renown, fhe was inflamed to 
love by his majeftic perfon and graceful addrefs ; 
ihe confented to become the confort of an hero ; 
and the death of a father was forgotten, or atoned 
in the embraces of a vigorous hufband. 

The furname of Cid, is a corruption from the 
Arabic of El Seid, or Lord, which the refpcfl: of 
the Moors firft conferred on their conqueror, and 
which was afterwards confirmed to him by the 
efteem of his king. The exploits of the Cid 
have been adorned and exaggerated by fancy, yet 
through the cloud of fable we may difcern that 

be 
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he was an intrepid foldier and ikilful captain* 
To bis genius was afcribed the defeat of Ramiro ; 
as the general of Sancho^ the fon and fuccefibrof 
Ferdinand in the throne of Caftille^ he wreHei 
the viftory from Alfonfo of Leon ; with his own 
followers he recovered Valencia ; though his in- 
tegrity expofed him to the ingratitude of a court, 
he was conftantly followed by the efteem of his 
countrymen; and in the reign of Alfonfo the 
fixfh, after near fixty fuccefsful years of martial 
toils, he encountered with, the refignation of a 
Cbriflian that death which he had fo often braved 
as a warrior. 

The marriage and vidtory of Ferdinand had 
lirft united the crowns of Caftille and Leon ; his^ 
death feparated them ; the diviiion of his domi- 
nions which he prevailed on a national afTembly 
to ratify, might rather become a fond parent who 
wiihed to diftribute his favours impartially among 
his children, that a wife monarch jealous of the 
happinefs and grandeur of his people. To his 
eldeft fon Sancho, he affigned Caftille ; to Al- 
fonfo, his fecond, Leon and the Afturias ; Gal- 
Hcia, with the part of Portugal he had conquered 
were erected into an independent kingdom for 
Garcias the youngeft i and to his daughters Urraca 
and Elvira he bequeathed the cities of Zamora 
and Toro, on the banks of the Duero. 

His death was the fignal of almoft immediate 

hofti- 



HISTORY Of SIXAIN. m^ 

^ofliHties between his children ; the a. D.X067, 
iimbitious Sancho donfidered the rights '^'^^ 
©f primogeniture as. violated by the ungrateful 
diftribution. He invaded Leon with a formi- 
dable army ; and was encountered by his brother 
Alfonfo at Valpallar, near Carrion. The aftion 
was maintained throughout the whole day until 
darknefs parted the combatants ; in the lofs of 
his braved foldiers, Sancho might repent his raih 
injuftice ; but his fpirits were revived by the coun* 
fels of the Cid ; while the troops of Alfonfo were 
drowned in fleep> or anticipated in revelry the 
fruits of vidfcory, their camp was fuddenly at- 
tackedy and in the confufion of a night aflault, 
they were «xpofed to the fwords of their more vi- 
gilant foe { Alfonfo fled and was overtaken ; he 

vras defpoiled of his dominions ; but his life was 

• 

Cpared ; ^nd the monaftery of Sahagon was affign- 
cd as his prifon. The viftor entered Gallicia ; 
an^ Garcias, attacked by his brother and deferted 
by his fubjedls^ fought an afylum in tiie Maho- 
metan court of the king of Seville. 

Yet though Sancho had regained by arms what 
he conceived himfelf unjuftly deprived of by the 
partiality of his father^ he was not permitted loilg 
to enjoy the territories he had ufurped ; the flight 
of Alfonfo from Sahagon awakened his fears ; 
and a fufpicion that the means of efcape had been 
fumiflied by his fifters^ excited his refentment; 

yoj-. I. . Q^ Toro^ 
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Toroi the inheritance of Elvira, was terrified into 
fubmiffion ; but the reiiftance of Zamora was ani* 
mated by Urraca herfelf, who, above the weaknefs 
of her ttx, derided the menaces and repulfed the 
attacks of her brother; the length of the iiege 
eihaufted the. patience or prudence of Sancho ; 
he iiftened to the infidious promifes of an officer 
of the. garrifon who propofed to betray to him 
the gate he commanded at; as Sancho advanced 
without caution, an ambufcade flarted from fome 
adjacent ruins ; he was encompafied, and flain ; 
his guards arrived only to behold their mafter 
weltering in his blood; the fiege of Zamora was 
^nftantly raifed ; the army that had formed it dif- 
perfed ; and the pious care of the Cid conveyed 
and, depoiited the remains of the unfortunate 
SajQcho in the monaftery of Ona« 
^' A, p. io7s> ^^ Toledo, Alfonib was informed of 

1109. ^Yie fate of his brother ; and whatever 
bopes the difpatches of Urraca might* infpire, 
were alloyed .by the furvey of his own precuious 
lituation ; his fears were diffipated by the gene- 
ix>fity. of the Moorifli monarch All Maimon, who 
nobly difdained to ihackle his illuftrious gueft 
with unworthy conditions ; and with mutual vows 
of eternal friendllhip and honourable alliance, dif- 
mifled him to improve the return of fortune. At 
* Zamora Alfonfo the fixth received the congra- 
tuktioni of the nobles of Leon and Afturia ; but 
• . . • ibme 
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forne delay was interpofed by the pride of the 
Caftilian^; and it was ftipulated, that on his arri- 
val at Burgos he Ihould by oath, before he af- 
cended the throne, clear himfelf af being privy 
to the nokurder of Sancho» Yet when the moment 
came the nobles of Caftille were awed by the pre* 
f^nce^ of their future foyereign ; their filence was 
reproached by the honeft boldnefs of Rqdrigo ; 
he propofed the facr^d obligation ; it was accept* 
€d by Alfonfo ; but the Cid was for evei? eftr^bng- 
ed from the counfels and favour of the titvr mo- 
narch. With a train of martial adventure r-s h« 
quitted Caftille ; furprifed the caftle of Alcazar 
on the frontiers of Arragon ; penetrated to the 
borders of Valencia ; and in the pteafant diftri& 
of Teruel, which is fertilized by the ftreams of the 
Guadalquivir and Alhambra, fixed his refidence 
on a craggy height, that ftiil bears the name of 
Pena de el Cid, or the Rock of the Cid. 

At the fame time that Alfonfo quitted the court 
of Toledo, Garcias emerged from his retirement of 
Seville ; in the hour of exile the former had pro- 
bably deplored the unhappy lot of the latter ; 
but feated on a throne, he indulged the ambitioa 
be had fo lately been the victim of ; Garcias had 
Xcarce refumed the government of Gallicia, be- 
fore he w^s invited to a conference with Alfonfo ; 
be accepted it, haftened to Leon, and became 
the prtfbner*of his brother; and Gallicia was 

Q^z united 



United under the fame authority as Caftille SOd 
Leon. ' 

The turbulence of the times was ^vourable 
to the firft cnterprifes of Alfonfo. He availed him-- 
felf of the revolt of the inhabitants of Navarre^ 
to feize the important province of Bifcay. Gra- 
titude might reftrain him from difturbing the 
tranquillity of AH Maimon ; but that monarch 
was no more ; and the fceptre of Toledo in lefs 
than a year had pafled from the hand of bis 
cldcft fon Haifam, to his youngeft Hiaga. If we 
may credit the Spanish hiftorians, the citizens of 
Toledo themfelves folicited Alfonfo to deliver 
them from the bloody controul of a tyrant. Yet 
if the character of HIagEl is ftained with cruelty, 
it appears not devoid of vigour. Though defU- 
tute of allies, and harafled by the king of Seville, 
whom found policy flioutd have dtreifted to have 
defended, and not opprelTed his Mahometan neigh- 
bour, four campaigns were confumed, and many 
engagements maintained before Alfonfo prefumed 
to approacli the walls of Toledo. In the 61th 
year he formed the fiege of that city ; and the 
which it wa!) defended for feveral 
citizens, may juftly entide us to 
lartiality of thofe writers who tepre- 
ietefted by his fubjedts. But fa- 
hin ; a bold and numerous enemy 
ble in their attacks without; an<t 
;d to nef^ciace when he was no 
longer 
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longer able to refill ; he obtained permiilioDj with 
tbofe who were willing to ihare his fortunes^ to 
retire in fearch of n$w fulv^ntures; a folemn 
treaty promifed and ought to have fecured to the 
inhabitants who remained^ the fr^e exercife of their 
religion and the qui^t poff^ffion of their pro« 
perty ; Valencia received Hiaga and his compa^ 
nions ; and that life whiicfa had been refpei^ed by 
the fwords of the Chrifiiansi was facrifiq^d to the 
daggers of th^ Moilems* 

Toledo was eredted by Alfonfo into the capital 
of the kingdom of CaftiUe ; and an acquifition 
which had been made at the expence of fo mudt: ^ 
blood and treafurc» was fecured by new forttH* 
cations. But the fupcefs of the Chriftiani had 
aroufed the Mahometans from their fupi^enefs. 
To the powerful king of Seville^ was joined the 
Mufiuhnan prince of Badajoz^ who ruled over 
fhe province of Eftremadura^p and they both in- 
voked the affiflance of their brethren from Africa. 
Alfonfo, who was not ignorant of the objeft of 
their alliance, itill coni|ded in his own.a£tivity 
and the valour of his fubj^s j he penetrated into 
Eftremadurai and extended his ravages to the 
fbream of the Alagon* On the banks of that rivep, 
he attacked and reduced the town of Corea ; but 
he had fcarce taken pofTeffion of it before l^e was 
informed of the approach of the kings, of Seville 
Jind 9a4ajo2; at the head pf the tribes who inhar 
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bited the country between the Guadalquivir and 
Guadiana. He advanced to meet them ; and the 
deciiive battle was fought between Badajozand 
Merida ; but the event of day was unfavourable 
to the Chriftians ; Alfonfo himfelf was wounded 
in the leg by an arrow ; and efcaped with diffi-- 
culty from a field overfpread with twenty thou- 
fand of his fubjedsi Yet it is probable amidft 
danger and difmay he was not unmindful of his 
rank and renown ; and he would not have pre- 
fumed at Toledo to have, reproached the ignomi- 
nious fpeed of his nobles, had he himfelf Jirft 
deferted his Aation. 

The honour of the field had been obtained by 
the Moflcms j but it had been purchafed at the 
«xpence of thirty thoufand of their lives ; and 
the kings of Seville and Badajoz, far from being 
able to aft on the offenfive, were fcarce capable 
to proteft their dominions. While the fpirit of 
Alfonfo rofe fuperior to defeat, the courage of his 
troops was revived by a fuccefsful incurfion againft 
the Moors ofPOTtugal; hd carried Lifbon by 
alTault, and was admirted into Cintra by capitula- 
tion ; but he refigned in the enfuing year his ac- 
— :/:.;-_. -_ .|,g ijanks of the Tagus to Henry 
who had croffed the Pyrenees from 
fupport, had received in marriage 
lis natural daughter Therefa, and 
ation of the Chriftian kingdom of 

Alfonfo 
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Alforifo had been defeated ; the ftrength of the 
infidels had been exhaufted by vidtoryi ^nd both 
parties inclined to peace ; the charms of Zaida^ 
the daughter of the king of Seville^ haftened the 
negociation ; Alfonfo was impatient to receive 
into his bed a princefs whofe beauty and accom* 
plilhments were the theme of general admiration j 
and to fliare the throne of Cdftille and Leon, Zaida 
renounced the faith of her anceftors. The arti«« 
cles of future alliance between the two kings were 
ea(ily adjufted; a mutual exchange of feveral 
places was agreed upon^ and a tranfient tranquil^ 
lity was reftored to Spain. 

It was while the war raged with doubtful fur/ 
that Hiaga, king of Valencia^ was affaffinated in 
his capital ; at the head of his own followers, and 
a fmall reinforcement fent him by Alfonfo, the 
Cid, difdaining the repofe of age, marched to a-* 
venge his fate. After a long fiege Valencia fub- 
mitted to the genius of an hero ; Rodrigo fixed 
in it his reiidence, defended it againft an ho(t of 
Moflem^ ; and when he expired full of years and 
glory, his undaunted fpirit feemed to have fur* 
vived in the bofom of his widow, who main- 
tained Valencia againft the . attacks of the infi- 
dels, until the prudence and diftrefs of Alfonfo 
prompted him to abandon a diftant and preca* 
rious conqueft. 

In a reign of above thirty yearsj Alfonfo could 

0^4 reflect 
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refleft but on a few months of tranquil enfo/** 
ment. The ftorms of war again gathered in tho 
fouth ; the Almovaridei^ of Arabian extra&ionji 
who profefied a rigid obedience to the Koran^ 
had pofleifed themfelves of the kingdoms of Fes 
and Morocco ; in their new fettlements they re-i 
rained the native ferocity of the wandering Arabs ; 
they were governed by a king or caliph of the 
name of Yufuf or Jofeph ; and it is doubtful 
whether they wece at firft invited as allies^ op 
landed in Spain* as open enemies ; it was againft 
the Moors their immediate attacks were direded ; 
Seville was betrayed by treachery^ or reduced by 
fof ce ; and a vigorous war was waged againft the 
Moilems of Murcia ; but the artifice did not de* 
ceive the vigilance of Alfonfo ; and he doubted 
not but the invaders afpired to the entire conqueft 
of Spain ; a conflderable body of troops that the- 
king of Caftille and Leon had detached to the 
fupportof his father-in-law of Seville, compelled 
Jofeph to throw off the maik ; he attacked and 
defeated the Chriftians at Quada in la Mancha, 
a country that in the romance of Don Quixotte, 
has been immortalized by the pen of Cervantes. 
Yet the vidor prefumed not to await the approach 
of Alfonfo, who on the news of the difaAer had 
advanced to retrieve the honour of his arms at the 
head of the martial nobles of Caftille and Leon» 
The chief) of the Almovarldes withdrew to 

Malaga^ 
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Malaga^ reimbarked for Africa^ and inflamed theif 
brethren by a diftribution of the fpoil and a de^ 
fcripcion of the wealth of the country. The rapa* 
cious myriads of Fez and Moroc(io readily obeyed 
the voice of their fovereign that incited them to 
plunder ; a confiderable fleet was coUedted^ pro*' 
bably in the port of Velez ; a favourable wind 
foon tranfported them to the coaft of Granada f 
they were joined by their countrymen who had 
maintained poflTeflion of Seville ; and the fertile 
fields along the Tagus were blafted by their do>» 
ftrudtive prefence. 

Age and infirmities fuffered not Alfonfo to 
take the field in perfon ; he was deprived by 
death of his fon-in-law Raymond, to whofe valour 
and experience he might have confided the com* 
mand of his forces ; and a feeble boy eleven 
years old, the only fbn of Alfonfo, could not 
animate the Chriilians by his example, but might 
confirm their efibrts by the fenfe of his danger. 
The infant Sancho, for fuch was the title of the 
prefumptive heir to the .crown, was fliielded by 
the arm of his governor Don Garcia de Cabra^ 
who probably alfo adted as general. At Ucles, 
near Toledo, the Chriftians defcried the banners 
of Mahomet and the myriads of Africa ; yet they 
advanced with confidence; and the battle was 
long difputed with that fury which religious and 
fiational enmity naturally infpire. The fquadrong 

Pf 
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of the Almovarides penetrated at length or over- 
whelmed the advcrfe ranks; the horfe of Sancho 
was killed, his governor flam in his defence, and 
the prince himfelf trampled to death; feven 
counts of the moA illuftiious families of Spain 
[»-eferved their honour but loft their lives : and 
of the namelefs crowd near thirty thoufand pcrtlh- 
ed in the a£tion or purfuit. 

To a difcerning eye, the charafter of Alfonfo 
never appeared to greater advantage than amidft 
the florms of adverfity. On the couch of lick- 
nefs he flill retained the fame vigour of mind as 
had formerly diftinguilhed him in the field of 
batUe ; he had no longer a fon ; but his private 
lofs was forgotten in the public calamity; he 
levied new forces ; fecured Toledo by a ftrong 
garrifon; and (liU appeared formidable to the 
invadtrs ; who as they furveyed the Held, mourn- 
fully acknowledged the lofs of the vigors had 
exceeded that of the vanquiflied ; and turned afide 
from the walls of I'oledo to more eafy conquefts 
over the infidels of Catalonia. 
A. D. 1109, Eighteen months after the difaftroua 
""*• battle of Ucles, and in the thirty- 
feventh ye9r of his reign, Alfonfo breathed his 
lafts a fliort time before his death he had be* 

widowed hand of his daughter Urraca. 
king of Navarre and Arragon. To 

:rOwn of his late father-in-law, that 
. monarch 
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monarch advanced with a powerful army to the 
frontiers of Caftille; but he wa^ admoniihed-b]^ 
the nobles that his own dominions were the proper 
flation for his troops; and that no force waft 
neccffary, fiiice the rights' of Urraca were ufidift 
puted. He yielded to their remon (trances, dit 
niiifed his followers ; and in a national allemblf 
the authority of Urraca over the kingdoms of 
Caftille and Leon was formally recognized* 

Alfonfo had flattered himfelf that be ihould 
have reigned under the name of his confort ; but 
he found it eaiier to conciliate the affections of ft 
martial nobility^ than to command the obedience 
or to gain the.acquiefcence of an imperious and 
turbulent woman, Urraca defpifed the authority 
or influence of her hufband ; theirdomeftic diflen(> 
fions ripened into a civil war ; the queen was im^ 
prifoned by Alfonfo, was delivered by her nobles, 
who confidered their honour as wounded by her 
captivity ; arid in a field of battle prefumed tb 
defend her independence; but they were van- 
quiflied by the fuperior numbers or fkill of their 
adverfaries j yet whatever advantage Alfonfo had 
acquired in the field, he foon loft in the cabinet. 
The convenient confcience of Urraca was afflicted 
by her marriage with her coufin ; her doubts wer6 
imparted to an obftq'uious clergy; and in the 
council • of Palentia her union with the king of Ar- 
ragon was formally diflblved by the omnipotent 
fcntence of the Roman pontiff. 

Yet 
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Yet though the fubjedis of Urraca had efpouled 
the caufe^ they were far from approving the con«- 
dud: of that princefs. Their eyes were turned on 
the infant Alfonfoi the ilTue of her firft marriage 
with Raymond couQt of Burgundy ; Gallicia ac* 
knowledged him as her foverpign ; his title wan 
(anftionisd by the ho)y influence of the archbiihop 
of Compoftella ; and » new fpene of bloody and 
kindred difcord was opened. Tenacious of a 
fceptre which (he had held againft the grafp of a 
vigorous hi)fband| Urraca r^fuff d to yield to th^ 
pretentions of a youthful fon ; ten years Caftillc 
und Leon were diftraded by the rival faftions ; at 
the end of that term Urraca expired at Saldagna 
of indifpofition^ and /^Ifonfo the feventh, in th<s 
twentieth year of his age^ was declared king of 
Caftille and Leon* 

A. D. f xa6 ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Arragon had not been 
1 157* an indplent fpeftator of the late com« 

motions; notwithflaqding the fentence of the 

Koman pontifiTi thp cities of C^rrion^ Nagara^ and 

Purgosi preferred bis claims to thofe qf Urraca ; 

but on the death of the queenj they expelled his 

garrifons and proclaimed Alfonfo th? fevcnth. Th^ 

King of Arragon appeared in arms on the banks 

of the Lima to chaftife th^ir levit)* ; but nei^r the 

llreapi of that river he was oppofpd by his royal 

antagQnifti who. with a firm fiep led on the mar- 

tial nobleff of CaillUe and Leon to battle, Amidit. 

th.9 
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the fanguinary annals of ambitious monarch), we 
are pleafed to difcover fome traces of a fe^k>g 
heart; the king of Arragon confeflediiis aifeAioa 
for a prince whom he h&d%ten accuftomed C6 
call his fon ; he confented to evacuate the few 
places he ftill retained in Cafiille, and to become 
the ally, inftead of the enemy of her youthful 
fovereign. 

A flight revolt that was excited by the houfe of 
Lara in Cailille, ferved only to difplay the vigour^ 
and exercife the clemency of Alfonfo ; an infur* 
reftion in the Afturias was fcarce attended with 
more ferious confequences ; the ardour of the new 
monarch accorded with that of his fubjedts ; to 
efface their difgrace at Ucles, the flower of the 
nobility repaired to the royal ftandard. The army 
in two columns forded the Guadiana ; the right, 
which pafled beneath the towers of Badajoz, was 
intruftedtoRoderic de Gonzalez, who had rebelled, 
been vanquiflied, and by his fubfequent fervices 
juftified the lenity and confidence of his prince ; 
the left, which penetrated through the mountdns 
of Sierra Morena, was conducted by the king him- 
felf ; their march was marked by devaftation ; and 
fo judicioufly was the enterprife concerted, and fo 
happily executed, that they arrived the fame day 
by different routes at the caftle of Gallalo. The 
calamities which had been infliAed by the Moors 
on Caftille, might vindicate the orders which were 

iflued 
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"■• iffucd by Alf'onfo; the vines and olives which 

^/_^,,g«*H^^aig the barks of the Guadalquivir were 
rooted uj^^he hopes of the hufbandman con- 
fumed; the maicb^'leVelled to the ground; the 
villages abandoned to the ilames ; and the 
wretched inhabitants were awakened from fecu- 
rity to flavery. The fortifications of Seville were 
refpe<fted by an army unprovided with battering 
machines ; but the fuburbs were infulted, and 
probably deftroyed. Beyond that city Alfonfo 
purfued his viftorious career ; furveyed at Xeres 
the fatal field which had witneffed the overthrow 
of the Vifigoths, and the triumph of the Saracens; 
and' from his camp in the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar might behold the coaft of Africa and 
the fortrefs. of Ceuta. In his return aC the head 
of his cavalry he encountered and overthrew the 
vanguard of the Moorilh army ; the main body 
Xrufted to the maffy walls of Seville rather than 
to their valour ; and without further interruption 
the march of the vigors, was continued through 
che defolated province of Eftremadura t6 the 
rets of Talavera. 

/cry fide the banners of the Chriftians 
Ided with the fame fuccefs ; and as the 
of Arragon prefled the fiege of Fraga 
a of the Cinga, he loft among the 
his army and his life. His fccptre 
, by his death; the Jtingdoms of Ar- 
ragon 
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xagon and Navarre, which had been united by his 
arms, were again feparated ; and while the fornier 
acknowledged the authority of his brother Ra« 
niira, the latter fubmitted to the pretenfions of his 
kinfman Garcias. 

The fon of Urraca could not hear without emo* 
tion the fate of a prince whom he had regarded 
as a father ; and as a Chriftian king, he could not 
be indifferent to the defeat of Fraga and the 
triumph of the infidels. He entered Arragon at 
the head of a confiderable army, and the appre- 
henfions which Ramiro might have entertained at 
his approach, were difpelled by the afTurance that 
he came as an ally to adfc againft their commoa 
enemy, the Moflems. Their union probably de- 
terred the Moors from purfuing their advantage ; 
and Alfonfo after a friendly interview with Ramiro 
returned to Leon. 

It was in that city that the general voice and 
gratitude of the Chriftian princes of Spain hailed 
him with the title of Emperor ; the pride of tho 
fucceflbrs of Conftantine and Charlemagne might 
rejeA as an alTociate in the imperial dignity, a 
monarch whofe influence was confined between 
the ftraits of Gibraltar and the Pyrencan moun- 
tains ; but the pretenfions of Alfonfo were erefted 
on the moft folid foundations; and his new 
honours were the voluntary fruits of the efteem 
of his fubjedis and the admiration of his neigh- 
|>ours« 

Yet 
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Yet jealoufy is a paiBon more congenial to th^ 
bofoms of princes than gratitude j and the kinga 
of Navarre and Portugal > who had been moft 
zealous in conferring on Alfonfo the title of em« 
peror^ were the firft to confederate againll htnitf 
Their league had originated in perfidy^ and was 
diiiblved with difgrace; they were fuccefTively 
compelled to fue for peace ; and the terms were 
fuch as marked the moderation of the conqueror^ 
dcfirous of preventing the eflfufion Of Chridian 
bloodi and referving his (Irengch entire to a£t 
againll the Mahometans^ 

With a formidable army Alfonfo burft into the 
province of Andalufia^ and extended his ravages 
over the open country ; but his exultation was 
of Ihort continuance ; a detachment of his troops 
which had imprudently paflcd the Guadalquivir in 
fearch of plunder^ was cut to pieces in his tight i 
after the lofs of one of his principal generals and 
feme thoufands of his foldiers, he was compelled 
to retire from the walls of Coria ; and though he 
reduced the flrong fortrefs of Orajai which had 
been conftrudled with the greateft ikill on the 
frontiers of the kingdoms of Caftille and Cordova^ 
yet fix months were confumed in the tedious en- 
terprife. The acquifition was more than balanced 
by the lofs of Mora, which awed the country b<« 
tween the Guadiana and the Tagus, and which 
was betrayed by the negligence or treachery of 

the 
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t)k governor. But in the fucceeding camptigD^ 
Alfonfo took Coria, recotered Mora ; tad wkh 
the aflSfttnce of the saval fquadro&s of Fraaee^ 
of Genoa, and of Pifa, iavefted the town of Ai«* 
meria, on ^e eoaft of Granada. The former 
aflailed the walls by land, the latter blocked u^ 
the harbour by iea» The xefiftance of the gar* 
riibq was firm but ineffe&ual ; Almtria fubmitted 
to the authority of Alfonfo, and her treafures, the 
fruits of piratical adventure, Were the reward of hit 
allies. The diflenfions of the Moors prevented 
them from interrupting the operations of tW 
Chriftians ; a new race of fanatics had aroie amidft * 
^ the iands of Africa ; had precipitated chemiclves 
on Spain ; and the dynafty of the Almovarides 
^KfUs loft in that of the Almc^des. 

The difcord of the Moilems Ihould have ad« 
moni&ed the Chriftians of the advantages of 
union ; yet the fondnefs of the father pcevsukd 
oter the policy of the monarch ; and m a national 
afiemUy the emperor recommended i3ie divifioa 
of his dominions ; his advice was feoretly con* 
demned, and openly approved; his eldeft ion 
Sancho.was declared his fucceflbr in both ^ 
Caflilles, and his youngefl:, Ferdinand, in Leon and 
i^uria. Their hopes had no (boner been for« 
xnailly ratified by the ftates, than die emperor 
again took the field. His forces were fwelled by 
thofe of. Navarre, animated by the example €£ 
^ troi. X, R their 
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their king; and as the confederate hoft iflued 
from the mountains of Sierra- Morena^ they be- 
held, and were charged by the rapid fquadrona of 
the Moors ; the fhock was violent ; but the Chrif- 
tians fought beneath the eyes of their refpe£k»ve 
monarchs ; their ranks were reftored by the ikiU 
of Alfonfo; and their traniient dif%race was ef* 
faced by a cruel ikughter of their eaemies. Jaea 
was plundered, Seville kifulted ; and the country 
between the Guadalquivir and the Guadiana con* 
verted into a defert. But the triumphant entry 
of Alfonfo into Leon was alloyed by the unwel* 
come intelligence of the indifpofitioa of the king 
of Navarre^ who foon after his return from the 
campaign exphred at Pampduna ; and in his death 
the emperor deplored the double lofs of an aifi^ 
tionate fon«in-law, and an important ally. 

The age of Alfonfo, which did not amount to 
fifty years, and the experience of his paft coudud, 
feemed to extend the profpedt of the public felt» 
chy ; a vifit from Louis the feventb of France, 
Tfho had married his daughter Conftantia, did not 
lUvert the emperor from the toils of war.- He 
iraverfed again the mountains of Sierra Morena, 
and pitched his camp under the walls of Andujai) 
whioh are walked by the Guadalquivir. The na. 
tural and artificial ftrength of that city had refified 
the attacks of fuccefEve generals who had afpired 
to the pofieflion of it; but it yielded to the 
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hrdotir or perfeverance of Alfonfo; and after ^ 
(hort viiit to Toledo^ the vidor again took the 
fields with the pleafing expeffcation of completing 
the conqueft of Andalufia ; in a bloody encounter 
near Jaen he defeated the united force of the in- 
fidels; his laft days were cheered by viftory ; but 
difeafe prerented him from improving it ; the in- 
creafing ravages of a dyfentery announced his 
fpeedy diflbiution; and on his return towards 
Toledo^ the emperor Alfonfo expired in the ob- 
fcure village of Frefneda* 

The infidels exulted in the death a.P; 115^1 
of an enemy whofe fword had fo often **^** 
proved fatal to their braveft warriors; the Chrif^ 
tians lamented the lofs of a prince whofe genius 
had invariably conducted them to Vidory ; the 
firfi: were encouraged^ the laft terrified by the 
profpeft of a feeble and divided adminifiration* 
Yet on their refpcftive thrones the virtues of 
Sancho and Ferdinand commanded applaufe and 
^eem; their fraternal affc&ion was unimpaired 
by jealoufy or ambition ; and though in the firft 
moments of a new reign the Moors recovered 
Andalufia^ and planted again the ftandard of Ma- 
homet on the towers of Andujar ; yet no fooner 
had the king of Caftille received the congratula^ 
tions of his nobles and Chrifiian neighbours^ than 
he moved forward to conqueft ; in a long and 
bloody aAion on the frontiers of Andalufia he 

R a proved 
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proved hlmfclf not unworthy of his flluftrfons 
father { the Moors fled btfore him ; but the hews 
of his tiftory was fcarctly diffufed before k was 
jbllowed by tftat of his death j \he furname of 
tke irftrVd^ i^ fexprfeffivt of his amiable quililies ; 
iihd thfc fufpitibn that he Tell a Tiftim lo his grief 
for the lois of Blanch, his much-loved eonlbrt, is 
tn evidence of his feeling lieart. 
A. D. iiil. The memory of his virtues, tod the 

"^*' abilities of fcis faithful minifter bon 
Guitere? de Callro, promoted the efeftion of his 
fon Alfonfo, who when oihly three yelirs 61d was 
acknowledged king of CaftiMe* llie adminiftra- 
tion of Guiterci was Ihort and ftormy ; thfe tfiVy 
of the nobles was eicited by his iappointmfctt ; 
and the family bf Lara, hot lefs iremarkaMe tfk 
their wcafth and defcent than For thfeir daring and 
turbulent fpirit, tvtre hii declared enemici. Thfey 
pofleffed themfelves by fraud of the perfoh 'of tkc 
young king ; they afferted by fore* ^45r pt^fti- 
iions to the regency ; and -a civil war would IwiVt 
been tlie immediate confequencc of VheiV amt>i« 
tion, hid not the opportune d^atli of OuitJStk 
extingmflied then: rifing difcord. 

On the deceafe of Guiterek, Do^ ManriqAafe dfe 
Lara was fbrmally tecbghized as tbe regent of 
CaftiHe; and ftme vigour was di^layed in tfefe 
fuccefs with wlncb lie refilled the rival claims of 
the king' of l^ii> thd the hpftHe incur jSons of 

the 
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die iMng of Arnigon* B^t the ffitpjljr of C^^lrq 
were (till the obje^a of his indefatigable hatred f 
fnd an attempt to deprive Ftrdjnand the bro]:hef 
of Guitcrca of the government of the city of Tq?^ 
ledoy was fatal to his owq life ; the ang|ry paffionf 
of the two fa^ions urged them to batt}e ; Man* 
rique was }ii\\c^^ and hi^ followers difperfed t?f 
the vidor ; yet Nugr^e^ de L^ra arofe to fupply 
\irit^ mp^e aufpicioi^s fprtunt i\xc place of hif 

brotherf A ^^ ^^ ^^y ^^^ !?Y^^4 ^H 4^ PV^^ pf 
the king ; the ^(lerents to the houfc of Cj^ftr^ 
wefe proclaimed rebels ; Tqle4o obeyied the fum- 
mpns of, fnd qpened h/^r g^tes to, her foyereign i 
fpd Ferd^papd was compelled to fecfc an afyUw 
tix^ng the enemies of }i^ jcpuntry an4 religion. 

Vncjcf the name of Alfpf»f^» ^Hgne? 4e Lar# 
governed fof fome tinje with ^(p)ufe fw»y ; hf 
negoci^tql and cpficludcid a marriage bistwrpei) thf 
king and Eleanora the daughter of Henry thf . 
fecond, who with Englaofl rnle4 qyer tl^e e«!t|sn- 
five province of Normandy, Yet tlie kf^fi: of 
Q^o had rather jbeefi furp^fed than yat)qHifhe4i 
ffom Seyilje, Ferdinand tljeir pb^ef hf4 nci4k<4 
t9 the couf 1 9f Ifeqi), ap4 H^M ri:cpiyed with opc» 
jirms by ft jnM^/ch wi|iO lud bimfeif e):perieAce4 
fh? arrog^nci? /pf lifugpeji fie jUra* The mar« 
fj^l y9uthof jLcpn we;e p^efn^tteji .or cflyco»r4ge4 
f ffifirch bene^ the $andajr4 of Ferdinand ; fail 
Pfvn ffitm^fa w#re ftiW pvwwott* j Md the exU 
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at the head of an army entered Caftille, to folich 
his pardon, and the punifliment of his rival. To 
encounter his hendftary enemy, Nugnez advanced 
with a confiderable "body of forces haftily aflem-; 
bled ; and their differences were terminaied in a 
field of battle, which was adverfe to the houfe of 
Lara ; two counts of the name were ilain in the 
coofliA; and Nugnez himfelf, a prifoner, might 
have envied their fate ; yoi he was received with 
courtefy and difmifled with magnanimity; and 
Ferdinand afpired to the more noble revenge of 
fubduing a fecond time by his generoiiry, the 
tnemy whom he had firft vanquilhed by his arms. 
Without violating the dignity of his fovereign, 
, he led back his vtdorious followers to Leon ; and 
in a marriage with the natural lifter of his royal 
^roteftor, who efteemed, and knew how to rci 
trard his merits, he renounced for ever his native 
fcountry. 

On the captivity of Nugnez de Lara, the rein^ 
of admin iftration were aflumed by Alfonfo him- 
felf; but thi.' iinfteady hand with which he held 
them, was the afHiftion'of his fubjedbg and the ex- 
ultation of his enemies ; he provoked the refent- 
mentof his Chriftian neighbours, and engaged in 
a feries of hoftile and unfuccefsfut enterprifes 

le kings of Leon, of Arragon, and of 
And when the formidable preparations 

oors compelled hita at laft to f«Hcit the 
friendihip 
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friendibip and fuccourof thofe monarchs^ actuated 
by pride and jealoufy, he rufhed to the field to 
finticipate the diligence of his allies^ and to ereft 
alone the trophies his fond prefumption had pro^* 
tnifed ; near the town of Alarcon a broken mo^ 
nument ftill records the defeat of th« Chriftians ; 
the waters of the Xucar were purpled with the 
blood of twenty thouiand Caftiltans. Unwilling 
to furvive the «ffeds of his own xaihnefs^ the^king 
fought death amidfl: the thickeft fquadrons ai 
the enemy; but his perfon was fliieldsd by a 
brave and faithful nobility^ who fought around 
him, and at length conveyed him from the feme 
of difmay and ilaughter. In his retreat wkk the 
Shattered remains of his army, he met the kittg of 
Leon advancing to his fupport ; their inteiview 
was cold and reproachful ; the fon of Ferdinand^ 
for Ferdinand himfelf was no more, upbraided 
the jealous temerity of Alfonfo, and Alfi9ciib>aG» 
cufed with warmth the tardy prudence >of his 
confederate; they parted with mutual difgufi; 
and while 'Toledo was infulted and beiieged by 
the infidels, the king of Caftille was etnployed 
in ravaging the territories of a kinfman and 
Chrifiian ally« 

The magnanimity of Alfonfo, for fuck alfo was 
the name of the fon and fucceffibr of Ferdinand, 
was fuperior to the infult ; he facrificed his owii 
nftatsotnt to the general intereft of the Chriftiaa 

JEI4 powers; 
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pontn ; tild thaogh he id? anced at the head of 
10 irmy> it was only to. add weight to bis offers 
of reoonciliadoo* The mumiurs of the Caftiliu 
nobifity compelled their fovereiga to fubfcribe an 
equal aad honourable treaty ; the bonds of poli- 
tical union were drawn more* clofe by thofe of 
domeftie alliance ; in the cathedral of Valladolid 
the king of Leon received the hand of Beren- 
pra, the daughter of his coufin of Caftille; 
nd though the marriage was afterwards diflblved 
by the iOi^>erious Toice of the Roman pontiff^ yet 
iheiffueoftcwas dechuned legitimate; the title of 
Ferdinand the eldcft, to the throne of Leon, was 
fsrmally recognized; and in little more than 
thirty years his claims indiflblubly unified the do* 
iMoions of his father and grand-father. 
' Whaterer might be the iecret averfion of the 
Jcikigof Caftille to the new nuptials, he was forced 
4s oonceal or ftifpend his enmity ; the power of 
ihe Moors had been noufilhed by the diffeniions 
of the Chiiftians, and to recover the kingdom of 
Toledo, the Modems of Africa had obeyed with 
idaK:f Hy the fummons of their brethren of Spain. 
Pourfoore thbufand cavalry were difttoginfiied by 
the fpirit of the horfes and the dexterity 4£ the 
ndork ; 4nd the myriads of infantry which ilowly 
i ii tow Bd dieir nMtioos, are defcribed as fnguing 
dM eye of the fptdator ; the innumerabie koft 
CkltKened to oterwkiliti all tefiftanct ;.attd their 

common 
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conunoti peril utiited the Chriftiw pr^ices iwo) 
die mouth of t^e Tagus to the foot of tb« Pyre* 
nees. But their confederate forces appeared \in^- 
equal to the encounter ; and the fowrce of th^ir 
danger pointed out to them the oicaM of theif 
defence* 

Towards die conclofion of the ^venth ce«» 
tury, the niartial nations of £urope had been 
awakened by Peter the Herniit^ to the reci>* 
very of the holy land. Tise tmpafioned elo* 
quence of the fanatic had been feconded by 
the exhortations of the JSLoman pQiui^; aMl 
in the council of Clermont ^ pope Urban tStf 
fecond urged the warriors of the weft to omrioli 
to the relief of their brethren in tkt caft. 
At the voice of their paiftor, the robber, tbfiifr 
cendiary, the homicide, arole by thoufandsto re^ 
deem their ibuls, by repeating on the infidels th^ 
fame deeds which they had exencifed againft thdr 
Chriffian brethren ; and to uie the words idf the 
prim^efs Anne Comaena, all £un^ corn Vkp 
from the foundation Teemed ready to precipitate 
it&lf in one united body lOp Afia ; fotu: cralk^ei 
bad coiifumed in iefs thati an huodred and tw^nr 
ty years^ a million and «a half of die entbufiftAs 
of Europe, without eichaufting ehe hopes of thf 
fonrii^oiB ; and an engine, which in unikilfiil hajidi 
IkkI been frequently abuied, was fiimetimea t9^ 
fjoyed io the moft ialtttary purpoies. Pope 

Innocent 
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Mcent thd third liftcned to the diftrefs of the 
Chriftkn princes of Spain ; his holy eloquence 
incited to arms the martial nobles of Gaul and 
Germany; and iixty thoiafand warlike adyen* 
turers beneath their refpeftive chiefs traverfed 
the Pyrenees in queft of fpoil and glory ; fomo 
jealouiies between the kiiiigs of Portugal and 
Leon prevented them from joining them ; but the 
armies of Caftiile^ of Arragon, and Navarre, were 
animated by the prefenqe of their monarchs ; and 
the whole force was united under the walls of 
Toledo* Implacable againft the enemies , of 
Chriftianityi and ftill more fo againft thofe who 
were rich and impotent, the pious warriors of 
Gaul and Germany were with difficulty diiTuad^d 
from plundering the Jews who dwelt in the fu- 
i>urbs of Toledo ; and the firft proof of their 
seal had nearly been difplayed agaioft the Cub^ 
jedts of a prince to whofe fuccour they had bjeeia 
invited ; they quitted with relu&ance the tempt** 
,ing prey, and in their march overturned the walk 
of Melagon { thofe of Calatrava were defended 
;by a brave and numerous garrtfon which, though 
compelled to abandon the town, Aiil difplayed the 
ftandard of Mahomet on the citadeU The con- 
confederate princes of Spain were unwilling to 
confume their ftrength in a tedious fiege ; they 
jpropofed term; of capitulation; and a fafe re- 
ireat with their moft valuable efie^ w^ offered 

ta 
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to the garrifon, and accepted. But the French 
ftnd Germans had been taught that it was meri- 
torious to (hed the blood of infidels ; they were 
not eafily rcftrained from violating the treaty ; and 
their murmurs accufed the lenity of their allies, 
las a defertion of the Chriftian caufe. The wealth 
of Calatrava might yet have appcafcd their dif- 
jcontent j but the king of Caftille oppofcd with 
firmnefs their infolent clamours ; and their ardour 
for an enterprifc, which was neither recommended 
by blood nor fpoil, gradually fubfided. They 
complained of the heat of the climate ; they pro- 
claimed their intentions to return; and deaf to the 
femonftrances and felicitations of Alfonfo, pointed 
l^ack their diforderly fteps towards the Pyrenees. 
Arnauld, archbilhop of Narbonne, and Tih- 
baud de Blacon, whofe zeal for religion was 
more pure, or whofe thirft for glory more (Irong, 
of the chiefs of Gaul and Germany remained alone 
beneath the banner of the crofs ; but the royal 
leaders, though their numbers were diminiihed 
by the defertioi) of their allies, ftiil prcfled for- 
ward to vidory ; they befieged and reduced the 
town of Alarcon ; reviewed and repofed their fol- 
lowers at Salvaticrra; and inftead of attempting 
to force the pafles which the Moors had occii* 
pied, under ,thc diredlion of a fliepherd they ex- 
plored a new route acrofs the mountains of Sierra 
jNIorena. As they dcfcendcd into the plains be- 

neatbf 
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oeatbi they beheld the banks of the Gaudalq^ivir, 
between Jaen and Baeza^ whitened with the innu- 
merable tents of the infidels. Two days wer$ 
tllotte^ to recruit their itrength which had bee;) 
exb«uilcd in the toiifome march ; pn the thir4 
they obeyed with alacrity the figna^ fqr ad:ipnt 
Noar Tolofo in ^rm order the Moor? awjiited their 
charge ; the choiccft bands of Africa and Granada 
were Rationed in the centre i but feme diftruft of 
their own numbers and valour muft have prer 
vailed; and the iron chain that was ftretched aiopg 
their front, revealed their feeret doubt? or fegrs* 
The MiramoUn» or Mooriib monarch was di(lia* 
guilbed from the hoft of hi» fubjeifts by his 
.fplendid veft and majeftig mm* In hi} )eft h»Q4 
he held the koran, with his right he N^^ielded a 
fabre. The firft reminded the Mofl^mi of (h« 
joys of paradife which had beeo promifed by 
j:heir prophet to thofe who bravely fell ia bnillp; 
the laft admoniiked .his captains to dre^ lefs thf 
fwords of their enemie? than the indignation of 
their fovereign. ]^for did the Chriftian leader 
difregard the arts of fuperftition ; the &r^ placp 
in danger and honour ^aa claimed by the klnfi pf 
Caftille ; and as he fpwrred his horfi; to thp epr 
counter^ the holy crofs was ex^alted befpfe hip) by 
the nervous arm of the archbiihop of Tolei^o. lo 
the mutual rage of the conili<ftj|)^ hods, jiittlo 
; room was allowed for the genius of (be gtrxfti^ ^ 

\ and 
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idKid feach cotnbataiit de^Mdtsd ralH^f^ti his vigour 

thd the lt€thtie(b of Ih ^^n til^n, than oft the 

iddreTs of his leader. Y*t in h ifti'viggle of fcv^rd 

*biH^, though the courage of th^ Chitftians was 

unbroken, thfeir ftrength begto to feU ; they wert 

ihct^anij^^ kilailed by fbe<h i^ua(hx)n3 ; an^ thty 

pfinted on the vcrgedf deftroaiCHi, whai tfc«y vwetie 

afoUzed by the geneirous defpair <^ thfe Wttg of 

CaftiMe; on that day Alfonfo redeenaed the forrtiir 

•ti+brs of hw i-ei^n ; ias ht ftir*«y*d tfee field, Ut 

^xclatilYed a glorious death alon^ remained ; and 

tiras with difficulty withhfeM frona ponging fingl^ 

jimidft the Mo^riih rtoks $ hts <:ontempc of life 

Wta rewarded with vidoTy ; the CaftUiaM wtstte 

fiimuiated to a laft eflfort by the example of 

their pirince; they burft the tron chain, broke 

through the thick array of the infidels, a&d iba€- 

tered %i their career, difmay a^d death* The 

Mirahiolih Ikd from a field which he t&vAd nk> 

fongbr hope to reftore; the daughter of two 

^hundred thoiifand Mobt^ might fatigue the a^ftrls 

and hkiftt the fwiords <ff the Chriftians ; biit the 

reader Aiuft turn with^(<kih from the htiloHaiis 

"whb a^eirt that this ^vantage waft p«ifchafed 

with the lofs of only tweftty-five of the vid^- 

-riotrt arthy ; and ^ho in their ^agcir define to 

tR.3hWti Art mirax:ulous interpofition of heaVeA, 

defrstad of their jvfh glory the champions ef 

' Chrift who fealed thtfr %ith wkh their Wood. 

' • On 
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Otx the^ field of Tolofp the power of the Miltt^ 
molin was for eyer broken ; yet the immediate coin 
quefts of the Ghriftians were few and unimportant^ 
They ravaged or reduced the open country as far 
as Baeza ; but they in vain prefled the fiege of 
Ubeda; and after refufing a liberal ranfom^ they 
were compelled by hunger to retire from the in* 
aufpicious walls* They led back to Toledo an 
army thinned by famine and difeafe i in that city 
they difplayed in triumph^ and rewarded their 
foreign auxiliaries with the fpoils of viftory ; and 
after fubfcribing a treaty of future defence againft 
the infidels, the French repafifed the Pyrenees^ 
and the kings of Arragon and Navarre returned 
to their own capitals* 

The remembrance of his danger, feems to have 
awakened the dormant judgment of Alfonfo ; in- 
ftead of yielding to the impulfe of bis pafiions^ 
his conduct was ever afterwards regulated by juft 
and found policy ; he cultivated the moft perfeft 
friendfliip with the king of Leon ; he mediated 
between that monarch and the court of Portugal j 
and though his fatisfadion was tranfiently clouded 
by a dearth which afflifted Caftille, while he la« 
boured to relieve the diftrefs of his fubjeds, he 
beheld the firength of the Moors confumed by 
intelline difTenfions, The Miramolin after his 
defeat repafled the feas to Africa; a crowd of 
petty chiefs difputed his fceptre^ and dififevered 

his 
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his dominibns ; and no fooner had the luxuriance 
of the enfuing harveft reftored plenty to their peo^ 
pie, than the kings of Caftiile and Leon marched 
againft the infidels; the firft in vain belieged 
Baeza ; but the latter burft open the gates of AU 
cantara; and as he pafled over the fiupendous 
bridge which for eleven hundred years had re« 
fitted the impreffion of time, he might juiUy ad« 
mire the eternal monument of Roman archi* 
tenure. 

The prudence and moderation of Alfonfo in 
his latter years, had converted the Ctmtempt of his 
fubjefts into eftecm ; but their vows for the con« 
tinuance of his reign were rejeded ; and he had 
fcarce fliown him felf worthy of the crown, before 
Jbe was bereaved of it by death ; he had fixed on 
the city of Placentia for an interview with his 
royal kinfman of Leon, to concert the operations 
of the enfuing campaign ; but on his road he was 
feized with a malignant fever ; his laft hours were 
cheered by the fpiritual confolation of the arch* 
bifliop of Toledo, who had been his companion 
in vidtory, and was his comforter in death ; and 
after naming his widow Eleanora for regent, he 
expired in the arms of that prelate. 

Henry, the Ton of Alfonfo, was but /^. d, j^^^ 
eleven years old when the ftates of Caf- '•*'^' 
tille ratified the will of their late monarch, and ac* 
knowkdged him as their fovereign. He was foon 

deprived 
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dtprircd t( tke prooe&ion of his mociteri mhdCt 
ImAtk kad bten impaired by grief, and who was 
fanpxtieiit to join ker hu&and ia the grtYe. The 
loTfl might have have beea fupplied bjr the expe* 
rieoce of hxi £ikr Berengara, who hid early been 
mi^bied to adver&y in the pcrieciition of the fee of 
Roitiey and who from her feparation from the king 
of Leoni had deierved the love of the Cafliliansi 
by eke a&ive and afiedionate perforinaAce of 
every fecial duty* Her natural pretenfiona were 
fuppoited by the lalt ceftameiyt ef Alfdnfo, who 
bad naiMd Ifter to fucceed to the regency in cafe 
of the death of Ekanora. But her claims were 
op^ofed by the ambition of the brothers of the 
kouft of Lora^ wbo^ emerging from retirement, 
affertod the hereditary ttitbutonce of their ancef* 
tors* in a national aflembly their intriguea pre« 
vailed ; and the veins of adminiftration were com* 
mitted to the hand of Don Alvaro de Lara ; he 
might ha^re trampled with impunity on the prof* 
trate laity ; but he prefumed to invade the in> 
munities of the clergy ; their refentment was irn* 
placable ; the churches rebounded with the facri* 
legious oppreiliM of Alvaro ; and the difcontents 
of the people encouraged the party of Berengara 
to vindicate her right. Yet amidft the ftorms 
which agitnted Caftille, the addrefs and boldnefs 
ef Alvaro were confpicuous. By a negociatioa 
ef marriage between Henry and the «ldcft daugh- 
ter 



Itr of the king oF Leon ht diverted Ae lattt'r 
^rom d^oufitig thb cauft of his forriier conforti 
in arms !fc tatn^ced Ait 'chiefs who had c6nfe^ 
dtrtited figainft hrs authority; and threatened 
*with the dangers of a ficgc the filler of his fove- 
rrfgn, when his fchtines were broken by a me- 
lancholy and tincxj^efted incident; as Hehiy 
' purfued his imufements, a tiie, that had beeh 
thrown in fpott by one of his youthful compa- 
nion$, pitched n'poli his head, and was almoflT 
inftiiti^ly fatal to his life, and to the atabitious 
hopes of Don Alvato, 

Tlie title of his fi^r Befengata wtfs A. b. xai7» 
in1n\edlactly rdcogfiiied in an ifftm- "^^• 
bly of the fticfcs ; yfet the houfe of Lata did not 
retire from power widiout a llruggle; but their 
refiftance was ovctwhelmed by the fide of loyalty ; 
the cities that had been ftioft attached to their 
faAion Opened their gates to th^e queen; tob 
proud to yield, they retired into e*ite J and fie- 
rengara after having heM the fceptre of CaftiUa 
for a few weeks, rcfigned it to Ferdinand, her foh 
by the king of Leon, and who had juft entfelred 
on his 'fixteenth year. 

Ferdinand, who from liis virtues obtained af- 
terwards the facred furname of Saint, afcendcd 
'the throne amidft the acclamations of his fub- 
jefts. His tranquil acceffion fcemcd fecured by 
the prudence and magnanimity of his nxother, hf 

Vol. z. S the 
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the exile of the houfe of Ltra^ and by his na- 
tural claims to the protedton of his £tther and 
neighbour the king of Leon. But the bofom that 
is inflamed with ambition^ is feldom fufceptible 
of the more tender paffions ; and fuch was the 
judgment of Alvaro de Lara when he chofe the 
court of Leon as an afylum againft the indigna* 
tion of his prince. While Alfonfo revolved his 
own aggrandifementy he forgot^ or wiihed to for* 
get^ that Ferdinand was his fon ; and the corona- 
tion of the latter was interrupted by the unwel- 
come intelligence that his unnatural father and 
his rebellious fubjeA were advancing towards 
Burgos at the head of a formadable army ; the 
loyaky of the nobles of Caftille was the fecurity^ 
of Ferdinand ; a numerous and galUnt body of 
cavalry was hailily aflembled; and Alfonfo en* 
dured the mortification of abandoning with pre- 
cipitation an enterprife which had been prompted 
by injuftice ; he acknowledged his error^ folicited 
the friendihip of his fon; andfcarcefubfcribed^ be- 
fore he again violated the terms of reconciliation. 
Yet his fecond attempt was equally fruitlefs with 
his firft ; and his penitence might not have been 
more permanent^ but for the premature death of 
Alvaro de Lara; in an hoftile incurfion that 
chief had been taken prifoner by the yalour^ and 
releafed by the magnanimity of his fovereign ; 
his haughty fpirit was exafperated by difgrace, 

and 
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mnd Incapable of being fubdued by gratitude ; in 
the fecond invafion of Alfonfo, at the head of a 
martial train of his adherents, he ravaged his na- 
tive country and defied his king and conqueror. 
He obeyed with reludtance and indignation the fig- 
nal of retreat ; his heart was fwelled by confliding 
paffions ; and rage and defpair delivered Alfonfo 
from an injurious counfellor, and Ferdinand from 
an implacable enemy ; yet the generofity of the 
king of Caftille was confpicuous after death ; and 
the funeral of Alvaro was celebrated with a mag- 
aiificence worthy of his birth, by the liberality of 
a monarch whofe life he had repeatedly fought^ 
and whofe peace he had inceflantly invaded. 

The pride of the Caftilians was gratified by the 
marriage of their king with Beatrix, daughter to 
Philipj who, with his herediury dukedom of 
Swabia, had been chofen to fill the imperial throne 
of Germany. From the couch of amorous enjoy* 
ment, Ferdinand was fummoned by the cares of 
Xovereignty ; and he ha4 fcarce tafted the charms 
of Beatrix before he prepared to march againft 
the infidels ; his firft campaign neither advanced 
his renown nor extended his dominions; and 
after beholding ten thoufand of his followers 
perilh by famine beneath the walls of Requena^ 
he was compelled to raife the fiege of that place. 
But thedifgrace was foon effaced by fuccefs the 
mod brilliant and decifive ; the Mooriih king of 

S z Valenga^ 
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Valencia^ and the thi«f^ of Baeza and pftrt of 
Andalufia, confented to become his vaiTals ; Baeza 
iKrasfurrendered into his hands ; amd for ten years^ 
at the coftclufion of as mat^y campaigfis, he ted 
back his followers from tlie invafion of Valenda, 
t>f Murcia^ and df Oranada, laden with ifpoil and 
glory ; aft the ei^iration of that term he tnvefte4 
Jacn, which dthriftg the turbulent regency of Don 
Alvato de Lara, had b6efn recovered by the 
Moov'S. The fortifications were ftrong, the gaf- 
riibn bold and ntifnerotis ; and FercKnand yielded 
to the remonftrances of his generals ; atod aban- 
donedy though with reluAance, the hopelefs en* 
tcrprife. He had fcarce returned to Bnrgos bc^ 
fore he received the intelligence that his father, 
the king of Lcdn, after a gl6frious vlftory at 
Merida ehrer the infidels, had breathed bis laft 
5n a Tjlilgfimage to the IhrJne of St. James, 6f 
Coinpoftdla, . The Will of Alftmfo diQ)Iayed tA 
the laft moments the incon'ftant temper of thA 
tnonarch, which his ftibjefe had de|fldred Arough- 
out his Tcign ; thongh Ferdinand bad been rt^ 
cognized hiii hdir in an aflembly of the ttatev, 
yet he bequeathed his dominions to his daughters^ 
Sanciia and Dulcia^, the iflue of his firft tnarriage ; 
to afien his right, Ferdinand advanced towards 
the frontiers of Leon ; his train was fwelled iiftd 
an army by the Afturia(i and GalllciaQ nobles ^ho 

Itfpefted the fanftlty of their fornier oaths, or 

preferred 
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afii; 



preferred the true interefts of their country ; all 
competition was extipguilhed by the moderation 
of the princefies Sancha and Dulcia; they re* 
nounced their claims; enjoyed in a private 
fiation, a princely income; and from the final 
union of the kingdoms of Caftille and Leon 
imdcr FeKdin;and| we may dats ttv futiiKc s^\ 
dear of Spain. 
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Chapter the Seventh. 



Pinal unm of CaftilU and Leon^—Rife andprogrefs 
of chivalry. — Orders of St. jfago, Calatrava, and 
Alcantara.'-^Exploits of Ferdinand^ furnamed the 
Saint. — He fuccejfively reduces the cities of Cordova 
and Seville. "^He meditates the iwvqfion of Africa., 
"^His death. — Four hundred years after he is 
eanoniT^ed at the requejl of the king andflates of 
Spain.^^AcceJjUon of Alfonfo^ furnamed the fViJi* 
— jHi? afpires to the imperial crown of Germany. ^^ 
DiJlraHion of his reign. — Revolt ofhisfon Sancho. 
^^Death of Alfonfo. — He isfucceded by Sancho the 
Brave.^^Figorous meafures of that monarch.-^He 
vanquijhes his rebellious fubjeSls. — Dies at Toledo. 
"-'The queen dowager is fupplanted in the regency 
hy Don Henry ^ uncle of the late king.'^Stormy 
minority and reign of Ferdinand the fourth.— 'Pre^ 
tenjons of the houfe of de la Cerda. — Prudence of 

. ihe queen dowager.'— Perfecution of the Knights 
Templars. — They are acquitted in Spain. — Hajly 
.condemnation of two noblemen, by Ferdinand.^^ 
Particulars of the death of that monarch.^— He is 
fucceeded by his, fon Alfonfo the eleventh. — Defeat 
of the Chrifiians, and deaths of the regents Juan 

and 
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and Pedro. '^^Alfonfi ajiimes the reins of govern- 
ment. — He aSis with vigour againji his rebellious 
JUbj ells and foreign enemies.'^In conjunSlion with 
ihe king of Portugal, he defeats the Moors at Sal* 
fedo. — Takes Algezire.'^Dies of the plague in the 
Jlege of Gibraltar. — Review of his charaSler. 



More *..«vchu„*ea,«r, ..„..,. 

had elapfed fii>cc the Chriftians had **^*' 
emerged from thek craggy retreats, in Afturia^ 
and under the canduft of Pelagius ranged them- 
felves in battle on the open plain. The fuccefs 
of their firft enterprifes was produftive of confi- 
dence ; and their rapid progrefs was accelerated 
by the divifions and decay of their common ene* 
xnies^ who were a6tuated by jealoufy of each 
other^ and were enervated by luxury. The de- 
fendants of the Arabian warriors who marched 
under the banners of Tarik and Mufa^ had dege- 
nerated from the fiihplichy, and had declined 
from the valour of their anceftors ; their empire^ 
which had been founded on fanaticifm, had gra* 
dually receded in proportion as fcience and learn- 
ing had advanced; and when Ferdinand^ the 
third of the name who ruled over Leori, united 
that kingdom with Caftille, the pofleffions of the 
Moors in Spain were limh:ed to part of Andalufia^ 

S ^ the 
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tb( ]{;in^c(Qni of G];an^^^3 sipd tkc proviacc^ p€ 

. Narro'v^ 4^ thcfc tcn^itpri?? ipight app^, ihejr 
yiprt not fuffcred to cultivate thci^i in tvanq\iiliu|f ; 
^\A\ s^rdour an4 enthv(iafcu whic^ hs^d bflwi^fd 
the firft N^qfl?m%, (eenjc4 ta bayi? p^iftx^ frcini 
their bofoms into thofe of their adverfaries ; the 
fpu'it of chivalry, which htt been often confidered 
as a wild infiitutioni the eflfedt of caprice, and the 
fource of excrt^vagaacp, (diligently traced) ^v^ ^ 
afcribed to the molt liberal apd gw^r^us (enti^ 
n^cnt$. Perpetual waj;, rapine, and ^archy^ Vifcrc 
cwgeni^l to the feudal (late; an^d x\\c \wp\t,^<\ 
ppwer of t^c fover^ign fuffcred hin^ Jf^ot to pro- 
tp^ from infult or injury, the we^k si/i4 W^fU^4* 
Tj^ht valour a^4 g^nprofity of priva^ti^ pcrfona af* 
fpr4e4 the nxoft efiedual defence ^^idft vioUiicp 
a^ opprei^on; fuch <}ualitie$ might naturally 
have bfen e^pe^ed from noble bpfw?c^s oaly^ 
ifrbich ba4 long enterts^ned t;lie maJ(l; lofty ^d, 
delicate tiotioQS of i^onour ; a,od th? fQp& of peer^ 
^bo Qoyld produce four quarters oc lines of an* 
celjbry w^oyt fpot or rep^oac^, a,t firft might 
aVwc legally preten4 ta t^e diAip^tion qf k(>ight« 
bqod« But a fimple k^oight could impart ac«i 
cording to ^is judgment the chfiraiftcr whiqh he, 
received ; and a wadike plebes^n was fonictim^ 
enriched ^n4 enpobled by the fvvord, and became 
the father of 1^ new n^Q^ The cerepiipay wa^ ia 

its 
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its o^igia ficnple and profance; the candukiteji, 
aftei: feme previous trials was bveftad wit;h %h9 
fword aocl fpurs ; and his cheek or fhoylder were 
touched with a ilight blow, i^ aa embk^n o£ the 
\s^ affiroot which it was lawful for him to endure i 
bu( fuperftition was fopn blended w^(h the ];ites 
of chivalry ; the fi;^ord of (he i^Qyice W£^ bailed, 
by the luinifters of religion ; his foleinn. rccep* 
tson yras preceded by fafts and v^U i and he w^% 
creait^ a l^atght in the name pf Go4j of Sc; 
Qj?Wfg?> 2uid of St* Michael the archangel* Hb 
fwo^re to acconipliib the duties of his profeffipn,, 
to cfaecl;; the infolence o( overgrown oppreflToirSt 
to refcue the helplefs from captivity, to protei^ 
or to ^vepge women> orphans^ and ecclefia;fticSy 
who could not hear arms; in their own defence i 
to redrefs wrongs, ai^d to remove grievances, were^ 
deeped ^i/Scs of the higheft prowefs s^nd merit. 
Valpury huQf^nity, courtefy> juftic^, ^nd hoQOur,^ 
V^ere the charj^fteriftic ctu^Uides ol chivalry, ^^ch 
knight was atten^?4 to tiHe ft«W by h» ftilhft}^ 
fquire^ a youth of equal birth w^ fimilar hopes ; 
he Yra,s followcfd by his ^rcher^ ai^l men at arn^s^;^ 
a^d four, or five> or fix foldiers^ were oocnpV(e4 
Q^ a^ average^ as his ii^artial trgin. He hirnfel^ 
conftantly ferved on horfeback ; his lance was h\% 
pirogec and peculisur weapon ; and his fteed wat 
of a large ai^ h^avy breed* When his long lance 
yf9/k fii^q4 iR lihe r^,. he furioufly fpurred hi^ 

charge 
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charger againft the foe, and tranfpierced or orer^ 
turned in his career die naked bands and light 
fquadrons of the Arabs. Religion, the prominent 
feature of the age, was confpicuous in the inftitu- 
tion ; and to recover the Holy Land from the 
dominion of the infidels, was the pious objeft of 
the majority of the knights of Europe. But thoft 
of Spain might exercife their valour within their 
native boundaries ; and when Ferdinand afcended 
the throne, the affociations of feveral of them had 
obtained the appellation of orders, and were diftin* 
guiihed by the faint they had chofen as their pa- 
tron, or the fpot they had pitched on for theh: 
Yefidence. 

The military order of St. Jago had been efta- 
blifhed in Spain towards the clofe of the twelfth 
century, under the autpices of Alfonfo the ninth ; 
it had been confirmed, by the bull of pope Alex- 
ander the third ; the objeft of it was to oppofe 
the cnetntes of the Chriftian faith, and toreftraiQ 
and puniih thofe who difturbed the public peace ; 
fuch an inftitution, while the open country was 
wot only ravaged by the common enemy but v/^t 
afBifted by the depredations of private bandittJ, 
could not fail of popularity and general en- 
couragement. And in the enfuing century the 
wealth and importance of the order became fo 
confiderable, that according to one biftorian, the 
grand mafter of St. Jago was the perfon in Spain 

of 
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of greateft power and dignity next to the king. 
To the vows of poverty, and conjugal chaflity^ 
ivhich were pronounced by the knights, wa« 
added that of implicit obedience to their grand 
mailer ; they were capable of bringing into the 
field a thoufand men at arms ; if thefe men were 
accompanied us was ufual in that 'age, they 
muft, with their followers, have compofed a for* 
midable body of cavalry. Eighty commanderiesj^ 
two hundred priortelT, and a variety of other bene-* 
ficfis had, in little more than an hundred and fifty 
year$ been accumulated by the order ; and it is not 
furprifing that the command of fo coAfiderable m 
force, the diftribution of fo ample a revenue, and 
the difpofal of fo many offices, (hould have ren- 
dered the perfon who was intrufted with them 
fcarce lefs formidable to his fovereign than to the 
enemies of his faith. The orders of Calatrava and 
Alcantafa, though neither fo honourable nor opu« 
lent as that of St. Jago, were yet numerous and It* 
berally endowed ; and while tliey adhered to the 
purity of their firft inftitution, without becoming 
the tools to the ambition or refentment of their 
grand-mafters, they muft have given an energy to 
the operations of goverment which the feeble and 
divided Moflems were incapable of refitting. 
• The enterprlling genius of Ferdinand fuSercd 
not the lance of chivalry to ru(t in inaction. An 
army under the command of his brother Alfonfa 
penetrated 
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pcQ^r^ted into cbe MooxiCh urritorlc^i and pzBkd^ 
the GuiuiUna ; tbcy wtre (urrpun^ed by s^p hoik 
•I in/idcUi and wbeo cbey compared tbei^ ov)£i> 
foanty numbers to the myriads of the e^vemyy 
their vyhole confidence muft haive bee^ derived 
kom fihcir valour a^d piety ; oa theCe they relied 
in the hour of daoger ; and fucb wa^ the unqvM^^ 
lified hope they infpiredi that bad a i;etre«t b«eq 
praAlcabk, tbcy would have dii]dau^d tdne \a^ 
glorious, expedie&r. Tbey wQre c^nged in two 
ijnes ; they advanced in clo^c c^der to tbp cl^iige ; 
aad the dexterity an/d courage that bad been 
pradtifed in tilts and tournaments^, were e^eiftually 
exerted to aiTert the glory of thei^ countiyi and 
vindicate the purify of their faith. The bofom 
of the Moorifl^ general was tranfpiercQd by tha 
lance of a beardlefs youth who had been invaded 
with the facred honour of Hnighthpod on the 
norniDg of the a&ion ; hif followers wer^ ^i(r 
mayed by bis fate; and the biqpdy toih. of the 
Chriflians were cheered by the firm beU«£ thai 
vhey fought beneath the condudl: of their, pi^cu? 
liar patron St. James. The vifion which enthH* 
£aiin prefented amidft the tumult of the battle^ 
has been pveferved by fvperftitiont and tho 
Spanifli hifiorians have gratefully con>mem9^ 
va&ed thealliftaDce they derived that day from the 
prefence of their guardian faint. 
To avail himfelf of the weaknefs of his enftf 
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mits and the ardour of his fubfefts^ Ferdinand^ 
accompanied by his gallant nobles^ took the freid^ 
and encamped beneath the towers of Ubeda« The 
forttficarions of that city were not long capable 
of refitting the weight of his machines; and 
tvith Ubeda, a confiderable dtfirift of AndalUfiai 
abounding 4n corn, in wine, and in Oil, was add* 
ed to the crown of Caftilie ; yet the exultation of 
con<|ueft was alloyed by domeftic afflidion ; and 
while her royal confortprefied the fiege of Ubeda^ 
Beatnik had expired at Toro. In a period wixen 
the chtffvpion of Ood was equally that of the la- 
dies, and when the emulation of the fons of chi** 
valry was kindled by the approbation of cbafte 
and high«born beauty, the tears of the men 
ftained not the honour of the warrior ; smd oA 
the lofs of Beatrix, the generoirs nobles of Cal"- 
tiflle lympathifed in the forrows of their fovereign. 
During an entire year Ferdinand ftifiered not 
fais gritfs to be invaded by the found Of tht 
trun^t or the vt»ce of glory ; but at the ekpi* 
ration of that term he again afFtimed his arms ; 
and the duties of the king prevailed over the af^ 
filAidn o{ the bufband. The magnificence of 
the city of Cordova hfas been already ddfcribed t 
and tho^h with the waining ilrength of the 
Moors her meridian fpichdor muft have gradu* 
ailly decttnedi, yet ftill as the feat of Mahometan 
ftivernment, and the repoiitory of Saracen wealthy 

ihe 
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fte excite4 the eovy and avarice of the 
The difcontents of fome MoorUh captives, whofe 
fetters were rendered more heavy by the indiffec* 
ence of their countrymen , revealed the weakncfi 
of the garrifon ; a martial band were inflamed by 
the luftre of the achievement and the richncfs of 
the fpoil ; they marched under cover of a dark 
tiif^t, fcaled the outward walls, and intrenched 
themfelves in a quarter of the fuburbs ; the ban* 
ner of Chrift difplayed from the ramparts fum- 
moned to their fupport don Alvaro de Perez^ 
who had followed on their fleps with a more con* 
liderable force ; yet their united ftrength was in* 
adequate to the completion of the enterprife ; the 
interior part of the city was protected by folid 
works ; and the fwarms of the inhabitants which 
it contained, threatened to overwhelm the daring 
adventurers* The fame meflenger apprifed Fer« 
dinand of the fuccefs and the danger of his troops* 
He ruihed to their fuccour, and was followed 
by the moft valiant knight^ and nobles of his 
court. From the bridge of Alcahi he command* 
ed the oppofite banks of the Guadalquivir ; yet bis 
lituation was fcarce lefs dangerous than the con- 
dicidn of thofe whom he had advanced to refcue ; 
and had the Mooriih monarch Aben»Hut prefled 
forwards at the head of the rapid and innumera- 
ble fquadrons of Africa and Arabia, he mud have 
i:ru(hed his adverfary before the armies of CaftiUe 
" . and 
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and Leon could have been aflembled in his de« 
fence. But he was deceived and decerred by an 
infidious and exaggerated reprefentation of the 
numbers of the Chriftians ; he was diftraded by 
the foliciutions of the Moflem prince of Valen« 
da, whofe capital was befieged by the kaig of 
Arragon ; he marched to the protection of his 
ally ; and on his route he fell a vidtim to domef* 
tic treafon. His death extinguiihed the hopes 
of the inhabitants of Cordova ; they beheld the 
camp of the beliegers Iwelled by conftant rein- 
forcementSy every poll firongly occupied^ and 
every fupply diligently intercepted ; famine was 
not lefs terrible within the walls than the fword 
without; and they reludantly yielded to the 
double danger. Thofe whofe ftubborn fpirits Hill 
reftifed to bend to the Chriftian yoke, were per« 
mitted to retire with their effedts ; but the majo* 
rity acquiefced under the dominion of their new 
mafters ; the cathedral of Cordova was in folentia 
pomp purified from the profanation of the dif« 
ciples of Mahomet ; and in lefs than tliree cen- 
turies from the time that it had been cre£ked, the 
Chriftian king of Cafiille and Leon repofed ia 
the palace of Abdalrahman the Great. 

The unavailing forrows of Ferdinand for Bea- 
trix had been abated by time and reafon j and 
the memory of that princefs was eiFaced by the 
charms of a new confort ; Jane^ daughter of the 

count 
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count (h Pohthieu^ wto chofen by Beftngara W 
fbare the bed and throne of her fon ; the purity 
iDf her mannersi and the fweetnefs of her difpo- 
fit!ion> vred with her graceful Ihape and the ex* 
preOion of her features. The nuptials were ce* 
lebrnted at Bourdeauie ; and the opierati6hs of 
war were fufpended by an year of feftivlty% The 
infolcnce of a fadious and powerful fubjeft, fani«' 
tnoned Ferdinand from the aitns of his bride, 
and no fooner had that monarch vanquillied and 
pardoned Don Diego de Haro> than he rook the 
field againft the infidels ; Jafcn^ that had fo long 
reirfted, fubmitted to his arms after a fiege of 
eight months, and the kings 6f Murcia and Gra* 
nada confentcd to become his valluls and tributa- 
ries* The wealth and importance of the rich and 
populous cHy of Seville inflamed his defiresj 
feared in the midft of a fpacious plain which is 
lertiHeed by the waters of the Guadalquivir, and 
which is diverfified by vineyards and corn fields, 
the luxuriance of the country amund, and the 
purity of the air, had rccoitimcndcd it fucccf* 
fively to the tiativcs and conquerors of Spain. It 
had been founded by the Phoenicians, had httn 
extended and adorned by the Romans, and had 
been the refidencfc of the Gothic kings before 
they removed their court to Toledo. After thfe 
defeat of Xeres it rcfvlfed to tcquiefce under the 
yoke of the viftors j and the patience and cou- 
rage 
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taige of tht .Moilems were tried ia thdiiege an4 
affiUl^ of Sevillci In the revolutions wbicfa h^ 
rapidly ibcceeded th& extindtion of the houfe of 
Ommijah, it had become the feat of an indepen-i 
dent government^ and was flill feparated fron^ 
the crown of Granada^ when it tempted the am- 
bjcion of Ferdinand. :«Two years Were diligently^ 
employed in prepamtipns for the arduous enter-^^ 
j^rife; and the want of a naval force, which, mufl; 
have rendered the de6gn abortive, was removed 
by the perfevering induilry of the king of Caftille 
and Leon« Thirteen large ihips, and feyei^al o£ 
inferior iize, \yere built, manned, and equipt un* 
der the diredion of Raymond Boniface, whofe 
ikill ia maritime affairs had preferred him to die 
confidence of bis fovereign ; and though the moft. 
considerable of the veflels in the prefent age- 
would h^ve been regarded with contempt, yet in 
that period of naval ignorance, their bulk excitedL 
the admiration of the Chriftians and the terror of 
the Moflemsk The holy armament was not only 
fan£tioned by the bleiiings of the clergy, but. had 
been promoted by their liberality ; and one»third 
of their tithes was readily granted to break the. 
power of the enemies of their faith. The fleet 
call anchor at the mouth of the Guadalquivir, 
blocked up the fquadrons of the Moors, and in-, 
tercepted all fupplies from Africa, while the nu- 
merous army of Ferdinand rayagcd the open^ 
VOL. I. T coun- 



«74 HISTORY OP 5PAIN. 

countr^i and erefted his engines agatnft the 
ers of the devoted city. The king of OraiwAi 
eondefcended to ferve as his yafikl ; and tfhe de»» 
terity of the horfemen of Arabia was etnploycdfte 
the command of their fovereign to ftrbvert tkeir 
own religion. The inhabitants of Seville beh^d 
with indignation thebanneae of ChxiftandMaho^ 
met blended in one camp^ and united for their de« 
ftruftion. Yet though aflailed by thofe who ought 
to have ruflied to their proteftion^ their refiftanee 
was long and glorious. The fummer and autumn 
were conibmed in bloody but indecifive attacks s 
imd they might reafonably have expefted that the 
inclemency of the winter would have^hiUed the 
ardour and compelled the retreat of the be* 
fiegers; Init every obftacle was vanqutihed hf 
the indefetigable care of Ferdinandi and the Wf 
wearied zeal of his fubjeds ; a perpetual fopplf 
of provifions was poured into his camp^ which 
from its regularity afiumed the appearance of e 
new and immenfe city ; ftretched over the plain^ 
and coverad the ruins of Italica^ that has been ce* 
lebrated for the birth of Trajan^ of Hadrian^ 
and Theodofius the Great. The plenty which 
reigned through the hoft of the befiegers^ tniblted 
the difhefs of the befieged ; yet their fpirits were 
unbroken; and when on the return of Hfpriog 
Ferdinand Again aflhiled their walls, he was cn« 
loouotered with a courage uaiq^patred \>y fitminj^t 

and 
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•nd utifl«kfii bf danger. Through a fecond 
fbmmer and aatuatfi the defence of Seville wm 
protmAed by the fkeady refolution o( her infaaU- 
tants; but while her own numbers daily diRH« 
tiUhed^ thofe of her adrerfaries increafed; her 
magazines were exhaufted; her hopes exthi^ 
guilhed ; and in the month of November a eapi« 
^ulation was fidi>icrtbed9 and the gates of the city 
ivere delivered to Ferdinand ; yet the majority <£ 
the citizens chofe to abandon their ancient habU 
tattons rather than live under a Chriftian mafter ; 
and if three hundred thoufand Moflenxs left the 
city to carry their arms and induftry into coun* 
tries that ftill reverenced and cultivated the 
Koran^ the triumphal entry of the viftor could 
have been witnefied only by his own forces.; and 
Ibme painful refle&ions muft have arifen as he 
pajBTed through the deferted ftreets to view the 
Iblitude his fuccefs had created. 

The conftttution of Ferdinand hacl not been 
proof againft a' reign of inceflant care and toil ; 
but his mind, Tuperior to indifpolition, ftHI dif* 
played its priftine vigour ; in his laft and moft 
fplendid campaign he ravaged or fubdued the 
couqfry from the walls of Seville to the mouth 
of the Guadalquivir; from the coaft of Anda* 
hafila he furveyed the oppofite ihores of Africa ; 
aaid he reyoWed the glorious defign of planting 
again thebantiers of Chrift on the towers of Ceuta, 

T 2 and 
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and of recovering the fouthelfn continent from iHer 
arms of the infidels^ H^ .folicited Henry the 
third of England to join ta the fplendid proje^ j 
and the refufal of that monarch may rather be 
afcribed to the weaknefs of his difpofition than 
to his policy. .The difappoimment of Ferdinand 
in xhc negociation did noi deter him fr^om purA.!-* 
ing the defign ; he urged the preparations with 
his wonted induftry; a more formidable fleet 
than had yet iflued from the Chrillian ports of 
Spain^ was aflembled ; and Raymond^, to whofe 
ikill and experience it was intnafted, not only in- 
fulted the coafts of Africa, but obtained a con- 
£derable adva^ntage over the Moorilh fqioadrons 
which had ventured to engage him ;s the king re- 
ceived the intelligence with undifgyifed exult* 
ation; but the Itrengih, of his body could no 
longer keep pace with the ardour of his tpind; 
he laboured under. .the fatal weight of a dropfy j 
the arts of medicine bad beenfruitlefsly exhauft- 
cd to procure him relief; and as a Chriftian and 
an hero he prepared to meet his approaching end*- 
His laft words exhorted his fon to govern with 
equity .and moderation; and he expired in the 
fentiments of piety and refignation ; his memory, 
was long revered by- a grateful people whofe 
happinefs he had in\»riably confultedr Above 
four hundred years afterwards, Clement the tenth, 
yielded to the felicitations of the flat^s^and kii^ 

of 
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Spain ; the name or Ferdinand v^as iVifcribeU 
?>y the Roman pontiff among the long lift of 
'faints ; and the calendar, which had been fo fre- 
quently difgraced by lazy monks and wild fana- 
*tic9, received a luftre from the addition of a 
'prince whofe virtues had promoted the profperity 
of his lubjedts, and had extended the influence 
X)f the Chriftian religion, 
• Yet it is probable Ferdinand cxpir- ^.B. lasj, 
<cd not too fbon for his glory, as the ' '••^* 
hoftile^coafts of Africa, on which the reputation 
of his fucceffors has fo often been wrecked, might 
have proved fatal td his fame. His fceptre def- 
cended to his fon ; and the ephhti of Wife, whicli 
'Alfonfo the tenth had already attained, might in- 
fpire his fubjeds with the moft pleafing expefta* 
tioris of hts rtign. But his hours had been waft- 
ed in unprofitable lucubrations ; he was verfcd in 
every fcience liut that of governing ; and the 
royal grammarian and aftit)nomer, who might 
have claimed the admiration of the academy, was 
expofed to the contempt and ridicule of the 
ftate. He engaged in and abandoned every en- 
terprife with the fame inconiiderate and difgrace* 
ful facility ; his vain pretenfions to the* province 
of Guienne, provoked an open rupture with 
Henry the third of- Etigland ; and though the 
harmony of the courts was reftored by the medi» 
ttioA of the Roman pontiff, and by the marriage 

T 3 of 



A7t HISTORY OF SPAI 

ef Efeaadrai the fifter of Alfonfo, with Edw«r4 
th« Ton of Henry, yet in peace the fubjeAe 
tff the former monarch groanfed beneath all tho 
confequences that they would have experieaofd 
from a wide and unfuccefsful war ; new taxes wcra 
devifed and impofed } the value of the ^oin wm 
dinumihed ; and every expedient was employed 
which could fwell the royal coffers. The fer« 
TOUr of religious enthufiafm might fupport his 
people under their accumulated burdens; and 
they might fondjy hope that the fplendid capitak 
of fez and MoroccOi which had been ercded by 
the difciples of Mahomet amidft the wilds of 

• 

Africa J wovldbe (bbverted by the Chf iftian fword. 
But they heard with indignation that the African 
expedition was renounced, and that their Mood 
was to be lavi(hed in an ambitious competition 
for the imperial dignity. Alfonfo was determined 
to affert the pretenfions which he derived from 
his mother, the daughter to the duke of Swabta 
and emperor of Germany, His money, while k 
laded, procured him friends and piirtilans i but it 
was foon drained by the avidity of the German 
princes ; and after having confumed ita the frantic 
projedt \hbk treafures which mi|^ht have t]> 
^Ued the Moors from the peninfuk of Spatn» 
his hbpes w6re 6i)aUy extinguiihed by the etee* 
tibn of Rodolph Of Hap(burgh. 
While he wafted his hours and Wealth ix dw 

vain 



HISTORY OF /SPAIH. t79 

vaUi purfutt, his throne was afl*^ed, 1^. xhp in* 
tf ^gues of open and fecrct enemies ; the ftiength 
and fpkits of the Moors had been rcftored by 
peace; and the hopes of the faftioua had been 
inflaoied by ijfic unfteady band with which the 
reins of government were held. Againft the fonaer 
Alfbnfb took the field in perfon, and the fuccefs 
vrhich attended his arms quiy rather be afcribed 
to the firift difcipline which had been cftabUflied 
by his father, than to his own military taloits. 
The infidels were defeated; Xeres was furren* 
dered ; the cities of Bajar^ of Sidouia, Rota, St. 
Lucar, and Arcos, were evacuated on the ap* 
proach of the Chriftians ; the kingdom of Mnrcia 
funk into an obedient province; and new colonita 
to fecure her fidelity were efiabliihed from CaftiUe 
and Arn^on. The refourccs of Granada weae 
yet formMabfe; but her monarch dreaded to 
]NK>voke the conteil ; and confented to porchafe 
^ difgraceful peace by the humiliating ceremony 
#f homage. 

Whatever fatisfa&ion AUbnfo might derive 
from foreign war, was clouded by domeftic cont* 
motion ; a powerful confederacy bad been filently 
cemented againll; his authority; the illuftrioua 
houfes of Lara, of Haro, of CaOroi and Mendou, 
aflembled their numaous vaffals and retainers ; 
and their rebellion derived ao^ increa£s of digoiyr 
^•od. conic^uencc from the acceffioa «f prince 
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-Philip, the brother of the king. Yet they were 
unwilling to fubmit their prctcnfions to the arbi- 
tration of the fbttes; they were incapable of with- 
ftinding their fovereign in his own dominions 5 
arid they withdrew' with their followers into the 

territories of the king of Granada. Near three 

• • • 

years their fecret intrigues and open incurfions 
embarrafled the coUnfels and afflid:ed the fron- 
tie|;ft of Caftille ; and when at length, weary of 
exile, they confented to accept a pardon, they 
dictated the terms of reconciliation; and the lan- 
guage of clemency could not difguife the weak* 
ncfs of their prince. 

Their unnatural counfels had urged the king 
' of Granada to re-aflert his independence ; he in- 
voked the aififtance of the king of Morocco ; and 
^that monarch, who had not been indifferent to 
'the preparations of the Ghriftians for the invafion 
of Africa', readily liftened to his folicitations. He 
JC2& anchor in the bay of Gibraltar ; was admitted 
by his ally into the fortreffcs of Tarif and Alge- 
' zirei and at the head of feventeen thAufand of the 
• choiceft horfcmen of Africa ravaged the country 
between the Guadalquivir and the Guadalato. 
Within the walls of Eciza, Nugnez de Lara might 
have derided his impotent attacks ; but he was 
defirous of effacing by fome fplendid achieve- 
ment the temembrance of his former revolt; and 
he rulhed forth at the head of his martial garrifon 
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to encounter the invaders ; he was opprcffed b/ 
(heir fuperior numbers ; an honourable death wa^ 
all th^ was allowed him ; and' his head was tran(^ 
tnitted by the king of Morocco as the trophy of 
his viiftory to his ally of Granada; with the famd 
temerity and the fame fortune, the archbifhop of 
Toledo, near the walls of Martos, in AridalufiaJ 
had charged the forces of Granad'a ; his valour 
could not atone for his imprudence ; he periflied 
in the bloody conflid ; and the appearance of Doii 
Lopez de Haro, at the head of a vigorous rein* 
forcement, prcferved alone the Chriftian army 
from total deftruftion. He recovered the croft 
from the hands of the infidds ; but the ftrength 
End faints of the Chriftians h-ad been broken in 
the beginning of the day ; and fhe fignal of re- 
treat that was reluftantly given by the general, 
was obeyed with difgraceful alacrity by the fol- 
jdiers. 

The intelligence of the defeat and diftrefs of 
jthe Ghriffian army, had quickened' the fteps of 
Ferdinand, the eldeft fon of Alfonfo ; but as he 
ruflied forward at the head of the chivalry of 
Caftllle, his courfe was arretted by a mortal fever, 
the effeft of his inceffant toil and anxiet^. His 
death opened to his brother Sancho the career of 
glory and ambition ; he aflumed the comrhand of 
the united forces of the Chriftians ; aflbihbled a 
tftrong fleet ; alarmed the king of Morocco for 

the 
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the ftfety of hit own dominioni ; and compelled 
the king of dfrantda to retire from the mills of 
Jten, which he hid invefted. The popubur a^ 
]>Uuie which accompanied hit aAiont inflanntcl 
hU hopes of royalty ; and in hb pretenSons to 
the crown, he overlooked or defpifed the feeble 
children of his deceafed brother, whofe age al«« 
lowed them not to aflett their claim by arms. 
The infants de la Ccrda fonght with their mo* 
ther Beatrix, an afylum in the court of Arragon { 
and by the voice of the ftatci-generali and the 
conient of the king, Sancho was called to the 
certtin fucceflion of the crowns of CtiliUe and 
Leon. 

The daring fpirit of Sancho rendered him the 
idol of the army, and his unbounded profufion 
cadeared him to the multitude. In a fecond and 
fucccfftful war againft the Moors of Granada, he 
eftabliihed and extended his renown ; and in his 
Impatience to afcend the throne, he hefitated not 
to violate the double duties of a fon and a fubjeftp 
The exigencies of' the date or the improvidence 
of the fovercign, hsd reduced Alfonfo to recruit 
his exhaufted coffers by the moft dangerous ex* 
pediencs ; and the propofal of railing the denoml* 
nation of the coin, though ratified by the ftaces? 
gcneralt was juftly coofidered by the people a^ a 
meafure the moft pernicious, and ai a breach of 
she public iMith. Their indignation was favour* 

able 
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fEbfe-to the dcfigns of SaocbiO ; he fuixunooed hi 
Bdhetents to Valiaddid, painciod in glowing co- 
lomv the weaknels of Alfoefo, aod the dillrcfft of 
the kingdom ; and in an afiembly whkh ufurped 
die tide of the ftafies-^general^ though with affefted 
diffidence he declined the name, he conft&ttd 
to receive the authority of king^ and to govei^i 
under the diftindion of regent* 

At Badajoz the unfortunate Alfonfo was firfl: 
acquainted with the reiblution of the council o£ 
Valladolid^ and of the almofl: univerfal defeiSios 
of his fubjeds. The moft confiderable cities of 
Gaftille and Leon had already opened their gatn 
to his rebellious fon i and the title of Sancho to 
the regiency, was formally acknowledged by the 
kings of France^ of Portugal, and of Arrago», 
who courted his alliance*. Pakncia ahwe wii 
confirmed ia her loyalty by the magpaniaiity of 
Don Alvaro de Lara; and Badajoz by ker fteady 
2eai repaid the confidence of her pcinoe who had 
committed his fafety to her walls. Prudence 
taight have recommended to Alfonfo to have ror 
£gAed a fceptre which he could not retain with- 
out involving his country in the calamities of a 
civil war ; and his retreat might have been aferibtfd 
to a generous reludanoe to turn his fwoitl agidnH 
his foil and his fubjeds. But every prudent r<«> 
fleftion and public confideration wereoverwhelmed 
by the paffiona of the «iian 1 Alfoofo yielded to 

the 
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tht refcntment of a king and a-father; his ambaf. 
ftdors prefcnted' themfelvcs in the court of Mo* 
Tocco, and a Mahometan prince was prevailed 
oipon by policy and compafllon to arm in fupport 
*f a Chrfftian monarch. The Miramoliri crofled 
a^in the ftraits ; and ' the town of Zara on the 
^onfinei bf tJranada was the fcenft of interview 
between the two princes ; the Icing of Morocco 
yielded to his iUuftrious fuppliant the place of 
honour I ?ind even* the Chriftians were compelled 
%o acknowledge, in the enemy of their faith, 
the magnanimity of his fpirit, ^^ J treat you 
** thus,** faid he to Alfonfo, " becaufe you are 
** tanfortunate 5 and enter into alliance with you 
*^*nierely to avenge the common caufs of all 
•^^ kings and all fathers.*' Yet a confederacy 
bounded on the pufeft motives, was far from 
%eing attended with th€ fuccefs it merited. The 
Wherentis of Aifonfo with the forces of Mo- 
Toccoand- Granada' in vain united in the fiege 
of Cordova ; the patience of the Miramolin was 
exhaufted in the tedious enterprife ; he reimbarked 
"for Africa ; and his alliance ferved only to render 
-^Alfonfo more obnoxious in the eyes of hi$ Chrif* 
tian fubjcfts, 

But the advantages which Alfonfo had f6ndly 
hbped from the arms of- the Miramolin, he de- 
rived from the pity of the Roman pontiff; the 
fuccefi>rs of St« Beter^ after an infenfible progre& 

during 
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^ring feveral ages of darknefa aad ignoraiicei 
had created their bead above all the princea of 
Europe, and interpofed their decrees in the quar« 
reU of the greateft monarchs. The tremendouf 
fentcQce of an inurdiB^ diflblyed the bond of 
domeftic and politiqal alliance, and transformed 
the aflaflin into the faint or martyr. The thundert 
of the Vatican were already brandilhed againft 
Sancho, when he refplved to avert the hoUby 
fubmiflion. He deputed a nobleman who enjoyed 
his cox^fidence tQ negoqiate a reconciliation with 
his father ; in the anguilh of his he»rt Alfoofi) 
had renounced his rebellious fon as a flranger to 
his crown and blood; but he was nod proof to the 
langustge of repentance ; and the pardon of his 
ungraceful offspring was accelerated by the intel- 
ligence thdt be languifhed under a dangerous in* 
difpofition at Salamanca; the laft breath of Al* 
fon fo revoked the curfe he , had denounced ; but 
the will that he had diftated in th^ hour of re* 
fentmcnt ftill fubfifted, and bequeathed to hia 
younger fon Juan^ the cities of Seville and 
Badajoz, with the diftrlAs under their imme- 
diate jurifdiAiom 

The health of Sancho was fcarce a, d, ? at4, 
leftored wh<n he received the news **5S« ^ 
of his father's death ;. from his former condijft> 
we may juftly doubt how far he fincerely lamented 
an event which eftabliihed his 9Uti]iority over the 
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ftalms of Cftftille and Leom In the cttli«bral of 
Tolido h^ received the crown from the hinds ci 
the erchbiihop of thet city ; tmong the crowd 
who poured forth their eongratuletioni oa hie 
royal ibrtuneti the homage of hit brother Don 
Juan wai probably the moft reluftant ; but the 
fpirlt of Sancho wai known and dreaded { he re* 
garded the will of the deceafed kingi which would 
have dtflhvered Seville and Badajox from tho 
monarchy, at equally injurious to himfelf and the 
ftate { and though in his addrefs to the national 
aflhnbly he fpcke with veneration of the virtues 
of his father, yet he declared his refolution to 
preihrve the kingdom entire againft every pre* 
tender. 

The furname of Br^tWp had been early acquired 
by Ssncho { and he was impatient to fignaliae his 
courage againft the enemies of hit country and 
his faith. His naval fquadrons were joined by 
tliofe of Genoa j the iSeet of the Moors was d«* 
feated, and the coaft of Africa infulted* The 
Miramolin had formed and prefled the fiege of 
Xeres ; while he daily ezpeAed the furrender of 
that cityi he was aftoniihed by the appearance of 
An hundred fail of Chriftian veflfeU in the ftraiti 
of Gibraltafi and by the return of his fcouts who 
had already defcried the banners of the Chriftisn 
army ; he abandoned the iicgcwith precipitation; 
and retired within the territories of the king of 

Oranads ; 
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Grwada; fais t^treat was conduced whhout 
order, and effe&ed with difScalty $ and Sancho 
was defrauded of the glory he had anticipated 
from the total defbmdion of the infidel faoft, bf 
the difbbedience and intrigues of a powerful and 
factious fubjeAi and an ambitious and envious 
brother. 

The wealth and influence of the iUuftrious 
hou(e of Haro had more than once excited the 
jealoufy, and fupported them againft the refen€« 
ment of their fovereigns; they had been frequently 
fufpeded ; they had ibmetimes been trailed ; and 
during the commencement of the reign of Sancho, 
he had lavilhed^ with an impolitic prodigaiity, 
every office and honour on Don Lopez dc Haro*. 
With the title of count, he iiuitcd the important 
trufts of high-treafurer, and prime^miniiler ; the ' 
troops and government of the province of Anda- 
luiia were committed to his brother Diego ; and 
he was raifed to an alliance with royalty by the 
, marriage of his daughter Maria with Don Juan, 
the king's brother. But diftruft foon fucceeded 
to favour ; and the arrogant difpofition and over- 
grown power of Don Lopez infpired Sancho with 
die moft fcrious alarms. The latter had lately 
recalled from exile, and admitted into his con* 
fidence, Don Alvaro dc Lara, the hereditary enemy 
of the houfe of Haro ; the pride of the minifter 
was wounded by the promotion of the ancient 

rival 
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rival of his family ; and he might forefee in the 
elevation of that noble^ hid own downfall. But 
inltead of Endeavouring to eonciliate his prince 
by fubmiflion> he afpired to defend his power by- 
arms ; he found t ready confederate in his fon-in- 
law. who dill in fetret cheriihed the claims 
which he derived from his father's will, and rea- 
dily embraced the firft opportunity to afTert them 
by force ; on the confines of Portugal, Don Juan* 
aflembled his adherents ; and in Caftille the nu- 
merous yaflals of the houfe of Haro obeyed the 
fummons of their chief. Yet the confpirators 
after having prefumed to draw tht fword, were 
weak enough to flieath k ; they confented to an 
interview with the fovereign they had infulted ; 
and in a conference at Alfaro, in return to the de« 
mand of the king, that Lopez fhould evacuate th6 
fortreffc; he hadfeized or corrupted, that haughty 
fubjed: anfwered by the exprefiive menace of ap- 
plying his hand to the hilt of his fword, Hi» 
infolencc was the fignal of his death ; an hundred 
nobles jealous of the dignity of their prince 
fiarted from the feats, and their weapons wer^ 
inftantly . plunged into the bofom of the daring 
traitor. Don Juan was the witnefs of the fate o£ 
his accomplice; but Sancho amidd his refent- 
mcnt refpedted the blood of his brother; he 
yielded to the folicitations of his mother ; and the 
ambitious prince, inflead of being raifed to a 
throve, found himfelf immured in a prifon. • 

The 
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The fpirits of the houfe of Haro were rather 
"^Xafpcratcd than intimidated by the death of their 
<:hicf. The brother and fon of Lopez retired 
wlthai the limits of Arragon, and prevailed on 
that monarch to cfpoufe the title of the infants 
*cle laCerda, the grand-children of Alfonfo the 
tenth, by his eldcft fon. The grcateft part of the 
province of Andalufia was influenced by t)icgo 
to declare in their favour ; and the forces of Ar- 
xagon were fwellcd by their numerous partifans to 
anhoft of an hundred thoufand men. The courage 
of Sancho rofe with his danger ; and the inferior 
number of his troops was more than compenfatcd 
by his own vigour and aflivity ; he fuftered* not 
long an enemy to brave him in his dominions ; 
and the king of Arragon trembled in the pretence 
of an hero who had been familiar with viftory. 
His retreat was haftened by the intelligence of 
domeftic commotion ; and his flcps were clofcly 
followed by Sancho, wha retorted the invafion of 
Caftille, by ravaging Arragon to the banks of the 
lEbro. 

Badajoz had imprudently declared for the in- 
&nts de la Cerda ; and the obftinacy of her citi- 
zens was confirmed by the dread of the inexorable 
feverity of Sancho. But they were incapable of 
withftanding the fury of the aflailants, who were 
inflamed by the hope of fpoil, and animated by 
the prefence of their king. A capitulation was 

VOL. I. U tardily 
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tardily fubfcribed} and immediately riolatedj 
and though the maflacre o£ the inhabitants of 
Badajoz majr be afcribed to the intemperate rage 
of the foldiers,'yet it reflects no fmall difhonour 
on the memory of the prince who permitted it. 

If Sancho was (lern and implacable in viAory^ 
he was bold md diligent in war. Prom chaftiiing 
bis rebellious fubjeds^ he again turned bis arms 
againft his foreign and natural enemies. A new 
fleet had iflued from the ports of Africa; but ic 
was encountered and defeated by the combined 
fquadrons of Caftille and Genoa ; and the ftrong 
fortrefs of Tariff which on an eminence^ at a fmall 
diiiUnce from Gibraltar, awed the adjacent coun* 
try, and invited the invaHon of the hordes of 
Africa, was, after a long fiege, wrefted from the 
infidels by Sancho, 

v^ . The advantages which his fubjeAs might have 
idierived from the martial virtues of the king of 
JCaAiUe, were diminiihed by their own turbulence 
fooA levity. Four years of imprifonment had not 
Ihfadued the ambitious fpirit of Don Juan ; and 
lie. was lefs feniibit of his life that had been 
iparcd, than of the captivity he had endured. 
He was fcarce reftored to freedom before he en- 
tered into new intrigues ; and the croud of ad* 
YCfiturers who liften^d to his folicitations, enabled 
'|nm fpon to appear openly in arms. To . chi^ife 
iheir ^D^jority,. Sancho rufhed forwards at the head 
i'.- ' of 
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^ his faithful nobles ; his approach diflfolved 
their confederacy ; and the leaders who had bcea 
vanquiflied by the terror of his namCf were par-i 
doned by his magnanimity. From the juftice bf 
a bixtther wham he had fo repeatedly offendedf 
Don Juan fought an afylum in the court of 
Lifbon ; he was followed by the ambafiadors of 
Sancho ; and^ baniihed by the pdicy or averfion 
of the king of Portugal^ he crofled the feas and 
implored the protedion of the king of Morocco^ 
He was intrufted with the command of a coa^ 
fiderable armament ; landed his followers on th^ 
coaft of Andalufia ; and in the iiege of Tarif he 
Simulated the ardour of the infidels by the pro 
mifed plunder of a Chriftian fortrefs4 He was 
repulfed by the valour and vigilance of the goi^ 
vemor Alonfo de Guzman^ whofe fteady mind ii| 
the difcbarge of his duty was indifferent to every 
other conflderation. His infant fon had faUea 
into the hands of Juan ; and was by the commanl 
of that prince expofed under the wails of Tari^ 
with the painful admonition* that the futreii* 
der of the fort could alone ranfom the life of 
the child. ^* If/' replied Gu2nlan, as he threw 
indignantly his fword to the inhuman ruffian^ 
" if you who were born a prince, and educated 
^' a Ghriftian. dare commit fo foul a crinM^ 
^* know that I not only prefer the loft of my 
^^'^ibn to that of my honour, but dare fumifh 
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*^ ypu with ^ weapon for the mlirdct you 
** tate." The Moors and Chriftians in filent 
admiration at his. heroic fpirii: awaited the event. 
thit the heart of Juan was incapable of appmving 
tile virtut hfe had never felt ; and in the prefence 
6f the father he plunged his dagger into the bofon^ 
of the unfortunate vi&lm. 

Without ihaTcing the fortitude of Guzman, 
Juan beheld himfelf the objeft of general de* 
telfation ; the avenger of his people's injuries 
^as at hand ; and the banners of Sanchb were no 
Fooner defcried, than the precipitate retreat of the 
mhumati affaffin proved, that a timid and cruel 
lj)irit are in general nearly allied. After the 
failure of an enterprife, for the fticcefs of which 
he had confidently anfwered, he ventured not to 
{)refcnt himfelf to the king of Morocco ; and in 
ihe court of Granada, though he eluded the ven* 
^eance of his brother, he could not efcape tbt 
tontempt and abhorrence of mankind. 
' In adtion, the daring valour of Sancho had been 
often applauded; and his conduft towards the 
faithful and unhappy Guzman, atteftcd that he 
was not infenfible to the fofter emotions of the 
heart. In a letter that e^tpreffed his grateful fenfe 
6f h|s loyalty, he conferred on him the name of 
th^ Good; and he lamented, while he invited him 
to his court, that his own health Altered him not 
to haften to Tarif, and to confole him in perfoiu 
- ^ Amidft 
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Amidft the bloo4y and difgu^ting annals of tiQ* 
Icnce and (laughter which the hiftorian is com- 
pelled to traccj he dwiells with ple^furte on the 
gentler traits which diftinguifh the chsira^er of 
the man from that of the king ; and in the how 
pf deaths Sancho himfelf mull have de;rived more 
fatisfadtion from his generous fympa^hyfojr th0 
afflided Guzman^ than from tfap trophies he had 
ere&ed over his jrebelliQus CubjeQs aod infidel 
(pnemies. 

That hour already rapidly approached ; dur« 
ing eleven years that Sancho had reigned^ fo^ 
reign war or domeftic commotion had fcarce evof 
permitted him to lay aiide his armour ; and his 
jponftitution funk at length under inceiT^nt toii 
and care. He acknowledged the fymptoms of 
inevitable death ; and his laft concern was' to pro^ 
vide for the tranquil fucceffion of his Con Fer« 
dinand^ whofe feeble ^ge was expofed to the fac^ 
tions which had long agitated the kingdom. In 
the prefence of (he moft illuftrious prelates and 
nobles of Ca^^ille^ he bequeathed with the dif^* 
(ififtion of regent, the reins of adminiftration^ 
fnd the education of the royal infant, to his con- 
fort Maria, whofe virtues well entitled her to 
%}^ (^red truft ; and at Toledo, the air of which 
h^been vainly prefcribed as the laft hope of re^ 
toyery, h? expired in the forty-ftfth year of hi# 
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. ' A turbulent nobility who had ofren 

s3s«« revolted againft, and always reiut?* 
tantly Admitted to, the rule of a warlike and vi- 
gorous monarchy were not likely to acquiefire 
under the author it} of a child fcarce ten years 
old, and the government of an inexperienced 
woman. Yet in the ftation that (he occupied, 
the prudence of Maria muft have been confefiedj 
and her magnanimity applauded* The preten- 
lions of Don Juan were revived ; he even afpired 
to wreft the fceptre from his nephew; and 
though the Moors might detcft his bafenelk, their 
Ihtereft prompted them to fupport his claims. The 
reftitution of his honours and eftates, which had 
been attainted under the laft reign, reclaimed him 
to his allegiance ; the hoftile preparations of the 
king of Portugal were arrefted by the ceffion of 
ibme coniiderable frontier towns ; and the power- 
ful houfes of Haro and Lara, who had {ufpeoded 
their hereditary enmity to unite againft the au- 
thority of their fovereign, were reconciled by 
the. redrefs of thofe grievances which they bad 
alleged as the objeds 6f their revolt. Yet if, to 
maintain the public tranquiUity, Maiia facrificed 
the dominions, and circumfcubed the privileges 
of her fpn, ihe was not more tenacious o(her 
own rights; and rather than kindle a dvii war, 
file refigned to a new pretender the title and 
power of regent, which ihe derived not only fiom 
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the will of her deceafed huiband, but from the 
fuffrages of the ftates-gcncraU 't;r.r 

Henry was the third foa of Fer4i09i^.-:(iar- 
named the faint^ by his iirft queeoi-i^atcixv- Jn 
his early youth he had been addiAed Qo^ w4 son- 
fided in, the fcience of judicial aftrcflogy ;f itnd 
the allufive prediftion, that Alfonfo thp^^eiith 
was to be dethroned by a near relations-had 
pointed his fword agaioft his brother* By a haily 
and difgraceful flight from an adverfe fieldof battle, 
he eluded the puniihment of his revolt; and^e 
afylum which had been denied him in the court 
of Arragon, he found in that of Tunis. la that 
ftation he ilili maintained a correfpondence with 
the malecontcnts of Caftillei and fomented the 
faftions which diftra&ed the reign of Alfonib ; 
weary of a life of ina&ion, he embarked at Tunis 
for the fhores of Italy, and engaged in the entier« 
prife of his kinfman Conradin, the lail heir of 
the imperial houfe of Swabia* That unhappy 
youth in his endeavour to wreft Sicily from 
Charles of Anjou, became the prifoncr of the 
ufurper ; and his execution on a public fca&ld 
extinguiihed the prctenfions of his family. Henry, 
in the raih adventure, had participated in the mif- 
fortunes o^ his chief; and after the death of 
Coirradin, be found himfdf plunged into a dark 
dungeon, and involved in the ^xcommunlcacion 
of theKoman pontiff, which had been proaounc« 

U4 ed 



«6 HISTORY OF 5PA|N, 

ed agaioft thofe who afl^iled a thcpnc fpunde^ 
on the decrees of the fucceflbrs of St. Peter; 
By the moi| abjeft fubmilBons Henry difarmed 
the refentnaent of the holy fee, and by the inter* 
ceffion of the pope was reftored to freedom. Af» 
ter an iabfcnce of twenty-feven yeafs he returned 
to Spain^ and found his nephew Sancho feated 
on the throne of CaftlUe ; he was received with 
the generofity that was due to an unfortunate 
kinfman^ whofe former mlfcondud had been fe« 
verely atoned by his fubfequent fufTerings, and 
he repaid the benevolence of that monarch with 
the blackcft ingratitude. The turbulence of the 
times was favourable to his ambitious hopes ; his 
guilt had been forgotten^ and his vices concealed 
in exile ; and the Caflilians remembered only that 
he was the fon of that Ferdinand whofe virtues 
were the objed: of their adoration. Hi? claim to 
the regency was fupportcd by the clamours of 
the multitude^ and the general fuffrages of the 
nobility ; the prudence of M^ria taught her to 
^void a competition which might have been fatal 
to the interefts of her fon ; fhe abandoned the 
title and authority flie had been inveftcd with ;j 
and only referved to herfelf the care of the per-:* 
fon and, education of the infant king. 

Henry found but little fatisfaftion in the pof^ 
fefiion of a dignity for which he had violated the 
mqft faired obligatioi^s. The clouds of civil and 

foreigi^ 
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foreij^n .commotion gathered on evcxy fide|^.Jwd^^ 
the throne qf Ferdinand was flia^en to its very 
foundation by the fury of the tempeft* A fecret 
and formidable league had been concerted by the 
kings of France, of Arragon^ and of Portugal, in 
fupport of Don Alfonfo de la Cerda, the g{androx\ 
of Alfonfo the tenth, by his eldeft fon Fer- 
dinand ; the fpecious claims of that prince were 
efpoufed by the king of Granada whoj amidft 
the diiTenfions of the Chcifiians, hoped to extend 
his own boundaries ; the refilefs fpirit of Don 
Juan prompted him to embark in the confede- 
racy, and the kingdom of Leon and Gallicia were 
to be the reward of his pei*fidy ; the houfe of 
Lara was difgufted by the preference that ha4 
been giyen to that of Haro; and every hoi^r 
fwelled the number of the malecontents. and 
diminiihed the ftrength of the royal party. 

The defigns of the confederates were firft an-* 
noupced to the queen dowager and the regent by] 
the fuccefs of their arms ; and the court Qf 9qr« 
gos heard with aftonifhment the intelligence, (hat^. 
Leon and Gallicia had aclf nowledgefl . ;be autho«^ 
rity of Don Juan, and that Alfonfo de }a. Cerd^ 

If * 

had been proclaimed king of Cai);iUe by (Ke, 
armies of Portugal s^nd A^ragon, Had tli^ latter 
fb]lo\yedthe impulfe of bis. own ardour, ^d at; 
the head, of the allied hpft prfflj^d forwat(}s to th^ 
ca^jtal^ he niii|;ht haye furjr^r(f4 Qr,q^fl»r4t^ 
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fesble fon of Sancho, unprepared for flight or re- 
finance.' But he was perfuaded on his mareh to 
Attempt the redu&ion of the town of Majorga; 
and the ruinous (late of the fortifications encou* 
raged the hope that it could not long with* 
Hand the attacks of the befiegers j every defi- 
ciency was however fupplied by the aftive zeal 
of the garrifon, faithful in the caufe of their 
prince i the alTailants were repeatedly repulfed ; 
their fpirits drooped ; their ranks were thinned, 
and their vigour was cxhaufled by an epidemic 
difeafe j the troops of Arragon were the firft to 
abandon the tedious enterprife ; and Alfonfo him- 
fcif was the companion of their retreat j his in- 
glorious example was rcluftantly followed by the 
other allies ; and from the tranfient pofledion qf 
"Leon and'Gallicia, and from the fond vifion of 
• entering in triumph the city of Burgos, Don 
Joan was reduced to wage a feeble and indectfive 
''t^ar on the banks of the Ducro, 

' ' On' the oppofite frontiers, the fquadrons of 

''C^anada had ravaged the fertile province of An- 

dalofii ; and to check their progrefs, the regent 

^ hiiUfelf took the field at the head of thofe troops 

' <Kai could be fpared from the proteftion of Bur- 

-^'^osl But in the hour of didiculty and danger, 

■" Henry was inftrufted how unequal was his ge^^ 

'^ ' miisto tlie ftation he had obtruded himfelf on, 

' He was defeated in battle ; and the prefumption 

with 



.With which he had marched to the:encoimter>.waa 
fucceeded by the moft abject. dcfpair; by a treaty 
of peace that he fubfcribed, he confented to de- 
liver the flrong fortrefs of Tarif to the Moors. 
But the honour of the crown of CaftlUe^ which 
had been fuUied by the weaknefs of a mao^ was 
vindicated by the firmnefs of a woman. Amidft 
the dillrefs of her country^ the virtues of Maria 
Ihone forth with fuperior luftre ; (he exclaimed 
againft the ignominious conditions which had been 
figned by the trembling hand of Henry ; her fpi* 
rit was applauded and feconded by the ftatesj 
and in a national aiTembly it was determined to 
prefer the chance of war to an inglorious and 
doubtful peace. 

Yet had the allies on the fide of Portugal aAed 
with vigour and unanimity^ even the prudence 
and fortitude of Maria muft have been opprefiSbd 
in the unequal llruggle. It was propofed in tho 
camp of the confederates^ inftead of wafting their 
ftrength in the redudion of the frontier towns, 
to penetrate into the heart of Caftille, and in- 
veft the king and his mother in ValladoUd ;^ the 
flower of the Caftilian nobility were difiant and 
engaged in the defence of Andaluiia, and the en* 
terprife appeared not more glorious than eafy ; \^nt 
it wastruftrated by the returning loyalty of/I^n 
Juan de Lara, who declared his refolution pot to 
$A immmediately againft the pcrfon Qf bis l^g ; 

his 
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bift.fcroples embarra0ed his afTgciates ; and thfi 
languor w|th which t)iey profecuted the war^ fuft 
ficienUy evinced that they only waited the fa-r 
yopr^tfle ^ipn^ent to conclude a peaqe* 

On th^t levcnt^ amidft the din of ai:m8^ the 
f^ind of Mafia had been intent; the charaftc;r 
pi Hepry i^Qod forth in its true cplours ; he was 
)kaughty, fickle^ and turbulent ; cruel and avari-» 
f ious ; abje£k in adverfity, and infoleqt in prof* 
perity ; and the queen dowager rofe in propor^ 
^ion a9 the regent fqnk in (he opinion of t|ia 
public* l^neatb her aufpices a negoci4ti9p wa^ 
ftpened mith the court of Liibon;, and a 4qub)e 
HE^r^gc WM eonclu(|ed between Ferdinand an^ 
his fifter, and the daughter and fon of ^he kipg 
fS (Ppft:ugal. The nuptials of the d^qghfer of 
pton J^an de !l^ara with the regent hin^elf^ re-» 
^e.d..tha( ,powerfMl family to their obedience; 
and ^|iQugh the Icing of Granada infulted qf ra* 
yaged fhe ppen country^ he was repulfed with 
IqIs j^pm the w^^s ^ h^^ i ^^^ ^^ obliged to 
l^\i^ ^ithin his own dominions without achiev-« 
if}g ai^y pewjinent or important conqwcft, 
{ .^ft;fr rocri^itiQg an army whieh had been hrcH 
^ )H\\^ ppil apci dife^e, Japx?i?, king of 4rragop» 
^^ t^ep .the field mi\i \\}t faircft profgeia of 
^j^fe. His firft qpewipfW were eqwal to |ii« 

w^ ^mBm^ ^^^^^^m- ^^ <xY^t-w the 

j)rpvip?e of ^ttr9^; aifdAli^nta wMfitiwrifm 

,^. on 



oH the Azores of Ae Me^«nlfiMitf ftiU tfttJ^iAa 
iBki «ye of ^ommer eUt adventuf e^ confenrdd t6 
Mcdve a* garrifofti and to acknowledge tht «&- 
tliorit^ of the king o^ Arragon. That cxMiiiardk 
encountered a more obfttnate refillanoe in the 
iiege of Lorea; had not the counftls of due 
qtiten-dowager been fecretly etnbarraflfed by die 
envy of tht regeht, he muft either have abaii*- 
doned the eoterptife with ^dtfgrace^ or ftaked 
his 'fortune in a field of battle. But HehVy 
marched with reluftance to promote the glory of 
Maria ; his intrigues retarded the fteps of hh 
tompaniohs ; and befpre the banners of Cafliilte 
Were difplayed on the banks of the Ouadalanttfi^ 
Lorca had furrendered. The fame whifch the 
queen^dowagcr had been defrauded of by tht 
mean jealoufy of the regent, Ihe derived flrom heir 
own fruitful genius. She fomented in Arrngoh 
the fpirit of difcontent ; and the rifing difaffed^ 
tion recalled James to guard his oWn throne ; on 
his retreat he offered to evacuate afll his conquefis 
in Morcia, with the fingle exception of Alicant ; 
but the propofal was rejefted as unworthy tl«r 
dignity of the crown of Caftille ; and his atnr- 
bafiadors might be aftonifhed at the magnanimity 
of the queen-dowager in the reply, that his re- 
iloring all the places he had feised, could alohbi 
prove the foundation of an honourably and per* 
mahetit peace. • 
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Had the counfela of llarift tunther been eni* 
barraifed by incrtgue nor revolt, (he probftbly 
would foon have compelled the king of Arragon 
to have fubfcribed the conditions flie l^ad didated* 
She called into a&ion the power of the nation ; 
and the train of gallant nobility that acconnpa^ 
Died her to Valladolidy and in the aficnobly of the 
iUtea fupported her interefts, imprefled with fear 
the prince Don Juan, who abandoned his vain 
hope of reigning over Leon and Galicia, and re<» 
aewed his homage and oath of fidelity to his fo* 
vereign. The timid Juan was terrified into obe* 
dience, the venal Henry was bribed into corn* 
pliance; his death foon after delivered Maria 
from a formidable rival and a faithlefs aflbciate ; 
and the moment feemed arrived when undifturb- 
ed by factious competition, ihe might vindicate 
the glory of her country, and train the inexpe- 
rienced youth of her fon to prove the terror of 
his enemies and the delight of his fubjeSs. 

But the fond illufion, if Maria indulged it/ was 
foon diflipated ; fome differences which threatened 
the tranquillity of Caftille on the fide of Navarre, 
had fummoned her to Victoria ; and ihe returned 
.exulting in the fuccefs of her negociations abroad, 
to endure the mortification of finding her power 
undermined at home. The ear of Ferdinand had 
been poifoned by the artful reprefentations of the 
prince Don Juan, and the houfe of Lara,; they 

malictouily 
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snalicioiiily contrafted hU own ficuation with that 
af his mother ; and he was caught to dread ai aa 
enemy 9 the only perfon whom he could rely on ai 
a friend. He declared his refolution to aflumii 
the reins of government. In celebrating his mar- 
riage with Conftantia, the daughter of the king 
of Portugalj he difplayed the pomp, and ailerted 
the authority of a fovereign ; and the multitude^ 
ever prone to change^ and intoxicated with the 
defire of a new adminiilration, applauded has 
prefumption ; the city of Valladolid alone re* 
mained firm to the party of the queen-dowager, 
whofe judgment they had fo long experienced ; 
the inhabitants (hut their gates againft the troops 
of Ferdinand ; and it was only to the remon* 
firances of Maria herfelf that they yielded^ and 
confented to receive a royal garrifon ; but their 
indignation furvived their fubmiiSon ; they for^ 
bade their deputies to appear in the aflembly of 
the Hates ; and refufed to fandtion by their pre* 
fence the meafures which they could not approve* 

: Maria would have been unworthy of the repu* 
tation ihe had acquired, had Ihe attempted by 
ibrce to conftrain the inclinations of her fon; 
and ihe would have been infenfible to the feel* 
ings of a mother, had fhe remained a filent fpec-* 
tator of his imprudence; Ihe expoftulated^ but 
ihe expoftulated in vain ; and againfi her advice, 
the kif^g of C»{Ulk agreed to accept the. king of 

V ; . , Portugal 
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j^ortugal fi% tkmpire bet\;^een hitfifelf And the king 
tt Arragolli* t'he deciiion of the royal arbitratdl^ 
Wad fu'ch as the queen^dov^ager had forefeen and 
foretold; the Segura, which incerfefts the pra« 
vince of Murcia, was fixed oti a» the boundary of 
die dominion^ of l^erdinand and James ; aiid with 
the important city of Alicatiti the Country to ch'4 
fiorth of that river was difmembered from the 

^ The pretenfions of the Infants de la Cerdift 
tdight yet interrupt the repofe of Ferdinand ; and 
to extinguifh the embers of civil difcord, that 
trionarch confentcd to rcfign to the eldeft, Alfonfo^ 
the cities of Moncon and Tormes, with feverai 
townS| the revenues of which afforded him iti 
ample maintenance ; to the youn[.;el!l, Ferdinand, 
he promifed nn income equal to that which had 
been allotted fot A prince of Spain ; and the bro- 
thers, after receiving hoftages for their fecurity, 
appeared at courts and fubmitted to the ungrate^ 
ful ceremony of homage. 

It would have been extraordinary indeed had 
not the weaknefs and conceflions of the king of 
CaHillc multiplied the number of the fa£tious and 
ambitious. The hereditary enmity of the houfet 
of Haro and Lara was again fufpended^ that they 
might brave with impunity their fovereign i and 
though the former was reconciled by the grant of 
the important province of Bifcay for his life, the 

latter 
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latter fiill maintained a dangerous independence | 
in aims^ and allured the prince Don Juan to his 
party. Yet Don Juan had fcarcely betrayed the 
eaufe of his royal kinfmans before he hicnfelf was 
deferted by the family of Lara, who folicited, and 
readily obtained as the reward of their perfidy, 
the pardon and favour of Ferdinand. 

The uninterefting annals of domeftic di(cord 
and treachery are tranfiently varied by a feeble 
but foreign war ; through the mediation of the 
queen mother a new reconciliation was efieded 
between Don Juan and the king ; and Ferdinand 
embraced the moment of tranquillity to march 
againft the natural enemies of his country and 
religfon. He furprifed the fortrefs of Gibraltar, 
the importance of which was then but (lightly 
known ; yet he failed in his attempt on Algeaure; 
and the ill fuccefs of that liege, and the frelh 
intrigues of the prince Don Juan, induced him to 
liften to the overtures of the king of Granada, 
and in coniidcration of a confiderable fum of 
money to fubfcribe a peace with the Moors. 

The majeily of Ferdinand had been often in^ 
fulted by the turbulence, and his confidence fre- 
quently abufed by the profeflions of the prince 
Don Juan ; yet in the revenge that he meditated, 
he ihould not have forgotten his own character. 
And when inftead of the fword of a fovcreign he 
condefcended to employ the dagge^ of an aflaifin, 

vo£. I.- X he 
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he revealed the weaknefs of his government, and 
forfeited what yet remained of the efteem of hii 
fubjefti; The nuptial fcnft ofhis (ifter with the 
duke of Brittany, was to have been polluted with 
the blood of a kinfmnn ; but the defign had not 
been fo fccrctly concerted as entirely to cfeape 
the fufpicion of the dcflined vifiiim ; on the firft 
alarm Don Juan withdrew abruptly from court ; 
proclaimed the caufc of his flight } and derived 
fome fhare of popularity from the general abhor- 
rence of the treachery of Ferdinand. 

From the moment the king had afTumed the 
reins of adminiftrationi the counfels of Maria had 
been diHrgarded; and it was not until he was 
alarmed by the preparations of Don Juan, that he 
condefcendcd again to folicit the mediation of his 
mother ; the virtues of the queen dowager had 
'fccuredthe rcfpe^of all parties ; on her alFurances 
of fafcty Don Juan returned again to court, and 
the public harmony was re-cftablifhed. 

It was not only the court of Spain that was 
difgraocd by perfidy and cruelty; the perfecu- 
tion of the knights tcmplai*s excited the attention 
of all Europe. During the firft fervour of the 
erufades, that order, by uniting the popular qualU 
tics of devotion and valour, had rapidly advanced 
• in credit and authority { their fcrvices in the reco- 
very and defence of the Holy Land, had been re. 
paid by the piety of the Chrlftian inhabitajirs of 

Europe ; 
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Europe} but in France cfpeGially their Mqui- 
6tioni hid extended throun^ every province, and 
enabled them to fupport a rayal magnifliccnce* 
The abufe of their riches had in time relaxed 
thofe virtuei which firft preferred thein to eftccm ; 
and inftead of braving the dangers of martial 
pilgrimage, they chofe to enjoy their opulent 
revenues in eafe and luxury. Of illuftrious birth, 
and according to the cuftom of the age with* 
out any tinfture of Ictcersi they fcoined the ig<* 
noble occupations of a monaiiic Ufci and paflfed 
their time in the faihionable amulVments of hunt- 
ing, gallantry, and the plealurcs of the tabk* 
But thoi)gh this candudt had diminifhed the re* 
fpcc^ they haci once pofleiT^dy yet the imnMdiate 
caufe of their dctlrudion in Franco proceeded 
from the rapacious and vindidUve Ipirit of Philip 
the Pair. They were accufod of every fpccies of 
fenfual vice that degrades human nature, and 
every a^Sl of impiety which could prove offenfivc 
to religion. But their acculcrs were two of their 
brethren condemned by the order to perpetual 
imprifonmcnt for their proiligncy, and who ob- 
tained their Ibrfeited Uvea from the fecrets they 
affected to reveal. The doubtful evidence was 
readily received by the tynint; and above an 
hundred unhappy gentlemen on the rack were 
tortured to eonfels the julHce of the charge; 
feveral lut>ported their agonies with unabated 

X % conftancy j 
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conftancy ; but the majority yielded to the ejp- 
cruGiating anguifhi and figned the declaration 6f 
their own criminality. Yet they were no £boner 
rekafed from the engines of torture than they re* 
traded the confeffions which had been extorted 
ftom them. But the avarice amd refentment of 
their perTecutor was deaf to every remonftrance ; 
their eftates were confifcatcd ; and without the 
form of trial fifty were condemned to, and fuf- 
fered death with manly fortitude; the grand- 
itoafter, with the three great officers, were in the 
preience of their royal oppreflbr confumed by a 
flow fire ; and aflerted with their laft breath the 
purity of their conduA. Their firmnefs com- 
manded the belief of the people ; but the bar- 
barous injuftice of Philip was lanftioned by the 
fentence of his creature pope Clement the fifth, 
who then redded in France ; and who, without 
examining a witnefs, or making an enquiry into 
the truth of fads, by the plenitude of his apoiloUc 
power aboliihed the wholevOrder» 

A greater degree of moderation and equity 
jprevailed through the councils of Spain ; the 
charges againft the order were heard ; but they 
were heard with impartiality; and the knights 
were acquitted by the unanimous voice of their 
judges. Yet though in their decifion the latter 
difregarded private views and public clamour^ 
Ihcy couM but vindicate the reputation of the 
' ' accufed ; 
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aocufed; the decree of the Roman fee was ir- 
refiftiblei the order was diifolved; the kmghta. 
^ere diftributed into fev^ral convents, and theif. 
pqfleflions were by the command of the pope, 
transferred to the order of St. John of Jer.ufalcm., 
whofe poverty had prefcrved unfulUed the purity, 
pf their profeiTion;, and who (till diftioguiChed 
theiTifelves by their martial enterprifes againil;, 
the difciples of Mahomet ; yet the fiates-gcne-i 
ralof Spain eluded ih part the holy judgment;; 
tboy reprefented their own fituation; and they 
were permitted to retain the fpoils of the tem- 
plars to fupport themfelves againft their infidel 
neighbours. 

The rejoicings which the birth of a ibn and 
heir to the crown might occafion^ did not inpsr* 
ruptthe preparations for renewing the war. againft 
the Moors ; a confiderable army marched under 
the conduct pf Don Pedro, the brother of the 
king, and invefted the town of AlcandeU on 
the frontiers of Andalufia. From the adjacent 
£tuation of Martos, Ferdinand himfelf obferved 
she opera tiona of the fiege ; two brothers of the 
houfe of Carvajal had been apprehended as 
gViiity of the murder of a nobleman at Palenqit^,; 
$hey were brought before the royal tribunal ; ai\4 
(he indignation of the king fuifered them nottp 
vindicate their innocence ; they were command^ 
Vj^ftantly to be hurled from a roek; and the in^ 

X 3 temperate 
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temperate fentcncc was executed without deUf. 
On the verge of eternity, they fummoned their 
inexorable judge within a month to appear before 
hit God ; and the death of Ferdinand on the 
thirtieth day, was regarded in a fuperftitious^age 
as the effedt of their folemn citation* 

It is the wl(h of a lively French writer; that 
the ftory was either true, or generally believed ; 
and that the example might inftrud: all princes 
who think they have a right to follow their own 
imperious wills at the expence of their fellow 
creatures, to dfcad the retribution of a fuperior 
power ; but though the execution of the brothers 
of Carvajal, and their laft words, are confirmed 
by a variiBty of hiftorians, yet we may gather 
from the candid pages . of Mariana, that the 
health of Ferdinand had long been (haken, that 
he was juft recovered from a fevere indifpoH- 
tioA, and that his indulgence in the pleafures of 
the table, well warrant the ihoxt fpace that 
was fixed by the culprits as the term of his 
life, whofe hafty Tally of refentment would havo 
been buried in oblivion, had it not been preferred 
to notice by the event. 

A. D, 1312, The civil commotions which had 
'350- agitated the kingdom during the mi- 
nority and reign of Ferdinand, were revived with 
increafe of fury on his death ; the invidious office 
©f icgent was declined by the prudence of Maria, 

aod 
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aod the pretenfion$ of Don Juan, and of Pedro, 
the brother of the late monarch, were fuppoited 
by their refpedive partifans with clamour and 
violence ; yet though the widow of Sancho'refufed 
to fuflain again the weight and odium of govern- 
ment, (he negleded not to watch over the infancy 
and fafety of Alfonfo the eleventh* Her voicd 
extinguiihed or fufpended the enmity of the rival 
factions ; the authority was divided between, and 
the title of regent was equally imparted to both 
the princes Juan and Pedro ; but the dates-general 
tliat ratified the agreenient were not unmindful 
of the future welfare of their king, and to Maria 
was affigned the duty of protecting his perfon 
and forming his mind. 

The promife of fpoil had again allured the 
Moors of Africa to pafs the ftraits of Gibraltar j 
and the regents determined by the vigour of their 
meafures to anticipate the defigns of their ene* 
mies* In his march Don Pedro reduced the 
firong fortrefs of Tifcar ; and under the walls of 
Alcandeta be joined the forces of his aifociate 
Don Juan. The confederate hoft fwept the open 
country, and pitched their tents within fight of 
the towers of Granada ; and while the Moorifli 
monarch aflembled the (Irength of his nation, the 
Chriftian leaders exulted in the hopes of an eafy 
eonqueft ; but no fooner were the fquadrons of 
Granada united* with thofe of Africa, than Ifmael 

X 4 rulhed 
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Mlhed to the defence of bii capitti; On the daf 
that Wis to decide the fate t£ Oranida, thought 
her forereign enoouraged hia warriors by his' pre**- 
fimce, yet the chief command in the hour of^ 
battle was entrufted to the experience of Ofmyo/- 
The right of the Chriftians was led by Don 
Juan ; and in the front of the left was difplayed 
Ihe banner of Don Pedro. Their rival exer- 
tions long refifted the fuperior numbers of the 
Moon; and if we may rely on the credit of 
Mariana, they funk at length without a wound, 
and expired exbaufted by the (laughter of their 
enemies. But we may fafely venture to rcjed: 
the partial narrative^ which might gratify tho 
Vianifty of the chivalry of Caftille^ but cannot com* 
mand the belief of pofterity ; and the regents were 
undoubtedly involved in the general carnage of 
the. Chriftians. A wretched remnant efcaped un- 
der cover of the night to relate the fate of their 
brethren. The calamities of war were retaliated 
on the vanquilhed; from the waili of Granada the 
vffiborious torrent rolled on to thofe of Jaen ; and 
from the ftream of the Oro to the northern banks 
at the Guadalquivir^ the fertile fields of Anda* 
lufia were converted into a defert. * 

'The progrefs of the infidels might ftiil have^ 
been checked by the unanimity of the Chriflians ; 
but the death of the regents opened a new fcene. 
of diffenfion ; and the reigns of adminiftration 
.. ' were 
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^NfCfe difputed by four powtdul compe(ttois> Dmi* 
Philipi the wiclo of the kings Don JuRnEoiMiielV 
who had married the daughter of the king} ofiAr*; 
ragoD) and commanded on the frontiers of Mui cta^ 
Don Join, fon to the regent of the iame. name^^ 
iK)d ivHo from the lofs of an eye m hia infancy 
lyas diftinguiihed by the epithet of the Drformid | 
9d^ Don Alfonfo de la Cerda, who, thruft alido 
from the throne^ without the title afpired tx> the 
i^uthority of king ; each was fuppOrted by nume* 
rou8 vaflals and adherents, and each was to* 
different to the means by which he could attam 
die objedt of his ambition* In vain did Maria 
exert her influence and addrefs to controul thdr 
prefumption, or conciliate their regard ; in tain 
did the Roman pontiff interpofe to teprefs theic 
difcord ; the conftitution of the former was un^ 
equal to the firuggle, and inceflant anxiety ex* 
tinguiflied the expiring taper of life ; while the 
latter was inftru&ed that the thunders of the 
Vatican were more efficacious in kindling than 
fuppreffing the flames of civil commotion. Re« 
gardkfs of his cenfures, the rivals exerted every 
engine of fraud and force; and Alfonfo de la 
Cerda, and Juan the Deformed, fooner than fuffer 
the natural claims of Don Philip to prevail^ aban* 
doned their own, and declared in favour of the 
party of Don Juan Emanuel. 
During thirteen years from the death of Fer- 
dinand, 
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dioandj the kingdoms of Caftllle and Leoh had 
experienced all the calamities, which flow from 
CeiftiOQ and anarchy. But in the lapfe of tha« 
term the underftanding of Alfonfo had .rapidl/ 
ndvanced and far furpaflfed his age ; in his iif« 
teenth year he proclaimed hii refolution to break 
the ihackles he had been held in, and to claim 
the rights of a king. The diftra£ted flate of the 
nation was faYoui'able to his intentions ; in a ge« 
neral aflembly at Valladolid his authority was re* 
ccgnized ; the hopes of the competitors expired 
or were concealed in the prefence of their lawful 
prince ; and Alfonfo the eleventh beheld a tran« 
fieat calm fuccecd the tempells which had afflidt^ 
ed his minority, 

• Yet the profpe£b was foon again overcaft ; the 
difcontent of Don Juan Emanuel was no longer 
oDacealed ; he withdrew from court ; to attach 
Van Juan the Deformed effedually to his interefts^ 
ht propofed to beftow on him the hand of his 
daughter Conftantia ; and the formidable alliance 
Hiuft have overlhadowed the luftre of tlw crown. 
The charafter of Alfonfo will not fufFer from the 
•rtifice which he defcended to at this critical mov 
ment ; he affected himfelf to be fcnfible of the 
charms of Conftantia, and of the merits of ^ her 
father ; he intimated that policy as well as incli- 
nation prompted his union with the dau^ter of 
fe powerful a fubjedt ; the ftratagem was attended 

with 
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vfith the effect he topeftcd; and on t\it firft- 
romour of the paffion 6f the king» Emanuel* 
flew to Burgos co rti>ew his oath of fidelity and 
allegiance. 

While the nobles of Caftille preferred in armi> 
their own cUinns, or fupported thofe of their 
chiefs^ every fpectcs of diforder had multiplied 
throughout the kingdom ; large bodies of b&nditti 
violated the public peace, and in contempt of tho 
laws levied their contributions not only on indi- 
viduals but towns and cities. To reftore the toort 
and vigour of the law was the firft objeft of tbo 
royal attention ; with a fmall band of difcipUned 
troops Alfonfo flew from province to province; 
explored their retreats in the depths of the fo* 
refts and mountains ; and though the immediate 
execution of the offenders has been conilrued into 
cruelty, yet it muft be remembered, that the juf* 
tice of a king admits not of the compaffion 
which adorns a fubjeft ; and that lenity to the 
guilty, is too frequently an injury to the good. 

From the feverity of their monarch, the needy 
and defperate found a refugb widi Don Juan the 
Deformed ; and the numbers of daring advento*- 
rers inured to blood and rapine who flocked to 
the ftandard of that prince, enabled him to brave 
the vengeance of his king. His negodatioot 
were extended to the courts of Arragon and Por« 
tugal, and he urged Don Alfonfo de la Cerda to 

refume 
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ffefnme his pretenfions to the crown. His m« 
irigues eluded nocithe vigileDce of his fovereigo ; 
and AJfonfo^ after having in vain endeavouned to 
roclaim him to his duty by the moft liberal offer&, 
deoermdned to deliver himfelf from his fadlious 
and cnterprifing fpirit by a decifive though dlT- 
lionourabie bk)W. In the execution of the dpfign^ 
bis addrefs rather than his integrity muft be com- 
mended ; he propofed : to give him in marriage 
his fifter Eleanora ; and the prefumption of Don 
Juan induced him to accept the invitation of hia 
IctDgy and to prefent himfelf at Toro ; he came 
alttended with a train which refembled rather the 
army of a powerful fovcreign than the eftablilh^ 
mmt of a private perfon. But his confidence 
ki his ftrength was fatal to his life ; as he paiTed. 
Dbrough the royal apaitments, he was aflailcd by 
a cbofen anid determined band ; two gentlemen 
who accompanied himi and attempted to draw 
liieir fwords in his defence, iliaied his fate, and 
were extended lifelefs on the ground ; ilie hall of 
audience was thrown open, and Alfonfo from his 
lAiTont avowed the orders he had ilTued ; he re* 
prefentcd Don Juan as a traitor too great for* the 
kws^.aod declared that his blood alone could 
have prevented an inomediate and dangerous civil 
war. The clamours of the multitude were huihcd 
by the imperious voice of their fovereigo ; the 
adherents of the^ unhappy viftim were happy t» 

conceal 
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conceal their attachment in fiteuoip; bot the 
bonds of fociety were * \oo£exs€d bf ^ the )fyiat 
expedient; and when a monarch caa heiTe M* 
courfe to the piradice of an a^ffin, the moA' '"iu^t 
tuous of his fubjeds have reafon- to cren^te^ 
equally with the moft guilty. i i»" 

The firft to dread his fate, and to attempt t» 
aVenge it, was Don Juan Emanuel, whofe fwofd' 
had been drawn fuccefsfully againft the Moors> 
but who on the intelligence of the death of 
Don Juan the Deformed, figned a private peace 
with the king of Granada, and truliting to the 
firength of his caftle of Chinchilla, and to the 
number of his vaiTals, erected the ftandard of re« 
volt. His rebellion diflblved the hopes of his 
daughter Conftantia ; and that lady, who had al«^ 
ready borne the title of queen, beheld herfelf a 
prifoner in a city which ihe had fondly regarded 
as the capital of her future power and fplendoiir. 
The haughty fpirit of Emanuel was exafperated 
to fury by the infult ; he obtained from his fa* 
ther-in-law the king of Arragon, a prom^e o£ 
fupport; with the forces that he coiuld h^tly 
alTemble he laid wafte the frontiers! of CafUHej aisd 
his refentment to the fovereign was proelaio^ 
in his barbarous warfare againft his people; ^ ^ ^ ^ 

But the fpirit of Alfbnfo was not ta bd bravedr 
with impunity; in open war or fecret oo(ifed)(-4 
facy his valotir aod vigilance extorted^ th^: axhnr^s 

ratioa 
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ration of hii enemies ; by land or by fea^ on horie* 
back or 00 foot, m every encounter his genius 
nAd courage flione confpicuous* The piratical 
fquadrons of the Moors had iffued from the ports 
€>f Africa, but they were attacked and defeated 
by the fleets of Caftille ; the cities of Zamora and 
Toto had rerolted ; they were quickly reduced 
and feverdy puniihed; Don Alvaro Nugncz 
Oforio, who had enjoyed the entire confidence of 
his mafteri was^ tlie iirft to defert htm in his dif- 
trdt; the ungrateful favourite was ftabbed by 
the conunand of tiie king in the midft of his 
ivtainers. A new king of Arragon had fucceeded 
to the fatber«in*law of Emanuel ; and was rea- 
dily perfuaded to defert the caufe of that chief; 
a negociation was entered into with the court of 
Lifton^ and the mariiage of Alfonfo with the 
daughter of the king of Portugal fecured to the 
forfner a powerful and faithful ally. 

Yet the bofom of Alfonfo was lefs fufceptible 
of private revenge than of public glory ; he ftiil 
offered to Emanuel the free pardon of his guilt, 
and the reftoration of his eilates and honours ; 
and urged him, inftead of weakening by his ob* 
fiinacy, to ftrengthen by his union the common 
caufe^ and to march in conjua&ion with him 
againft the infidels. The refufal of the haughty 
rebel could not check the airdour of AlfoQfo; 
Spain refdunded with his pi^paraiiions; and the 

court 
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tourt of Granada was aftomlhed and d5fmaye4' by 
the rumour of the fleets and armies he hadtf> 
femblcd; the prudence of Mahomet, the fuc- 
ceffor of Pfmael in the throne of Granada, )\ifttuA« 
cd hitn to prevent by fubmiffion a conteft wbkh 
threatened the total fubverfioo of the^Moorifh 
' power. His ambaffadors were dKpatehed to Se- 
ville; and the humiliating conditions fheyfub- 
fcribed, fofficiently reveal the terror with which 
they were impreffed ; the king of Granaidai *dtt- 
fented to hold his fceptre as the vaiSil of Ihe 
crown of Caftille ; and to acknowledge th^ fu- 
• prcmacy of his lord by the annual tribute' •f 
twelve thoufand pieces of gold*. ' 

The 'terms which had been extorted by fear, 
were violated with the return of confidence* It 
was fjx)m. Africa alone that Mahomet could^hopc 
forfuccour; he croflTed the ft raits; reppeftnted 
in the court of Morocco the increafin^ power^f 
Caftille, and was heard with attention; feven 
thoufand horfemen were granted to bis imme- 
diate diftrefs; a more coniiderable detachment 
followed under the conduft of Abu Malic, the 
fon of the king of Morocco; the tranfports 
which conveyed them eluded the vigilance of the 
Chriftian fleet ; the king of Granada renewed his 
' alliance with Don Emanuel ; and the fiege of 
Gibraltar was inftantly formed by the Moflem 
15oft. 

The 
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* Tb^^Uegiiiicc of the faoufe of Lm had been 
Wrmpttd by the iottiguct of Don EmanueL; and 
§t the mooienc that Adfonfo bebdd hb douuaiooa 
«xp<rfed to foreign invafion, he fottnd his relrar* 
ces diftradtfid hy civil coinaiatioii. At the head 
gf the troopa which yet were f akhful eo their fo- 
yvr^MP^f he poiDCed his fteps. to wards Gibcaltar« 
Jf) his march he wts iblscited to an kKerview with 
the dil%flS;^ed lords i he accepted their iaviOH 
tSOQ L end fuperior to fear^ entered without atien* 
daats the ci^le of Bccerril^ which was garrilbned 
Iqr their followers s they were awed by his mag« 
napimjty ; and at the feaft that he ihared withooc 
referve, they engaged on the payment of a fiim 
fC money to return to their duty ; the engagCf- 
■aent was fulfilled on the fide of Alfonfoj but 
bafely broken by . Emanuel, who employed the 
gold he had received in fomenting new cabalsi^ 
and makiqg new levies agginft his fovereign. 

The fpeed with, which Alfonfo had advanced 
%a the relief of Gibraltar, only expofed him to a 
frefh mortificadon ; he was arrived within fight 
of that fortreffj, when he was informed the go- 
vemcy hftd meanly betrayed his truft, and fur* 
rendered it to the infidels* He afpired to reco* 
ver it i but while he yet prefled the fiege with 
the faireft profped of fuccefs, he was recalled to 
the centre of his dominions by the cries of hit 
fubjeds. The conugion of revolt had reacbld^ 

.the 
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Ibfe hotffe «f HiTo, and Don AtOMOi tktf (Saef 
tbf thae faorilf, with Dott Bmamiel, ttfd DM 
jNauKkLara^ iMd fiarted ta anM M tn appcdoMi 
fiKuly' and marked their dMbreot routes t hiom gi l 
Caftille with flaughter aad devaftatioa* 

We my eafily belieTe it wat with r^Mbatti 
aftd tadignation that an high^fpirited {irkttie Bfet 
Alfenfo, figaed a treaty with the Moors, w4rfek 
left Gibraltar in their pofleffion, and r«lea(M tM 
ktog of Granada from the hnmiliaiing ^oodilioa 
af tribute. But the danger was preffiag; and 
vAiiit his kingdom was rent by iaceiktne dMoordi 
ha could not hope to triumph over his iSgipeigll 
enemies* He had • no foooer fubfcribed the ptece; 
than he marched with diligence to the ptoteAtbtt 
of his capital* As he advanced j the confederatef 
retired ; but they were not able to elude the ven« 
geance of in injured monarch. The precipitate 
flight of Don Juan de Lara preferred indeed hii 
lUe; but his eftates were laid wafte or eonfif* 
oated ; and his fortrefles in the mountaiiious prd*' 
vince of Bifcay were attacked and reduced,^ 

A fei^rer doom awaited Don Alonao de Hatro ; 
he was furprifed in his caftle, led in •chains be^* 
fore his king, and fierhly reproached with his 
guihand ingratitude; the refentment of his ib* 
vel*«ign rufSnred him not long to languiih in 
<kHibc» and the ^cond day after he was made 
prfToneri fa^«was beheaded on a publio fcaffold* 

VOL. !• . Y The 
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b TJaof&a^ojis jidbksiof Gaftilte heai4 with ter^ 
FKML that she chief of the powerful houfe of i-]are» 
had pcrtihed^ by she hand of tlie common execu*^ 
Akmc^ Neither. the mod: illuArtous exuadtion 
nor extenfiire connexions could fecure them froa> 
^ wrath €)f majeily ; and in the fate of Don 
^QH^io,. Don Juan de Lara trembled for his own. 
jtle difpatched a . trufty meflcnger to learn if yet 
the toad- $o naercy was open ; but though th« 
Htng. airbed him of his perfonal iafety, he -fiill 
If^fiufad to fee him ; he was mote indulgeat ta 
Dq&. Emanvel; . and on bis reconciliation with 
fhat noblemani.he releafed his daughter Cpnftan* 
tia, and con£bt)te:d to^ai^d facililtated her marrii|g& 
jyitb, hi&'brother-in-law the prince of Portugal. 
f After fa long a period of turbulence, Alfonfa 
might have, hoped to have tafted- fomc moments 
of r-epoie ; but hii^ li^e was deftined to iiiceflant 
soil i.and he Md fcaxce (heath^d the fword of 
dTiLwar^ before ai new enemy arofe on the, fide of 
Navarre. The king, of Caflille endeavQured to 
prevent open hoftilities ,by every offer of . acccm- 
modation which t;he; dignity of his crown would 
admit of ; but^when compelled to tajce th^ fields 
his prepamtions were carried on with vigpur and 
alacrity* The. chivalry of Caftille, at the.conar 
mand of thjeir fovereign, co^fented to march bo* 
Math the- condudt of Martin Feniandez, an of- 
ficer whofe ob.fcure defcen^ they; .^efpif^d^ hut 
.: • whofc 



v^hbfe worth they revered* In a fold of battle 
the ' uppoititmehc of Fernandez^ was approved t 
the^FOops^of Navarre were brdken or ^Aaughrari 
ed ; and the peace that was re<»eftabliflied between 
the two kingdoms was di&ated by Aifonfor 

The exultation of the king of Caftille m, his 
V^Adry, was allayed by the information that eke 
intrigues of. Don Juan de Lara, and Don £ma»- 
tiuel,' were ftill continued. Exafperated by .their 
frequent perfidy, he appealed againfl them to the 
flflembly of the dates ; they were declared trai- 
tors by the unanimous voice of the reprefcntar 
tives of the pation, who granted at the iame time 
a liberal fubfidy to profecute the war to their en- 
tire diftrudion. 

Tlie king of Caftille fuifered not the weapon 
to ruft which the (lates*general had trufted to his 
hand. With a numerous army he invefted in 
the wails of Lerma, Don Juan de Lara. The ob- 
ftinacy of the garrifon, and the (Irength of the 
fortifications, protracted the fiege ; and Don Ema- 
nuel marched to the relief of his alTociate ; the 
.kmg advanced to meet him at the head of afe- 
left detachment; the rebels were defeated, aod 
their chief efcaped with difficulty from the pur- 
fuit of Alfonfo; the vidfcorious king continued 
the fiege of Lerma with unwearied diligence; 
the towers of that city were already ffaakeo by his 
engines { .and Don Juan^ baffled in every attempt 
' : Y a to 
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ta Aff aftU€tpat«l the confeqwoceft «£ «ii^* 
i:efrful r«beUioo« /k laft» but flwd«r liope wM 
rcpofed on the mercy of hU ibvcretgm; iM «▼« 
tke ftubborn ucnper of D05 Juoa w«a xkh proof 
againft the clemency be had fo iU deferved ; ^ 
Itfe had iodeed been promifed on ht» (obmtffion; 
but he was received by AlfooTo wiib ar genetofilf 
which refleda the hrighteft luitre on shechalM* 
ter of that prince ; he waa< reAored to his eftaiea 
and honours^ invefted with the high dif^niqr of 
ftandftrd bearer of Caftille, and during the re* 
mainder of his life approved himfelf a dutiful 
and grateful fervant. 

The eumple of Don Juan de Lara Influenced 
the coodud of Don Emanuel ; who(ie return to 
his ailegiance extinguiihed the war which his lA** 
irigues had kindled between Caftille and Por- 
tugal ; a general paciiicatioa between the Chriftian 
princes of Spain fuccecded ; and Alfooibat length 
found himfelf at lerfure to attend to the progreis 
of the Moors of Africa and Granada* 
. At Seville the royal ftandard was diiplayed^ 
and the fadions which had fo loog purfuod each 
Other with kindred rage^ cotrfefltd a generous 
emulation, as they marched agatnft the eomsiofi 
foe. They penetrated without feeing aa enoittgr 
to the walls of JRx>nda ; that fortiikaKton^ efeded 
on a craggy rock^ derided their menaces ; the 
txfaauficd couatry no longer fupplied them the 

means 
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iM&ni of fubfiftence; and they egain pointed 
their fteps towards the frontiers of Caftille ; but 
the (Ignal of retreat was fcarcely given before a 
cloud of duft revealed the approach of the fqua- 
dMns of Granada and Africa. The Mooi^ were 
animated by the prefence of Abu Malic, the fon 
and heir to the crown of Morocco ; and Alfonfo 
with impatience awaited in open field the charge 
of an adverfary who had wrefted from him the 
ftrong fortrefs of Gibraltar. In the tumult of the 
day Alfonfoi with Don Juan de Lara, and Don 
Emanuel, were diftinguilhed above the crowd of 
combatants. The Moors, incapable of wkhftanding 
their rival ardour, fled to an adjacent mountain ; 
under a (hower of (lones and miflile weapons the 
fteep afcent was climbed by the impetuous Chrif- 
tians ; and fo dciperate was the refiftance of the 
vanquilhed, and fo inexorable the vi&ors, that 
not a fingle Moor efcaped the promifcuous 
ilaughter. 

Whatever tears the king of Morocco might 
fted over his unfortunate fon, were foon dried by 
the hope of vengeance. His voice aroused the 
the tribes of Africa from their lethargy ; the pro* 
pagat^on of the koran and the promife of fpoil 
Afieml^led the rapacious difciples of Mahomet ; ^ 
two hundred tranfports were convoyed by thirty 
gallies { a favourable wind enabled them to elude 
the Chriftian fleet j they were joined by tht force! 

y 3 of 
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of Granada ; and the hoft wliicTi Invcftcd TariF 
has been computed at two hundred thoufandmen. 
The danger of that fortrcfs was quickly con- 
veyed to Alfonfo ; but tlie llrength of CaftlHe 
was unequal to the contcft; and to his queen 
was intrufted the important commiflSon of 
awakening the court of Lifbon to the common 
defence of Chriftianity ; the king of Portugal was 
not deaf to the folicitations of his daughter; and 
policy quickened his fteps at the head of his mar* 
tial nobility ; he was received in Seville with 
every honour by his fon-in-law ; but the diftrcfs 
of Tarif allowed not the monarchs to waftc the 
hours in feafts and tournaments ; forty thouftnd 
infantry and twenty thoufand cavalry, confident 
in their faith and valour, marched beneath their 
banners. A thoufand horfe and four thoufand 
foot cut their way through the lines of the 
befiegers, and reaflured the fainting fpirits of the 
garrifon of Tarif; and on the enfuing morning 
tEe fignal for general adtion was difplayed. On 
the plains of Salfado the king of Caftille charged 
the fquadrons of Morocco, and the king of Por- 
tugal advanced againft thofe of Granada ; the en- 
counter was long and bloody ; and it was not until 
the conflift had been maintained feveral hours 
with various fuccefs, that viftory declared for the 
Chriftlans. One hundred thoufand Moors fell in 
tjie battle, or were flaughtered in the purfuit; 

the 
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the king of Morocco flod mth prccipitatioo to 
AlgezirCy and inftantly rcimbarked for Africa s 
Mrhile the king of Granada with the Shattered rcm* 
nanc of his forces, retired within his own terrr- 
tories, and ireaibled for the fafety of his capital. 
On the field Alfonfo offered to rccompenfe the 
seal of his ally witH the wealthy fpoii and captives 
of their joint valour. But the generous fpirit of 
the king of Portugal rejeAed the rich prize ; forae 
onus rather curious than vakiable were all he 
could be prevailed on to accept ; and after having 
interchanged mutual vows of amity with his fon- 
in-law, he led back his troops into his own domi- 
nions. His difintcrefled conduct funk deep in 
the mind of Alfonfo ; the private life of the king 
6f Caftille had been lefs pure than his public ; 
mtereft rather than paffion had prompted his mar- 
riage with the princefs Maria of Portugal ; but his 
heart had been long captivated by the wit and. 
charms of Dontia Leonora de Guzman, the widow 
of Don Juan de Velafco. To her his hours were 
facrificed, and his affedtions devoted ; and thofe 
who were permitted to approach and gaze on^her 
beauty, forgot the guilt of his attachment in the 
admiration of his choice. But Alfonfo could not 
be infenilble to the ardour with which Maria had 
forved him in the hour of diftrefs ; he was pene- 
trated by the generofity of her father the king of 
Portqg^l ; gratitude fupplied the plape of love^ 

Y 4 and 



Sa WlSTOlbY' OF SPAIN. 

and religion confirmed his reiblotion eVer afser 
CO renounce the licentious pletfures which he had 
ihiu'^d with Leonora, and lo confine bimfelf totfac 
arms of the lawful partner of hii throne and bed. . 
With hit viftorioui army AlfonCo fvsepc 4ie 
frontiers of Granadai reduced by £imine Aicala, 
and by force Molin ; the fortifications of Algc- 
sire demanded more weighty preparations ; the 
fquadrons of Portugal and Arragon ywic readily 
perfoadcd to aA in concert with chat of Caflille; 
twelve gallics were hired of the Genoefe, wbofe 
paval ^11 about the middle of the fourtreoth 
century was celebrated throughout Europe i dieie 
blocked up the harbour^ and intercepted all fup* 
plies from Africa, while Alfonfo reguUrly inveftcd 
Algezire by land with an army which might 
fafely defy the feeble attempts of the king of 
Granada. The eyes of Europe were turned on 
the eQterprife ; the walls were ftrong, the garrifqn 
numerous ; and the thunder of the artillery^ the 
firA that had been ufed in Spain, was heard with 
aftoniibment by the befiegers ; but the tremendous 
efiedt which was produced by the firft difcbarge, 
was foon efiaced ; and the troops of Alfonfo 
dreaded lefs the deftrudive fir^ of the cannobi 
than the gradual approach of famine. Sixjnonths 
' bgd tried the patience of the auxiliaries^ and ex- 
kaufted the magazines of the aflailaots ; huQger 
already began to be felt through the camp ; aqd 
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ibppl^'thr demaods of lib aUks, andvefiOTc'difc 

idiftrefs of his ownr troops, dte kmg x>fderedhEi 

-plate to-be coined into current money at a higher 

rate than the comnidBi fiamlard. * The dif^racefal 

aod ^dangerbus e±pedient was averted, by the zeal 

of th6 moft confidcrable cities of Spain; e Very 

pronoce freely contribiited its ptt>portion • in 

com^ in wine^ or in fpecie ; fon^e pet&niary aT- 

fiftance was deriirad fronir the hoily! liberality Idf 

the pope ; and the ardour of the warriof s <^ SpaSi 

was rekindled, and their iemttlation infiamed t^ 

, rbe martial nobles of France and £nglaod, ' who 

haftened to Ihare the glory and hazard of the 

cnterprife. 

Yet it was not until the fecond year, when 
every offer forraifing the fiege had been rejefted, 
and tlie walls of Algczire totteied beneath the til- 
cdSant ftrolces of the engines of the befiegers, 
^lat the garrifbn, diminiihcd by famine and the 
fword^ (Submitted to propofe terms of capitolatioA. 
The foldiers and citizens were permitted to retire 
without moleilation ; the Chriflian ftandard was 
again difpiayed on the towers of Algczire ; and a 
truce for ten years was fubfcribed between the 
lung of Caftille, and the monarchs of Granada 
and Morocco* 

The valour and adivity of Alf onfb had beta 
r approved in war, and in peace his courtefy tad 
l^enerofity were admired. Several of the daagli« 

tcra 
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Ws of the. king of Morpcco ba4, oa his dofe^c 
«t SalfadOi become the captives of (he kiog of 
Caftille; they bad been treated by the latter 
prince with the reaped due {o their birth; and no 
fooner was peace reftored than they were difmil'**- 
fed with magnificent prefents to their father's 
court ; amidft the annals of a fanguinary . agCt 
the mind i)s rarely relieved from, the bloqdy 'nar- 
rative by the contemplation of the more amiable 
qualities of humanity ar^d politenefs j ^nd fome 
praife is due to Alfonfo, who, amidft religious and 
politic&l enmity, was ftill careful to cheriflithe 
gefierous fentiments of chivalry. 

Yet one pafllon ever rages in the bofoms of kings; 
and if the courtefy of Alfonfo commands our ap* 
plaufe, his ambition cannot be defended fr^oni 
our reproach; four years of peace had fcarcely 
ikuined over the wounds of war, and the inha* 
bitants of Caftille ilill groaned beneath the double 
fcourge of pedilence and famine^ when the royal 
ftandard was difplayed ; and their monarch fum- 
moned his martial nobles again to the field. The 
Mooriih banners that dreamed fnom the towers 
of Qibraltar infulted his pride ; and he recoHe£t« 
ed with indignation that during his reign that im* 
portant fortrefs had pafled from the. hands of the 
Chriftians to thofe of the infidels ; without a pre- 
vious declaration of. war he fuddenly fummoned 
the garrifon to furrender ; and urged in perfon the. 
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fltge \vfth his ufual ardaun iBiitthe feeds of difeafe 
forked in the veins of hi« foldicrs, and the plague 
foon broke out in his camp ; the renionftrances 
cyf his officers could not pi-evail on him to aban^ 
don the entcrprife, or withdraw from the fcene 
of infedion ; he was the vidtim of his perfcvc*. 
ranee ; his blood was tainted ; and he expired in 
the moment that the dillrefs of the beficged af- 
forded him the ilrongeft aiTurances of fuccefs. 

Such was the fate of Alfoafo the eleventby 
who of the princes that fucceedcd Ferdinand the 
Saint, is mod entitled to our admiration ; the 
turbulence of the times he reigned in was his 
glory ; the factions which had ovcrihadowed 
the power of the throne were broken by hit vi- 
gour ; and the foreign enemies of the ftate who 
bad availed thcmfelves of the hour of civil dif« 
fenfion, were chaftifcd by his vaFour; the execu- 
tion of the chief of the houle of Haro awed the 
haughty fpirits of his nobles; and though the 
means by which he delivered himlllf from cl^o 
inccilunt enmity of Don Juan the Deformed can** 
not be juftified, yet the confidence that he rt^ 
pofed in Don Emanuel, and the clemency that 
he extended to Don Juan de Lara, cannot be too* 
warmly applauded. The love of martial fame 
w*a9 his predominant pafllon as a king; and to' 
that his life was at length facriiiced, when it would* 

have been moft ferviceablc to his fubjeds* Asa 
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man, hh attachment to the fair feems to have 
been his fole falling ; one fon, of the name of 
Peter, and who had attained his fixteenth year^ 
was his only iflue by his confort Maria; but 
Donna Leonora had proved more fruitful in his 
embraces ; and her fecond fon, Henry of Tranita- 
mar^, was deftined to avenge the fate of him 
noother^ and after a long and bloody comeft^ 
to afcend, by the deftrudtion of hl5 brother^ the 
tlffaa« of CalliUe; 



Chapter 



HISTORY 01^ SPAtll« in 



0^ 1 e \ -^^^.j »»-»>♦♦-* 






■♦' 



qHl^r the Sigbtk, 



^ • » « 



Aiceffi^n of Piter ^ furnami the Cruel.'— /!ftV pwrflif 
imd ^arhafity.'-^Hi is dtthtonei hy his balf-brdthtr 
Henty^ c^knt of TraifJhmare.^^Hi is re/oreJ iy 
Edward^ the Slack Prinee.^^^Is s Jiconi time 4t* 
featid by Henrys and put to deatk.-^Riign of 
Henry the fecond.^^Is fuueedid hy hisfoH Johm.-^ 
Pretenfions of John to the crown ofPortugaL^^ 
His defeat at Mjubarrota.^^Mahes peaco wUh Por^ 
tu^al and England.-^FeUcity of his general 4idms^ 
mjliration. — Account of his daaihj'^His infant fbn 
Henry the third is acknowledged king^'—DiJenJons 
ef the noiility.'^Henry affumes the government at 
thirteen. — His vigorous condn9.'^Meditates the 
• expulfion of the Moors from ^ain^^^His deatk^^ 
Integrity of his brother Ferdinand.-^John tbefi^ 
cond is proclaimed. — H^tfe adnriniftrasion of Fer£^ 
nand.-^He is chofen king of Portugal.-'^oenpeti^ 
tionfor the regency of CaJlilU^-^Long atUdifa^ 
irons reign of John. — Revolt of his Jen, the primn 
ofAfiurias. — Execution of his favourite, Mvaroii 
Luna. — He dies, and is fucceeded by bis fin Hemj 
the fourth, furnamed the Impotent.— i/ij mar^ 
ria^ewith theprincefs of PortugaK^^She is deli^ 

vered 
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vered of a daughter. — The nobility refufe to ac^^ 
knowledge the child as the kin^^s.^^Fbrmidable con* 
federacy againfi Henry r^He is folemnly depofed at 

4 

Avilai-^and his brother Alfonfo proclaimed.--^ 
-Death of Alfonfo.'-^Treaty between Henry and his 
nobles. — The king acknowledges hisjijler Ifabella^ 
his fuccejfor, in prejudice to the princefs Joanna.^^^ 
^0fii ' Marriage of Ifabella with Ferdinand the king of 
Sicily f andfon of the king of Arragon.-^Death of 
Henry*^-^ Ferdinand and Ifabella are proclaimed.'-^ 
The king of Portugal claims the crown in right of 
Joanna.-^He is defeated at Toro. — Deaih of the 
king of Arragon.^^ Ferdinand unites the crowns of 
CafiiUe and Arragon. 



A. D. X350. When Peter, whole fanguinary 
'^ ^* manners affixed to him the furnamc 
of Cruel, was acknowledged king of Caftillc, the 
memory of his father had prejudiced in his fa- 
vour, the minds of his fubjefts. The haughty 
fpirits of the nobility had been awed, the power 
of the Moors bad been broken ; though the fiege 
of Gibraltar was abandoned, the national honour 
was prefetved ; it was to difeafe that the aflail* 
ants yielded ; they retired flowly and in order ; 
and their enemies were content to obferve,witbout 
attemping to moleft their retreat. 

But 
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But the fair profpefts of ! tranquillity and prof- 
perity were foon cloud(cd by tl^e pa0ions of Peter 
himself, and tbofe of his mother; as the conCort 
of Alfonfo^ the patience and moderation of Maria 
had been the theme of general praife ; as his wi- 
dow^ her vindi£live fpirit was the iburce of de* 
itrudion to her fon; (he gave a looie tq feouile 
refentment; and her rival Donna Leonora dc 
-<juzqian was the unfortunate vi&im thiit (he 
claimed. 

Though from the battle of Salfado, Alfonfo 
bad renounced all amorous commerce. with the 
beautiful Leonora^ yet he had not been inattqn*' 
tive to her future fafety or intereft* He had 
aiCgned the town of Medina Sidonia.for her re- 
treat; had (lengthened it with new fortifica- 
tions ; and had provided it with a numerous and 
faithful garrifon, commanded by the gallant 
Alonzo Cardonel. Four fons^ the fruits of her 
illicit interviews with the king^ had attained to 
manhood ; and if the imbecility of Sancho al*- 
lowed her not to repofe her confidence on the 
eldeft) ihe mud have obferved with pleafure that 
the enterprijQng temper of the fecondj, Henry, 
count of Tranftamare, was fupported by the £ra» 
ternal afiedion of .his brothers Ferdinand an^ 
Tello. 

By her own feelings it is probable that Doona 
Leonora judged of the intentions of the queen 

dowager ; 
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dowifef ; and on the firft intellifnce of th€ 
death of Alfoofo^ ihe ibughc refuge within the 
walls of Medina Sidooia i to that eiry gratjiude 
tir amUtioa induced ieveral of the moft illuftrt^ 
ous Caftiltant to repair } and though in the coo* 
tcft with the power of the crown^ Leonora aod 
her adherents would probably have been over^ 
whelmed^ yet their refiftance would not havw 
been inglorious, and in their deaths they ou^t 
at leaft have enjoyed the fatis&ftion <^ revenge. 

While Peter contempUted with contempt the 
virtues of his father, he was impatient to emuhtfe 
his crimes* The fame arts which had been ex* 
erted to achieve the deftrudion of Don Juan th^ 
Deformed, were praAifed to accompltfli the ruin 
of Leonora. By the mod folemn profeffiona of 
lafety and regard, Ihe was prevailed upon to quit 
the fortifications of Medina Sidonia i but ihe had 
fcaroe entered Seville before ihe found herfelf a 
prifoner. Her fon, the count of Tranftamare, 
who by his marriage with the daughter of Don 
Emanuel had excited the jealoufy of the king, 
by a timely flight to Portugal efcaped the or* 
ders that had been iflued to arreft him ; but 
his brothers, Ferdinand and Tello, were fttil re- 
ceived with marks of efteem ; and while Peter 
declared himfelf incapable of proteding Leosora 
ftom the juft vengeance of his mother, he was 
IibesBl in. his proteftations of future regard and 

lundnefii to her children* 

At 
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At Talavera, the palace of the queen dowager 
^mf» )K>llttted'with the execution of her unhappy 
tbral. But the refentment of Maria was not per- 
petuated to the offspring of the hated Leonora t 
and her counfels joined 'with thofe of the king of 
Poctu^ in. urging a reconciliation with the count 
©f Traoftamare ; Peter confented with reluftance, 
and probably with little fincerity; and Henry 
4:ould but HI confide in the profeffions of a court 
that was ilained with the blood of his mother; 

The iirft fanguinary exertion of the royal 
power might be afcribed to the influence of the 
queen mother ; but it was not long before Peter 
aiierted the independent prerogative of guilt. 
Rapacious and bloody, he confidered the trea«- 
fures and lives of his rubje<fts as intended for hik 
fole ufe ; and the peitinacity with which they de- 
fended the former, was often punifhed by the pro* 
fcription of the latter. Yet while the great Vrere 
fatisfied, the clamours of the multitude were dif* 
regarded ; and it was not until a fatal pafSon 
armed the tyrant againft his own family, that the 
public. indignation was fiipported and guided by 
the moft illuftrious nobles of Caftille. 

The birth of Donna Maria Padiila was rather 
decent than fplendid ; and her anceflors, in a life * 
of obficure- virtue, had either declined, or been - 
excluded from the honours of the date. But na» 
ture^had imparted every qualification to atone for * 

VOL. !• ' Z - - - - •^- the 
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the deficiency of rank and fortune j her form w^s 
fmall but elegant ; her features delictte and expref* 
five ; and her countenance wai animated by a mind 
and fpirit formed to excite admiration and com* 
mand refped* Her fituation of co^mpanion to the 
wife of Don Juan de Albuquerqtfe, the king's fa- 
vourite^ bad expofcd her to the light of Peter ; and 
the eyes of that monarch fufficiently revealed the 
emotions that her charms had occafioned* It is 
fcidom that a favourite is ik>w in difcermng the 
inclinations of his mailer ; and Don Juan de Al- 
buquerque exulted in a connexion which he 
flattered bimfelf would fecure his own authority 
over his fovereign. An interview was contrived 
at Sahagan ; and that paffion which the beauty of 
Donna PadiUa had infpired, was confirmed by her 
wit ; yet ihe refufed eafily to yield to the ardour 
of her royal lover ; a private marriage reconciled 
the feruples of the lady ; and it was as her hu£> 
band that Peter afcended her bed. 

At the moment that the king was riodng in 
the embraces of Donna Padilla, his mother had 
been engaged m negociating an alliance for him 
with Blanch^ thp filler of the queen of France. 
The propofal had been accepted by the court o£ 
Paris; it was ratified by Peter; his authority 
impofed filence on Donna PadiUa; and he had 
fcarce bellowed his hand on the latter^ befbne fat 
publicly celebrated with royal magnifictaice his 
nuptials with Blanch« 

If 
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If Peter con'defcended to facrifice for a moment 
to policy, he foon returned to pour out his vows 
\on the altar of love. The influence which Donna 
Padilla had acquired over him, in a fupcrftitious 
age was confidcrcd as the effeft of magic; but 
we heed not have recourfe to fupernatural caufos 
td account for the dominion of wit and beauty 
over a youthful and ardent rrilnd. And it is pro- 
bable that the afccnda'ncy of the fair was cfta* 
blilhed by a prudent filence at the tranficnt infi- 
delities of her royal admirer. Her relations werd 
advanced to the highcft polls of honour and 
truft; the grand-mafterfliips of St. James and 
Calatrava were transferred by violence to her 
brothers ; and Don Juan de Albuquerque found 
their rifing power overfhadow his own. He con^ 
cealed ndt entirely his difcontcnt ; his murmurs 
had reathed the ear of his king ; the dark and 
daring fpirit of Peter was unrellraincd by ihi 
remembrancfc of former regard, or the dread of 
Immediate infamy. At an interview which he 
propofed for their reconciliation, he planned the 
murdet of Don Juan and his principal adherents ; 
but his intentions were fufpefted or his defign 
brtrayed, and Don Judn fought a refuge from 
his cruelty in the court of Liftjon. 

Above fear orfhame, from the momcrit that thh 
king of CalliHe was' abandoned by his former 
ftvourite, his reign prefcnts an headlong career 

Z a of 
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of oppreffion^ rapacity, and fangutnary caprictf« 
The unfortunate Blanch was by his orders im« 
mured in a prifon ; an obfequious council of bi* 
ihops pronounced a venal fentence of divorce; 
and Peter, at the foot of the altar, received in io* 
Icmn pomp the hand of Donna Joanna, the wt* 
dow of Don Diego de Haro, and the fifter of Don 
Ferdinand de Caftro. The reign of Joanna was 
not longer than that of Blanch ; in a few months 
(he was repudiated with contempt; and was 
doomed to deplore in folitude the unhappy efieft 
of her channs, which had expofed her to the de- 
fires of the licentious tyrant. 

The pride of the houfe of Caftro was wounded 
by the ignominious treatment of Donna Joanna ; 
Henry, count of Tranftamare, with his brothers 
Frederic and 'tello, could not truft to the pro* 
feffions of a prince whofe hands were ftained with 
the blood of their mother ; Don Juan de Albu- 
querque panted to revenge himfelf on the family 
of Padilla ; and the queen mother deplored the 
injuries of Blanch, who had entered Spain under 
her aufpices. A fccret confederacy was formed ; 
all former enmities were buried in oblivion ; and 
the fons of Leonora, and her perfecutrefs Marift'i 
were embarked in the fame enterprife^ 

From Burgos, Blanch had been removed a pri- 
foner to Toledo; even the tyrant could not rc- 
fufc, or did not diftruft her requeft to offer up 

her 
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her devotions in the cathedral of that city ; ihe 
entered the holy walls, availed herfelf of theh 
privileged fandtity, and declared her refolution 
never to quit them. The inhabitants of Toledo 
were inflamed, by her misfortunes, and their own 
piety ; they arofe by thoufands, and expelled the 
royal guards ; the news of their revolt was 
quickly conveyed to the count of Tranftamare ; 
he prefented himfelf with his afibciates at the 
gates, and was received amidft the acclamations 
of the multitude. 

Toro, on the banks of the Duero, followed 
the example of Toledo ; and the power of the 
party became fo formidable, as compelled Peter 
to defcend to the language of negociarion ; an 
jnrerview was appointed at Toro ; and while the 
public hours of the king were apparently occu- 
pied in liftening to the grievances of the confe- 
derates, his private moments were employed in 
diflblving the league by an artful application to 
the paffions or interefls of each individual. Se- 
veral of the moft ponfiderable lords profeffed 
their inclinations to return to their duty ; with 
greater conftancy Don Juan de Albuquerc^ue ad- 
hered to the caufe he had efpoufed ; his fudder> 
death was attributed to poifon ; and in the mo- 
ment of difmay the king efcaped from Toro to 
f he walls of Segovia. 

In that city the royal ftandard was ereded, 

Z 3 ^\A 
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and a numerous army was afleinbled ; and thcHIg^ 
Feter was repulfed by the prudence and valpur 
of the count of Tranilamare in an attempt oa 
Toro^ he moved with a fairer profpedt of fuc- 
c^fs towards Toledo* In his march he proclaiix)-* 
cd his intention of recalling Blanch to bis bed 
and throne ; he was oytftripped by the ^eal and 
alacrity of Henry, who had already eiitered To- 
ledo, and exhorted the citizens to a vigorous re* 
fiftance ; but compa0ion to Blanch had firfl excited 
them to arms ; they either feared the refentment 
or believed the profeffions of the king, ^nd de- 
termi{ied Co open their gates; yet before their 
furrender, Henry had the addrefs to eflfedt his cf- 
Capc, and with thei royal treafure gained the 
friendly walls of Talavera, which were devQtc<jl 
to the will of the queen mother* 

Tloe inhabitants of Toledo had foon reafon tgt 
repent of t^ieir credulity ; every condition wa?^ 
violated by the tyrant ; twenty-two of the prin- 
cipal citizens were executed in his prefence; an4 
the vnhappy Blanch was committed a clofc pri* 
foner to the tower of Siguenca. 

The fiege of Toro was again formed ^ the walls 
were Oi^ken; and the ill\i(lrious chiefs of tb^ 
confederacy efcaped from its tottering towers 
to behold themfelves inverted in the fortrefs of 
the Alcazal. Maria became an humble but fruit* 
lefs (upplian; tg he^ inexorable fon for the pro- 
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fnife of life td herfelf and her adhertfhts. 8h4 
was compelled to truft to his n!i6rcy j and thougH 
fee refrained from parricide, the agony of death 
mtift have been flight in comparifon to her emo- 
tioiis on witneffing the execution of her moft 
faithful friends. The confort of Henry was a* . 
mong his captives; but the fears or policy of 
Peter prevailed above his thlrft of blood and re- 
venge ; and the freefdom of her hufband was the? 
fefety of Joanna. 

On the furrender of Toro, the count of Tranf- 
tamare had quitted Cafiiiie, croffed the Pyrenees^ 
tnd Qieltered himfelf in the court of France ; 
from this retreat he was fummoned by the intet-' 

Kgence of a rupture between the crowns of Caf-f 

♦ 

fille and Arragon ; he offered his wrongs and 
bis fword to the king of Arragon ; waged a fuc* 
cefsful war on the frontiers again ft the tyrant j 
recovered by the pious fraud of a domeftic his' 
confort Joanna; and when peace wasreefkablifh* 
ed between the rival kingdoms^ regained his foiv* 
mer afylum at Paris* 

Could Peter have moderated his own paffions^ 
he might have difregardcd the enterprifes of his 
&gitivc brother ; but no virtue appears to have 
found place within his bofom, and his reign was 
one continued feries of cruelty, of perfidy, and 
Oppr^flion* After the redudion of Toro, his 
.brothers, Frederick and. Tello, had con fen ted to 

Z4 live 
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live in peace under his autharlty; the former 
was aflaflinated in the hall of audience in Seville^ 
the latter on board a fmall bark was faved by a 
itorna from the purfuit of the fanguinary tyrai4:> 
Don Juan of Arragon was tlie kinfman, and 
had a^ed as the minifter of Peter ; he prefumed 
to claim th^ reward of his fervic^s^; and he wa3 
{tabbed as he preferred his requed. The guil( 
of his aunt Leonora was her pity for Qlanch, and 
the cup of poifon which Ihe fwfl,llowed was pre.- 
pared by the command of Peter* Wealth, vir- 
tue, or noble birth were equally fatal to tlieii> 
poflefTors; the finances of Caftille had been .in* 
trufted to a Jew of the name of Levi ; the hcrefy 
of the rpyal treafurer might have been over- 
looked^ but. his riches coy]d not be pardoned ; 
the warrant for his death was iign^d ; he expired 
on the rack ; the tyrant boafted of the wealth he 
9Xtorted by his murder ; and only lamented that 
his torments had Ihortened his life before he had 
tipie to rcyeal the whole of his treafure. 

The unfortunate Blanch herfelf, without friends 
prrefburces, might have hoped in prifon to have 
Ipeen coniidered no longer as an object of jea- 
loufy. But the injuftice of the tyrant wns re- 
proached by the exiftence of the ^onfort he 
bad injured ; ihe was removed to the fortrefs of 
yiercs ; and the governor was informed that her 
deatl^ was the moll acceptably fcrvice he could 

ren- 
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render to his fovereign. He turned with dlfdaln 
from the propofal ; but every defcription of ruf* 
fians hid been Qherifhed and multiplied under 
the reign of Peter; a ready mtnifter of his 
barbarous will was foon found ; and the potion 
that was adminiftered to Blanch for the reftora* 
tion of her health, was too fatal in its effects to 
leave a doubt of the hand that prefcribed it. 

Yet indifferent as Peter appeared to the fuffer-* 
ings of' his family and his fubjeAs, he was not 
totally divefted of the feelings of a man ; he 
could inflid death, but he could not protrat^ life; 
and the premature lofs of Donna Padilla tran* 
fiently avenged the miferies of his people; Caf* 
tille was far from participating in the forrows of 
her fovereign ; and fear alone reftrained in public 
that exultation which was inwardly indulged on 
the fate of the miftrefs. Yet the grief of the 
tyrant was tranfient ; affliction had not foftened 

* 

his heart, and every moment prefented fome new 
inftance of perfidy- and cruelty. 

Mohammed B^rbaroiTa had ufurped the crown 
of Granada ; while the prince whom he had dri- 
ven from the throne trembled within the fortifi<» 
cations of Rpnda for his fafcty. The domcftic 
enemies of Peter were crulhed, and he was inu 
patient to avail himfclf of the diflenfions of |hp 
MoQrs. The lull of fpoil fupplied the thirfl: of 
military fame ; and he lidened to the infidious 

intcU 
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intelligence that the wealthy and important city 
of Cadiz was defended by a feeble and negligent 
garrifon. To furprife^ it he detached the grand* 
mailer of Calatrava, and Don Henriquez, with one 
thoufand horfe and two thoufand foot. They ai> 
rived within iight of Cadiz without perceiving an 
enemy ; from that city a fmall body of cavalry xi^ 
fued as if to reconnoitre their march ; it was 
npidly followed by more nunoerous detach* 
ments ; and before the Chriflians could difcern 
their danger^ they were furrounded and over- 
whelmed ; the majority of the foldiers perilhed 
by the fword ; and the grand-mafter of Calatrava, 
Don Henriqucz, and the principal officers, were 
led captives to Granada. 

Mohammed Barbarofla felt the fears of an 
ufurper ; he knew the king of Caftille was impe* 
tuous and refentful; and that his own fubjeAf 
were 5ckle or difafleded. He was. unwilling to 
commit to the chance of war the thtx)ne he had 
obtained by fraud ; and to propitiate Peter, he 
difmifled his captives with magnificent prefents, 
an4 cxpreflions of friendfhip and refpeft. When 
he found this aft of generolity had* not difarmed 
the wrath of his haughty adverfary, he even de» 
termined to acknowledge himfelf the vaflal of 
(he crown of Caftille ; and he was invited to 
Seville to ratify the conditions of peace by the 
ceremony of l>omage. It is uncertain whether 

Peter, 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. 34^ 

Peter J in the cooamencement of the negociationy 
ipeditatedthe dark crime he perpetrated^ or whe^ 
ther he was Simulated by the gold and jewels 
that his royal gueft and his train imprudently 
difplayed ; but while Barbarofla fliared with 
confidence the banquet^ he was feized^ with the 
Moori^ nobles who had accompanied him, was 
mounted on an afs, expofed to the deriiion of the 
populace of Sevillcji and received his mortal 
wound from the hand of Peter himfelf ; his hea4 
was tranfmitted to Ronda ; and aflured the prince 
who^ he had dethroned, that he might re-ente^* 
in fecurity the capital from which he had be<;Q 
fo lately expelled. 

Whenever revenge and avarice fli^nbered, thet 
memory of Donna Padilla obtruded itfelf on the 
mind of Peter ; the beauty he had fo paffionr 
ately adored, was no more; but their mutual 
children were dill the objeA of his care. On^ 
fon and three daughters had been the fruits of 
their embraces ; and it was the eameft wifli of' 
Peter that the fceptre of Caftille might, ^fter hist 
death, defcend to the infant Alfopfo. In an af- 
fembly of the ilates which was held at Seville, 
he declared his previous marriage with Donna^ 
Padilla; three witneffcs were produced who fwore 
they were prefent at the ceremony ; whatever, 
might be the doubts of the affembly, they were 
pautious to fi^pprefs them ; the legal pretenfions 

of 
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•of Alfonfo were recognized ; and in cafe of \\l% 
death, Iris three fifters, according to the rights of 
primogeniture, were called to the fucceflSon of 
the crown. 

It was immediately after this council that Peter 
haftened to Soria to confer with an ally worthy of 
his confidence. The furname of Bad or IVtcked^ 
had been bellowed on Charles king of Navarre, 
and his charafter and conduft juftified the ap- 
pellation. He was defcendcd from the males of 
jhc blood royal of France; his mother wa^ 
daughter of Lewis Hutin ; and he had himfcif 
cfpoufed a daughter of king John, who was taken 
prifoner by the Englifti on the difaftrous field of 
Poiftiers. With regard to his peffonal qualities, 
he was courteous, affable, engaging, eloquent; full 
of infinuation and addrefs; inexhauftible in his rc- 
fourccs, and enterprifing in adtion. But thefe fplen- 
did accomplifhments were attended with ftich dc- 
fcfts as rendered them pernicious to his country, 
and even fatal to himfelf. He waa volatile, faith- 
left, revengeful, and malicious ; reftrained by no 
principle or duty; infatiable in his pretenfions; 
and whether fuccefsful or uhfortunate in one en* 
tcrprife, he immediately undertook another, in 
which he was never deterred from employing the 
moft criminal and diflionourable expedients. 

Yet prarftifed in and enamoured as Charles was 
of guilt, he confeffed a maftcr in the prefcncc of 

Peter j 
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iP^ter; the difcourfe of the latter was abrupt and 
pfilSioimte'; and his expreffioQs feemed only: lialf 
to reveal what his thoughts revolved. He dwelt 
with pleafure on the perfidious and inhumaa 
murder of the king of Granada ; he expatistted 
with violence on his hatred to the king of Arra* 
go0 ; and he demanded of Charles to enter into 
an ofTeniive league againft that monarch; the 
fate of BarbaroiTa was before the eyes of the 
king of Navarre ; he confented with alacrity to 
whatever was propofed ; and with the fame faci- 
lity violated every condition the moment that he 
had gained the ihelter of his own dominions. 

Though Peter foon perceived that he had been 
deceived by the king of Navarre, yet he com- 
menced and carried on the war againft Arragon 
with vigour. The death of the infant Alfonfo, 
though it clouded his views, did not fufpend the 
ardour of his preparations. The domeftic lofs 
he had fuftained was fupplied by the birth of a 
fon by another miftrefs} and his negociations 
were extended to the courts pf Granada and Por- 
tugal ; • but the n^eafure of his crimes was almoft 
full ; a general abhorrence of him had prevailed ; 
the fovereigns of Arragon and Navarre were 
combined againft him ; the count of Tranllamarc 
openly afpired to the throne ; and the policy and 
re&ntment . of the court of France combined in 
fupporting his pretenfions. 

The 
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The mofl fertile provinces of France had hetn 
defolated by the arms of the Englilh ; and after 
a long wari Charles the fifth had been reduced to 
fubfcribe a peace which ceded to the king of 
England the extenfive countries of Gtiienne, Poic- 
t0U| l^aintongei Perigorti the Limouflni 8tc. Bur 
his treaty with Edward did not immediately rc^ 
ftore the tranquillity of his kingdom } large bandy 
of martial adveriturers who had followed the En- 
gliih ftandard rcfufed to lay down their arms> 
and perfevcred in a life of military rapine* They 
regarded with contempt the cenfures of thef 
church i and they even rejected the authority of 
the king of England, who, enraged at their info* 
lence, offered to crofs the Teas to chaftife them^ 
But Charles was not defirous of the prefence of 
fo formidable an ally } he was content with cooly 
declining the propofal } and adding, that he 
himfelf had condeived a proje£t which would de* 
liver him from thofe dangerous inmates. 

It was at this critical moment that Henry/ 

count ofTranftamarci renewed his folicitations to 

the court of France, already inflamed againft 

Peter on account of the murder of Blanch de 

Bourbon ; and Charles determined to employ thtf 

daring bands of the companions to the deftrue* 

tion of the tyrant. He imparted the deiign to 

, Bertrand du Guefclin, a gentleman of Brittany^ 

I and one of the moil accomplifhed charaAers of 

I the 
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the age. The abilicies of du Guefclin were the 
tncans of £scuring thefe adventurers. He re*^ 
monftrated to the leaders, by many of whom ht 
was already beloved as the former afibciatc of" 
their toils and dangers, on the ignominy of their 
lives, and the dilhonourable fubfiftence which 
they drew from plunder and rapine. To the plea 
of neceflity, he oppofed an honourable expeditioa 
which promifed equal advantages with their pre^ 
fent licentious incurfions ; the chiefs of the com^ 
panions, fo high was their confidence in his hoM 
nour, confented to follow his flandard, though 
ignorant of the enterprife he meditated ; and tho 
fingle ftipulation they required was, that they 
ihould not be led againft the prince of Walesj 
who in the name of his father governed the pro^ 
vinces of France which had been ceded by the 
late treaty. The filenc acquiefcence, if not thtf 
open concurrence of Edward was obtained ; and 
Charles contributed what little he could fpare 
from his ilender revenues^ to haften and complete 
the preparations. 

Du Guefclin joined the martial band at Chalonft 
on the Soane ; and probably defcended that river' 
and the Rhone to Avignon, the reiidence of a Ro-^ 
manpontiff. From Innocent the iixth he demand- 
ed, fword in hand, an abfolution for his foldicrs^ 
and the fum of two hundred thoufand livres. The 
firlt coft nothing, and was inftantly granted ; but 

the 
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the fcccind rcqucd was received With beiitittotti 
When complied with^ the pious fucceiibr of St4 
Peter excot ted the money from the inhabitants 6f 
Avignon ; but the generous du Guefcltn refufed 
to trample on the opprcfTed ; ** It is not my pur^* 
•* pofe,'* cried the humane warrior, " to injure 
^* thofe innocent people ; the pope and his car* 
^^ dinals thimfdves can well fpare me the funi 
*' I require, from their own hands. This money 
" I infift muft be rcftorcd to the owners ; and 
^' Ihould they be defrauded of it, I Ihall rpyfelf 
" return from the other fide the Pyrenees, and 
** oblige you to make them reftitution." Th€ 
pope fubmicted to the percrtiptory hnguage of du 
GuefcUn ; and the fuccefs of his firft negociatbn 
was rivalled by that of hh arms. 

It was with terror that Peter received the intel- 
ligence of the rapid approach of Henry at the liead 
of troops long celebrated for their valour, and ac- 
companied by a general whofe military ikill was 
deemed fecond to none. Yet his throne was ap« 
parently defended by a gallant nobility and a nu^ 
merous army ; but he juftly diftrufted the loyalty 
of both ; and though he was ftrongly folicited 
to remain at Burgos, and rely on their fklelity for 
the defence of his capital, he embraced the lefs 
glorious, but more fccure expedient of a preci^ 
pitate retreat to Seville ; and thence, after pof« 
feffing himfelf of the treafures he had amafled 

in 
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in that cky he continued his flight ta the fron- 
tiers 0f FortugaU 

The count of Tranftamare was received in 

« 

Caftille^ with the tranfport which might natu- 
rally be expeded from a people who had long 
groaned wider the yoke of a relentlefs tyrant, 
and were eager to teftify their gratitude to their 
deliverer* Burgos open her gates ; and the no- 
bles who had fo lately been lavifli in their pro* 

• 

teftatjons to Peter, haftened to acknowledge the 
authority of his vi&orious brother ; the crown 
was placed on his head with holy pomp by the 
archbiihop of Toledo ; the example of the capi- 
tal determined the pravinces; the adherents of 
the tyrant were only anxious for their perfonal 
fafety ; and the martial followers of Henry might 
complain that no opportunity was allowed them 
to difplay their valour. 

Yet if they were defrauded of the glory they 
had anticipated by the flight of Peter, they were 
amply recompenfed for the march they had un- 
dertaken by the generofity of Henry. The royal 
treafures which that prince found in Burgos he 
immediately divided among the companions ; nor 
Were the fuptrior merits of du Guefclin negledted ; 
and the rich lordihip of Molina, befides a con- 
^ fiderable fum of money, was allotted a& the re^' 
. ward of his fer vices. 

While the vi&ors divided the riches he had 
VOL. u A a extorted 
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extorted from his dpprcfle3 flibjiefts, the ftigitive 
Peter revolved the means by which he could 
^hope to regain his throne ; frorti 'Portugal he had 
ventured to prefent himfclf in'Oallicia ; but the 
upproach of Henry, and the unfavourable dif^o* 
iition of the inhabitlants, induced him to retire j 
withSvhat he had jireferved of his wealth he em- 
barked at Corunna;'th^tigh ct6fely purfued he 
gained ]Bay6nne ; and entered a fuppliatit the 
court of the prince of 'Wales. 

Edward, who from the colour of ' his armour 
was furnamcd the filadk Prince, and' who ruled 
over Aquitaine with the power and pomp of a 
fovereign, was not more dillinguiflied for his high 
courage and military talents, than fbr his gene- 
rofity, humanity, and affability; 'he had early 
'encouraged the* enterprife igafnft 'Peter ; but 
the appearance of that m^bAarch fcems to have 
'changed his fcntiments. Whether heivas tnoved 
by the gcnerofity of fupportirig a dfftreffed ptince, 
'arid thou^Ht,as is biit^too'ufual athong'fevc- 
reigjns, that the rights 'of the pfcopJe'wdre a mat- 
ter of much Icfs cohfldcrari6n;^or* dreaded 'the 
' adquifition of fa powerfjil a confc^dcrate tO' Prance 
•as the new king of Gaftille ; or what is teoft-pro- 
bkblfe, inflamed bythethirft of fame, and im- 
patient of reft and cafe, was dtfirous of an op- 
portunity for exerting thofe abilities in war by 
' which he had already acquired fo much reriown, 

be 
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he promiffd his al^ftance to the royal fuppllant j 
und having, obtained the. confent of his father^ he 
levied ^ A gieat army^ and fet out on the enter- 
prife; he was accompanied by his younger bro- 
tker John of Gaunt, lately created duke of Lan- 
.caft^r ; and Chandos, who bore among the Englifh 
the iame chara&er as du Guefclin among the 
French, commanded under htm. 

Each of the rivals was defirous of engaging in 
his intereft the king of Navarre ; and Charles^ 
viixh his ufual perfidy, negociated with and de- 
x:etved both* He figned a treaty with Henry, by 
which in return for Logrono, and iixty thoufand 
piftoles, he engaged to oppofe the march of the 
confederates ; and in a few days after on the pro- 
.mife of the ftrong and important town of Vido« 
.ria on the frontiers of Navarre, he entered into 
an allwnce with Peter, and aflured him of a free 
paflage (bropgh his dominions for himfelif and 
his auxtliaries* To preferve appearances with 
Uwry^ he fuifercd himfelf to be furprifed by .a 
knight of the name of Mauny, and conveyed a 
prifoaer to the caftle of Cherburgh in Normandy, 

■ 

wibile Peter and the prince of Wales purfued their 
courfe through Navarre without moleftation. 

The firft blow which Edward gave to Henry, 
was .the, recalling of the companions from hisfer- ' 
viqe i and fuch was their reverence for the prince 
of WalflSj .that the msyority immediately inlifted 
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irndcr his banners. Henry howcVcr, beloved by 
his new fubjefts, and fupporced by the king of 
Arragoil and others of his neighbours^ was able 
to meet the enemy with an army of one hundred 
thdufahd men ; forces three times more numerous 
than thofe which were commanded by Edward. 
t)u Guefclln advifcd him to delay any deciHve ac- 
tionp, and his counfel was fupported by the mod 
experienced officers ; and to content himfelf with 
haraffing and cutting off the provifions of his 
antagonift, who in the open field had hitherto 
always proved vidldrious; but Henry confided 
too much in his fuperior numbers ; he was fenfi- 
ble that his reputation mud fuffer in a defenfive 
war ; and he pfobably dreaded left the intrigues 
of his brother might be extended to his camp. 
The plain which furrounds Najara afforded an 
am'ple theatre to the rival armies ; the forces of 
Henry were permitted to pafs a river in their 
front ; but they were fcarce formed on the op- 
' pofite bank when they were charged by their ene- 
mies; their ' reiiftatice was far from obftinate; 
'and in lefs. than an hour the immenfe hoft was 
totally difperfed. On the fide of the Engliih, 
Only four knights and forty private men pe- 
rilhed ; but of the Caftilians thoufands fell by 
the fword, or were overwhelmed in the river ; 
du Guefclirt was taken prifoner ; and Henry him- 
felf, with a few of his officers of rank efcapcd 
with difiiculty the purfuit of the viftors. 

The 
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The vanqutihed prince. re pofed a few dAys in: 
the territories of Arragon, b\)C he diftrufted the* 
£aith of that monarchy and fought a more fecure' 
afylum within the limits of France, while bis 
viftorious competitor was received into Bu)*goSy 
and once more bchcld'Caftille fubjed to his fury»' 
Even on the field of battle he was with difficultj- 
reftraihed by the generous Edward from fatiating 
bis revenge by the maflacre of his captives ; and 
his entrance into his capital would have been 
itained with the blood of his principal nobility, 
had they not been faved from his malignant rage 
by the fame powerful mediation ; yet the fatis* 
faftion which the prince of Wales experienced 
from the fuccefs of this perilous enterprife, was 
foon alloyed by the ingratitude and treachery of 
the tyrant he had reftored ; Peter refufcd the tct 
compeofe he had promifed to the Engliih forces; 
and Edward, after a fruitjefs expoftulation, return-* 
ed to Guienpe wjth his ariny diipinifhed, and his 
own conftitution fatally impaired by the heat of 
the climate. 

His retreat releafed Peter from the awe which 
his prcfence had impofed, A feverc inquiiition was 
made into the guilt of his fubjedts i and the moft 
diftant connection with the party of Henry was 
attended by confifcation or deaths His ferocious 
temper had been heightened by his former exile, 
Bpd his prefent profperity ; s^nd he confidered and 
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treated his people as vanquished rebels* Even 
the more helplefs fex was included in his thirft of 
blood ; and feveral of the moft illufbrious ladies 
of Caftille were the viftims to his cruelty, 

While Peter abufed lus profperity, Ac fugi- 
tive Henry endeavoured to awaken the com^ 
paf&on of the princes of Europe in his caufe^ 
He was received at Avignon with refpeA by the 
Roman pontifF| Urban the fifths who afFeAed to 
believe the marriage of his mother Leonora dc 
Guzman with Alfonfo the eleventh, pronounced 
him free from the (lain of illc^itimacyj and dift 
miffed him with his benedlAion^ and the more 
acceptable prefent of a confiderable fum of mo* 
ney ; the count of Foix Ajffered him to levy 
forces within hn territories ; but his chief reKu 
ance was on the king of France, Charles was 
not dcttrrcJ by the late reverfe of fortune which 
his ally had experienced, from hoping a more 
aufpicious event. The barbarities of Peter had 
increafcd his confidejice in the caufe of Henry ; 
he furnilhed the latter with whatever pecuniary 
aid he could fpare ; he paid the ranfom of du 
Gucfclin ; and the name of that chief was itfelf 
an hoft. Henry again paiTed the Pyrenees, and 
he had fcarce unfurled his flandard within the li- 
mits of Caftille, before the dcteftation of Peter 
fwelled his martial train to a numerous army; h$ 
formed the fiege of Toledo ; and only aba^ndoned 

tl^c 
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the enterprifp to me^t his brother ip the^ Rl«^^f : 
of MoAtjal. . . 

The city oC Cordova h^d bf ^ 4riyen by. ih« 
rapacity apd cr,uclty of the tyr»nt into revolt i in, 
coDJun^on with hU ally the Ung of Qr»p4i4ay 
Peter invefted the wall9| and urged hi$ attack^) 
with vigQur ; but the fftintiqg fpirits of the citi- 
zens were rekindled by the reproaches qf their 
ivivesi who avowed their refolution to, periih ia. 
the dfimes, fooner thfin fiibmit to. the royal Hi* 
vage ; their dcfpair prevailed ; and the a^ailants 
were CQoip^Ued to retire from a city they had al«* 
ready entqred ; the retreat of Peter vrM quickened 
by the iixtelligence that J^nry had p^ffpX x\a 
Pyrer^ees and menaped Toledo* IrSs confidenco 
yraa ii>/pired by a review of the for^pes of Caftille 
and Granada) which ftitl profeifed. their loyalty qi; 
fidelity ; his ippetuous mind ill-bropked del^y ; 
he ru(hed. forwards to chaftife the ralh intruder, s 
^t a fmf^ll diflaoce from Toledo he defcrled the 
enfigns of his rival, and in the plaiiva of lylontiiitl 
hjt pitched his l«ft can^p. 

The pretex\rions of the competitort admitted 
not of cctmprotoiiiei and their claims were re£erf 
red to the di^cifioa of the fwocd ; la thp tumult 
of battle Peter difpUyed a courage not unworthy 
of hie aneeijipts { but his fgldiers fought coldly 
in his ca^fe ;> wd the troops of Granada felt 
thepj^elves bu( Uttle interefted in the quarrels 
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they fled ; and their example was foon followed 
by. the Caftilians ; the horfe of Peter bore hint 
from th6 carnage ; and the fortiBcations of Mon- 
tifll checked the immediate purftik of the vidors. 
• Impatient to e^abliih his throne by the death 
of his brother, Henry from the field of battle 
advanced to, and invefted the caftie of Montial ; 
firong 'lines lines of circumvallation were drawn 
around it;' and every hour increafed the difficulty 
of efcape, and diminilhed the means of refift* 
ance. Peter beheld with terror the approach of 
that death which he had fo often wantonly in- 
Aided ; he endeavoured to corrupt the fidelity of 
Bertrand dii Guefclin ; and be offered an im- 
menfe- fum to pafs in the night through the 
quarter where the latter commanded. He was 
allured to an interview; but in the tent of du 
Guefclin inftead of a confederate he found a ri- 

* 

val ; the negociation had been communicated to 
Henry, who ilood ready to receive his deftined 
viAim ; fome moments of ungrateful refpite were 
allowed to reproach ; but the- remembrance of 
Leonora Ihortened the fufpenfe of Peter ; and the 
dagger of Henry was buried in his bofom, 
A. D. 1369, The reign and fall of a tyrant has 
>379' too long occupied our attention ; the 
claims of his pofterity were feebly fupported by 
the duke of Lancafter, the fon of Edward of 
England, who had married the eldeft daughter of 

Peter ; 



HISTORY OF SPAIN. 



361 



Peter ; Tbledo opened her gates to Henry ; and 
his authority was fanftioned by the unanimous 
fuffrages of the dates- general. But the turbulence 
of the times fufFered him not to enjoy his crown- 
in peace ; and during the ten years that he reign- 
ed, he was fucceffively attacked by the forces of 
England and Granada, of Portugal, Arragon, and' 
Navarre; in defending his dominiops he dif-' 
played the fame addrefs and valour as he had 
fliewn in acquiring them; by negociation or 
force he evaded or repelled the attempts of his 
enemies ; and CaftiVlc looked forwards to the rod- 
tacnt of general tranquillity, when the profpeft' 
was clouded by the premature fate of Henry ; his 
death in the forty-fixth year of his age was af- 
cribed to poifon ; the public fufpicion fell oh the 
Icing of Granada, who in the formidable prepa- 
rations of Henry, was fuppofed to dread the total 
fubvcrfion of the Mootiih power in Spain ; and 
the venom was reported to have been conveyed 
in a pair of bufkins which had been fent by that 
monarch as a prefent to the king of Caftille ; the 
account ferves only to expofe the ignorance of 
the age; vind the indifpofition which brought 
Henry to the grave, may more probably be attri- 
buted to inceflant toil and anxiety. 

His throne was immediately filled ^^^^^ 
by his fon John, a prince not unwor- '39o- 
jhy of his illuftrious father. In a war which he 

main- 
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maintained in defence of his dignity with Eog- 
hud and Portugal, he difplayed the fame pro* 
dence and fpirit* The death of his confort Leo* 
aora had left him a widower in the flovyjcr of his 
age ; and aa the firft condition of pe^ce he rea* 
dily Gonfented to receive the hand of Beatrix, the 
daughter of Ferdinand of Portugal. The treaty 
«aa favourable to John ; and it was (lipul.ated thai 
Us childrea by Beatrix fhould fucceed to the 
tluTMLC of Portugal on the death of Ferdinand. 
Tbat event was. not far diftant ; and two years af« 
tcr John had celebrated bis Cecond nuptials^ he 
was informed that his father-in law wa3 no more. 
He aflbrted the claim of his infant fon Henry ; 
fiut the Portuguefe dreaded his afcendaqcy ; their ' 
pride was wounded by the fear that their country 
inight fink into a province of Caitille ; and to tho 
pretenfions of that prince, they oppofed thofe of 
t namefake and kinfinan* John, to diftinguiih 
iwhom from bis coufin we iliall anaex the title,.of 
Portugal, was the half brother of the late king» 
and fon of Peter, by his celebrated miftrefs Agnes 
^ C^ro, The (lain of his birth was effaced by 
his fpleadid qualities ; and the afie&ions of the 
Portuguefe accompanied him to the field. Yet 
the commencemet>t of his reign was overc^ft with 
clouds ; the forces of Ca^ille penetrated to the 
mouth of the Tagus, and invefied the ancient city 

of Liibon, which boi^ its fabulous foundation 

from 
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from Ulyife^; a peftiltntial diftetnper which* broke 
out in the camp of the befiegers, compelled them 
to retire ; but with the return of fpring they were 
in arms again ; and the banners of C^ftUle were 
once more difplayed on the banki of the Tagus« 
The Portugoefe army confifted not of abovo 
twelve thoufand men ; but its pofition at Aljiibaii* 
rotta was naturally advantageous^ and) ftronglf 
fortified; the troops which marched under the 
king of Cailille were computed at thirty thouftnds, 
and their numbers infpired their royal leader witti 
fistal confidence. His ardour rejeded the faJ^etarf 
oouhfels of the French ambafiador^ wfaofe cj^p^ 
rtence was the refult of forty years fpent in war ; 
and without waiting to refrefti hts followctSj hO 
j^urred his horfe to the charge* His ithprudcncc 
was feverely punifbed ; the Cafililians were entan- 
gled in a morafs which protected the front of the 
Portuguefe; feveral thoufands, with many of 
their princijpal officers^ periihed; and the ku>% 
could not reproach the precipitate flight of the 
furvivors, fince he himfelf never ventured M ftep 
until he repofed within the fortificatioos of Sm* 
laren^ at the diftance of thirty miles ftxm the Aelcl 
of battle. 

The defeat of A^ubarotta extinguiihed the 
hopes of the king of Caiiilfe^ and aevived die ipi- 
ms of his enemies ; an hoftile* league waa negocH 
ate A and concluded between Portugal and Eng^ 

land : 
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land ; and the Duke of Lancaftfcr tvas eafiiy per<< 
fbaded ib arm in fupport of the claim which, he 
derived i^om his marriage with the eldoft: daugh- 
ter of Peter the Cruel. He laorded at Padron in 
Grallicia, with ttk army lefs remarkable for its 
numbers than its valour and dsicipline ; ^oa re^ 
ceivcd into Compoftella ; and fokmiily procktioi- 
ed king of Caflille. His rival dreaded to. encoun* 
ter that impetuous courage which bad fo lately 
proved fatal to France ; his mind was ftill im- 
prefled with the defeat of Aljubarotta; and he 
contented himfelf with adopting a lefs glorious^ 
though more certain plan of defence; he laid 
wafte the greateft part of Gallicia ; and as tho 
Engliih advanced^ they beheld on every iidc ft 
dreary and defolate country ; their ftrength was 
hnpaired by famine; and tranfported from the 
temperate ifland of Britain , they languillhed in the 
fultry climate of Spain. Yet John was far from 
relying on the dillrefs pf his adverfary; he was 
impatient to fecure his own^ and his fubjedts' 
tranquillity; and while the duke of Lancaftiec 
revolved the difficulties that furrounded himi he 
was Airprifed by the appearance of commiiTioners 
from the king of Caftille ; his ardent wifh had 
been to raife his daughter to that throne ; and he 
liflened with pieafure to the offer of fix hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold to reinxburfe the expence^ 
lie had incurred^ ^nd the propofal of a marriagqL 

l?etw?cn 
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between his daughter Catalinai and Henry the eld*» 
eft fon of John* The treaty with^Portugal yvas an 
immediate obfiacle ; the war and negodiatton was 
continued through a lecond year; but on the ex** 
piration of that term a peace was formally fub* 
fcribed ; the infattt Henry, though only in his 
tenth year, was contradled to the princefs Cata* 
lina, who had entered her fourteenth; and the 
title of Prince of Aufturias, which on this ocqa* 
iion was imparted to Henry, has evfer fince be*> 
come the diftin&ion of the cldeft fonof Spain. 

The fubjefts of the king of Portugal had ftart- 
ed to arms to maintain their independence ; but 
it was with reludancethey followed the fiandard 
of their monarch in the invafion of Caftille ; aftei? 
the treaty between the duke of Lancafter and 
John, their averfion to the continuance of hofti* 
lities increafed ; the war was confined to a few de« 
fultory enterprifes ; and the mutual wcaknefs of 
the rival nations recommended the doubtful ex- 
pedient of a truce. The interval of public re^ 
pofe was improved by John-; and however his 
people might have doubted his talents in.war^ 
they were loCid in their applaufe of his virtues in 
peace; their happinefs feemed the only objeftof 
his attention; and the fevere frugality who he 
pra£tifed himfelf, was tholburce of his liberality 
to his fubje£ts ; the taxes were diminiflied ; com- 
merce revived and agriculture flourilhed; but 

their 
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tille encouraged the infolence of her nei^hbourt ; 
"the language of the king of Portugal was arro- 
gant and hoftile ; and an irruption of the Moofs 
of Granada revealed their confidence in the intef- 
tine difcorU of the Chriftians ; yet Henry had not 
been an inattentive fpedtator of the intrigues 
Dvhich convulfcd his kingdom ; a vigorous mind 
animated a feeble frame ; and though he had not 
yet completed his thirteenth year, he determined 
to afTume the reins of government ; he was en- 
couraged in this refolution by an embafly from 
Charles the fixth, king of France, who allured 
him of his fupport ihould his nobility prefume to 
' oppofe his authority. At Madrid the ftates-ge« 
ncral were convened; and the firm tone of an 
inexperienced youth commanded their acquief- 
cence ; the council of regency was diflblvcd ; and 
the entire privilege of king was reiigned into the 
hands of Henry. 

The firft meafure of the youthful monarch was 
more grateful to the nation at large, than to his 
own family. The prudent conduft of his father 
was his example in the appropriation of the pub- 
lic wealth ; but the period of his minority had 
been abufed ; and an interefted regency had al- 
lotted large penfions to every perfon who was al- 
lied to the throne, Thefe hivifh grants Henry 
inftantly reclaimed; but he foftcned the rigour 
of the ftcp, by the promifc that when the affairs 

of 
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of Caftille would admit the expedient^ he (hould 
be ready to afford any fupport to the dignity of 
the royal fao^ily. It is feldom that individual^ 
can be prevarled upon to relinquilh their own for 
the public advantage ; and the relations of the 
king were the firft to oppofe his adminiftration ; 
the difalfeAion even gained the females of his 
blood ; and his court was deferted by the princes 
gnd princefles of the blood j at the fame time th^ 
duke of Benevent6^ the marquis of Villena^ and . 
the count of Tranflamare aiTembled their parti- 
Cans, and retired to their caftles. ' 

Before their deiigns could be matured, ot they 
could confederate in their rebellion, Henry, con-* 
fiding in the integrity of his own intentions, and 
the fidelity of his people in general, was in arms* 
Jealous of his reputation, he fufTered not thd 
archbilhop of Toledo to accompany him, left hid 
conduct might be afcribed to the counfels of that 
prelate. His vigour recalled the rebels'to a fenfc 
of their danger ; and the .marquis of Villena was 
the firft to implore and experience his clemency ; 
the haughty genuis of the duke of Beneventi was 
awed by his refolution ; he folicited peace, and 
obtained it ; but the tranfadtioh proclaimed the 
magtianimous fpirit of the king ; and he difmif- 
fcd the duke of Benevent6 to a fortrefs of his 
own, that he might there revolve the treaty he 
propofed to fign, and be excluded from any pre-* 

Vou I. B b t(;ncf 
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cetvce afterwi^rdsi, that his confent had been tXf^ 
toned. The interval of fufpenfe was dangerous 
to a mind that ilu£tuatcd between hope and fear; 
the duke hoped ftill to deceive his fovereign ; and 
though he renewed his intrigues with the count 
of Tranftamare, he hcficatcd not tp preftnc him* 
felf before the king at Burgos ; but his Heps had 
been clofely watched ; his correfpondence deted- 
ed ; and as he entered the court he was arretted^ 
and Tent prifoner to the caftle of Almadovar. 

Tlie count of Tranftamare was the laft of the 
confederates to return to his allegiance; deferted 
by his aflbciatesy he flood expofed to the wrath 
of his fovereign ; but vengeance was too bafe a 
paffion to find admiffion within the bofoni of 
Henry ; and no fooner did the count of ^Tranfta* 
mare proftrate himfelf at the feet of his king, than, 
bis pardon was fcaled ; yet when the honour of 
CaillUe required her monarch to ami, the vigour 
of His preparations anticipated the defigns of his 
enemies. Jn tlW hour of peace and confidence, 
' the Portugucfe had furprifed the (Irong town of 
Badajoz, which commands the banks of the Gua* 
Miana, But they were not fuffered long to .exule 
in their perfidy ; a formidable army was rapidl)r 
colIed:ed and moved beneath the condudfc of 
Henry himfelf; the fertile fields along the banks 
of the Tagus were laid wafte ; the naval fquadrons 
which had iiTucd from the port of Lifl>on were 

defeated^ 
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* defeated, and In pairt dcftroycd ; the pride o( the 
king of Portugal was humbled; he fued for 
peace; and the reftitution of Badajoz Was the 

* jpreliminary of a trude for ten years. 

* ' The fleet that had been fuccefsfully employed 
againft Portugal, on the fufpcnfion of hoftilities 
ivith that country was deftined by Henry to aft 
4gainft the rovers of Barbary. Thefe had over- 
fpread the narrow feas between the coafts of Spain 
and Africa; no laws nor treaties could reftrain 
their thirft of fpoil ; t'heir cruelty equalled their 
rapacity; and not only the wealth of the mer- 
chant became their prey, but the wretched crew 
who fell into their hands were often maflacred 
with cJircumftances of wanton barbarity. Their 
haunts were explored by the fquadrons of Caf- 
tiHe ; theit veflTels burnt ; and the town of Te- 
tuari, the rcpofitory of their plunder, bcfieged ; 
its walls were not long capable of refifting the 
ardour of the aflailants ; the lives of its inhabi- 
tants atoned for the injuries of the Caftilians ; and 
the vidtbrs were glutted with the treafures that 
had been accumulated during years of piratical 
adventure. 

Burfting from the narrow limits of Zagatai, the 
renown of Timour had extended from the eaft to 
the weft. He had fubdued or over-run Perfia, 
Tartary^ and India; in the plains of Anjora he 
had trampled under foot the ftrength of the Oc* 
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tomans^ and caft into chains the haughty fultan 
Bajazct ; it was while his mind was elated with 
his recent viAory, that he was faluted by the atn* 
balTadors of Henry ; the Mogul emperor was not 
infenfible to courtefy? a Tartarian envoy prefcnt- 
ed himfelf at Burgos; two Hungarian ladies 
who had been found among the captives of the 
vanquifhed fultan, were deemed by Tamerlane 
the moft acceptable prefent that he could offer to 
the king of Caftille; and to exprefs the farisfac- 
tion of Henry, a fccond cmbafly undertook the 
laborious pilgrimage to the camp of Tamerlane. 

The correfpondence between Henry and Ta- 
merlare, whofe dominions lay fo diftant, and 
whofe faiths were fo difcordant, mud have been 
rather prompted by vanity than policy; and at 
the time that the king of Caftille vi^d in afts of 
courtefy with the moft zealous of the Believers, 
be meditated the expuliion of the difciples of 
Mahomet from Spain. He beheld with indigna- 
tion the fertile fields which were watered by the 
Guadalquivir in the hands of the Moors; he cm- 
braced the opportunity which the predatory in- 
curfions of the king of Granada offered ; and thq 
vigour with which his preparations were carried 
on, inflamed the hopes of his fubjefts and (Iruck 
terror into his enemies. 

But the profpefts of vidory which the Caftili- 
ans had fondly indulged, were foon darkened. 

An 
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An aflembly of the Hates had been fummoned to' 
Toledo ; but the indifpofition of Henry fufFered 
him not to be prefent; and to his brother Ferdi- 
nand was affigned the care of opening to the de- 
puties the glorious profpe&s which their fove- 
reign revolved, A ftrift and honourable economy 
had replenilhed the public coffers ; a nrartial no- 
bility reftraiiied from domeftic feuds languiihed 
to exercife their valour againft the common ene« 
my; the propofal for war was received with 
ioud applaufe ; the expedition was fandioned by 
the holy approbation of the clergy; the whole 
force of Caftille would have been poured upon 
the ailonifhed infidels ; nor is it probable that the 
Moors of Granada, unfupported by the powers of 
Africa, could have withftood the fury of the tor- 
rent ; but while the ftates deliberated on the moil 
efficacious means of fupply, the plan was entirely 
difiblved; and Henry, whofe wifdom had con- 
certed it, and whofe experience alone could have 
executed it, had breathed his laft at Toro. His 
^nly fon.was ^ feeble infant of fourteen months 
old; and the Caftilians already anticipated the 
'evils with which the kingdom during a minority 
had been fo frequently afflided. 
' It was the obfervation of Henry, and it ought 
to be treafured in the mind of every prince, ** that 
^' he feared the curfes of his people more than 
^' the weapons of his enemies.*' Yet however 
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careful be was to guard againft the former by -% 
reign of moderation, when the dignity of tbo 
crown demanded, he knew how to punilh as well 
as to reward ; he ftudiouily reprefled the pride of 
the nobility, whofe ipflucnce when he afcended 
the throne over(hadowed the power of the (avc" 
reign ; and in a feditiun of the city of Seville, hei 
admoniihcd the multitude to dread the anger 
of their monarch ; one thoufand of the citi^os 
atoned for their guilt with their lives ; yet the 
inflances of fcvcrity which he adopted were rare j 
more ready to pardon than to chaftife, he was re- 
garded rather 4s the father than the kmg ; and his 
memory was embalmed by the tears of his people; 
his virtues were fuppofed to have haf^ened hia 
fate; and the confeffions of fome Jews were eager* 
ly received, who accuf(^ the king of Granada of 
having undermined by poifon the life of a prince 
whom he dreaded to encounter in the field. Yet; 
Heiuy's conftitutton had beea always d^Hcate; 
his diforder was tedious ; and the efft&. of flow 
poifoq I>4S been doubted if not refuted by 4 more 
enlightened age. • 

A. D. 1404, When the de^th of Henry was an* 
<450; nounced, 4 filent aftoniihment prevail*i 
^d through the afiembly of the ftates t it was 
broken by a voice that propofed, inftead of adk 
mitting the fucceffion of a feebie infant^ that a 
prince qf n^tture wifdo;n flipuld be chofen ta fill 

the 
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tiitt tibrone of Caftille ; the name of Ferdinand the 
brother of the late king was pronounced ; but 
that prince confidered himfelf as the natural guar« 
dian of the rights of his nephew ; at the pro« 
pofal he ftarted with horror and indignation ffoRi 
his feat ; he commanded the fiandard of Caftille 
to be unfurledi and John the fecond to be pro* 
claimed. His refolucion fixed the wavering minds 
of the aflembly ; every murmur was fupprefled} 
and the oath of allegiance was uoaAimoully ukea 
to the fon of Henry. 

The integrity of Ferdinand did not leave the 
ftates long in doubt on whom to repofe the truft 
of the regency. With that prince was joined the 
name of the queen mother ; but while the jatter 
watched over the health and education of her 
fon, the cares of government were confided to 
the former. The fleets and armies which had 
been afTembled by Henry only waited the ftgnal 
for adtion ; and though the death of that mo- 
narch had diilblved the fplendid projcA of con<* 
queft) yet the defence of Cnftille demanded the 
mod: vigorous meafures. The king of Granada, 
to anticipate the defigns of his adverfariesi had 
pafled the frontiers of his dominions and invefted 
Alcandita in the mountains of Sierra Morena, 
wich an hoft of eighty thoufand men ; but a ve- 
tecaa garrifon derided the unikilful attacks of the 
bftfiegers; the exhaufted country no longer af- 
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focdcd them fubfiftence ; the difgraccful cxpedi« 
cm of a retreat was adopted } and the rear of thm 
infidels was clofely prefled, and repeatedly bra* 
ken by the charge of the Cbrtftian cavalry* 

The piratical fquadrons of Tunis and Tremececi 
had fallied from their ports ; they were encouo- 
tered and defeated by the fleet of Cailille ; biic 
the meafures of Ferdinand were rather calculated 
to protedk than extend the dominions of his ne* 
phew ; the diforders to which a minority is ex* 
pofed continually recurred to his mind ; and ho 
was willing to provide againft domeftic diflen* 
Son by extinguiihing the flames of foreign wan 
It might have been difficult to have a^jufted the 
difcordant claims of Caflille and Granada in a per* 
manent peace ; but the Moors were difgufted with 
the rival pretentions of two brothers^ and the ill fuc^ 
cefs of their enterprifes ; two powerful fadions dif- 
tra£tcd their own government ; and a truce aU 
lowed each party to refume his claims at a pro* 
per opportunity ; the expedient was approved by 
the court of Cailille ; it was firft iigned for eight 
months; and though tranfiently interupted by 
the redudion of Antequera, a ftrong town about 
twelve leagues from Granada^ which furrendered 
to Don Ferdinand, was frequently afterwards 
prolonged. 

To his integrity Ferdinand h^cl facrificed one 
crowD^ ,and his moderation was foon temvidod 

with 
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mx^ another ; Martini king of Arragon, had ex* 
pired without children ; and a variety of pretett^ 
ders afpired to afcend the vacant throne. Thtf 
pretenflons of Ferdinand were drawn from his 
defcent from the great aunt of the late monarch^ 
they were ftrengthcncd by his own reputation; 
by the influence of the Roman pontiff BenediA 
the thirteenth, and by the trcafurcs and forces of 
Caftille ; yet his competitors yielded not without 
a ftrugglc; and it was not until he had reduced 
the ftrong fortrefs of Balaguer on the northerrf 
banks of the Segro, and which was defended by 
his rival count Urgal, that Ferdinand entered in 
triumph and celebrated his coronation within hi^* 
capital of SaragofTa* 

His reign was (liort ; and even the little time 
that was allowed him to tafte of royalty was alloyed 
by domeflic confpiracy and difcontcnt ; the count 
of Urgal, who had been pardoned by his magnani- 
mity,renewcd his intrigues,and even attempted hts' 
life by poifon ; and the ftates of Catalonia, jealous 
of their privileges, refufed to contribute to fup- 
port the claim of his younger fon to Sicily. His 
thoughts were ftill turned to Caftille and the pro-* 
fperity of his nephew ; he concluded a marriage 
between his eldeft fon Alfonfo, and Maria the' 
fifter of the king of Caftille ; but as he advanced^ 
to Burgos to confer with the queen downger, he* 
was attacked on the road with a mortal diftcm-' 
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petj tiid was fuccccded by Alfonfo, who eveti 
furpaflcd in renown his father, and wreited from 
the faoufe of Anjou the kingdom of Naples* 

The death of Ferdinand was followed foon by 
tbitof the queen dowager; and though John bad 
only entered his thirteenth year, it was deemed 
expedient by the mofl: powerful of the Cafiilian 
nobility, to extinguiih a dangerous competition 
for the regency, by reiigning into his hands tbr 
reins of • government. But his wcaknefs and in« 
ea^perience tempted the ambition of the kindred 
princes of Arragon ; and John and Henry ^ the 
brodiers of Alfonfo, contended for dominion over 
their royal coufin. In the career for power the 
daring fpirit of the latter outdrippcd the Ibmier ; 
and' Henry, feconded by the conftable of Caf-* 
tiUe^ and the bifliop of Segovia, poflefled him- 
lelf of the perfon of the king at TordefiUas. 
Whatever indignation that monarch might feel 
on bthoiding himfelf the captive of his faithlefs 
kinfman, he was careful to fupprefs every emo«^ 
tioA of refentment. He confented to a double 
marriage j he received as the partner of his bed 
and throne Maria, the fifter of Henry ; and be* 
flowed the hand of his own fifter Catherine, on 
his treacherous relation; but while Henry ex* 
ulted in his* new alliances, and in the hour of 
confidence relaxed from his ufual vigilance, his 
dream of grandeur was interrupted by the flight 
of. the king. 

Dqriog 
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During more than thirty years that dapfed 

fiom the efcape of John to his deaths his fubt» 

jedts were afflidted with every calamity which can 

arile form civil wav; yet amidft the tempeft 

viduoh moeflantly ihook his throne, he difpbyed 

no inconfidcrahle ihare of firmnefs ; he arreded 

hiabrother»in law Henry, who had prefiimed to 

prefcQt himfelf at court at the moment that he 

was labouring to excite new commotions; and 

though he releafed him in compliance with the 

mediation of his brother the king of Arragon^t 

and of his fecond brother Johni who in right of 

his wife has afcended the throne of Navan'e, yet 

oeicber fear nor gratitude \Vere fuificient to retrain 

the turbulent Henry. A new war foon broke 

gut, in which the forces of Cailille and Arragon 

engaged with various fucccfs; during a ihprt 

fufpcnfion of hoftilities, the gloom which in* 

vol ves the reign of John was tranfiently gilded 

by a deciiive vktory over the Moors of Granada;. 

but it was not until the aifairs of Italy occupied 

the attention of the kings of Arragon and Na« 

varre, that Caftillc was fufiered to repofe {m 

ibme time from their hoftile enterprifes. 

Even that period was far from tranquil ; Don 
AWaro de Luna, with the office of high confta# 
ble> podfefled and perhaps abufed the favour and. 
confidence of his fovereign ; his infblence or 
their envy ftimulated the nobles of CaAiUe to^ 

armts^ 
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•rmi i they were the vidims of their own tecne« 
tity ; and their defeat promifed to efiabliih tho 
power ofjohawiien it was fuddenly (haken by 
thofe who appeared n)oft interefted to maintain it. 

Though the fpirits of the malecontents were 
broken^ their numbers were ftill far from defpi- 
cable ; and Henry of Arragon had even in thcip 
name furprifed the city of Tolcdoi when that 
event was obfcured by a new incident (tiU more 
aftoniihing ; the queen and the prince of Aftu- 
lias openly declared on the fide of the rebels ; 
the former was influenced by her hatred of Don 
Alvaro de J^una ; the latter by his impatience to 
ieise a fccptre which ^ when it devolved on him, 
he was incapable of retaining. John was unable 
to rcfift the torrent of difaflfedtion ; he fubfcribed 
the difmilTal of his favourite ; confented to change 
his miniders; and while his rebellious nobles 
obtruded themfclves into every oiHce of truft or 
amolumenti was fufTcred to retain the name and 
ftate without the authority of a king. 

From this dependent fuuation he was refcued 
bV a^ fecond revolution not lefs rapid nor unex- 
peded than the former* The banifliment of Don 
Alvaro dc Luna had reconciled Maria to her con* 
fort i and the prbce of Afturias, while he ex* 
claimed againft hisfather^s abandoning himfelf to 
the counfeU of the conftable, was himfelf a flave 
to the addrcfs of Don Juan Pacheco. The latter 
H was 
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was perfuaded by the biihop of Avik to exert tiift 
influence to reftore the royal authority | hisrie- 
monftrances traniiently awakened the prince to n 
fetife of the infamy which attended hts confed6r 
racy againft his father ; a new leagye was filently 
formed; the royal ftandard was difplayed ; and 
fhe king, eluding the vigilance of his guards, ef- 
capcd from the caftle of PortillO, and placed 
himfelf at the head of the forces which had beea 
aflcmbled by his fon. 

. The rebels had advanced too far to recede ; 
the king of Navarre, whom neither the difaftcrs 
of bis Italian expedition could intimidate, nor the 
general caufe of kings could influence, appeared 
in arms ^on the fide of the confpirators ; their 
camp was pitched on the banks of the Adaja,, in 
the neighbourhood of Olmedo ; and it was there 
they awaited the charge of the joyal army. The 
indignation of John impelled him toinftant ac- 
tion ; and the impetuous courage of the prince 
of Afiurias ill brooked delay. Yet the refiftancc 
of the confederates was long and bloody; and 
though compelled to abandon the field, the king 
of Navarre, and his brother Henry, merited the 
praife of fkill and valour ; a wound in the hand 
was attended by a mortification and proved fatal 
to the latter ; but the former, under cover of the 
darknefs eluded the purfuit of the vidtors, and 
gained the frontiers of Arragon. 

In 
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"^ In the moment of diftrefs John had confented 
to bantih from his councils the conftable Don AU 
varo de Lnmi ; but with the return of profperity 
his attachment to that nobleman revived ; and be 
was not only recalled to court but inverted Svith 
the dignity of grand-mafter of the order of St* 
James ; at the fame time the death of Maria left 
the king of Caftille a widower, and he was prc- 
T^led upon by bis favourite to beftow his hand 
on the princefs Ifabella of Portugal. The return 
of Don Alvaro, and the fecond marriage of his 
father, were equally difagreeable to the prince of 
Afturias ; his anions were rather the efTedbs of 
caprice than principle ; and the tranfient remorfe 
he had lately felt on having violated his duty as a 
fon and a Aibjeft, was overwhelmed by the luft of 
empire. He abruptly retired from court, and 
flew to arms ; but the forces be had coUefted 
were far from numerous before he was furprifed 
In the plains between Aravalo and Madrigal, by 
the appearance of John, who with a feledt dtf* 
tachment had haftened to chaftife his dilbbedi- 
ance. The troops on each fide were nearly equal ; 
and if the king could not wiih to furvive the lofs 
of his dignity, the prince could not hope to ef^ 
cape the puniihment of his double guilt; yet 
both were alike impatient for the encounter; 
with . different emotions their followers awaited 
the fignal to charge; on which ever fide they 

turned 
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turned their eyes, they bchcW near relattoQf or 
ix>rocn friends ; and the exultation of viftory muft 
itave been alloyed by the deftruAion of thofc who 
were moft dear to them ; while they gazed wid^ 
horror on the adverfe ranks* the interval of fuf** 
penfe was dexteroully feized and improTed by 
.the prelates and clergy who had accompanied the 
king and the prince ; their holy mediation prov* 
ed fuccefsful; the fword for a moment wa» 
iheathed i but the oath of filial afie&ion and fu« 
ture obedience which pafled the lips of the prince 
of Afturiasi never found admiffion to his heart. 

The king of Navarre ftill continued his hofti* 
Itties : a rapacious hoft of Gaicons was allured by 
his pronilfes to traverfe the Pyrenees, and to con* 
fume the plenty of Caftille ; the Moors of Gra* 
nada infulted and ravaged the frontiers of Anda« 
lufiai while the prince of Aulturias was an indo> 
lent fpei^ator of their deftr\i£tive progrefs ; and 
in the fond hope that the public diftrefs might 
tnduce John to abdicate the royal dignity, exuU* 
ed in every event that contributed to diminiih 
(he reputation of his father. 

Yet there were moments when intereft or ca- 
price induced Henry to aflume the appearance of 
filial duty, and to aA in conjunction with his 
royal parent ; and it was one of tbefe that proved 
at length fatal to Don Alvaro de Luna. ]n the 
.pofleifiQii of the imporunt offices of high conftt* 

ble 
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hifi <>f Caftille and grand mafter of St. Janies^ the 
power of the favourite Teemed fecure even againft 
ibe frown of hii mafter ; a faithful company of 
guards was raifed in his name^ and commanded 
by his natural Ton Don Pedro } and while thefe 
proccdted his perfon from immediate danger^ his 
liberality feemed daily to fwell the number of hia 
adherents ; yet in his afcent to greatnefs^ every 
i^p had only fervedto render his fituation more 
perilous ; envy had been the conftant companion 
of his fortune; thofe he had promoted confidered 
him as the obftacle to their future aggrandife* 
meut ; and ihofe he had neglcdtcd, if they con* 
cealcd their murmurs, only concealed them to 

accoiaipliih with greater eafc his ruin« In the 

• 

field he had braved the heir of the crown, and in 
the court his magnificence had obfcured the pof- 
fciibr of it ; and Henry was neither dcftitute of 
rcfcntment, nor John totally devoid of obfcrva- 
tion i ^rom the moment that jealoufy entered the 
bol'um of the latter, the deftruftion of Alvaro was 
determined; and it was only the means of achiev- 
ing it with lead danger, that occupied the 
thoughts of the king of Caftille. 

1x1 the profccution of the dcfign fome degree 
of artifice was rcqulfite ; and new marks of con« 
fidcoce were heaped by John on the devoted vic^i' 
tim; he accepted of Alvaro's invitation to Tor* 
defillas i and the fumptuous manner in which he 

was 



HISTORY OF SFAIN. 385 

Hvas ehtert^ned, ferved to canfirm his refolutic^i* 
His cottnfels however bad not been taken fo fe- 
credy but fome rumours 6f them had tranfpired ; 
and wheii the court* propofed to fetufh to Burgos, 
the fufpicions of AlvarO were revealed by de- 
manding of the king a folemn aflurance for bis 
fafety; the alacrity with which it was granted, 
QUght to have ipcreafed the fears of the minifter ; 
and long pradifed in reading the human hearty 
he ihould have known, that to doubt the faith of 
his fovereign, was to convert him into an impla- 
cable enemy* 

' He had fcarcely entered the capital before he 
found the report of his difgrace became more ge- 
neral : the queen herfelf, who owed htr marriage 
to his intrigues, had been difguded by his arro-* 
gance ; and -Don Alfonfo de Vivslro, who already 
poflefled the place of high treafurer, and afpired 
tQ that of minifter, under the mafk of friendihipl 
was indefatigable in his efforts to undermine hioi; 
his artifices were penetrated by the eye of Alvaro, 
and the defire of vengeance furpafled that of fafe- 
ty ; he fummoned to his palace his adherents, and 
Vivaro prefented himfelf ampngft the number; 
the feat of council was a lofty tower which over- 
looked the city ; and no fooner bad Vivaro af- 
ccnded than he was thrown headlong from the . 

fummit, and daibed to pieces on the Hones be- 
neath* 

• • • 
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It is probable thM AlVaro nouriihed a fecret 
hope that the fate of his rival might be imputed 
by his fovereign to accident ; but he fliould have 
rctolleded, that it is not eafy to lull the jealouf/ 
of a monarch when once it is awakened i the king 
was impatient to chaftife his prefumption; the 
qiieeii was zealous to avenge th^ death of her fa- 
vourite ; and a crowd tif hollow courtiers were 
loud in their indignation againft a mmifter for 
whofe fmiles they bad fo lately contended. To 
the multitude, thef minion of the prince is ever 
odious i and Alvaro had too frequently heard the 
execratiohs tif the populace, to rely on their affift^ 
ance* His palace was fbrrounded by the royal 
guards; and though his own fpirit might have 
preferred immediate deftrudion to fubmHIjoo, he 
declined by a fruitlefs defence to Involve his 
friends in his ruin. He obtained a promife from 
the king, that nothing fliould bo attempted a- 
gainft his life and honour ; but the woi'd unjufifyj 
was infidiouily inferted; the eitgagement was 
evaded ; and Alvaro was conduAed a prifoner to 
his own caftle of Portillo. 

A commiffion was immediately granted to pro-* 
Ceed againft him ; and had h^ been innocent, he 
could have expe&ed but little juftice ftom judges 
who had been chofen by his pfofecutors. Yet 
though he was free from the ftain of tr(afon,be could 
not vindicate himfelf f r«tn the murder of Vrinto. 

He 



HISTORY OP SPAIN. 38^ 

He was declared guilty , and ftntenced tofuffcr death 
by the hands of the commoA executioner. He heard 
the decree without changing colour; and in the 
Jaft and moft trying moment of his life he aflerted 
the courage of a Caftilian noble^ and difappoint-^ 
ed by his fearlefs behaviour the mdice of his ene- 
mies. -No entreaties for mercy, no expreffions 
unworthy of the rank he had filltdj efcaped him ; 
in the marke^ place of Valladolid he afi^ended 
with a firm ftep the fcaffold ; and confeiled in his 
approaching fate the jufl puniihment of his fins; 
he obferved near him the mafterofthe horfe to 
the prince of Afturias. " Bereaa/* faid he, ^* tell 
** your mailer from me, that he will do well not' 
*• to follow his father*s example in thus reward- 
•* ing his old and faithful fervants.** As he fur- 
veyed the pole on which his head was to be fiked ; 
^^ no death, added he, cto be fliameful, which is^ 
** fupported with courage and intrepidity ; nor 
^^ ought to be confidered as untimely, when a 
•^ man has been for many years at the head of 
*^ affairs, and conduced all things with dignity 
*• and reputation/* With decent compofure he 
prefented his throat to the executioner, and re«^ 
ceived with intrepidity the fatal ftroke ; for fere* 
ral days his headlefs body was expofed to the 
public view^ his treafures had been confifcated 
by his- rapacious fovereign ; and it was to com- 
mo9 charity that Ms* rettiains were indebted for* a 
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burial. Yet the hatred or coittpaffion of the po- 
pulace are ever in extremes ; the faults of Alvara 
were forgotten in the magnanimity with which he- 
fuflfered ; and an awful admonition was impreffed 
on the furrounding crowd, while they revolved 
the bloody relics of a man who had equalled the 
greateft princes in wealth and power, left to de- 
pend for their funeral rites on the alms of thofe 
who had fo lately trembled at his name. 

John lived not long enough to repent his in- 
gratitude to a minifter who, however lie had op* 
prefled the people, had defended amidft the 
fiorms of civil diflcniion the authority, of the 
crown. As the king of Caftille rapidly preifed 
his journey towards Medina del Campo, to confer 
with his lifter the queen of Arragdii j he was at- 
tacked by a burning fever; his conftitution re-- 
filled the immediate fury of the difeafe; but be 
reached Valladolid in a ft:ate of weaknefs; his 
diforder returned ; and after a long and turbulent 
reign^ he expired in the fentiments of piety and 
l^cfignation in the forty^feventh year of his age. 
A D. u«o '^^^ vacant throne was immediateljr 
1474- filled by his fon Henry, who without 
the virtues < pofTelTed the failings of his father* 
He was equally deditute of the talents of a king, 
ttnd th« vigour of a man; and the caufe of his di-^ 
vorce from his confort Blanch, the daughter of 
the king of Navarre^ was perpetuated in his fur-* 

name 
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aame of Impotent. His underftanding was frigid 
as his body ; Don Juan dc Pacheco ruled with 
the fame abfolute dominion over the prefent mo- 
narch as Don Alvaro de Luna had exercifed oyer 
the late ; and fcarce had Henry received the ho- 
mage of his nobility^ before he difgufted them by 
conferring on his favourite the title of marquis of 
Villena^ and encouraging him to hope for the office 
of grand-mailer of St. James. The commons 
were exalperated by the extravagance^ the nobles 
by the infolence of this new minion of fortune j 
and the miniftcr was not more odious than the 
king was contemptible ; the jealoufy of the latter 
was extended even to the feeble years of Alfonfo 
and Ilabella^ the children of Henry by his fecond 
marriage; and infenlible to the difgrace which 
had accompanied his feparation from Blanch^ he 
folicited the hand of Joanna of Portugal. The 
ambition of that princefs prompted her to be* 
come the partner of his throne { yet Joanna ia 
the marriage bed refigned not the claims of na«^ 
ture ; s^d five years after her nuptials were cele- 
brated, her pregnancy was announced ; a daugh- 
ter was born^ who was baptifed after her mother ; 
was acknowledged hei(efs to the crown of Caftille ; 
and the validity of whofe title was recognized by 
Alfonfo and Ifabella. Yet every precaution ferved 
only to increafe the public fufpicion ; the impo- 
tency of Henry was ftill the favourite theme ; nor 
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in the fifteenth century^ fuch had been the pro* 
grefs of depravity, was Spain deficient in exam- 
ples where the chaftity of the wife had been fa« 
^rificed by the huiband from motives of revenge 
or policy, 

Amidft the general difcontcnt one event darted 
a ray of luftre through the gloom of admtnn 
itration ; and Gibraltar, which had been wreft- 
ed from the Chrifiians under the reign of Al* 
fonfo the eleventh, was recovered from the in* 
fidels in that of Henry, The latter had with his 
ufual precipitation engaged in a war wi;th the 
court of Oranada ; and the inability with which 
he conducted it muft have expofed him to con* 
iiderable lofs, had not the kingdom of Granddt 
been diftrafted at that inftant with civil commo* 
tion J the throne was difputed by two rival prin- 
ices ; and the garrifon of Gibraltar had rulhed te 
the field to partake the conflid, It was at thii 
critical moment that a Moor of the name of 
Zurro was defirous of renouncing the vifions of 
Mahomet for the pure doftrines of Chrift ; he fek 
the zeal of a new profelyte ; and was ardent to 
lignalize his conversion by fome aA of fervice to 
thofe whofe tenets he had determined to efpoufe ; 
in an age when the. lines of civil duty wereob- 
fcured by fuperftition, it was iiot difficult to per<t 
fuade him that perfidy to thofe whofe faith he 
h>d abjured was meritorious, He betrayed the 

wc»k' 
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w^aknefs of Gibraltar. A confiderable force 
inarched filently from thp neighbouring fortrefs 
of Tarif; and before the inhabitants could Ihut 
the gates part of the aii^ilants had already en« 
tered the town, and difplayed the Chriftian ftand* 
ard from the ran^parts; the pount pf Arcos was 
among the foremoft of the daring adventurers ; 
but it was to the duke of Medina Sidonia that 
the citizens of Gibraltar furrendered ; and fo elat<* 
ed was Henry with the important acquifition, 
that in addition to his former titles he aflumed 
that of king of Gibraltar^ 

It was not alone in Granada that the genius of 
difcord feemed to Have eftabliihed her fway ; and 
the tempeft of civil war agitated alfo the king- 
dom of Arragont Hardy^ daring, and indepen^ 
dent, the character of the Catalans has been aU 
ways the fame ; and when . the fceptre of Arra* 
gon was held by John the fecond, the inhabi* 
tants ' of Catalonia were impelled by hatred to 
the confort of their fovereign to ereft the itand* 
ard of revolt. Henry was rather willing than 
able to avail himfelf of their rebellion; and he 
fuffered himfelf to be proclaimed at Barcelona 
their king, But the a^ftance be afforded waa 
tardy and inadequate ; his favourite the mar- 
quis of ViUena was averfe to the war ; and in s]|ie 
profecution of it, it was deemed prudent to con- 
(Mt {^ewis the eleventhj who, as king of France 
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was to be feared as . an enemy or courted as an 
aUy- . . 

An interview was appointed between the two 
kings at Mauleon on the confines of the king* 
dom of Navarre; and on their meeting their 
different, difpofitions were evinced by their con? 
trailed ' appearance. Henry^ vain, magnificent^ 
and haughty, was attended by a fplendi(i train ; 
Lewis, mean in his perfon, clad in coarfe clpth^ 
ihort and unbecoming, was ilenderly acco(npa« 
pied ; but the wealth the former had expended in 
hisi fumptuous preparations, the latter employed 
to bribe the minifters of C^fiill<^ > the m$i;rquis of 
Villcna prpmifed to fecond the views of the king; 
of France ; and with mutual prot^fiations of 
fricndihip, Henry and Lewis parted;. the. fprmor 
difgulted with the fordidnefs. of the latter ; the 
latter full of contipmp.t for the underilanding of 
the former.. 

The marquis of Villena hefitated not at the ex^ 
pence of his fidelity to his fovereign, to fulfil th^ 
conditions he . had entered into with Lewis ; and 
an compliance with the inclinations of that mo* 
narch, he foon perfuaded Henry to abandon the 
Catalans to the . refcntment of their prince ; yet 
the king of Callille had fcarce figned the treaty 
before he ^as awakened to a fenfe of his igno* 
miny ;. and the exile of the marquis from court 
was the immediate confequence of his difgraceful 
counfels. 

Accuf« 
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Accuftomed to baft: in* the fcniles, the rnk'rquis 
of Villena ill- brooked the frowns of his fove^r 
reign. Ond moment effiiced from his memory 
(he favours that had been heaped upon him in the 
patronage of twenty years ; and he was fcarce haL^ 
niflied from court before he became the favouritd 
of the nobility, who befote had confidered hint 
as the objed of their envy. A powerful confe-r 
deracy was forfned between the high admiral of 
Cafiille ; the counts of Placentia, Benevent^, and 
Ofluna ; the archbifliops of Toledo and Com^ 
poftella ; and the grand-mafters of Calatrava and 
Alcantara ; to thefe the marquis of Villena joined 
himfelf ; and hoped by his fword not bnly to re* 
gain hi9 wanted afcendancy over the counfels of 
his fovereign, but to extort from him the high 
office of grand-mafter of St. James, the peculiar 
objed of his ambition, and which the prudence 
of the king had hitherto withheld. Ii> cafe Henry 
refufed to gratify the wiihes of the confpirators^ 
it was determined to declare him unworthy of th^ 
crown, and to place it on the head of his brother 
Alfonfo, from whofe youth they might exped: a 
more ready compliance. ^ 

It was while the king of Caftille was engaged 
in vifiting Gibraltar that he was firft informed of 
the dangerous combination that had been ce- 
mented againft him ; be returned immediately 
%Q Madrid ; and in the tranfport of his indigna* 

tioQ 
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tion ^t tht ingc^titucl^ of the marquis of VillenA^ 
h^ invefted his riv^ltbe count of LadeCma with the 
office of gr^nd-niafter of St. James ; hut the in- 
telligence that the king of Arragon h^d acceded 
to the league, inclined him to more moderate 
meafures ; he confented to an interview with the 
principal confpirators ; promifed to redrefs their 
grievances ; and as a pledge of reconciliation, 
declared his willingn^fs to beftow the grand-ii^af* 
t^rihipof St. James on the marquis of Villena^ 
In the execution of the treaty the confent of the 
count of Ladefma was neceffary ; and the poffef- 
fion of the o$ce could not reflet fy much luiire 
on the chars^r pf that not^eman, as did the ala- 
crity with which he reigned it. ^^ I am happy/' 
faid he^ ^' as b^e furrenderec^ the eniigns of the 
^' appointmcntj in rendering lervice to him to 
*^ whom I owe all I pofTefs ; and of proving to 
^^ Jius fubjieds tjiat he has at leaft raifed one man 
V of merit aqd fidelity ;" the reproof <was heard 
ftnd ^elt by aU; a faint hiufli overfpread the 
counteoaoce of the .marquis of ViUena ; and 
though haxdiened in the commerce of courts^ and 
elated by his triumph over his fovereign, he 
jDfivitt for A moment iiave envied the feelings of 
llis xivaK 

It is.feldom thde conceffions which are extorts 
ed from the crown, are laithfuUy executed ; the 

4aQbl9S of Caftilk who yet retained ;heir allegi^ 
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vncei reproached the weaknefs of Henry; and 
that prince, ever influenced hj the laft couniel, 
determined to aflert his dignity in arms. He 
. coUedted a numerous body of forces ; and the 
confederates heard of his preparations >vithout 
being difmayed ; they publiflied a manifefto in 
which they upbraided him with having endea- 
voured to defraud his brother Alfonfo of the fue* 
celfion, and to impofe in Joanna a fuppofititious 
child on the nation. They claimed as one of the 
privileges of their order the right of trying and 
pafling fentence on their fovereign. That the ex* 
ercife of this power might be as public and fo- 
lemn as the pretention to it was bold, they fum- 
moned all their party to meet at Avila. A fpa«* 
cious theatre was ereded in a plain, without the 
walls of the town ; an image reprefenttng the 
king wa» featcd on a throne, clad in royal robes, 
with a crown on its Jiead, a fceptre in its hand, 
and the fword of juftice by its fide. The accu^ 
fation againft the iking was read, and the fentence 
of depofition was pronounced in pr^enoe of a 
numerous afiembly. At the clofe of the iirft ar<* 
liple of the charge, the arcbbiihop of ToIedt> 
advanced, and tore the crown from the head of 
the image ; at the clofe of the fecond, the count 
of Placentia fnatched the fword of juftice from 
its fide ; at the clofe of the third, the count of Be- 
payenti wrefied the fceptre from its hand ; and at 

the 
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the clofc of the lad, Don Diego Lopez de Stunig« 
tumbled it headlong from the throne; and at the 
Aime inftant Don Alfonfo, Henry's brother, was 
proclaimed king of Caflillc and Leon in his place. 
At tlK head of a numerous and loyal army 
Henry might have defpifed the farce which had 
been a£lcd at Avila ; but he was again vanquiih* 
ed by the arts of the marquis of Villena* By 
the profeflfions of that nobleman he was prevailed 
upon to difmifs his forces, and to expert the vo- 
luntary fubmiifion of the confederates ; bat be 
was foon awakened from the delufion ; Simancas 
was reduced ; Toledo declared for Alfonfo ; and 
Henry beheld the fpirit of revolt rapidly extend- 
ing through his dominions^ He haftily alTem- 
bled what troops were (till faithful to their oath 
of allegiance, and advanced to the relief of 
Medina del Campo, which was befieged by Al- 
fonfo. In the plains which ftretch around that 
city he beheld the army of the confederates.; and 
both parties prepared with alacrity for aAioA* 
The forces of Henry confided of eight hundred 
lances, feven hundred light horfe, and two thou* 
fand infantry ; thofe of Alfonfo were nearly c« 
quah Though the undcrftanding of Henry was 
defpifed, yet his perfonal courage had never been 
doubted ; but on this occafion he difplayed not 
the fume ardour as had charadtcrizcd him whqn 
prince of Allurias ; and the inglorious counfela 

of 
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of his courtiers perfuaded him to retire from tte 
<k)nflift. His youthful competitor foftained a 
nobler part ; his banner was unfurled i« the front 
of the line ; and the arcbbifliop of Toledo, whofe 
facred habit was laid afide for ^ crimfon fcarf 
embroidered with white croifes, charged with 
Alfonfo. The fliock was violent ; and the en- 
gagement which was began. about noon continued 
till fatigue and darknefs parted the combatants^ 
Fve hundred Caftilians were extended lifelef&oa 
the field ; but the lofs was mutual ; the vidory 
undecided ; and both armies dreaded to renew 
the engagement ; and withdrew to their refpec- 
tive camps. 

The town of Segovia on the banks of the Ara* 
yada was foon after furprifed by the confede- 
rates ; but the cafUe in which were depofited the 
royal trcafures (till held out for the king; and 
Henry received an ample compenfation for the 
lofs of that town in the acquifition of the impor- 
tant city of Toledo. The inhabitants of Toledo 
had been among the firft to declare for Alfonfo ; 
and they had lately repulfed the king from their 
walls; but by one of thofe fudden tranfitions 
which fo frequently occur in civil 4^^<^n(ions^ 
they determined to return to their allegiance; 
they expelled the garrifon of the confederates ; 
and proclaimed their joy on the entrance of Henry 
in tumultuous acclamations. 

The 
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The rebeUy who already Itboured binder no in« 
confidenible diftrefs frcun the cenfures of the fee 
of Rome^ could not but be highly mortified at 
this inftance of defertion} fome vigorous effort 
was necefiary Co reftore the credit of their arms ;• 
tnit before they rifked their hopes in a battle^, 
they apparently determined to provide for the 
fafety of their youthful leader. With a ftrong 
efcort Alfonfo prepared to retire to Avila ; but 
he was not allowed to reach that place ; the fe« 
cond night of his journey he retired to reft in 
perfeft health, and was found dead, without any 
marks of violence, in a few hours after. 

The fudden and myfterious fate of a young 
prince whofe fpirit and abilities were not unequal 
to the ftation he afpired to, could not fail to ez« 
Cite fufpicion. Yet the reputation of Henry has 
efcaped free from ftain ; nor has he ever been 
charged with promoting a death which promifed 
him the greateft advantages. The confederates 
were not conlidered as equally guiltlefs; they 
were fuppofcd to have dreaded the rifing genuts 
of Alfonfo ; and by poifon to have blaited the 
profped of a reign which would have controoled 
their fa^kious turbulence. In the natural weak^ 
nefs of her fex, Ifabella offered a fairer inftrument 
to their ambition ; yet the prudence of that prin^ 
cefsdifappointed their views ; and to their proiftr 
of the crown, they beard witfaaftonilhment her 
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anfwcri *' that it was not theirs to beftow^ bat 
** was hdd by Henry according to the laws of 
•* God and man." Yet flie concealed not het 
preteniions to the fucceifion; and the revolted 
lords deprived of a chiefs were happy to embrace « 
any opening for negociatton ; the kin'g consented' 
to a conference ; waVed the claims of Joanna ; 
acknowledged Ifabella as the heirefs to his domi- 
nions ; and in the rmmediatei enjoyed the pleaf-* 
ing hope of future tranquillity. 

The peace that was eftablifhed between the 
king and his nobles^ confirmed the marquis of 
Villena in the poft of grand-mafter of St. James ; 
yet after the black ingratitude he bad been guihy 
of he could fcarcely hope to regain his afcen- 
dancy over the mind of his mafter^ But the feeble* 
underftanding of Henry required a favourite oi^ 
whom he tould repofe the cares of government^ 
and he returned to his former confidence. The 
marriage of Ifabella was the firft objeft of thtf 
new counfds ; and among a variety of preten-* 
ders^ Ferdinand^ who with ^ the title of king of 
Sicily joined as the Ton of the king of Arragon and 
Navarre the fuccefllion of thofe thrones^ was cota^ 
fidered as the mod eligible ; yet he was fcaricly 
preferred^ before the marquis of Villena plunged- 
into new intrigiies to evade the marriage; his 
fchemes were traverfed by the archbifhop of To- 
IcdOj who on this occaiion feemed a&Mated by fk^ 
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juft fenfeof his country's intereft* He carried did 
princefs privately to Valladolid, invited the king 
of Sicily^ and pronounced himfelf the nuptial' 
benediftion ; yet in bis zeal he negledted not ta 
provide for the fupremacy of the Catholic church, 
the prefent quiet of Henry^ and the future inde- 
pendence of Caftille. 

Ten articles were prefented by the archbiihop, 
sod fubfcribed by the king of Sicily before he 
received the hand of Ifabella^ By the firil^ Fer- 
dinand engaged to acknowledge the pope as head 
of the church, and to maintain all eccleiiaftical 
immunities ; by the fecond, to behave with re^ 
fpeft to his brother-in-law Henry, and to coo* 
form himfelf in all things to the accommodation 
' that wai made when he acknowledged the prin« 
Qt& for bis fucceflbr. In the third, he fUpulated 
fa adminifter juftice impartially, and not to in- 
fringe in any refpedt the laws, ufages, preroga- 
tives, or privileges of any of the cities, towns^ 
places, or perfons in his dominions, agreeable 
to the oath taken by the kings of Caftille, at their 
acceffion* By the fourth, he was not to alienate any 
tpvn or fortrefs without the confent of the princefs. 
By the fifthj^ all orders were to be figned jointly 
by Ferdinand and Ifabella ; and no perfon to be 
admitted into the council, government, or offices 
of ftate, that was not a native of Caftille. By the 
Sixths all dignities eccleliaftical and civil were to 

be 
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be difpofed of by the princefs* By thefeventh^ Eer* 
dinand was to grant a general amnefty with rcfpeft 
to all things which had happened in former qivil 
wars ; and was never to fet up any claim or preten- 
iions to thofe lands and eftates which his father hiHl 
pofTelTcd in Cailille^ and which had been given^ 
away by the crown^ and were in the hands of feve*' 
ral of the nobility. By the eighth^ that the archbi- 
(hops of Toledo andSeville, and the grand-mafter 
of St James ihould ever enjoy their refpedtive ranks 
in the monarchy^ as alfo all other lords and knights 
•who have (leadily adhered to the princefs's part]f, 
•and have contributed to fecure to her the fuccef** 
•lion of the crown. By the ninth. That Ferdioaiid 
ihould refide in the dominions of Ca^ftillcj and 
ibould make war f^gainft the Moors as foon as it 
was in his, power ; but otherwife ihould not tak« 
up arms without the confcnt of his confort ; i|i 
cafe however that any civil war ihould break out 
in Caftillei he engaged to furniih as long as it iaft* 
ed a thoufand lances from Arragon to remain dur- 
ing that (pace in the pay of the crown. And by the 
tenth, that over and above the fum ofone thoufaifd 
fiorins of gold, the. princqfs ihall have and enjoy 
the towns of Borga, Magalon, Elcha, and Car« 
vallen in the kingdoms of Arragon and Valencia, 
and Syracufe and Catanea in the ^ kingdom of 
Sicily. 
Such were the conditions didikatedby the arch« 
vox. I. D d biihop 
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bifliop of Toledo, and accepted by Ferdinand ; 
yet though ultimately bene6cial, they procured 
not immediate peace to Caftille ; if Henry con- 
lidered Joanna as his daughter, his feelingd muft 
have been wounded by the preference which he 
had been obliged to give to his iifter ; and if con- 
fcious of Ills own impotency, his pride muft haVe 
been violated by a compromife that implied a 
tacit confeffion of the impofture ; the marquis of 
Villena, ^ver reftlefs and intriguing, flimulated 
him to break the treaty which he himfelf had 
impofed ; the queen, bold and vindiftive, urged 
him to afl^rt the right of a child. who at leaft 
called him father; Henry was not capable of 
long fefifling their counfels and importunities ; 
he pubirihed a manifefto in which he recalled his 
former conceffions, vindicated and confirmed by 
oath his belief that Joanna was his daughter^ 
and declared her the heirefs to his crown ; it was 
oppofed by a proclamation ' from Ferdinand and 
Ifabella, which warned the people of Caftille not 
to be deluded by the repf cfentations of Henry, or 
the artifices of his favourites; each party afpired 
to maintain their claim by argument, but it was by 
the fword alone that it could be finally decided. 
Two negociations of marriage for Joanna had 
been entered into by the marquis of Villena, and 
both had proved abortive ; the firft was with the 
duke of Berri of the blood royal of France ; but 
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Lewis the eleventh^ intent on his own aggrandife- 
ment, and unwilling to increafe the power of his 
brother, liflened with coidnefs to the propofal ; 
the fecond was with Henry of Arragon, the fon of 
that Henry who had feized the perfon of John 
the fecond, and fbr ten years embarrafled Caftille 
by his preteniions to the adminiftration ; the fon 
was not more fuccefsful than the father; his 
haughty manners offended the Caftilian nobility ; 
and his third for power excited the jealoufy of 
the marquis of Villena ; the latter abandoned his 
interfcfts ; and refted his laft hopes of a powerful 
alliance for Joanna on the king of Portugal ; that 
monarch liflened with pleafure to the propofal, 
and received the favourite with every mark of 
refpedt at Lifbon ; but on his return, while the 
marquis of Villena exulted in the fuccefs of his 
negociations, he was attacked by a mortal difeafe, 
and expired lefs lamented by the people whom he 
had oppreffed, than by the foverejgn whofe con* 
fidence he had abufed. 

Henry himfelf furvived his favourite only to 
impart to his fon the fame proofs of regard as he 
had lavifhly beflowed on the father ; a flow fever 
h^d for fome time preyed upon his fpirits ; and 
the approach of death was acknowledged by his 
phyficians ; he heard the fentence with greater 
fortitude than might have been expected from a 
review of his life j and his laft breath declared 
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the princefs Joahnt his dau^ter and fucctilSr; 
but he could ' not hope tha;t his will which had 
*been cOntinuaHy oppoCed ^hen he was ali^e, 
ihould' be refpeAed when he was dead ; the ma* 
joFify of his fubjedts declared in favour of Fer- 
dinand and Ifabella ; they were admitted into 
Seg6via; were put into poiTeifion of the royal 
treafures; and were jointly proclaimed the ibvc* 
reigns of Caltille and Leon. 
A. p* 1474, The dcceafe of Heriry did not ex* 
^^*' tinguilh the ambitious hopes of Al- 
fonfo king of Portugal ; at the head of a formi*- 
dable army he entered CaftUle, efpoufed the prin- 
cefs* Joanna, and was fupported in his daim to 
the throne by the young marquis of Villena. But 
at a ftnall diftance from Toro his pretenfions were 
decided on'^a field 6f battle ; after 'a Ibng ftruggle 
the Portugucfe Were compelled to yield to the 
fuperior valour of the Caftilians> or the ikill 
of Ferdinand ; yet tbeir retteat was. conduft- 
ed with order; and they gained their own fron- 
tiers without being {>urfued by the Vigors. But 
in the event of* the day they confcflbd their *d- 
verfe fortune ; the marquis of Villena fubmitted, 
and reconciled himfelf to Ferdinand > the Icfs 
powerful malecOntents followed hh example; 
and Caftille breathed at length from the calami* 
ties of civil war. 
Ferdiand^ had fcatce' eflablifhed his authority 
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o^er CaftlUCy before hi$ attentiqa wai recalled to 
Arragon ; his aged father John fiill held the ff:ep* 
tre, but be held it with a feeble hand f famine 
and peftilence combined with war to depopulate 
liis dominions; in the early part of his r^ign 
Lewis the eleventh had lent to him the fum oC 
three hundred thpufand crowns; an4 the im« 
portant counties of RouiSllon and Cerdagno 
were transferred as the fecurity for the money 
advanced ; the value of a countr}' from which 
France derives a revenue exceeding an hundred 
thoufand pounds flerling, and which contains 
nbove one hundred and eighty-eight thoufand in- 
habitants was early difcerned by Lewis ; he re- 
fufed to reClore the pledge he had been trufted 
with, and maihtain^d the pofTeilion of it by force ; 
the fuccours that Ferdinand could afford his fa* 
ther were few and precarious; the armies of 
Lewis were numerous and well difciplined ; the 
war was not marked with any interefting occur- 
rence; but the event of it was decifive; and 
RoufTillon and Cerdagne were annexed to the 
kingdom of France. 

The diilrefs of his fubjeds and the ill fuccefs 
of his arms might have occafioned fome mortifi- 
cation to John ; he had already largely exceeded 
the common term of humanity ; and at the ad* 
vanced age of eighty-two his death niight be 
hourly expe&ed ; he expired at Barcelona ; the 
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crown of Navarrei which he had obtained by ht9 
marri^ with Blanch, pafled to the countefs of 
Foix, his daughter by that princcfs ; but Arra* 
gon acknowledged and fubmitted to the prcten* 
fions of Ferdinand ; and the union of that king* 
dom under the fame monarch as Caftiile, revived 
the name, and eftabliihcd the power of modern 
Spain. 



Chapter 
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Chapter the Ninth. 



SMe of the Hfighbouring powers, when Ferdinand 
united the crowns of Caftille and Arragon^^Of 
Portugal, Navarre, and Qranada.-'^Of France.-^ 
Jiafy, — Germany. — And England. — Political Jlate 
of Spain.-^ Account of the Juftiza in Arragon.^^Of 
the Holy Brotherhood. — Addrefs of Ferdinand.— ^ 
He makes peace with FortugaU^^Cornmences the 
war with Granada, — Various fuccefs.* — Exertions 
of Ferdinand apd IJabella.^^DiJfenfions of the 
Moor s.'^ Ferdinand fuccejfively reduces Ronda, Ve- 
lez, and Malaga.-^DomeJlic hiftory of Abdallah 
king of Granada. — Granada is invejed by the 
ChriJiians.'^ConJiruElion of the town of^anta iV.— 
I>efpair of the Moors.'^Capitulation of Granada.—' 
Triumphal entry of Ferdinand^ — Defcriptiqn of the^ 
Alhambra. — Expuljion oftheJews.—Subfe^uent op- 
preffion of the Morefcoes. — Frogrefs of navigation. 
— Difcovety of the Fortunate or Canary I/lands by 
the Spaniards. — Extenjive difcoveries of the Por^ 
tuguefe. — Hijiory and cbaraSler of Cbrijiopher Cb- 
lumbus I — his idea of new countries in the IVeJi.'— 
His propofals rejeSled by Genoa and Portugal.— 
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Are at length accepted by Ifabelta.^^He Jails from 
falos in Andaluja. 



A. P. M79i WT 

i49»* VV HEN Ferdinand by marrlagp 
and fuccelEon united the kingdoms of Caftillo 
and Arragon under the name of Spaini that pe- 
ninfula' ftiU contained the independent powers of 
Portugal^ Navarre^ and Granada* The former 
from Cape Vincent ftretched along the fea coaft 
to the mouth of the Minho ; it nearly occupied 
the country of the warlike Lufitaniana; and the 
lofs it had fuftained on the fide of the eaft^ wai 
compenfated by an acceffion of territory towards 
the north; From the Pyrenean motmtains Na* 
varre advanced about fixty mile9 in breadth to 
the frontiers of Caffille^ and extended about fe* 
venty-five in length, until bounded on tlieeafl: by 
the province of Bifeayi and on the weft by the 
kingdom of Arragon* The kingdom of Granada 
for one hundred and feventy miles ranged along 
the fhoreg of the Mediterranean; but it had gra« 
dually receded before the encroaching fpirit of 
Cdftille ; and its breadth might be eftimated at 
about feventy miles ; yet narrow as were its li* 
miti, and mountainous its appearance, every defi« 
cicncy was fup{)lied, and every obftacle overcome 
by induftry ; the Moors difdaincd itot the toils of 
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hufbandty ; beneath their labours the country af- 
ilimed the face of a garden'; and Ferdinand con>» 
fefled with a figh of envy, and ambition, that the 
feirefl: diftrift of Spain was pofiefled by the natu« 
ral enemies of his faith and crowm • 

It was not within the peninfula of Spain th^ 
the views of Ferdinand were confined ; the neigh- 
bouring ftites of Europe claimed, and partook 
of his attention. Recovered, from the woundsr 
which ihe had received in her long and repeated 
6oBfli<%s with Englsttid, France dif played the fea** 
turcs of a mighty and vigorous monarchy. The 
bloody policy of Lewis^ the eleventh) though vbqt 
mediately oppreffive, had laid the foundation! 
of the grandeur of his fucceflbrs. He had bro« 
ken the ftrength of the nobility, and eftablift* 
ed the power kA the crown. Nine thoufand ca« 
valry, and fixteen thoufand infantry in regular 
pay, reftrained within the bounds of obedience 
the national levity; his addreis had allured, Of 
his menaces had intimidated the fkates to render 
feveral taxes perpetual which had been formerly 
impofed only for a fltort time ; and be had deli* 
irered the king from a precarious dependence on 
the will of his people. By fraud or force he had 
poflefled himfelf of Burgundy, Artois^ and Pro* 
▼ence ; and his recent acquifition of Rouffilloo 
and Cerdagne, pointed him out as the more pecu* 
)iar objeft of jealoufy and fufpicion to Spain. 

From 
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From the weftern coaft of Spain, the oppQfit?* 
jhores of Italy could not but attrad the notice 
pf Ferdinand. The fertile kingdom of Naples 
obeyed a baftard fon pf the houfe of Arragon, 
who ha4 wrcfted it from that of Anjou ; yet the 
race of the latter was not e^ictintfi:, nor had they 
relinquilhed their tiple to the Ncapplitan crown.' 
The count of Maine and Proycnce, the heir of 
this family^ conveyed all hi^ rigjit^ apd preten* 
$ons to Lewis t)ip eleventh and )ii$ fuccefibrs ; 
the king of Naples could not revolve without 
anxiety their formidable claims, nor had he lefs to 
dread from the turbulence of his own no^tVuy» 
ever prompt in arms to aiTert their enormous pri-^ 
vileges, and confederate againft their fovereign. 

In Vepite the form of government was repub- 
licail i a people who for fafety had fled fjrom the. 
fword of the ferocious Attila to th< fequel^erecl 
ifles of the Hadriatic, apd whofe habitat'^ons 
jnight be doubtfully affigaed to the earth or wa- 
^ei", foon became alike familiar with both. Ne* 
cefiity had early compelled them to penetrate into 
the heart of Italy by the fectire though laborious 
navigation of the rivers and inlan4 canals ; they 
^ere impelled by avarice when they were no Ion- 
ger urged by want ; their veflels were continu- 
ally increafing in fize and number; and they 
aifiduoufly vifited all the harbours of the gulf 
But the Venetian governments which had brigi- 
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nated in a number of families, reduced by mis* 
fdrtund to the fafne level of humble poverty, had 
in the acquifition of wealth declined from its an- 
cient fimplicity ; and though its deliberative, le* 
gtflative, aiid executive power, as calculated for 
the order of nobles alone might be regarded as 
excellent, yet if confidered as formed for a nu- 
mcrous body of people,' it muft have appeared 
a rigid and partial ariftocracy. The republic 
however rapidly advanced in rank and affluence; 
the arts of induftry and commerce were encou- 
nlged ; all the nations of Europe depended on it 
not only for the commodities of the eaft, which 
were imported in Venetian bottoms, but for va- 
rlous manufadtures fabricated or finiflied with 
fuperior dexterity or elegance ; and though the 
xliilitary genius of the citizens of Venice was na- 
turally frigid, or was repreffcd by the jealoufjr 
of her nobtes, yet on the fea, her peculiar cle- 
ment; her armaments were conduced with va« 
lour and wifdom, and augmented her glory and 
e^trcnded her dominion. 

The advantage of' trade in iixteen fucceflive 
centuries had gradually extended Florenbe from 
the rock of Faefula^ to the banks of the Arno. 
But though the fource of her profperity was nearly 
the fame, her conftitution widely differed from 
that of Venice ; it partook as much of democra- 
tical turbulence and licenqioufnefs, as the other 

•f 



\ 



4ts HISTORY OP SPAlrf, 

of ariftocrtttcal rigour ; but about the middle of 
the fifteenth century Cofmo of Medicis arofe ; 
and Florence beheld herfelf governed by one of 
her merchants^ without arms and without a title. 
Hit wealth 9 his liberBlttyj and his zeal for learn* 
]Qgi eftabliflied his pre-eminence among his fel- 
low citisens. His riches were dedicated to the 
ferrice of oaumkind; he correfponded at once 
with Cairo and London ; and a cargo of Indian 
fpices and Greek books was often imported in 
the fame vefleL He gained fuch an afcendant 
over the aflfedions as well as the councils of his 
countrymen, that though the forms, of popular 
government were prefer vedj and though the vari« 
Qus department* of adminiftration were filled by 
magiftrates diftinguiihed by ancient names, and 
eleftcd in the ufual manner, he was in reality the 
,head of the commonwealth; his grandfon Lo- 
renzo imitated and furpaifed him in generofity 
and literature, and at leafl equalled him in au* 
thojrity ; and tranfmitted a confiderable degree of 
his power to his defcendants, who ruled' in Flo- 
rence with almoft abfolute fway. 

Genoa had once been the rival of Venice,and dif« 
putedwith her the fovereignty of the fca.The names 
and families of her naval commanders, Pifani and 
Ooria, were familiar and illuftrious throughout Eu- 
rope; and tbeir abilities fupportcd her through ft 
eonteft of one hundred and thirty years; butibe was 

at 
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mr length compelled to yield to the fuperior fortune 
or refources of her implacable enemy ; her fac- 
tions had increafed as her ftrength diminiihed ; 
and obliged her to feek for domeftic peace under 
the proteAion of a foreign lord ; and alternately 
to court the controul of the duke of Milan or 
the French king. 

Milan had in the beginning of the fourth cen* 
tury of the Chriftian asra^ been exalted by the 
emperor of the weft into the feat of government; 
about the middle of the fixth century it had been 
deftroyed by the Biirgundians; and three hun« 
dred thoufand male inhabitants are reported to 
have periihed by the fwords of the barbarians ; it 
> had rifen from its a(hes, had refilled the autho- 
rityi and been overthrown by the arms of the em» 
peror Frederick the firft. Yet its depreflure was 
but tranfient ; and it foon again reared its head, 
though with diminiihed fplendour ; it had fcarce 
fuffered more from the rage of foreign enemies 
than from domeftic fadion; the chief power 
•midft fucceffive eototefts had imperceptibly been 
attaint by the Vifconti family^ who in recom* 
penfe for their attachment to the imperial intereft^ 
had been created dukes of Milan; Valentiha, a 
daughter of that houfe^ had married Lewis duke 
of Orleaiis^ brother of Charles the fixth ; in their 
man*itge contraft, which the pope confirmed, it 
had been ftipulated^ that upon failure of beirt 
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male In the family of Vifconti, the duchy of Mi« 
Ian ihould defcend to the pofterity of Valentina 
and the duke of Orleans. That event took place ; 
and Charles duke of Orleans urged his right to 
the crown^ founded on the contradt of his mo* 
ther Valentina. It was difputed by Alfonfo king 
of Naples^ who claimed under the will of the late 
duke ; and by the emperor^ who contended that 
upon the extinction of male iflue in the family of 
Vifcontiy the fief returned to the fuperior lord^ 
and was r^*annexed to the empire. Both preten* 
fions were rejeAed by the citizens of Milan thenrx* 
felves, whOj enamoured of freedom^ afpired to el- 
tabltfh a republic ; but the jarring interefts of 
each party were favourable to the ambition of 
Francis Sforza^ the natural fon of Jacomuzzo 
Sforza^ whofe courage and abilities had raifed 
him to be a diftinguifhed leader of thofe barids 
which made war a trade, and hired themfelves out 
to different dates. Francis fucceeded his father 
in the command of the manial adventurers who 
had followed his (landard ; he had married a na- 
tural daughter of the late duke of Milan ; and 
this claim, flight in itfelf, became formidable 
from his addrefs and valour. After a long (trug- 
gle he afcended the ducal throne ; the defeCts of 
his title were forgotten in the admiration of his 
abilities and virtues, and he was permitted to be- 
queath in peace hi$ fceptre .to his fon. 
" Rome^ 
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Rpme^ after having facccffivcly fubmittcd to 
the rapacity of the Goths^ the Huns^ and the 
Vandals^ trembled at the hoftile approach of the 
Lombards. Famine and peftilence confpired 
with the rage of the Barbarians againff the an- 
cient miftrcfs of the world ; her ftrccts were de- 
ferted ; her edifices expofed to ruin and decay ; 
and the mouldering fabrics were eafily overthrown 
by inundations, tempefls, and earthquakes ; the 
imperial magifb'ates had abandoned the fcene of 
defolation ; and towards the ciofe of the fixth 
century, the reins of government dropped into 
the hands of her Bifhop. The name of Gregory 
mull ever be dear to the Vatican ; during more 
than thirteen years that his pontificate lafted^ the 
mifery of his flock was alleviated by his inceflaac 
care ; he introduced order and plenty again into 
the capital ; he deferved and obtained the name 
of The Father of his Country ; he direfted the 
operations of the prdvincial troops ; and repelled 
by bis arms, or diverted by his addrefs, the favage 
Lombards. The bifhops of Italy and the adjacent 
iflands acknowledged the Roman pontiff as their 
fpecial metropolitan ; and during feveral ages 
the fee of Rome received and claimed no other 
mark of refpeA; but towards the beginning of the 
ninth century, their preteniions to infallibility, as 
the fucceflbrs to St. Peter, were revealed ; atfd 
they aflerted their power as heads of the churdi 
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'to univerfiil Jurifdi&ion. Their authori^ was 
fupported by the fuperftkion and credulity of 
'mankind ; in all ecelefiaftical controverfies their 
decifions were received as oracles of truth ; nor 
was the plenitude of their power confined folely 
to what was fpiritual. They dethroned monarchs ; 
difpoied of crowns ; abfolved fubjeds from the 
obedience doe to their fovereigns ; and laidking- 
doms under interdids. Their fuccefs infpired 
them with infolence; they forgot the fandity of 
their fituation ; and engaged as principals or aux- 
iliaries in every war that was kindled in Europe ; 
the Kurrounding nations could hot remain blind to 
their io<>rdinate ambition ; the veneration for their 
iacred chiarader began to abate ; and cowards the 
dofe of the fourteenth century was nearly ex tin- 
(giiiihed. 

Bidt while their fpiritual adthoirity declined^ 
their temporal dominion advanced ; and the fame 
turbulent fpirit of intrigue that; proved fatal to 
the firil was propitious to the* laft. From the do- 
nation of -Cooftantine they pleaded their claim to 
the greateft part of Italy ; bat the fiditious deed 
has been expofed by the pen of Laurentius 
'Valla ; arid it was from the - hafty liberality of 
Pepin and Charlemagne that we may date their 
'pretenfions to a territory beyond the walls of 
their city ; they derived tnore ooniiderable ad« 
raotages from the tredfiity ^f the Mormatv ad» 
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venturers who conquered N$iples^ and from the 
fuperftition of the countefs Matilda ; and the ec- 
tkfiaftical ftate was gradually extended over the 
Campagnai <^nd embraced feyeral of the adjacent 
cities: 

One general fyftem prevailed through the Ita« 
Han powers ; and while they engaged in perpe« 
tUal and endlefs negociation to adjuft the interefts 
cf the different dates, their cohtefts in the field, 
when they had recourfe to arms, were decided in 
mock battlesi by innocent and bloodlefs victories. 
When the danger became more imminent, inftead 
bf their own fubjedts, they had recourfe to the 
Condoitierii or leaders of bands^ who readily em- 
braced and fought for the parcy^ which allured 
them by the moft ample proffer of pay or 
plunder; 

Of hardier mouldy the Germans ftill retained 
the traces of their ancient ferocity a(nd martial 
fpirit ; when the fuccefibrs of Charlemagne re« 
laxed from the vigour of his adminiftration, every 
barori exercifed a fovereign jurifdiftion within his 
own domains ; every duke and count afpired to 
independence ; and towards the middle of the 
thirteenth century, the imperial authority had 
dwindled into an empty title, Rodolph of Hapf- 
burg, the founder of the houfe of Auftria, had 
been eleft^d emperor ; not that he. might re-efta- 
bliih order, but becaufe»hi$ territories were top 
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inconfiderabk to excite the jealoufy of the G^ef^ 
man princes : feveral of his fucceiTors were raifed 
to the throne from the fame motive }. and almoft 
every prerogative was wrefted from their feeble 
hands. The capacity of Frederic of Auftria^ 
the third emperor of that name, was far from vi- 
gorous ; he lidened with terror to the progrefs of 
the Turks, who had planted the ftandard of Ma* 
hornet on the walls of Conftantinople; he tremr 
bled for the fafety of his capital- ; and his em- 
barraflments were increafed by an unfuccefsful 
war which he had waged in hopes of the crowns 
of Hungary and Bohemia. Unfortunate abroad^ 
be was defptfed at home ; and, during his reign, 
ihe calalnitiw of the German empire rapidly mul- 
siplied r the caufes of dtffcnfion among its nume- 
rous members were infinite ; and thefe gave rife 
'to perpetual private wars, which wer^ carried on 
with all the violence that ufually accompanies re 
fentment, when unreftrained by fuperior autho- 
rity. Rapine, outrage, and exadion, became 
univerfal ; the citiea united in a league to check 
the pride and oppneflion of the nobility ; the no- 
bility formed confederacies to matntain tranquil- 
lity among their own order ; Germany was dt« 
vided into fiiveral circlets, in each of which a pro- 
vincial and partial jurifdi&ion was ellabHlbed to 
Aipply the place . of a public tribunal ; but the 
tttoitdy WM ineffcAual ; and the empire was fttll 
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involved in darknefs and anarchy, when on the 
death of FrederiCy his fon Maximilian fucceeded 
to the imperial crown^ who had been previouily 
eledled king of the Romans^ and who by his 
marriage with the daughter of Charles of Bur- 
gundy had acquired Flanders^ Franche-Comti, 
and the Low G>untries. 

The arms and vi&oties of Henry and Edward 
in France had diffufed throughout Europe tlie 
name and renown of the Englifli; their valour 
had been immediately felt in Spain in the revo- 
lution which reftored Peter the Cruel; but tl^e 
minority of Henry the Sixth had been fatal to 
thofe conquefts which had been obtained by the 
outture policy and courage of his father ; and in 
France^ Calais alone had flcmmed the returning 
torrent which had overwhelmed the fortunes of 
the Englifli; during more than twenty years 
England herfelf had been diftra&ed by the rival 
pretenfions of the houfes of York and Lancafter ; 
and though the afcendancy of the former feemed 
eftabliihed in the reign of Edward the fourth^ 
the embers of civil war were rather concealed 
than extinguiihed. 

Such was the iituation of the principal powers 
of Europe, when Ferdinand united the crowns of 
Caftille and Arragon ; and though his territories 
were confiderable, acid the general difpofition of 
his neighbours pacific^ yet his ambitious views 
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were eontrtft^d by the limits which were placed 
to his authority ; the privileges of the nobilit/ 
in Caftille ; the imtnuDfties of feveral of the ci^ 
ties ; and the influence they pofleffed in the Cortes^ 
or Aflembly of the States^ reftrained the will of 
the fovereign ; the mfiiitary orders of St. James^ 
Calatrava^ and Alcantara^ rivalled him in power; 
and although in Arragon the form of government* 
was monarchical, the genius of it was purely re* 
publican. The real authority was vefted in the 
parliament I which coniifted of four different de^ 
fcriptions. The nobility of the firft rank; the 
equeftrian order, or nobility of the feoond clafs ; 
the reprefencatives of the cities and towns ; and 
the dignitaries of the church, with the deputies 
of the inferior clergy.^ No law could pafs in this 
afliunbly without the a0eni: of every fingle menip 
ber ; peace, war, and revenue, depended on their 
refolutions; and they claimed the privilege of 
infpefting every department of }uftice and admi«^ 
niftration, and of redreifitig all grievances. Ac* 
cording to* a reguktion introduced at the com* 
mencement of the fourteenth century, the Corus 
was convoked once in two years ; after it was ai^ 
fembled, the king had no right to prorogue or 
diiSblve it without its own eonfent ; and the fe£* 
fion continued forty days^ ' 

Belides her parliament, Arragon poflefled ano^ 
ther institution peculiar to berfelf in her juftiu^ 
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(te ftipretne judge ; this officer was chofen by the 
king from the fecond clafs of nobility ; but; ht 
iX)uld be removed only by the voice of the Cortes. 
He aded as the protedor of the people, and the 
comptroller of the prince ; his perfon wa« facred ; 
his power and jurifdiAion were almoft unlimited ; 
he was the fupreme interpreter of the laws ; had a 
title to review ail the royal proclamations and pa- 
tents ; by his fole authority could exclude any 
iof the king's minifters.from the conduct of af- 
fairs ; could call then) to anfwer for their mal^ 
adminiftr»tioQ ijund he was himfelf folely account- 
able tp theCortes for the manner in which he 
ca^ecuted his high office. It was through him 
Ithe Arragonefe pronounced their oath of allegi- 
ance ; and the words of it fufiiciently proclaim 
their jealoufy of the throne, and their love o^f in* 
(dependence ; ^^ We/' faid thp juftiza to the king» 
in the name of his high*fpirited barons, ^' who are 
'* each of us as good as you, and who are altoge- 
^* ther more powerful than you, promift obedi- 
^^ ence to your government i:f }'ou maintain pur 
^* rights and liberties ; but not otherwife/' Nor 
were thefe lofty expreffions a vain form ; but ac- 
cording to their oath, they cilablilhed it as a 
fundamental article in their conftitutton, that if 
the king fhould violate their privileges, it waa 
lawful for the people to difclaim him as their 

£ e 3 fovcreign, 
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fovcreign, and to cleft another (even a heathen) 
in his place. 

Had Ferdinand prcfumed publicly to have ox* 
altcd the power ot the crown at the expcnce of 
the people, he molt likely muft liave fallen in 
the unequal conteft { but he proceeded filently to 
Aindermine that (Irength which he dared not 
openly attack ; hit profound fagaclty in concert* 
tng bit meafui^s, his perftvering indutlry in con^ 
dufting them, and his uncommon addrclb in car** 
i7ing them into execution) fitted him admirably 
fbr an undert^ing which rtqUired all thefe ta« 
lents. He prevailed on the knights of St. Jamea 
to place him at the head of that order ; and when 
his reputation was eftablilhcd by the fuccefs of 
theMooriih war, he influenced by threats or pro« 
irifes the fraternities of Calatrava at\d Alcantara 
to iollow the example of that of St. Jsmes ; and to 
eleft as tUcir chiefs Ifabella and himfelf. Inno^ 
cent the eighth, and Alexnmlei* the fixth con- 
firmed the choice by the fandion of the papal au- 
thority { fubrequent pontiffs rendered the matter- 
fhips perpetual in the crown j and a newacceiiion 
of power and revenue was im])arted to the kings 
of Spain. 

Another engine in the hands of Ferdinand was * 
the Holy Brotherhood ; that name had been ap- 
propriated to an aflTociatioA^ which about the 
middle of the thirteenth century had been formed 

by 
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fcy the cities of Arragon, and in which they were 
jfoon after imitated by thofe of C^ftille. The Hply 
Brotherhood ezaded a ceftain contribution from 
each of the affociated towns ; they levied a cqn- 
fiderable body of forces in order to . proteft tra- 
vellers, and xo purf^ae criminals ; they appointed 
judges who opened their courts in various parts 
of the kingdom ; whoever was guilty of mur- 
der, robbery, or of any aft that violated the 
public peace^ was feized by their troops, was 
^carried before judges of their nomination who^ 
without paying any regard to the exclufive and 
fovereign jurifdi&io^ which the lord of the placQ 
might claim, tried and condemned the crimi- 
mal. But this falutary. inflitution which reftored, 
with the prompt and impartial adminiftration of 
juftice^ internal order and tranquillity, was regard- 
cd with peculiar jealoufy by the nobler, whofe 
caftles were too often the feats of oppreffion, and 
who complawd of this new fraternity as an en- 
croachment on one of their moft valuable privi- 
leges; they remonfirated againfl it in an high 
tone ; and on fome occasions refufed to grant any 
^id to t&e crown unlefs it were aboliihed ; Ferdi- 
pand was fenfible however not only of the good 
• cfFeifts of the Holy Brotherhood with refpefl: to 
the police of his klngdoois, but perceived its ten- 
dency to abridge, and at length to annihilate, 
(he territorial jufiiUidion of the ngbility ; when- 

£ e 4 ever 
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ever attacked^ he invariably procedted it; an4 
when fupported by the whole force of royal au-? 
thority^ the nobles of, Spain found themfelycs in- 
capable of refifting its weight. 

Vet whatever advantages Ferdinand might de-: 
rive from thefe meafures.he could never hope with- 
out a numerous and obedient army to eftablifh the 
dignity of the crown on a broad and folid bafis ; 
and he was confcious it was only in a long and 
fuccefsful war that the troops of Spain could be 
trained to difcipllne, and accuftonied to refpedt 
the voice of their ioyereign. On his acceflioi^ 
to the throne of Arragon he had been defirous of 
terminating his differences with Portugal by zn, 
. equal and honourable treaty ; that court confent- 
ed to reiign all pretenfions on Caftille, and to re«; 
linquifli the hand of the princefs Joanna ; the 
articles were finally figned at Alcacovas; and 
Ferdinand at peace with his Chriftian neigh- 
bours^ revolved in the Moorifh kingdom of Gra« 
nada a more popular objed: of hoftilities. 

The fceptre of Granada was at that critical 
moment held by Abul Hoffein, who in his yout^ 
had been dillinguiihed by his valour, and in his 
age was not found deficient in fpirit. Thoxlgh 
embarralTed by the pretenfions of his fon Abdalla, 
who was impatient of fovereignty, he declined 
not the impending contefi ; and to the demand 
of tribfu^e that was urged by Ferdinand^i boldly 

'ifcplied^ 
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Replied, '^' That in the fame place where they 
^^ coined money at Granada, they forged arms 
^^ alfo to defend it/* The anfwer funk deep in the 
mind of Ferdinand ; and no fooner was he deli? 

• 

vered by his trpaty ^ich Portugal from ail appre- 
faenfionSk on that iide of his dominions, than he 
encouraged the marquis of Cadis to invade the 
Mooriih territories ; the inroad of that Caftiliaa 
nobleman was regarded by the Moors as the zA 
of his fovereign ; they flew to arms to avenge it ; 
they furprifed the town of Zahara on the confines 
of Andalufia ; placed a ftrong garrifon in the cU, 
tadei which arofe on a craggy rock, and was 
deemed impregnable ; and fwept away the inha- 
bitants into captivity. The capture of Zahara 
was retaliated by that of Alhama, which ii fitua** 
^ed about twenty«five miles from Granada, and 
is {till celebrated for the falubrity of its baths. A 
Spanifh officer had remarked the weaknefs and 
negligence. of the garrifon ; he imparted his ob- 
fervations to the marquis of Cadiz ; and a feleft 
fletacbment marched under his condufl:, fcaled 
the walls of the caftle, and maflacred the (lender 
band that had been left to guard it ; the citizens 
in the town below flill continued to defend them« 
felves ; but their tumultuous valour was ineffec- 
tual againft the ardour and rapacity of the aflail- 
ants ; three thoufand who efcaped the fword be* 
came the flaves of the Chriftian vidors, and ex- 

piated 
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pared bf their fufreiings the fate of the inbabi* 
ttncs of Zahara. 

Thefe defultory cntcrprifes were onljr the prei^ 
lude to a more ferious conflid for which the 
Moors and Chriftians anxioully prepared tbenw 
felves ; the forces of Granada were firl^ in mot* 
tion ; the royal (tandard was unfurled ; and Abul 
Hoflein ruihed forwards at the head of three 
thoufiuKl cavalry and forty thoufand infantry to 
recover Alhama. The reputation of Ferdinand 
was equally concerned to proted it ; the zeal of 
bis nobility enabled him to aifemble ^ numerous 
•rmy ; and the garrifon of Alhama had fcarce 
ielt the calamities of a fiege^ before they beheld 
the banners of their fovereign advancing to their 
relief; Abul HoUein dreaded to encounter hts 
adverfary in the open field ; yet twice he refumed 
the enterprife^ and as often abandoned it on the 
approach of Ferdinand ; xK>r were the Chriftians 
exempt in their turn from lamenting the viciifi* 
tudes of war ; and the king of 3pain after ber 
bolding the braved: of his followers periih in the 
fruitlefs attempt^ was compelled to retire witl^ 
difgrace from the walls of Loxa. 

The repulfe only ferved to ftimulate Ferdinand 
to nK>re vigorous efforts ; his ardour was particir 
pated or furpafled by I&bella ; the influence of 
fuperftition was called to their affiitance ; and i^e 
people readily believed the moment w«s arrived 

whick 
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which had been fo long predicted, when the dtfr 

qiples of Mahomet were to be expelljcd from 

Spain; every province difplayed the bufy face of 

war; every port refounded with naval arnutt 

menta ; formidable armies were levied^ and nuif 

merous fquadrons equipped ; and the fuppliet 

which were granted with liberality by the ftates^ 

were managed with economy by Ifabella. Ye( 

though their riefources were far .inferior, and dit 

vtded bjr domeftic contention, the refinance of the 

Moors was by xk> oceans inglorious. Abdalla 

the ton of Hoi&in had fei;ccd the capital o( 

Granada, and rejeded the authority of his father^ 

He was impatient to fandtion his unnatural revok 

by iibme iignal and fplendid achievements. A^ 

a ilrong detachment of the Chriftians under the 

maoquis of Cadie climbed the deep mountains 

of Axarginra, in the neighbourhood of Malaga, 

they were fuddenly aflailcd by an ambufcade of 

the Moors, who arofe from their cnaggy lurking^ 

plaoea, and ruihed to the attack with diflbnant 

ftouts. The ranks of the Spaniards were ^already 

difordered by their march over broken groua^ ; 

the fokliers were confounded by tke unexpe&ed 

j^rge ; an fffftantaneous panic was icomnaunicated' 

to every bofom ; and though the marquis<of Cadi^ 

by the fwtftnefs of his horfe efcaped through fe» 

jcret paths, the greater part of his followers pe« 

lifted by tbe fword of the iinfid^ls. The fuccefs 

of 
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of his countrymen elated Abdalla i he marched 
from Granadai and advanced without beholding 
an enemy to the frontiers of Andalufia* But he was 
not fufiered to retreat with the fame impunity f 
the count of Cabra, with a feleft band of cavalry, 
flew to chaftife his temerity ; a thick mtft conceals 
ed their approach, which was difpelled by the fup, 
when the infidels beheld with terror the Chriftian 
fquadron ready to charge their rear. They were 
themfeives incumbered with fpoil ; they were igr 
norantof the number of their ad verfaries; and the 
error into which they were betrayed eztinguiflicd 
all confidence in their leader; eaph man wtfs only 
folicitous for his perfonal fafety ; and, the moment 
that the trumpets of the enemy founded, the rout 
began. Amidft difmay and llaughter Abdalla 
was not more confpicuous for the fplendour of 
£is atms than for his daring valour ; two horfes 
were llain under him in fruiclefs efforts to animate 
and rally his trembling and broken troops ; but 
the day was irrecoverably loft ; the prince himfelf 
was gradually furrounded and opprefTed ; his goU 
den armour adorned with jewels was the prize 
for which the crowd contended; and Abdalla 
would probably have hlltti a vi£tim to (he ava^ 
rice of the foldiers, had he not been refcued from 
their hands by the count de Cabra, anxious to 
preferve the moft glorious mark of his vi6h>ry« 
|n Cordova, Ferdinand and Ifabella received 

their 
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thetf royal captive ; and Abdalla entered in chains 
that city which had been the feat of his anceftorsr' 
power and magnificence. Yet he was not fufFered 
to regret long the lofs of freedom ; Abul Hot- 
fein exulted in the difgrace of his rebellious fony 
and delivered from the imnfiediatte dread of ft for-^ 
midable competitor^ prepared to continue the war 
with increafe of vigour. To diftrafb the meafures 
of the Moors it w^ refolved to releafe Abdalla; 
itnd that prmce fubfcribed to whatever terms were 
propofed as the price of Kberty. He confented 
to become the vaflkl of Spain, and to pay an ann 
nual tribute of twelve thoufand crowns^ ; but the 
conditions which had been impofed in the hour 
of fubjeftion were broken on the ret«n of free- 
dom ; nor did AbdaUa blufb at a violation which 
tvas fan&ioned by the precepts of Mahomet. 

Yet the advantages of- refloring the Moorifli 
prince to his countrym^en were fucb as Ferdinand 
and his council had forefeen ; while the Ghrifiiaiy 
«rms in four campaigns fucceflively recovered 
Zahara^ reduced Ronda, Yelez, and Malaga^ 
and difplayed their viftorious bann^ers on the 
banks of the Rio Verde^ and the (hores of the 
Mediterranean, the ftrength of the Moors was 
eonfumed in a wide and bloody civil war# Abul 
Hofiein refifted the pretenfions of ^ his fon Ab- 
dalla, but he was forced to yield to the fuperior 
fortune or addrefs of his brother Mohammed el 

Zagal^ 



43^ HISTORY OF SPAIN. 

Zagal, whole ambition was not refiraii\ed by tbn 
guilt of fratricide; Yet on the throne Mohacnmed 
was infbruded how ill he could depend on the 
fidelity of his fubjeds; the ties of fociety were 
difiblved ; the regal title had loft its weight ; and 
the Moors w.ere eager for new revolutions* Ab- 
dalla with a chofen band furprifed or was admit- 
ted into Granada ; ^nd the reign of Mohammed 
.was confined to the fouthern corner of Anda* 
lufia^ which is watered by the Rio Verde. The 
ftrong fortrefs of Baza was befieged by the forces 
of Spain} in a defperate fally the garriibn io- 
idulged themfelves in an ufelefs carnage of their 
enemies ; but it wad the firuggle of expiring^ in* 
dependence; Mohammed bimfelf was detefted 
Among the Moors^s a cruel ufurper^ and dreaded 
by the Spaniards as an adive and enterprifiog foe; 
jftie few partners of his hopes or aifociates of his 
crimes were induftrtous to fecure themfelves by 
>« timely fubmiflion ; Guadix and Almeria opened 
their gates to Ferdinand ; after a gallant defence 
of eight months Baza was obliged to capitulate; 
;ind Mohammed ftript of bis dominions^ from 
the jjuftxevenge of bis nephew appealed to the 
gcnerofity of the Chriftians ; an ample eftate was 
granted to him by Ferdinand for the fupport of 
his dignity ; he was prevailed upon to employ 
his valour in the field againft his countryoieo ; 
and the plains of Granada were mvaged by his 

fol. 
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followers; yet the applaufes of bi$ new allies^ 
Could not drown the reproaches of his mind ; he 
awakened to the infamy of wagitig war againft 
his Moflem brethren; and he. folicited and oi> 
tained permiffion to feek a retreat in Africa witli 
the Moors who preferred their ancient faith to 
their native habitations. 

Whatever might be the exultation of Ab** 
dalla at the abdication and retreat of Moliam* 
med, it was alloyed by a review of hi$ own diP 
trefs and danger. He had been beiieged by the 
Chriftians within the walls of ^xa ; and though 
in repeated fallies his valour had been difplayed» 
his fortune had not been changed ;. covered with 
wounds, the honourable teltimonies of his intre^ 
pidity, he had been compelled to fign a capitu<« 
lation which delivered Loxa to the enemies of 
his faith, and coiifefled himfelf once more thei| 
Vafial ; he was permitted to retire to Granada ; 
and it was not long before that lait retreat was af* 
. failed by his enemies. 

The conqueft of Granada ha« been adorned by 
the romantic fancy pf Dryden ; the circumftances 
on which he founded his play have been coUedted 
by an ingenious modern traveller ; and though pex;- 
haps they comnund not pur belief, they admirably 
iUuftrate the fpiric and manners of the age. The 
moft powerful families in the reign of Abdalla 
were the Abencerr^s and , Alabeces, the Zegri3 

and 
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^ and Oottieles; High above the reft towered chA* 
Abeiiccrragcs, unequalled in gallantry^ magni'fiA 
ccnce, and chivalry ; of tbefe Albin Hacnet Hood 
dcfervcdly the forcmoft in the favotir of his fa- 
Ycfeign. His influence excited the envy of the 
^Qgrisi and Gometesi and to accomplilh his ruin^ 
they defcended to the blackelt artifice. An iiifr* 
dious villain of the race of Zegvi availed himfelf 
of his intimacy with the king to infinuate a dark 
tale of treafon and adultery ; he affirmed the 
Abencerrages to be ready to rife in arms ; and af* 
fured the monarch, thaft in the gardens of the pa'<^ 
lace of Al'hambraf he bad furpriztd Hamet in 
^aflton dalliance with the queen. The ftory 
found ready admiflion Into a jealous bofom ^ and 
th^ houfe of Abencerrage way doomed todedruc* 
tloh. They were fummoned fucceffively to at- 
tend the king in the court of Lions ; and no 
footier was each unhappy vi&im admitted within 
the widls^ than he was feized by the Zegris and 
beheaded. Thirty-fix of the nobleft bad already 
|:rerifhed9 when th-e bloody perfidy was revealed 
by a page who had efeaped after wicneifing his 
taafter*s execution. The news was rapidly cir- 
culated ; all Granada flew to arms ; and the 
ftrcets were deluged with the blood of the con- 
tending fadtions. Tht authority or addrefs of 
Mufa, a baftard brother of the king, prevailed 
on them to.fufpend their rage; and to th€ chie$i 

of 
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t( his nation Abdalla explained the fource of his 
cpnduA; the confpiracy of the AbeBcerrages, 
and the adukefy of the queens At the fame 
time he folemnly pronounced the fentence of the 
latter; and ihe was to be delirered alive to the 
flames in thirty days^ if ihe did not produce four 
knights to vindicate in arms her innocence againft 
four of her accufers. The braved warriors of 
Granada were emulous to enter the lifts in her. 
defence ; but it was to a Chriftian fword the royal 
criminal entrufted her caufe. She conveyed a 
letter to Don Juan de Chacon, lord of Cartha- 
gena, and invoked him by the generous duties of 
knighthood to become her champion, and to bring 
with him three valiant friends. The anfwer of 
Chacon afiuaged her fears, and aflured her that he^ 
too highly valued the honour (he had conferred on 
him to be abfent at the hour of trial. On the fatal 
day the populace accufed the negligence of their 
queen, who had not named her defenders ; Mufa^ 
Azarque, and Almoradi, the judges of the (:om- 
bat, intreated her in vain to accept their fer- 
vices ; ihe repofed with fecurity on the Caftilian 
faith, and defcended with a firm ftep from the 
Alhambra to the fcene of encounter; the lifts 
were prepared ; the trumpets of the Zegri found- 
ed ; and from eight in the morning till two at 
noon their defiance was unanfwered $ but when 
the anxiety of the multitude was increafed to the 
vo^. I. F f higheft 
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kighcft pitch, and even tht con6dence of tht 

queen wm Aakeii, a fliout of tranfpoit bur Hi 

from the crowd ; four horfemen, armed after the 

manner of the Turks, entered the fquare; one 

of them requeued permifiion to addrefs the queen; 

and as he knelt before her, he let drop the letter 

flie had written to Don Juan j ihe inftantly ac<^ 

knowlec^^ her Chriftian champbns, and de- 

elated her willtngnefs to reft her innocence on 

their valour and fucceft. With Don Juan, the 

duke of Arcos, Don Alonso de Aguillar, and 

Don Ferditiaml dc Cordova ihared the glory and 

daneer of the romantic and perilous adventure. 

On tjbefignal, they furiottily fpurred their courfers 

again^ their advcrfaries, and three of the Zegri 

were inftantly overthrown and extended lifelefa 

on the plain ; the fourth, the traitor himfelf who 

had forged the falfehood, nnaintained a more ob* 

ftinatc ftruggle ; but he funk at length covered 

with wounda at the foot of Don Ferdinand ; and 

his laft breath confeiTed his treafon, and the in* 

nocence of the queen. Amidft the acclamation 

of the multitude, and the congratulations 6f the 

Moorrlk chiefs, the vi^orious kntghts retired 

without difclofing their nation or quality ; but 

though Abdaila in tears repented his credulity, 

he could not efface the refentment, or change the 

fettled purpofe of the queen ; ihe renounced for 

ever his fociety, and fought a retreat in the king* 

donvs 
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doms of Ftt or Morocco ; a fimilar indigoadon 
tion was felt by the Abenccrriges ; they quitted 
Spain ; and Oranada was deprived of her ablefl; 
champions at the moment that they were moft 
ncceflary to her defence. 

Whatever might be the domeftic griefs q£ Ab« 
dalla^ he was allowed but a ihort time to indulge 
tbtm : he had fcarce received the intelligenoe of 
the redudion of Basa, and the fubmiflion of Mo-* 
hammed I before he was embarraiTed by the pre^ 
fence of the ambalTadors of Ferdinandj who de- 
manded in the name of their mafier the furrender 
of Oranada. In many a bloody encounter Abw 
dalla had experienced his own inferiority; in 
prolonging the conteft he was probably deftitutf 
of liope } and however rigorousi he would hav0 
gladly fubfcribed any conditions which would 
have preferved the Moors of Oranada as a people* 
But the decent pride of a prince was fiill che- 
riflied in adver(ky ; nor could he fign without a 
ftruggle the final extinction of a kingdom which 
had flouriihed beneath the government of the 
Moflems for above feven hundred years. His 
anfwer revealed his fallen ftate ; he acknowledged 
his obligations and engagements to Ferdinand ; 
but he prudently eluded them under the pre- 
tence that he was no longer mafter of his own 
(apiraU tnd that on the firft intimation of the 

F f a treaty^ 
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treatjr, the indigmation of the Moors would be 
fatal to his life, 

Abdalte flattered not himfelf that any reply 
could divert the purpofe of Ferdinand ; he pre- 
pared for war ; ani in her profperity, the king- 
dom of Granada would not have been unequal ta 
the conteft. Thirty cities, and ninety-feven for- 
tified towns were once included within the limits* 
of her jurifdidtion ; and a tribute of feven hun- 
dred thoufahd crowns in gold was not only fufB* 
cient for the fuppoit of a large (landing army^ 
but might have allured the rapacious tribes of 
Africa to have croffed the fca in her defence* 
But when Abdalla difmiiTed the ambafTadors of 
Ferdinand, the kingdom of Granada was con- 
fined to her walls or to the adjacent plain ; and 
of four hundred thoufand inhabitants which in 
her mofl flourifhing ftate thofe walls contained, 
icarce'One hundred thoufand remained to ihare the 
danger or increafe the calamities of a fiege. Yet 
thefe were inflamed by fuUen defpair and reli* 
gious fanaticifm ; the firft taught them to die ; 
the laft' promifed after death, paradife,. the facred 
reward of the faithful. 

For that reward they were not permitted long 
to figh in vain ; and the ardour of Ferdinand and 
Ifabella to plant the ftandard of Chrift on the laft 
retreat of the Mahometans of Spain ^ was com 
municated to their fubjedls. The Cortes and 

prin- 
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j^rtncTpal ctties of Cadi tie and Armgoti ooiim* 
buted with alacrity to the glorious enterprife; 
their liberality was emulated by the clergy, de» 
iirous of (ignaliziag their zeal in a caufe confe- 
crated by religion ; an army of feventy thoufand 
foldiers whofe valour had been already approved, 
and difcipline confirmed in repeated conflifts with 
the infidels, marched beneath the conduct of Fer* 
'dinand himfclf. They were animated by the 
prefence of Ifabella ; and the chivalry of Spain, 
who admired her manly fpirit, were impatient to 
merit her approbation ; as they moved along they 
laid wafle the fertile plains of Granada ; and in 
the ninth year* from the commencement of the 
Moorilh war, they incamped beneath the walls 
of the devoted city. 

On the banks of the Xenil and the Dauro, and 
at the extremity of a pleafant and fertile vale, 
.the city of Granada occupies a ftrong and com- 
modious ftation ; but in a conteft where the 
forces were fo unequal, neither her natural po- 
fi:ion, nor the enthufiafm of her citizens, could 
preferve her independence ; the defpair of the 
Moors repeatedly precipitated them againft 
the lines of the beiiegers ; but their Tallies, 
the effufions of rage and fanaticifm, were more 
frequently fatal to themfelves than their adverfa- 
ries ; the Spaniards carried on their approached 
with caution and regularity ; and one incident 
alone ferved tranfiently to revive and finally to 

F f 3 con* 
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IbuRd the hopes of the Infidels ; u Ifiibella he* 
goiled the hours of the night in rtoding^ her 
ttpcr, negligently pkced, involved in an inAnnt 
lier tpartment in flames { flie efcaped from the 
fire; but it was rapidly communicated to the 
camp> which was conftru&edof huts thatched with 
reeds or ftraw. On the iirft alarm Feixlinand half 
drefled mounted on hortebaclci and flew with the 
cavi4ry he could haftily aflcmble to repuUc the 
attempts of the belieged ; his Arm p^^fturc awed 
the Moors t and they were content with obfenr* 
ing the conflagration. But the misfortune ferved 
only to ftimulate IfabcUa to a new undertaking i 
and ihe determined to provide ngainft a Amilar 
accident in future. Two long and broad ftreeta 
were traced in the form of a crofs i the neigh- 
bouring quarries fupplicd plenty of ftone, und 
the work was facilitated by the (kill and labour 
ef the pioneers ; inftead of a camp a city arofe ; 
from the piety of its royal foundrefs it obtained 
the name of Santa F4^ or Hoi/ Faith t and its 
conftru&ion fufRcicntly revealed the perfevcrancc 
and refoludon of the bcfiegers. 

Many an anxious look was caft by the unhappy 
citizens of Granada towards the coaft of Africa ; 
but the Mahometan kings of Fez and Morocco 
were too intent on each others dcftrudtbn to prop 
the fmking fortunes of their brethren in Spain ; 
jKid the famine which raged through the city was 
aggravated by the plenty which flowed Into the 

camp. 



c«np* A^ai^d by idi^fwofdyf^ euiperf^te^ byr 
hunger, ithe Moors abaiidoiied tbemTelves tp . aU 
the horrors of defppir ; they cmw4pd round ^ 
tombs of their asceftors^ |»4 i^o^^ <^beir a^SAf> 
ance ; they filled the mofchs with their ^ri^s^ aa4 
alternately deprecated the vff^th^ i^r blaiphcia€4 
the Baoie of their prophet ; theocei Parting , t^ 
arnvs they iflued tiU43fiuItuoufiy froofi the: B^l^h 
and ruP^ed againft ikt v^fk^ of the befieg^ei^ 
but Ferdinand cou^ rely on the ftfengtbi^f hifi 
fortifications ; he patieptly awaited the elfe&s of 
famine ; npr exppied his foldiers a> the headftrot^ 
fury of the infidels. Difappointed of a gjorioua^ 
they returned to the terrors of a liag^ng deaths 
jtbey furroonded the Alhambra, menaced the life 
«>f .their fovereagn^ and pvufued h^im with 9XC- 
cmtioos as the a^tjior of their miferies* 

At length the ten^peft fee«»ed to have exbauft* 
cd its force ; Ahe multitude opprefl^d by fatigue 
iunk ^n«o a aionxmary fitence ; and the trap^ot 
calm waa improved by AbdaUa ta obtain all that 
he ccmld now hope for, an honorable capitula- 
tion. Ferdinand was :too defireus to.fecure his 
triumph to hefi^e m (he. terons ; ihe articles 
were foraiaUy ratified by an oath ; the Moorifii 
king^oafeoted to furreoder his palaces and capi- 
tal ; to do honaagey and fwear aUe|^ce to the 
victor ; to.&t at libeny all ChriftiaP flayey with- 
out lanfom ; and to deliver jgve hundircd of the 
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principal inhabitants as fecurities for the pnnftual 
execution of the treaty. In retumy Ferdinand 
engaged to prote£t the vanquilhed in the poflef- 
£on of their armsj their horfes,* and their eftates ; 
to preferve their mofchs inviolate, and allow them 
the free exercife of their religion; to gorem 
them according to their own laws, and to choofe 
from among themfelves their magiftrates ; to a- 
bate during the term of three years their taxes, 
and never to impofe heavier than thofe which 
they had been fubjed to under their former 
kings ; and to provide (hipping for all who ihould 
wifli to difpofe of their lands, and to retire with 
their effeds to Africa* 

If humanity could not influence Ferdinand, po* 
licy at leaft prompted to him alleviate the diftrefs 
of a people who were fo fpeedily to become his 
fubjeds ; and no fooner were the hoftages deli- 
vered than plenty was poured into the famiflied 
city ; relieved from the immediate terror of a 
ilow and painful death, the concern of the Moors 
revi^^ed for the honour of their nation and the 
fandity of their faiths A wild enthufiaft rekind- 
led the rage of the multitude; his voice was 
heard through the ftreets denouncing the indigna* 
tion of Mahomet, :and menacing with the flames 
of hell thofe who impioufly treated with the fol- 
lowers of Chrift ; a motley group of twenty thou- 
' fand fanatics obeyed his fummons, and befieged 

the 
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Ihe gates of the Alhambra ; Abdalla could nd 
longer command, and the frantic infurgents de^ 
rided his intreacies ; but they trembled at the 
menace of Ferdinand ; the king of Spaih threat^ 
ened to intercept all further fupplies, and to 
Avenge on the hoftages their guilt. They were 
awakened by the ftern admonition to a fenfe of 
their forlorn condition ; the laft murmur of refift- 
ance expired, and they fubmitted to the will oJF 
their conqueron 

It was on the fecond day of January, in the 
year. fourteen hundred and ninety-two, that Fer* 
dinand and Ifabella entered in triumph the pro* 

ft 

(Irate city of Granada ; as they advanced towards 
the Alhambra they were met by Abdalla, accom- 
panied by fifty horfe ; the Moorifh prince alight- 
ed from his courfer, pronounced with a dejcAed 
countenance and tremulous voice the degrading 
words, '* We are your (laves, invincible mo- 
'* narch j we deliver up this city and kingdom to 
** your clemency and moderation ;" he would 
have fallen at the feet of his lord and matter, but 
he was prevented by Ferdinand, whofe fpirit was 
neither moved by adulation, nor capable of ge* 
neroftty ; he promifed the royal fuppliant a fafe 
retreat, and an income adequate to his dignity ; 
but Abdalla could not forget he had once been a 
king ; the prefence of the vidtor muft have been 
jrkfome to him ; he folicited and obtained leave 

to 
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ta retire to AfricR. As from a neigh^uring bill he 
caft a lad look on his palace and capita^ a torrent 
cf tears proclaimed the aiiguii)iof his foul; hia 
grief was reproved by the kadignant reply of bsa 
mother the fultancfs Ayxa^ ^' Thou doft well to 
^* weep like a woman for that kingdom which 
^' thou kncweit not how to die for like a man.'' 

The inmoft recefles and glories of the Alhatyir 
|)n were thrown open to the eyes of Ferdinand ; 
as in the pride of vi&ory he pailed throqgh the 
g4tes ^fjuigmtm^ the Chriftian chief miglu have 
heen indruded by the humble piety of the Muf- 
futman ; aod tlie frequent infcriptioa on the walls^ 
thiti u no confueror but God^ might have checked 
the inibleace of profperity ; but the moment of 
fucccfs is feldom propitious to admonition ; and k 
is not probable that the infiabUity of his own iv^ 
tUACi and the fallen itate of Abdallu recurred to the 
iniAdx>f the vi^or^ while he gazed on thofe won^ 
ders which have refifted die xage of time^ frnd 
fiilJ .command the admiration of the traveUcrt 

The exterior of the Alhambra prefeats a jrough 
luid irregular pile of buildings which forms a 
itriking cootraft to the order and elegance within^ 
Through a fimple and narrow gate^ the fpedtator 
is conduced to a (erics of beauties which almoft 
reali2e the fabulous Tales of the Qenii. The 
bath, t lie firA objeft which ftrikes his fight, con* 
fiAs of an oblong fquare with a<deep baibnof 

clear 
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clear waiter in the middle ; two .flights of marble 
fteps leading down to the bottom ; on each fidp 
a parterre of flowers^ and a row of orange tree^* 
The court is incircled with a periftile paved with 
marbk ; the arches bear upon very flight pillars^ 
in proportions and ftyle different from all the re* 
gular orders of archite(5ture. The ceilings and 
walls are incruflated with fret work in flucco^ 
ib minute and intricate, that the moft patient 
draughtfman would find it difficult to follow it 
uolefs he made himfelf mafter of the general plan* 
The former are gik or painted ; and time has not 
^ded the'colours, though they are confiantly ex- 
pofed to the air ; the lower part of the latter is 
MofaiC) difpofed in fantaftic knots and feftoons ; 
a work new^ exquifitely finiihed^ and exciting 
the mofl agreeable fenfations. 
* From the bath a fecond door opens into the 
court of the lions, an hundred feet in length, and 
fifty in breadth, environed with a colonade feven 
feet broad on the fides, and ten at the end ; the 
roof and galleiy are fupporced by flender columns 
of virgin marble, fantafiically adorned ; and in 
the centre of the court are the fiatues of twelve 
lions, which bear upon their backs a large bafon; 
out of which rifes a leiTer. A volume of water 
thrown up, falls again into the bafon, pafies 
tbiough the bea&, and ifiues out of their mouths 
into a large refervoir, whence it is communicated 
to thet>ther apartments. 

Thcfe 



^44 HISTORY OF SPAIN. 

Thcfc apartments are decorated with whatever 
the art of the age could invent or commerce 
could fupply. The floors glitter with marble ; 
the walls and the windows are enriched with mo- 
faic ; and through the latter the rays of the fun 
gleam with a variety of light and tints^ on the 
former ; the air is perpetually rcfrelhed by foun- 
tains ; and the double roof equally excludes the 
extremes of heat and cold ; from every opening 
ihady gardens of aromatic trees^ beautiful hills^ 
and fertile plains meet the eye ; nor is it to be 
wondered that the Moors ftill regret the delights 
of Granada, and ftill offer up their prayers for the 
recovery of that city, which they deem a tcrref- 
trial paradife. 

While Ferdinand gazed with admiration on 
his new conquefts, his bigoted mind revolved a 
fcheme equally injurious to their interefts and his 
own. In almoft every age and country the Jews 
have been the objefts of contempt and perfecu- 
tion ; yet in oppreflion that unhappy race have 
continually multiplied ; and their addrefs in pe- 
cuniary negociations has not been more advanta- 
geous to themfelves, than to the government in 
which they have been tolerated. But the under- 
ftanding had not yet burft from the fhackles of 
bigotry ; and the fifteenth century was ftill dark- 
ened by religious prejudice ; no fooner had Fer- 
dinand celebrated his triumph than he command- 
ed 
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ed all the Jew9 who would not embrace the* 
Chriftian faith j to quit his dominioDS within fix 
moitths. Their attachment to the law of Mofes 
\iras fuperior to every other coniideration> and 
the effects they could conceal from the vigilant 
rapacity of the conqueror^ they tranfported with 
them into Africa; in Tunis and Algiers they 
preferved their peculiar rites and unfocial man- 
i)ers; and have gradually increafed in number 
and riches under the moft arbitrary and fangui- 
nary government. 

If the Jews accufed the humanity, the Moors 
might impeach the faith of Ferdinand and his 
fuccefibrs. Every article of t|)e capitulation 
was in its turn eluded or openly violated ; and 
they were reduced to the alternative of renounc* 
ing the koran, or abandoning their native couh* 
try. About fcventy years after the taking of 
Granada they were driven into revolt by the ri- 
gour of adminiftration ; as they a£ted without al- 
lies and almoft without concert, they were after 
a bloody druggie of above two years fubdued. 
And at the commencement of the feventeenth 
century, their doom was finally iigned by Philip 
the third. Every perfon of Mooriih extradion 
without exception was commanded under the fe*' 
vereft penalties to retire out of Spain ; the order 
in appearance was punAually obeyed; yet an 
edid in the beginning of the ei^hte^th century 
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iSbres us that feveral preferred their native foil> 
though with the fwofd fufpended over their heads ; 
about that period a freih perfecution was kindled 
by the bieath of the inquifition ; ttie wretched 
remnant of the Moorifli race was driven into exile^ 
and their cfieAs^ which, were eftimated at twelve 
millions of crowns, were confifcated. 

From the conqueft of Granada by Ferdinand 
and Ifabella to the prcfent time, the joint num* 
faers of the Jews and Moors, who have been ba- 
niihed or facrificed to the bigoti-y and rigour o£ 
the Spanilh government, are fuppofed to have 
amounted to two millions of perfons ; the lofs of 
fo many induftrious hands has been feverely felt; 
and the traveller who beholds the prefent ftate of 
Granada, can fcarcely credit her ancient profpc- 
rity. I n{\ead of luxuriant plantations and veoe« 
rable forefts, the eye is alTailed by black and bar- 
ren wtlftes; and it is only in the maify ruins 
which are fcattered over the hills, that hei* former 
magnificence can be traced. 

But to an inaccurate obferver, the detrimeac 
which Spain fudained by the expulfion of the 
Moors, was compenfated by an event extraordi^ 
nary as it was important to Europe. The difco* 
very of the mariner's compafs in the dawn of the 
fourteenth century had encouraged the navigators 
to abandon their ancient timid and lingering courfe 
along the* ihore^. ^d to* laainch boldly into ditf 
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ijtcatt ; abbut the middle of that ocncury a more' 
•nterpriiing fpirit guided the Spaniards to the 
Canary or Fortunate Hltinds, near five hundred 
ihiles from their own coaft ; and above an hun- 
dred and fifty from that of Africa. Yet the chief 
gloty of penetrating beyond thofe limits which 
nature feemed to have impofed, and of opening 
a new field to the daring genius of men, muftbe 
afcribed to the Portuguefe, The fituation of their 
kingdbm, bounded on every fide by the ddmi- 
liions of a more powerful neighbour, did not afibrd 
free fcope to their activity by land, and the fea 
remained the only theatre on which they could 
diftinguilh themfeives. About the beginiring of 
the fifteenth century their veffels explored the 
coafi: of Africa, doubled Cape Horn^ which had 
bounded the progrefs of former 'navigators, and 
reached Cape Bojador. Beneath the aurpicest)f 
prince Henry, who to the maVtial fpirit of the 
times added all the accompliihments of a more 
enlightened and poliflied age, the Portuguefe ra- 
pidly advanced in the ftudy of geography and 
the fcience of navigation ; they difcovered and 
planted the iflands of Porto Santo, and Madeira ; 
the wines and fugars which were imported from 
the latter, encouraged them to proceed ; the/ 
doubled Cape Bojador, advanced within the 
tropics, and in the fpace of a few years reached 
the river Senegal, and became fandliar with thie 
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coaft from Cape Blanco to Cape de Verd ; tbtf 
countries which they had difcovered were con* 
firmed to them by the papal authority ; and they 
were exhorted to proceed in their laudable career 
by the bull which granted to them an exclufive 
right over all the regions which they fhould de- 
fcry from Cape Horn to the contine.nt of India. 

To gain that continent by a Ihorter route than 
hitherto had been known, was the darling ob-. 
jeft of the Portuguefe councils ; the fpirit of nau« 
tical adventure received fome check from the 
death of prince Henry, and ilumbered during 
the warlike reign of Alfonfo ; but it revived un- 
der John the fecond ; Bartholemew Diaz, an of- 
ficer whofe fagacity, experience, and fortitude, 
admirably qualified him for the undertaking, 
firetched boldly to the fouth, an'g^ after encoun- 
tering a fucceffion of tempefls in unknown feas, 
beheld his labours and perfeverance crowned by 
the lofty promontory which bounds Africa on that 
fide ; to behold it was all that the violence of the 
winds, the fliattered condition of his fliips, and 
the turbulent fpirit of his crew allowed him : the 
appellation of Cabo Tormentofo, or the Stormy 
CapCf was expreflive of the boifterous elements 
which forbade his nearer approach ; but on his 
return the name was changed by the difcemment 
of his fovereign ; and it received and retained 
that of the Cape of Good Hope, the aufpicioua. 
omen of future fuccefs* 

Rut 
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But while John revolved the means of improv- 
ing the difcovcry of Bartholomew Diaz, a new 
and. more diftinguilhed charadter arofe, whofe 
genius, vaft and fertile as the countries he ex- 
plored, with them, mud command the admira- 
tion of pofterity. Chriftopher Columbus was a 
fubje£t of the republic of Genoa { and though 
neither thfe time nor place of his birth can be ac- 
curately arccrtained,,was defcended of an honour- 
able though impoverilhed family. The indi- 
gence of his anceilors had compelled them to a 
fea* faring life ; and the difpofition of Columbus 
was. happily adapted to the profeifion which ne- 
ceir^ty had impofed on him« He had acquired 
fome knowledge of the Latin tongue ; and had 
been inftrufted^dhad rapidly perfe&ed himfelf^ 
in geometry, C^fmography, aftronomy, and the 
art of drawing ; thus peculiarly qualified he be- 
gan his career on that element which conducted 
him to fo much glory. For five years his adven- 
turous fpirit was confined within the limits of the 
Mediterranean, or excrcifed in voyages to the 
northern feas or coafts of Iceland ; he afterwards 
entered into the fervice of a famous fea captaia 
of his own name and family ; and difplayed hrs 
courage in frequent cruifes againft the Mahome* 
tans and Venetians ; in an obftinate engagement 
witl^ the latter, off the coaft of Portugal, the.vef- 
fcl on board which he fcrvcd took fire, together 
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t^ith one of the enemies Ihlps ; amidft the ge&e^ 
tal horror^ his prefence of mind did not forfak^ 
him; he threw himfelf into the fea, and witim 
the affiftance of an oar reachdl the land chou^^ 
at the diftance of two leagues. 

The ardent fpirit of Columbus could not hm 
appalled by danger ; and no fooner had he reco- 
vered his ftrength than he repaired to Lifbon^ 
and entered into the Portuguefe fervice, the ichool 
for nautical adventu]*e« He was . foon efteemed 
for his ikili and experience ; and his marriago 
with a Portuguefe lady, the daughter of Bartbo* 
lomew Pareftrallo, one of the captains who had 
difcovered and planted th.e iflands of Porto Santo 
and Madeira, c^onfirmed him in his darling pup* 
luit ; he got pofTeiSon of the journals and chart* 
of that celebrated navigator; and indulged ki* 
impatience to vifit the cotintries Pareftrailo had 
defcribed, in frequent voyages to Madeira, the 
Canaties, and the Portuguefe jfettlements on tfa« 
coaft of Africa. 

The reputation of a Wilful navigator fatisfie<l 
AOt thb ambition of Columbus ; his mind, natu- 
lally vigorous and inquifitive, ' revolved ne^ 
fchemes; of difcovery j he reviewed every circum- 
ifaince fuggefted by his fuperior knowledge in 
the theory and pra&ice of navigation; and after 
comparing attentively the obfervations of modem 
(ilOCfy with the hints and conjeftures of ancient 
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authors^ he at lad concluded, that by falliog 
dirediy towards the weft, acrofs the Atlantic 
Ocean, new countries, which probably formed a 
pact of the vaft continent of India, muft infallibly 
be difcovered. 

The fpherical figure of the earth was already 
known, 'and its magnitude afcertained with fome 
degree of accuracy. From this it was evident that 
the continents of Europe, Afia, and Africa, formed 
but; a fmall part of the terraqueous globe. It was 
fuitable to the ideas entertained of the wifdom 
and benevolence of the Author of Nature, to be- 
lieve that the vail fpace, ftill unexplored, was not 
covered with an unprofitable ocean ; and it ap- 
peared probable that the continent on this fide the 
globe was balanced by a proportional quantity of 
land in the other hemifphere. Canes, and tim* 
ber, and trees, had been driven by weilerly winds 
on the coafts of the Azores ; and the dead bodies 
of two men, whofe fingular features refembled 
neither the inhabitants of Europe, nor of Africa^ 
were caft on (hore there. 

Theie obfervations were combined by Colutn* 
bus, and convinced him that other countries ex- 
tfted in the weftern ocean, which were probably 
connefted with the continent of India. With 
his fanguine and enterprifing temper, fpeculation 
led diredly to adion ; and he was impatient to 
bring the truth of his fyftem to the teft of ezpe- 
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riment. Long abfencc had not extingulflied the 
aflfcAlon which he had imbibed to his native 
country, and he wilhed that it (hould reap the 
fruits of his labour and invention ; but from his 
' refidencc in foreign parts the Genocfe were un- 
acquainted with his abilities and character ; they 
rejcfted his propofal as the dream of a chime- 
rical projcftorj and loft for ever the opportu- 
nity of reftoring their commonwealth to its an- 
cient fplendoun 

The king of Portugal, in whofe dominions he 
had long been eftablifhed, had the next claim to 
his ferviccs. Here his talents were known and 
efteemed, and the genius of the people accorded 
with his own. But John unfortunately referred 
him to a council who had advifed the difcovery 
of a paflagc to India by a different route from 
that which Columbus recommended. They could 
not fubmit to condemn their own theory, and 
acknowledge his fuperior fagacity ; while they 
deferred paffing judgment, they advifed John to 
difpatch fecretly a Veffd to purfue the courfc 
Columbus had pointed out; but the ungene- 
rous attempt was attended by the difappoint- 
ment it defcrved; contrary winds arofc; no 
fymptom of approaching land appeared; the 
courage of the pilot failed ; and he returned to 
Lilbon, execrating the projedt as equally cxtra- 
vag^At and dangerous. 

Colum- 
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Columbus quitted with indignation a court ca* 
pable of fuch mean treachery ; and while he com- 
mifiioned his brother Bartholomew to found the 
inclinations of the king of England^ he himfelf 
repaired to Spain. He found Ferdinand and Ifa- 
bella engaged in the war with Granada ; the for* 
mer, wary and fufpicious^ was not difpofed to bold 
or uncommon defigns ; the latter, though fanguine 
and enterpriiing, was chiefly influenced by) her 
hufband ; and though the character of Columbua 
fecured him refpefb, though his grave and cour* 
teous deportment, his exemplary attention to all 
the duties and functions of religion, conciliated 
the regard of the Spaniards, his propofals wcra 
received with coldnefs ; his projedt was treated 
as chimerical, and the advantages which he rc~ 
fervcd for himfelf were confidcred as exorbitant. 

Fatigued by incelTant objedtions, Columbus 
had already quitted Santa Fc to join his brother 
in England, when his journey was arrcftcd by a 
meflcngcr from Ifabella. Granada had furren- 
dered ; the moment of triumph is ever propitious 
to new enterprifes ; and while the mind of the 
queen was elated by profperity, it was recalled to 
the plan of Columbus, by Alonfo de Quintanilla, 
comptroller of the finances in Caftille, and Lewis 
dc Santangal receiver of the ccclefiaftical reve- 
nues of Arragon; thefe minifters had-early de- 
clared themfdves the patrons of Columbus j they 
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}>ainted in glowing colours the honour that would 
accrue^ after re-eftabliihing the Chriftian faith ia 
thofe provinces of Spain from which it had long 
been baniihedy from difcovering and communt* 
eating it to a new world ; they reprefented that 
if ihe did not decide inftantly^ the opportunity 
would be irretrievably loft ; that Columbus was 
on bis way to foreign countries^ where fome prince 
more fortunate or adventurous would clofe with 
his propofals^ and Spain would ftv ever Bewail 
the fatal timidity which had excluded her fron^ 
the glory and advantages that ihe had once in her 
power to have enjoyed* 

The doubts and fears of IfabeUa were van* 
quilhed by the arguments of > Quintanilla and 
Santangal ; an invitation was difpatched to Co- 
lumbus to return, and was received with that ex« 
ultation which an ardent mind muft feel on be- 
ing permitted to attempt a favourite enterprife. 
Yet Ferdinand fiili remained unmoved ; as king 
of Arragon he refufed to take any part in the ex* 
pedition ; one eighth part was defrayed by Co- 
lumbus himfelf ; the reft was fupplied by Ifabella 
as queen of Caftille, who referved for her fub- 
je£ts an excluiive right to all the benefits which. 
might arife; yet the whole of the ex pence ex« 
ceeded not four thoufand pounds;, and about 
eight months after Granada was recovered by the 
Chriftiansi Columbus with three fmali veffcls^ 
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and lefs than an hundred marinersi failed from the 
port of Palos in Andalufia, to traverfe the At- 
lantic Ocean^ and explore a new world in the 
wefiern hemifphere. 
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